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In the Name of Allah~#2% the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah~#% Lord~*% of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad-s2"" and his—2*% Purified Progeny2*, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Perfection and Protection of Religion by Imam

Summary

These days, the title ‘Imam’ is liberally used within the Muslim community in various
meanings, i.e., leader or guide. The title even remains attached to some deceased leaders.
Once, during the time of the 8" Imam®"s, a group of Muslims discussed the matter of the
Imamate and ended up disagreeing among themselves. One of the adherents of the 8" Imam-
asws asked for an explanation of what Muslims were discussing and disagreeing about.

The 8™ Imam™%s explained: The matter of the Imamate is part of the completion of the
religion. Prophet™®" had explained to his*®% Ummah the landmarks of their religion,
clarified its path for them, and left them upon the direct course of truth.

Whoever claims that Allah?", Mighty and Majestic, did not Perfect His®* religion has
rejected the Book of Allah*"i, Mighty and Majestic, and whoever rejects the Book of Allah-
azwi js g Kafir. Do you know the worth of the Imamate and its position within the Ummah, such
that their choosing it would be permissible?

The Imamate is too exalted in worth, too great in significance, too elevated in position, too
unassailable (irrefutable) and too profound in depth for people to comprehend through their
intellects or attain it through their opinions, such that they could establish it through their
own choice!

The Imam™Ys is unique in his®"s era. No one comes close to him?"s; no equal matches him"
asws, no substitute for him=s¥s can be found; and he®"s has no likeness or peer. He®"% is singled
out for all excellence without having to seek or make an effort to acquire it himself@*s, Rather,
it is a distinction bestowed to him**s by the Gracious Bestower32%,

Who Qualifies to be called Imam?
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From Al-Qasim Ibn Muslim, from his brother Abd Al-Aziz Ibn Muslim, who said, ‘We were in
Merv during the days of Ali®"s |lbn Musa Al-Reza™®"Ys. We gathered in its congregational
mosque on a Friday, shortly after our arrival. The people discussed the matter of the Imamate
and mentioned the considerable disagreement among people concerning it. | entered upon
my master and patron, Al-Reza®%s, and informed him of what the people had been
discussing.
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He s smiled, then said, ‘O Abd Al-Aziz! The people are ignorant and have been deceived
concerning their religions. Allah®*", Blessed and Exalted, did not Take His#" Prophets"V
until He*®WY had Perfected the religion for him**%¥% and Revealed the Qur’an to himsaWw,
containing a detailed explanation of everything. In it, He®® Explained the lawful and the
unlawful, the prescribed limits, the rulings, and everything that is needed. Thus, He?™,
Mighty and Majestic, Said: We have not neglected in the Book of anything; [6:38].
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And during the Farewell Hajj, which was at the end of his=2%V [ife, He#*¥i Revealed: Today I
Perfected your Religion for you and Completed My Favour upon you, and am Pleased with
Islam as a Religion for you [5:3].
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Thus, the matter of the Imamate is part of the completion of the religion. Prophet*®** did not
pass away until he*®Y had explained to his*®% Ummah the landmarks of their religion,
clarified its path for them, and left them upon the direct course of truth. He* Established
Ali®"s for them as a guiding standard and an Imam™*¢, and left nothing the Ummah needed
without explaining it.
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Whoever claims that Allah®%¥, Mighty and Majestic, did not Perfect His*" religion has
rejected the Book of Allah?"i, Mighty and Majestic, and whoever rejects the Book of Allah-
azwj js a Kafir. Do you know the worth of the Imamate and its position within the Ummah, such
that their choosing it would be permissible?
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The Imamate is too exalted in worth, too great in significance, too elevated in position, too
impregnable, and too profound in depth for people to comprehend it through their intellects
or attain it through their opinions, such that they could establish it through their own choice!

AU Sl 3 e 55 I 55 G sB s 5 Wl 5 16 e sl 5 5500 36 ) fa s s 5 5 0 Ges U Dy

Lo

Allah?™i Singled out lbrahim™ the Friend (of the Beneficent) for the Imamate after
Prophethood and friendship, as a third rank and a distinction which Allah®¥ Honoured him"
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s with, thereby exalting his renown. Thus, He®%, Said: He Said: “I will Make you an Imam
for the people” [2:124].
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The Friend (Ibrahim™) said, rejoicing with it: And from my offspring?’ Allah®*/ Mighty and

Majestic Said: My Covenant cannot be attained by the unjust [2:124]. This Verse invalidated
the Imamate of every unjust one up to the Day of Qiyamah, and came to be among the elites.
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Then Allah??¥ Mighty and Majestic Honoured him2* by Making the people of cleanliness and
the purity to be in his*®"¥ offspring. The Exalted Said: And We Bestowed to him Is’haq and
Yaqoub in addition, and We Made both to be righteous ones [21:72] And We made them as
Imams guiding by Our Command and We Revealed unto them the doing of good, and
establishing the Salat, and giving the Zakat, and they worshipped Us [21:73].

G 3 G e 585500 D ity A ST 0) Y 5 5 G o g W5 B A LB i 02 ek g s g JF
Coadd) 2 B 515

It did not cease to be in his™ offspring, being inherited by one from the other, generation by
generation, until the Prophet (Mohammed=2"%) inherited it. Allah?** Mighty and Majestic
Said: Surely the foremost of people to Ibrahim are those who follow him and this Prophet
and those who are believing; and Allah is the Guardian of the Momineen [3:68].
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It was especially for him=@¥W (Prophet (Mohammed=2%Y). He@"" collared Ali"***¥s with it by the
Command of Allah®®, upon the rule of what Allah*** Obligates. It came to be in hiss"W
offspring, the elites, those whom Allah***} Gave the knowledge and the Eman, as per the
Words of the Mighty and Majestic: And those Given the Knowledge and the Eman would say:
‘You have tarried up to the Day of the Resurrection, as per the Book of Allah [30:56].
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Therefore, it is among the sons@%s of Ali®"s in particular, up to the Day of Qiyamah, since
there is no Prophet™ after Muhammad=®"%, From where is the choice of these ignoramuses?

Indeed, the Imamate is a status of the Prophets™s, and the inheritance of the successors®!
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Indeed, the Imamate is the caliphate of Allah®"I Mighty and Majestic and the caliphate of the
Rasool®, and the position of Amir Al-Momineen?"s, and the inheritance of Al-Hassan®"s and
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Al-Husayn?%s! Indeed, the Imamate is the reign of the religion, and a system for the Muslims,
and the betterment of the religion, and the honour of the believers! Indeed, the Imamate is
the pinnacle of Islam’s growth and its most exalted branch!
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Through the Imam™@s*s, the Salat, and the Zakat, and the Fasts, and the Hajj, and the Jihad are
completed, and the war booty and the charities are fully measured, and the legal punishments
and rulings are implemented, and the frontiers and the outskirts are defended!
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The Imam=3"s permits the Permissible(s) of Allah®*, and prohibits the Prohibitions of Allah-
azwj and establishes the legal punishments of Allah#2" of the religion of Allah??¥, and calls to
the way of his"s Lord?*" with the wisdom and the excellent preaching, and the conclusive
argument!
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The Imam@$" is like the sun emerging to the world while it is on the horizon, whereby neither
the hands nor the sights can attain it!
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The Imam™@"s is the radiant full moon, and the radiant lamp, the brilliant light, and the guiding
star amid the depths of darkness, and the barren wilderness and the ocean depths!
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The Imam™?"s is sweet water during thirst, the one who points towards guidance and saves
from regress (ruin)!
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The Imam™@%sis the fire upon the terrain, providing warmth to whoever seeks it, and the guide
along the paths. Whoever parts from him2s¥s perishes!
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The Imam™*s s the rain-bearing cloud, the pouring rain, the illuminating sun, the outspread
earth, the abundant spring, the pool and the garden!
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The Imam™@%s js the trustworthy companion, the compassionate father, the full brother, and
the refuge of the servants in calamity!
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The Imam™"s is the trustee of Allah®" upon His?™ earth, His* Divine Authority over His’
azwj servants, and His? vicegerent in His® lands, the one who calls towards Allah?? and
defends the Sanctity of Allah32%,
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The Imam™@%s is purified from sins, free from defects, singled out for knowledge, marked by
forbearance, the system of the religion, the honour of the Muslims, the fury of those who
depart from the faith, and the ruination of the Kafirs.
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The Imam™"Ys is unique in his®"s era. No one comes close to him?"s; no equal matches him"
asws, no substitute for him?“s can be found; and he®"* has no likeness or peer. Imam?®"s is

singled out for all excellence without having to seek or make an effort to acquire it himself-
asws Rather, it is a distinction bestowed to him2*"s by the Gracious Bestower22%,

52l el 5 o s 5 Y s gt et g O I s s B 8K g L0 B 6 2

i\fi& \vaa,@j &;L’,U\WA;\;:Y ujz}j;jw,ﬂ ?Ebuyﬁ%j’;w uj\a.>~ A;L«l}'s)ﬂ@};l&g‘ }f{:

J

%

Who then can attain knowledge of the Imam™%* and be capable of choosing him®%s? Far, far
from it! Intellects have lost their way, minds have wandered, understandings have become
bewildered, eyes have grown weary, the great have become small, the wise have become
perplexed, the forbearing have fallen short, orators have been tongue-tied, discerning minds
have remained ignorant, poets have become exhausted, men of letters have proved incapable,
and the eloquent have been unable to describe a single aspect of his stature or a single virtue
among his@®"s virtues.

Thus, they have acknowledged their inability and shortcomings. How, then, can he®%“s be
described, or his®%s true essence be characterised, or anything of his®Ys affair be
comprehended, or anyone found who can take his®"* place and fulfil his@"s role?
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No! How could this be, and from where, when he®"s is as far beyond as the star is, from the
hands of those reaching for him?®"s and the descriptions of those describing him=3sws?

L%d‘@/wm‘ﬂ@fuﬂ“@ )JU&JJ«*}JN‘WW‘P»“ H‘J‘Mf ‘ﬁﬂ‘ H‘J‘MJJL‘"“ 56
2 ‘}—“—“f’rbd“‘-‘i jwu 6 s J);L,uywa;uyyg;@mq@gﬁ-t&;abjwswﬁy\;@u

A

—\

aé‘\

Page 5 of 13




Perfection and Protection of Religion by Imam www.hubeali.com

What place, then, does choice have in this? How far are intellects from this? And where can
anyone like this be found? They thought that such a person could be found outside the family
of Rasool-Allah*#"¥, By Allah-#", their own souls have lied to them and filled them with false
hopes. They climbed a difficult, slippery ascent from which their feet slip into the depths. They
sought to appoint the ‘Imam’ through bewildered, futile and deficient intellects and
misleading opinions, but it did not increase them except in remoteness!
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May Allah Fight them! How deluded they are [9:30]. They have sought difficulty and have
spoken a blatant lie and have strayed a far straying [4:167], and have fallen into confusion
when they neglected the Imam=?"s from without having any insight, And the Satan adorned
their deeds for them, so he blocked them from the Way, although they were insightful
[29:38].
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They turned away from the Choice of Allah® and choice of Rasool-Allah™?*% to their own
choices while the Quran was calling out to them: And your Lord Creates whatever He so
Desires to and Chooses (whoever He so Desires to). The choosing was not for them. Glorious
is Allah and Exalted from what they are associating [28:68].
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And the Mighty and Majestic Said: And it was not for a believing man or a believing woman,
when Allah and His Rasool decide a matter, that the choice would happen to be for them
from their matter [33:36].
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And the Mighty and Majestic Said: What is the matter with you? How are you judging?
[68:36] Or is there a Book with regard to it, you are learning (from)? [68:37] If it is there for
you in it, then why are you choosing (a leader)? [68:38] Or is there an oath for you upon Us
reaching up to the Day of Judgment, that for you would be whatever you decide? [68:39]
Ask them, which of them can be a leader with that? [68:40] Or are there associates for them,
then let them come with their associates if they were truthful [68:41].
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And the Mighty and Majestic Said: do they not ponder on the Quran, or are there locks upon
(their) hearts [47:24] They are pleased to be with those who stay behind, and there is a seal
upon their hearts, so they don’t understand [9:87] And do not become like those who are
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saying, ‘We hear’, and they are not listening [8:21] Surely, the vilest animals in the Presence
of Allah are the deaf, the dumb, those who are not using their intellects [8:22].
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And if Allah had Known of any good being in them, He would have Made them listen, and if
He were to Make them listen, they would have (still) turned back in aversion [8:23] They
said: ‘We hear and we disobey’ [2:93] That is the Grace of Allah. He Gives it to ones He so
Desires to, and Allah is with the Mighty Grace [62:4].
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How, then, can they choose the Imam®%“* when the Imam™?"s is knowledgeable without
ignorance, a shepherd who does not shrink back (recede) from his duty, and a repository of
holiness, purity, devotion, asceticism, knowledge, and worship? He#"s js singled out by the
supplication of Rasool-Allah™*®"¥ and he®"s is the offspring of the purified Al-Batul (Syeda
Fatimaas%s),
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No fault can be found in his@"s lineage, and no person of noble ancestry comes close to him"
asws He@Ws helongs to the noble house of Quraysh, the pinnacle of Hashim™*, and the Progeny
asws of the family of Rasool-Allah*"¥, He®¥s enjoys the approval of Allah"#?%, is the noblest of
the noble, and is a branch of Abd Manafs.
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His®"s knowledge grows, his®%s forbearance is complete, he®"s is fully capable of bearing
the Imamate, and he®%* is knowledgeable in governance. Obedience to him™s js obligatory.
He?%s upholds the Command of Allah??, sincerely counsels the servants of Allah?, and
preserves the religion of Allah22%,
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Indeed, Allah??¥ Grants success to the Prophets? and the Imams2**s and Gives them2s"s from
His# Treasured Knowledge and Wisdom, what He?* does not Give to others!
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His®*"s knowledge would be above the knowledge of the people of their time, in the Words
of Allah®¥ Mighty and Majestic: Is the one who guides to the Truth more rightful to be
followed or the one who does not guide unless if he is Guided? What is the matter with you
all? How are you judging?’ [10:35].
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And Words of the Mighty and Majestic: and the one who is Given the Wisdom, so he has been
Given abundant good [2:269]; and Words of the Mighty and Majestic regarding Talut: ‘Allah
has Chosen him over you, and has Increased him abundantly in knowledge and physique;
and Allah Grants His Kingdom to the one He so Desires to; and Allah is Capacious, Knowing
[2:247].
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And the Mighty and Majestic Said for His?*¥ Prophet**"": and the Grace of Allah was great
upon you [4:113]; and the Mighty and Majestic Said regarding the Imams?"“s from hiss2wW
Ahl-Al Bayt®"s and his*®"" family: Or are they envying the people upon what Allah has Given
them from His Grace? We have Given the Progeny of Ibrahim, the Book and the Wisdom,
and have Given them a grand kingdom [4:54] From them is one who believes in him, and of
them is he who turns away from him and would be sufficed with Hell as a Blazing Fire [4:55].
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Indeed, when Allah®?¥ Chooses a servant to attend to the affairs of His® servants, He?2%
Expands his@"s chest for that, Places within his®"s heart wellsprings of wisdom, and Inspires
him@"“s with knowledge. Thereafter, he®"s is never at a loss for an answer, nor is he@Ws
bewildered about what is correct. He™®"* is protected from sin, Supported, Granted success
and rightly guided, safeguarded against sins, slips and stumbles, and That is the Grace of
Allah. He Gives it to ones He so Desires to, and Allah is with the Mighty Grace [62:4].
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Are they able upon similar to this, so they can be choosing or their choice would be with this
description so they can forward him? By the House of Allah?", they have transgressed the

truth and discarded the Book of Allah-#*" behind their backs, as if they are not knowing!
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And in the Book of Allah?": but they cast it behind their backs [3:187] and they pursue their
whims? [47:14]. Allah®*¥} Condemned them and Despised their souls. The Mighty and
Majestic Said: And who is more straying than the one who follows his own whims without a

Guidance from Allah? Surely Allah does not Guide the unjust people [28:50].
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And the Mighty and Majestic Said: Perdition is for them, and their deeds would be lost [47:8];
and the Mighty and Majestic Said: (are committing) a hateful atrocity in the Presence of Allah
and the presence of those who believe. Like that Allah Seals upon every heart of an arrogant
tyrant [40:35]!"’
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It is narrated from Al-Hassan Ibn Ali Ibn Fazzal, from Abu Al-Hassan Ali Ibn Musa Al-Rezas,
that he™®"s said: ‘The Imam has signs - he®"s is the most knowledgeable of people, the wisest
of people, the most pious of people, the bravest of people, the most generous of people, and
the most devoted to worship. He™®Ys is born circumcised and is purified. He®%s sees behind
him™@%s just as he sees in front of him?*"s, and he®"s has no shadow.
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When he®%s comes forth from his@%s mother’s lap onto the earth, he®"“s [ands upon his@sWs
palms, raising his"s voice with the two testimonies of faith. He®"* does not experience wet
dreams. His@"s eyes sleep, but his®"s heart does not sleep. He®"s is spoken to by Angels,
and the armour of Rasool-Allah™@¥¥ fits him2s¥s perfectly.

peel g 00 B30 55 5 el st o bl iy 558 52 2 Gl o5 0 B Y B ¥ 5 Jp D i Y
Tl wua :,af\jﬁ;ig&w/,,w J&ijﬁji}}jj&;\jbup\}}qut Y ;:J&j;gq;wj(;@;wf;gj; /gé'ﬂj

Neither urine nor excrement is seen from him2s*¢, because Allah®" has Charged the earth
with swallowing whatever comes out of him@W%s His%s fragrance is sweeter than the
fragrance of musk. He®%s has greater authority over people than they have over themselves,
and is more compassionate towards them than their fathers and mothers. He is the humblest
of people before Allah®¥, Mighty and Majestic, the most observant of what He?™i
Commands, and the most restrained from what He#*¥ Forbids.

. 3.0
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His@*"s supplication is Answered, such that, if he " were to supplicate against a rock, it would
split into two halves. He®"s possesses the weapons of Rasool-Allah®"W and his"s sword, Zul
Figar. He™®"s possesses a scroll containing the names of his®"* Shia until the Day of Qiyamah,
and a scroll containing the names of his®"s enemies until the Day of Qiyamah.
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He#%s possesses Al-Jamie, which is a scroll seventy cubits long, containing everything that the
children of Adam™° need. He™®"* possesses the greater and lesser Al Jafr, which is the hide of
a ram containing all knowledge, even the compensation for a scratch, even a single lash, half
a lash and a third of a lash. He™*"s possesses the Mus’haf of (Syeda) Fatima@sws!”’
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And it is reported by Khalid Ibn Al-Haytham Al-Farisi, ‘l said to Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®%s, ‘The
people claim that there are ‘Abdaal’ upon the earth. Who are these ‘Abdaa’l?’
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HeYs said, ‘They have spoken truthfully. The Abdaal are the successors?s*s. Allah 2 Placed
them upon the earth in place of the Prophets? when He?"i Took the Prophets?s away and
Sealed (Ended) the Prophethood with Muhammad=saww!”

Notes —
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There has been narrated from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza ", concerning the condemnation of the
exaggerators and the believers in delegation, declaring them disbelievers and astray,
disavowing them and those who ally themselves with them, and explaining the reason that
led them to that corrupt and false belief, a portion of which has already been mentioned in
this book.
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Likewise, reports have been narrated from his®"“* fathers and his®"* sons %S concerning
them, commanding that they be cursed and disavowed, that their condition be publicised, and
that their evil beliefs be exposed, so that the weak among the Shia are not deceived by their
statements, and those who oppose this community do not believe that all the Imami Shia hold
such views. We seek refuge from this and from whoever believes in it and adopts it.
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Among what Al-Reza®"* mentioned concerning the reason for their error and their straying
from the upright religion is the following —
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What we narrated through the chain of transmission previously mentioned, from Abu
Muhammad Al-Hassan Al-Askari®“s, that Al-Reza®"* said: ‘These misguided disbelievers
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were only led into this through their ignorance of their own worth, until their admiration for
themselves became intense and their glorification of whatever proceeded from them became
excessive.
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They relied exclusively upon their corrupt opinions and confined themselves to their intellects,
which had been led along a path other than the proper one, until they belittled the worth of
Allah?2, despised His? Command and treated His?*¥ tremendous Majesty lightly. They did
not know that He? is Powerful through Himself?® and self-sufficient through His??
essence, that His®" Power is not borrowed and His#" self-sufficiency is not acquired.
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And the One Who Impoverishes whomever He®* Desires to and Enriches whomever He?%i
Desires to, and renders whomever He®?"i Desires powerless after possessing power and poor
after possessing wealth.
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Thus, they looked upon a servant whom Allah??¥ had Specialised for a power through which
to demonstrate his excellence in His® Sight, and Favoured with His®*"/ Honour through
which to establish His®*l proof over His#" creation.
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He#2%i Made what He® had Given him a reward for his obedience, an incentive to follow His
awi Command, and an assurance to His " servants under religious obligation against error on
the part of the one He*" had Appointed as a proof over them and an example for them.
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They were like people seeking a king from among the kings of this world, seeking his bounty,
hoping for his gifts, expecting to shelter beneath his protection, to be revived through his
kindness, and to return to their families with his abundant gifts, which would assist them in
pursuing their worldly needs and save them from resorting to lowly livelihoods and base
pursuits.
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While they were asking about the king’s route so that they could await him, having directed
their longing towards him and attached their hearts to seeing him, they were told, ‘He will
appear before you amid his armies, processions, cavalry and infantry. When you see him, give
him his due reverence and the acknowledgement of his kingship that is obligatory. Beware of
calling anyone else by his title or revering anyone besides him as you revere him, for you would
thereby deprive the king of his right, disparage him and deserve his severe punishment’.
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They said, ‘We shall do so to the utmost of our effort and ability!” Soon afterwards, one of the
king’s servants appeared before them with cavalry that his master had assigned to him,
infantry that he had placed under his command, and wealth that he had bestowed upon him.
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These people, who were seeking the king, looked and considered the favours of his master
that they saw with this servant so immense that they deemed him too exalted to be merely a
recipient of the things they found with him. They began greeting him with the greeting due to
the king, calling him by his title, and denying that there was a king above him or a master who
owned him.
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This servant, who had received these favours, together with all his soldiers, rebuked them,
forbade them from doing this and disavowed the title by which they called him. They informed
them that it was the king who had bestowed these favours upon him and singled him out for
them, and that, ‘Your saying what you say would unleash upon you the king’s wrath and
punishment and deprive you of everything you hoped to receive from him/’
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But these people began accusing them of lying and rejecting their words. They continued in
this manner until the king became angry when he found that they had equated his servant
with him, disparaged him in his kingdom and denied him his due reverence. He gathered them

all into his prison and appointed over them someone who subjected them to grievous
punishment.
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Like that, when these people found Amir Al-Momineen?"s to be a servant whom Allah22¥
had honoured to demonstrate his excellence and establish His®¥ proof, they deemed their
Creator too insignificant to have made Ali®%s His®" servant, and deemed Ali"*"s too great for
Allah-#%i, Mighty and Majestic, to be his@"s Lord?2",

3 < PNt T osgas Lot A der g 5 Zaom IEATER P PR R PR 1 oF - S P o7 e . %
V) Og5uis ¥ —09800 5 O3sl2 O5hs S 803 5 Ul O oVER 6 02 1500 5wt §asle AT 0 53T 5 38 QAL 4 S8y 13000

);gix; G ‘x’; ;),iu/ DR TN H R PWi (;A;;\,:v &

Thus, they called him®"“s by a name other than his®%s own. He®" and his s followers from
among the people of his faith and his@"* Shia forbade them and said to them, ‘O people! Ali-
asws and his@"s offspring®“s are honoured servants, Created and Governed. They have no
power except over what Allah??, Lord?*¥ of the worlds, has Empowered them to do. They
asws nossess nothing except what He®¥ has Granted them possession of.
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They®%s have no control over death, life, resurrection, withholding, extending, movement or
rest except insofar as He®™ has Empowered them and Granted them the capacity. Their?ws
Lord®¥ and Creator is far above the attributes of originated beings and Exalted above the
descriptions of limited beings. Whoever takes them™*"s, or any one of them, as lords besides
Allah?™i js among the disbelievers and has strayed from the even (straight) path!”
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But the people persisted only in defiance and continued wandering blindly in their

transgression. Thus, their hopes came to nothing, their pursuits failed, and they remained in
punishment (an extract).!

1 Al Ihtijaj — Vol two — Hadeeth 18
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