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 تَسْلِيماً.ِوَسَلَمَِِ,الطاَهِريِنِِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلِهِِِعَلىِاللَُِِّوَِصَلَىِِ,الْعالَمِينِرَبِِِالْْمَْدُِللَِِِّالرحَِيمِِِالرَحْْنِِِاللَِِِّبِسْمِِ
In the Name of Allah--azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah--azwj Lord--azwj of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief 

Muhammad--saww and his--saww Purified Progeny--asws, and greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأعَْدَائَ هُمِْاَجَْْعِيْنِ  الَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَدٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَعَجِ 

Pondering and interpreting the Holy Quran 

Summary: 

Some believers think that pondering on the Quran, by general Muslims, has led them astray. 
They quote the following Holy Verse, saying that, if we were to do the same, we may be led 
astray also.  Therefore, they refrain from engaging in the Tafseer (interpretation) of the Holy 
Quran and confine themselves to its recitation. In the aforementioned Verse, Allah-azwj Says: 

“Are they not then pondering on the Quran? And if it was from anyone other than Allah, 
they would have found in it a lot of discrepancies [4:82].” 

The above opinion would hold for the followers of Ahl Al-Bayt-asws – if Quranic Verses were 

meant to be interpreted by opinion, as most Muslims do. The Ahadith clearly prohibit us 

from interpreting the Holy Verse by opinion, by analogy, or with the help of verses with 

similar meaning; instead, they command us to refer to the interpretation of the Words of 

Allah-azwj as explained by the Ahl Al-Bayt-asws and develop a deep understanding of the 

Quran. 

Imam Ali-asws says: 

 ِعِبَادَةٍِليَْسَِفِيهَاِتَ فَكُّرٌِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِعِلْمٍِليَْسَِفِيهِِتَ فَهُّمٌِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِقِراَءَةٍِليَْسَِفِيهَاِتَدَب ُّرٌِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِ

‘Indeed! There is no goodness in knowledge wherein there is no understanding. Indeed! There 
is no goodness in the recitation (of the Quran) wherein there is no pondering. Indeed! Indeed, 
there is no good in an act of worship that lacks contemplation (an extract)…’1  

Therefore, a ponderer should not engage in wishful thinking (daydreaming), which is a 
forbidden act2, nor in interpreting Holy Verses through ‘Qayaas’ (analogy)3, nor in following 
the Quranic Tafseer by someone who is Fallible (i.e., giving judgements and/or issuing 
fatawa/decrees). Amir Al-Momineen-asws says that they (the followers – Muqalids) follow 
them (Fatawa givers) like dogs, e.g.: 

السُّنَنِِت َِِِوَِقاَلَِأمَِيُِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِ فَلَتَتِْمِنْهُمُِالَْْحَادِيثُِأَنِْيََْفَظوُهَاِوَِأعَْيَتْهُمُِيََِمَعْشَرَِشِيعَتِنَاِوَِالْمُنْتَحِلِيَنِمَوَدَتَ نَاِإِيََكُمِْوَِأَصْحَابَِالرأَْيِِفإَِنََّمُِْأعَْدَاءُِ
ِالسُّنَةُِأَنِْيَ عُوهَاِ

And Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘O group of our Shias and the impersonators of our-asws 
cordiality! Beware of the people of opinion, for they are the enemies of the Sunnah(s). The 

 
1 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 5 H 3 
2 See for example: https://hubeali.com/articles/DayDreamingAnActOfSatan.pdf 
3 See Appendix II. 

https://hubeali.com/articles/DayDreamingAnActOfSatan.pdf


‘Pondering and interpreting the Holy Quran     www.hubeali.com 

Page 4 of 17 

Ahadith they had memorised have slipped away from them, and they are too weary of the 
Sunnah to revive it.  

بِِوَِنََزَعُواِالَْْقَِأهَْلَهُِوَِتََثَلَُواِبِِلْْئَمَِةِِالصَادِقِيَنِوَِهُمِْمِنَِالْكُفَارِِفاَتَََّذُواِعِبَادَِاللَِِّخَوَلًَِوَِمَالَهُِدُوَلًَِفَذَلَتِْلََمُُِالر قِاَبُِوَِأَطاَعَهُمُِالْْلَْقُِأَشْبَاهُِالْكِلَِ
ِالْمَلعِيِنِِ

‘They have taken the servants of Allah-azwj as their servants, and His-azwj Wealth as their wealth. 
The necks fell upon them, and the people followed them resembling the dogs, and they 
snatched the truth from its rightful ones, and they made themselves resemble the truthful 
Imams-asws, and they are from the Kafirs, the accursed ones.  

ينَِبِِراَئهِِمِِْ اِلدِ  أَِنِْيَ عْتََفُِواِبَِِنََّمُِْلََِيَ عْلَمُونَِفَ عَارَضُوا أِوَْلََِبِِلْمَسْحِِفَسُئِلُواِعَمَاِلََِيَ عْلَمُونَِفأَنَفُِوا اِلر جِْلَيْنِ لَِكَانَِبَِطِنُ ينُِبِِلْقِيَاسِ اِلدِ  كَِانَ لَِوْ أِمََا أَِضَلُّوا فَضَلُّواِوَ
ِمِنِْظاَهِرهِِِاَ

‘They were asked about what they are not doing, but they refused to admit that they were 
not knowing, so they opposed the Religion with their opinions. Thus, they strayed, and 
strayed others. But, if the Religion was with the analogies, the underside of the feet would be 
more foremost with the wiping (during ablution) than its upper part.’4 

Allah-azwj Directs us to consult the ‘اِلذكر  in the Holy Quran, (“So ask the Ahl Al-Zikr (People ’اهل

of the Reminder) if you do not know (16:43)”).   

 دُونَِبِِمَْرنَِوَِهُمُِالَذِينَِأمََرَِالَلُِّبِوَلََيتَِهِمِْوَِطاَعَتِهِمِْالَلَِّأمََرَِبِوَلََيةَِِالْْئَمَِةِِالَذِينَِسََاَهُمُِالَلُِّفِكِِتَابِهِِفِِقَ وْلهِِِوَِجَعَلْناهُمِْأئَمَِةًِيَ هِْ

Allah-azwj has commanded the Wilayah (submission), of the Imams-asws whom Allah-azwj has 
Named in His-azwj Book, in His-azwj Statement: “And We made them Imams who guided 
(people) by Our command,” [21:73] and they-asws are the ones-asws for whom-asws Allah-azwj has 
Commanded the Wilayah for, and to be in their-asws obedience… (an extract).5  

The topic of ‘Taffakur and Taddabar’ is covered in a separate write-up: 

Deep Thinking – Taffakur and Taddabar · HubeAli 

Also see how to best understand the meanings of Holy Verses: 

Understanding the Holy Quran – Tafseer – Interpretation · HubeAli 

Pondering on the Holy Quran: 

 وِعنهِ)عليهِالسلم(:ِ»القرآنِظاهرهِأنيق،ِوِبِطنهِعميق،ِلَِتفنىِعجائبه،ِوِلَِتنقضيِغرائبه،ِوِلَِتكشفِالظلماتِإلَِبه

 
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 14 H 9 

5 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14449                         13 :ي )ط - الإسلامية(، ج8، ص
 الكاف 

https://hubeali.com/articles/deep-thinking-taffakur-and-taddabar
https://hubeali.com/articles/understanding-the-holy-quran-tafseer-interpretation
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And from him (the Imam-asws has narrated): ‘The Quran (is such that) its apparent is elegant, 
and its hidden is deep. Its wonders do not cease nor does its strangeness expire, nor can the 
darkness be removed except by it.’6 

We cannot ponder the Verses of the Holy Quran, except with the interpretation provided by 
the Holy Ahl Al-Bayt-asws. 

،ِقال:ِحدثناِمُمدِبنِموسىِبنِالمتوكل،ِقال:ِحدثناِعليِبنِإبراهيمِابنِهاشم،ِعنِأبيه،ِعنِالريَنِبنِالصلت،ِعنِعليِبنِِمُمدِبنِعليِبنِبِبويه
كِلمي،ِوِماِعرفنيِِ منِشبهنيِموسىِالرضا،ِعنِأبيه،ِعنِآبِئه،ِعنِأميِْالمؤمنينِ)عليهمِالسلم(:ِ»قالِاللهِجلِجلله:ِماِآمنِبيِمنِفسرِبرأيه

ِدينيِمنِاستعملِالقياسِفِِديني.ِماِعلىبخلقي،ِوِ

Muhammad Bin Ali Bin Babuwayh said, ‘It was narrated to us by Muhammad Bin Musa Bin Al Mutawakkal, from 
Ali Bin Ibrahim Ibn Hashim, from his father, from Al Rayan Bin Al Salt,  

(It has been narrated) from Imam Ali-asws Bin Musa Al-Reza-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws, 
from Amir Al-Momineen-asws having said: ‘Allah-azwj, Majestic is His-azwj Majesty, Said: ‘He has 
not believed in Me-azwj, the one who interprets My-azwj Speech by his opinion, and he has not 
recognised Me-azwj the one who resembles Me-azwj with My-azwj creatures, and he is not upon 
My-azwj Religion, the one who utilises the analogy in My-azwj Religion.’’7  

قال:ِحسبكمِأنِتقولواِماِنقول،ِِِِ-فِِحديثِِِِ-عنهِعنِأحْدِبنِمُمد،ِعنِعليِبنِالْكم،ِعنِحسانِأبيِعليِعنِأبيِعبدِاللهِ)عليهِالسلم(ِِ
 .وتصمتواِعماِنصمت،ِإنكمِقدِرأيتمِأنِاللهِعزِوجلِلمِيجعلِلْحدِِفِِخلفناِخيْا

From him, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Ali Bin Al Hakam, from Hassam Abu Ali,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘It suffices you all that you should 
be saying what we-asws are saying, and should be silent regarding whatever we-asws are silent 
about. You have all seen that Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic did not Make any goodness to be 
for anyone in opposition to us-asws.’8  

Allah-azwj Says: 

كَِثِيْاًِ} كَِانَِمِنِْعِنْدِِغَيِِْْاللَِِّلَوَجَدُواِفِيهِِاخْتِلَفاً ِ {82أفََلَِيَ تَدَبَ رُونَِالْقُرْآنَِِۚوَلَوْ

Are they not then pondering on the Quran? And if it was from anyone other than Allah, they 
would have found in it a lot of discrepancies [4:82] 

أنِالكتابِِِءٍ،ِوِذكر)الَحتجاج(ِللطبرسي:ِرويِعنِأميِْالمؤمنينِ)عليهِالسلم(ِفِِحديث،ِقال:ِ»وِاللهِسبحانهِيقول:ِماِفَ رَطْناِفِِالْكِتابِِمِنِْشَيِْ
كَِثِيْاًِ كِانَِمِنِْعِنْدِِغَيِِْْاللَِِّلَوَجَدُواِفِيهِِاخْتِلفاً ِوِإنِالقرآنِظاهرهِأنيق،ِوِبِطنهِعميق،ِِيصدقِبعضهِبعضا،ِوِأنهِلَِاختلفِفيه،ِفقالِسبحانه:ِوَِلَوْ

ِلَِتفنىِعجائبه،ِوِلَِتنقضيِغرائبه،ِوِلَِتكشفِالظلماتِإلَِبه«ِ.

Al-Ihtijaj of Al-Tabarsy –  

 
 ربيع الأبرار 2: 80.  6
 عيون أخبار الرضا )عليه السّلام( 1:  116/ 4.  7
8 Wasaail Al Shiah – H 33392 
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It has been reported from Amir-Al-Momineen-asws in a Hadeeth, having said: ‘And Allah-azwj the 
Glorious is Saying We have not neglected anything in the Book [6:38], and Mentioned that 
the Book, parts of it Verify the others, and that there is no discrepancy within it. So the 
Glorious Said: Are they not then pondering on the Quran? And if it was from anyone other 
than Allah, they would have found in it a lot of discrepancies [4:82].’ And the Quran, its 
apparent is wonderful, and its esoteric is profound, its wonders will never cease, and its 
amazements will never pass away, and the darkness cannot be removed except by it.’9  

أَبيِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلمِ(ِقاَلَِإِنَِهَذَاِالْقُرْآنَِفِيهِِمَنَارُِالَْدَُىِوَِِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيََْيََِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِأَحَْْدَِبْنِِيََْيََِعَنِْطلَْحَةَِبْنِِزَيْدٍِعَنِِْ
كَِمَاِيََْشِيِالْمُسْتَنِيُِْفِِالظُّمَصَابيِحُِالدُّجَىِفَ لْيَجْلُِجَالٍِبَِ  لُمَاتِِبِِلنُّورِِِ.صَرَهُِوَِيَ فْتَحُِللِضِ يَاءِِنَظرََهُِفإَِنَِالتَ فَكُّرَِحَيَاةُِقَ لْبِِالْبَصِيِْ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad Bin Yahya, from Talha Bin 
Zayd,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘This Quran, in it are minarets of 
guidance, and lanterns for the darkness. So let him brighten the brightness of his vision and 
open his vision for the illumination, for the pondering is a revival for the insight of ‘  ب

ْ
ل
َ
 ’ق

(wisdom, sometimes also translated as the heart) just as the enlightened one would walk in 
ور  ‘

ُّ
الن مَات  ب 

ُ
ل
ُّ
ي الظ  

  the darkness with the light.’10 ’ف 

يَ تَخَلَصِْمِنِْنَشَبٍِِعَلَىِالْمَعْرفَِةِِلِمَنِْعَرَفَِالصِ فَةَِفَ لْيَجْلُِجَالٍِبَصَرَهُِوَِلْيُ بْلِغِِالصِ فَةَِنَظرََهُِيَ نْجُِمِنِْعَطَبٍِوَِِِِفِيهِِمَصَابيِحُِالَْدَُىِوَِمَنَارُِالِْْكْمَةِِوَِدَليِلٌِ
كَِمَاِيََْشِيِالْمُسْتَنِيُِْفِِالظُّلُمَاتِِبِِلنُّورِِف َِ  عَلَيْكُمِْبُِِسْنِِالتَخَلُّصِِوَِقِلَةِِالتََبَُّصِِ.فإَِنَِالتَ فَكُّرَِحَيَاةُِقَ لْبِِالْبَصِيِْ

Also: ‘Therein are lanterns of guidance, and minarets of wisdom, and it evidences upon the 
recognition to the one-asws who understands the capacity, so it brightens the brightness of his 
insight and lets his perception reach the capacity. It rescues from the corruption and finishes 
off from the entanglements, for the pondering is a revival of the heart of insight just as the 
enlightened one walks in the darkness with the light. Therefore, it is upon you with the 
excellent sincerity and without having second thoughts.’11  

For more details, please refer to Al Kafi V 2 The Book of the Merits of the Quran 
https://hubeali.com/books/English-Books/AlKafiVol2/AlKafiV2-
TheBookOfMeritsOfTheQuran.pdf 

ِعَنِْإِسَْاَعِيلَِبْنِِمِهْراَنَِعَنِْأَبيِسَعِيدٍِالْقَِ مَاطِِعَنِِالْْلََبِِ ِعَنِْأَبيِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلمِ(ِقاَلَِقاَلَِأمَِيُِِْعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِالْبَرقِْيِ 
هُمِْمِنِِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِ)ِعليهِالسلمِ( ِالْفَقِيهِِمَنِْلَمِْيُ قَنِ طِِالنَاسَِمِنِْرَحَْْةِِاللَِِّوَِلَمِْيُ ؤْمِن ْ ِعَذَابِِاللَِِّوَِلَمِْيُ رَخِ صِْلََمُِْفِِمَعَاصِيِاللَِِّوَِلَمِْأَِلََِأُخْبِركُُمِْبِِلْفَقِيهِِحَقِ 

 يَتَْكُِِالْقُرْآنَِرَغْبَةًِعَنْهُِإِلََِغَيْْهِِِ

A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Al Barqy, from Ismail Bin Mihran, from Abu Saeed 
Al Qammat, from Al Halby,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘Shall 
I-asws inform you all of the understanding one who is truly an understanding one? (It is) the 

 
 (Extract) الاحتجاج: 262، نهج البلاغة: 61 )الخطبة 17( 9
10 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 1 H 5 
11 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 1 H 2 

https://hubeali.com/books/English-Books/AlKafiVol2/AlKafiV2-TheBookOfMeritsOfTheQuran.pdf
https://hubeali.com/books/English-Books/AlKafiVol2/AlKafiV2-TheBookOfMeritsOfTheQuran.pdf
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one who does not despair the people (from receiving) the Mercy of Allah-azwj, and does not 
liberate them from the Punishment of Allah-azwj, and does not permit for them to be in the 
disobedience of Allah-azwj, and does not neglect the Quran by turning away from it to 
something else. 

 ِعِبَادَةٍِليَْسَِفِيهَاِتَ فَكُّرٌِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِعِلْمٍِليَْسَِفِيهِِتَ فَهُّمٌِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِقِراَءَةٍِليَْسَِفِيهَاِتَدَب ُّرٌِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِ

‘Indeed! There is no goodness in knowledge wherein there is no understanding. Indeed! There 
is no goodness in the recitation (of the Quran) wherein there is no pondering.  Indeed, there 
is no good in an act of worship that lacks contemplation.’12  

ِالَْْشْعَريُِِّعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَبْدِِالْْبََارِِعَنِِابْنِِأَبيِنََْراَنَِعَنِْأَبيِ يلَةَِعَنِْجَابِرٍِعَنِْأَبيِجَعْفَرٍِعَلَيْهِِالسَلَمُِقاَلَ:ِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصَلَىِالَلُِّعَلَيْهِِوَِِِ-أبَوُِعَلِيٍ  جَِْ
ِمَسْئُولٌِوَِإِنَكُمِْمَسْئُولُونَ،ِإِِآلهِِ:ِيََِمَعَاشِرَِقُ راَءِِِ كِِتَابِهِِفإَِنّ ِ ِمَسْئُولٌِعَنِْتَ بْلِيغِِالر سَِالَةِ،ِوَِأمََاِأنَْ تُمِْفَ تُسْألَُونَِالْقُرْآنِِاتَ قُواِالَلَِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِفِيمَاِحَْلََكُمِْمِنْ نّ ِ

كِِتَابِِاللَِِّوَِسُنَتِِِ.  عَمَاِحُِْ لْتُمِْمِنْ

Abu Ali Al Ashari, from Muhammad Bin Abdul Jabbar, from Ibn Abu Najran, from Abu Jameela, from Jabir,  

From Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘O group of reciters of the Quran! Fear 
Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic regarding what you are bearing from His-azwj Book, for I-saww 
would be Questioned, and you all would be Questioned. I-saww would be Questioned about 
the delivery of the Message, and as for you, so you would be Questioned about what you bore 
from the Book of Allah-azwj and my-saww Sunnah.’’13 

In another Verse Allah-azwj Rebukes those who fail to ponder on the Quran: 

 {24أفََلَِيَ تَدَبَ رُونَِالْقُرْآنَِأمَِْعَلَىِٰقُ لُوبٍِأقَْ فَالَُاَِ}

So do they not ponder on the Quran, or are there locks upon (their) hearts [47:24] 

عْتُِأبََِِالَْْسَنِِا كَِثْ رةََِالصَلَةِِوَِالصَوْمِِإِنََّاَِالْعِبَادَةُِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيََْيََِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْمُعَمَرِِبْنِِخَلَدٍِقاَلَِسََِ لر ضَِاِعِيَ قُولُِليَْسَِالْعِبَادَةُ
   وَِجَلَِالتَ فَكُّرُِفِِأمَْرِِاللَِِّعَزَِ

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa from Muammar ibn Khallad who said: 

‘I heard Abu AI-Hassan Al-Reza-asws saying: ‘A great deal of prayer and fasting alone is not 
(everything in) worship. Worship is only in thinking about the affairs of Allah-azwj.’’14 

ِقاَلَِقاَلَِأَِ بوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَِأمَِيُِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِصِإِنَِالتَ فَكُّرَِيَدْعُوِإِلََِالْبرِ ِوَِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيََْيََِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْإِسَْاَعِيلَِبْنِِسَهْلٍِعَنِْحَْاَدٍِعَنِْربِْعِيٍ 
 بِهِِِِالْعَمَلِِ

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from lsmail ibn Sahl from Hammad from Ribi 
who has said:  

 
12 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 5 H 3                         36 :ي )ط - الإسلامية(، ج1، ص

 الكاف 
، ج3، ص: 616 13  H 216 – تفسير نور الثقلير 
14 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1547 
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Abu Abd Allah-asws has said that Amir Al-Momineen-asws has said: ‘Thinking leads to virtue and 
to acting virtuously.’15 

أَبيِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلمِ(ِقاَلَِإِنَِهَذَاِالْقُرْآنَِفِيهِِمَنَارُِالَْدَُىِوَِِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيََْيََِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِأَحَْْدَِبْنِِيََْيََِعَنِْطلَْحَةَِبْنِِزَيْدٍِعَنِِْ
كَِمَاِيََْشِيِالْمُسْتَنِيُِْفِِالظُّلُمَاتِِصَرَهُِمَصَابيِحُِالدُّجَىِفَ لْيَجْلُِجَالٍِبَِ  ِ.ِبِِلنُّورِِِوَِيَ فْتَحُِللِضِ يَاءِِنَظرََهُِفإَِنَِالتَ فَكُّرَِحَيَاةُِقَ لْبِِالْبَصِيِْ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad Bin Yahya, from Talha Bin 
Zayd,  

From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘This Quran, in it are minarets of guidance, and lanterns 
for the darkness. So let him brighten the brightness of his vision and open his vision for the 
illumination, for the pondering is a revival for the insight of the heart just as the enlightened 
one would walk in multiple darknesses with the light.’16  

وإنِاللهِإذاِأرادِأنِِ  عنه،ِعنِعبدِاللهِبنِهشامِبنِسالم،ِعنِسليمانِبنِخالدِقال:ِقالِأبوِعبدِاللهِعليهِالسلم:ِيَِسليمانِإنِلكِقلباِومسامع،
 يهدىِعبداِفتحِمسامعِقلبه،ِوإذاِأرادِبهِغيِْذلكِختمِمسامعِقلبهِفلِيصلحِأبدا،ِوهوِقولِاللهِعزوجلِ"ِأمِعلىِقلوبِأقفالَاِ"ِ

From him, from Abdullah Bin Hisham Bin Salim, from Suleyman Bin Khalid who said,  

Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘O Suleyman! Verily for your heart is a hearing. And when Allah-azwj 
Intends to Guide a servant, (Allah-azwj) Opens the hearing of his heart. And when He-azwj 
Intends with him other than that, (Allah-azwj) Seals the hearing of his heart, so he would not 
be correct, ever. And these are the Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic: So, do they not 
ponder on the Quran, or are there locks upon (their) hearts [47:24].’17 

رآنِعدةِمنِأصحابنا،ِعنِأحْدِبنِمُمدِبنِخالد،ِعنِإسَاعيلِبنِمهرانِعنِعبيسِبنِهشام،ِعمنِذكره،ِعنِأبيِجعفرِعليهِالسلمِقال:ِقراءِالق
حِفلكِثراللهِقدِثلثة:ِرجلِقرأِالقرآنِفاتَّذهِبضاعةِواستدربهِالملوكِواستطالِبهِعلىِالناسِورجلِقرأِالقرآنِفحفظِحروفهِوضيعِحدودهِوأقامهِإقامةِال

 نِفراشهِِهؤلَءِمنِحْلةِالقرآنِورجلِقرأِالقرآنِفوضعِدواءِالقرآنِعلىِداءِقلبهِفأسهرِبهِليلهِوأظمأِبهِنَّارهِوقامِبهِفِِمساجدهِوتجافىِبهِع

A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid, from Ismail Bin Mahran, from Ubeys Bin 
Hisham, from the one who mentioned it,  

Abu Ja’far-asws has said: ‘The reciters of the Quran are three – A man who recites the Quran, 
so he takes it as merchandise in order to attract the rulers and dominate the people by it. And 
a man who recites the Quran, so he memorises its letters but wastes its Limits, straightening 
it out like the straightness of the arrow (focusing only on the mechanics of the recitation). I-

asws wish Allah-azwj would not Make these type who bear the Quran to be numerous. And a 
man who recites the Quran, so he places the medicine of the Quran upon the sickness of his 
heart, so he is vigilant with it at night, and endures thirst due to it during the day, and stands 
by it in his Masjid, and forsakes his bed for it.  

 
15 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1548 
16 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 1 H 5 
17 Al Mahaasin – V 1 Bk 5 H 35 
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لَءِفِِقراءِالقرآنِأعزِِفباولئكِيدفعِاللهِالعزيزِالْبارِالبلءِوبِولئكِيديلِاللهِعزوجلِمنِالَعداءِوبِولئكِينزلِاللهِعزوجلِالغيثِمنِالسماءِفوِاللهِلَؤِ
 منِالكبريتِالَحْر.

‘So, it is by these (type of reciters) that Allah-azwj the Mighty the Compeller Repulses the 
afflictions, and it is by these that Allah-azwj Defends against the enemies, and it is by these that 
Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic Sends down the rains from the sky. So, by Allah-azwj, these ones 
among the reciters of the Quran are more cherished than red rubies.’18 

Can we Fully Understand the Holy Verses? 

Two students of Imam Hassan Askari-asws asked the Imam-asws, ‘If you-asws teach us the Book, 
can we fully understand the Divine Verses?’ The Imam-asws replied: ‘Never!’ - See the Hadith 
below: 

كِل،ِإنِالصادقِ)عليهِالسلم(ِِ علمِ ِماِأريدِأنِِقالَ:ِففرحناِوقلنا:ِيَبنِرسولِاللهِفاذاِنأتيِ)علىِجْيع(ِعلومِالقرآنِومعانيه؟ِقالِ)عليهِالسلم(:
كِله؟ِفقالِ)عليهِالسلم(:ِقدِجْعتِخيْاِِأعلمكماِ ِبعضِأصحابهِففرحِبذلك،ِوقال:ِيَبنِرسولِاللهِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوآله (ِقدِجْعتِعلمِالقرآن

كِانِالبحرِمداداِلكماتِربى لنفدِالبحرِِِكثيْا،ِوأوتيتِفضلِواسعا،ِلكنهِمعِذلكِأقلِقليلِ ِمنِ ِأجزاءِعلمِالقرآن،ِإنِاللهِعزوجلِيقول:ِ"ِقلِلو
كِلماتِربىِولوِجئناِبمثلهِمدداِ"ِ ِقبلِأنِتنفد

‘We were happy to hear (about you-asws agreeing to teach us about the Holy Quran), and said: 
‘O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww! So will we get all the knowledge of the Quran and its 
meanings?’ He-asws said: ‘Never! Whatever I am going to teach you is what Al-Sadiq-asws (6th 
Imam-asws) taught to one of his-asws companions – and he (the companion of the 6th Imam-asws) 
was happy with that and said: ‘O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww! So have I now become the 
recipient of the whole of the Quran?’ (Al Sadiq-asws) said: ‘You have collected a lot of good, 
and extensive grace, but so little of the parts of its knowledge, for Allah-azwj the Almighty Says: 
If the sea was ink for the Words of my Lord, the sea would be depleted before the Words of 
my Lord are depleted, and even if We were to bring the like of it as ink [18:109]. 

منِعجائبه،ِِِِويقول:ِ"ِولوِأنَّاِفِِالَرضِمنِشجرةِأقلمِوالبحرِيَدهِمنِبعدهِسبعةِأبِرِماِنفدتكِلماتِاللهِ"ِوهذاِعلمِالقرآنِومعانيه،ِوماِأودع
كِعلمك،ِولَ ِ ِالقرآنِ ِولكنِالقدرِالذيِأخذته،ِقدِفضلكِاللهِتعالَِبهِعلىكِلِمنِلَِيعلم كِفهمكِ.ِفكمِترىِمقدارِماِأخذتهِمنِجْيعِهذا ِيفهم

And Allah-azwj Says: And even if every tree in the earth was a pen and the oceans to ink it, 
from after it seven (more) oceans, the Words of Allah would not be depleted [31:27]. And 
this is the knowledge of the Quran and its meanings and extensiveness, see for yourself what 
you have taken from the whole of the Quran. But only little you have taken, Allah-azwj the 
Exalted has Given you preference over that person who does not know what you do and his 
understanding is not like yours… (An extract)19 

زُِالْفَوَائِدِِ مَامِِالصَادِقِِجَعْفَرِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعِفَ لَمَاِرَِكَن ْ ِذكََرَِأَنَِأبََِِحَنِيفَةَِأَكَلَِطعََاماًِمَعَِالِْْ ِالْعالَمِيَنِاللَهُمَِللِْكَراَجُكِيِ  فَعَِعِيَدَهُِمِنِْأَكْلِهِِقاَلَِالْْمَْدُِلِلَِِّرَبِ 
 إِنَِهَذَاِمِنْكَِوَِمِنِْرَسُولِكَِِ

 
18 Al Kafi – H 3551 
19 Tafseer Imam Hassan Al-Askariasws - Preface 
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(The book) Kanz Al Fawaid of Al Karajuki –  

It is mentioned that Abu Haneefa ate a meal with the Imam Sadiq, Ja’far-asws Bin Muhammad-

asws. So, when he-asws raised his-asws hand from eating, he-asws said: ‘The Praise is for Allah-azwj, 
Lord-azwj of the worlds. O Allah-azwj! Surely this is from You-azwj and from Your-azwj Rasool-saww.’ 

 فَ قَالَِأبَوُِحَنِيفَةَِيََِأبََِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّأَِجَعَلْتَِمَعَِاللَِِّشَريِكاًِِ

So, Abu Haneefa said, ‘O Abu Abdullah-asws! Are you-asws making (Rasool-Allah-saww) to be as an 
associate with Allah-azwj?’ 

كِِتَابِهِِوَِماِنَ قَمُواِإِلََِأَنِْأغَْناهُمُِالَلُِّوَِرَسُولهُُِ وَِمِنِْفَضْلِهِِِوَِيَ قُولُِفِِمَوْضِعٍِآخَرَِوَِلَوِْأَنََّمُِْرَضُواِماِآتاهُمُِالَلُِِِِّفَ قَالَِلَهُِوَيْ لَكَِإِنَِالَلَِّتَ عَالََِيَ قُولُِفِ
 رَسُولهُُِوَِقالُواِحَسْبُ نَاِالَلُِّسَيُ ؤْتيِنَاِالَلُِّمِنِْفَضْلِهِِوَِرَسُولهُُِِ

He-asws said to him: ‘Woe be unto you! Surely Allah-azwj the Exalted is Saying in His-azwj Book: 
‘and they hated except if Allah and His Rasool was to Enrich them from His Grace [9:74]. 
And He-azwj is Saying in another place: And if only they had been pleased with what Allah and 
His Rasool gave them, and they should be saying: ‘Allah is Sufficient for us; Allah will soon 
Give us from His Grace and (so would) His Rasool [9:59].’’ 

عْتُ هُمَاِإِلََِفِِهَِ كِِتَابِِاللَِِّوَِلََِسََِ ِمَاِقَ رأَْتُُمَُاِقَطُِّمِنْ  ذَاِالْوَقْتِِفَ قَالَِأبَوُِحَنِيفَةَِوَِاللَِِّلَكَأَنّ ِ

So, Abu Haneefa said, ‘By Allah-azwj! It is as if I had not read these two (Verses) at all from the 
Book of Allah-azwj nor heard them (before), except during this time!’ 

عْتَ هُمَاِوَِلَكِنَِالَلَِّتَ عَالََِأنَْ زَلَِفِيكَِوَِفِِأَِ كَِلَِبَلِْرانَِعَلىِشْبَاهِكَِأمَِْعَلىِفَ قَالَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِبَ لَىِقَدِْقَ رأَْتَُمَُاِوَِسََِ كِانوُاِِِقُ لُوبٍِأقَْفالَُاِوَِقاَلَ قُ لُوبِِِمِْما
 يَكْسِبُونِ

Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘Yes, you have read and heard them both, but Allah-azwj the Exalted 
Revealed regarding you and regarding the likes of you: So do they not ponder on the Quran, 
or are there locks upon (their) hearts [47:24]. And He-azwj Said: Never! But, it has rusted upon 
their hearts, what they had been earning [83:14].’20  

Supplicating while holding the Holy Quran: 

نَادَهُِوَِحَدِيثَهُِفِكِِتَابِِإِغَاثةَِِالدَاعِيِوَِنَذْكُرُِهَاهُنَاِالْمُراَدَِمِنْهُِوَِهُوَِعَنِْمَوْلََِ لَوَاتُِاللَِِّعَلَيْهِِقاَلَ:ذكََرْنََِإِس      ْ ادِقِِص      َ حَفَِفَدَعْهُِعَلَىِِنََِالص      َ خُذِِالْمُص      ْ
كَِوَِقُلِِ كُِلِ ِمُؤْمِنٍِمَدَحْتَهُِفِيهِِوَِبَِِقِ كَِِِ-رأَْس        ِ لْتَهُِبِهِِوَِبَِِقِ  ِمَنِْأرَْس        َ ِهَذَاِالْقُرْآنِِوَِبَِِقِ  رَِِِاللَهُمَِبَِِقِ  عَلَيْهِمِْفَلَِأَحَدَِأعَْرَفُِبَِِقِ كَِمِنْكَِبِكَِيََِالَلُِّعَش        ْ

 اتٍِمَرَِ

‘We are mentioning by our chain and its narration is in the book ‘Igasa Al-Daie,’ and we are 
mentioning over here the intended from it, and it is from our Master Al-Sadiq-asws, may the 
Salawaat of Allah-azwj be upon him-asws, said: ‘Take the Quran and place it upon your head and 
say, ‘O Allah-azwj! By the right of this Quran, and by the right of the one it was Sent with, and 
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by the right of every Momin Praised in it, and by Your-azwj Right upon them, for there is no one 
more Knowing of Your-azwj Rights than You-azwj are! By You-azwj, O Allah-azwj!’ (ten times) 

ِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِِ-ثَُُِتَ قُولُِ ِبْنِِالُْْسَيْنِِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِِِ-بِفَاطِمَةَِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِبِِلَْْسَنِِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِِِ-بمحَُمَدٍِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِبِعَلِيٍ  بمحَُمَدٍِِ-بِِلُْْسَيْنِِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِبِعَلِيٍ 
رَِمَراَتٍِ ِعَش  ْ رَِمَراَتٍِبَِِعْفَرٍِبِِِْ-بْنِِعَلِيٍ  ىِبْنِِجَعْفَرٍِعَش  ْ رَِمَراَتٍِبموُس  َ رَِمَراَتٍِِ-نِِمَُُمَدٍِعَش  ْ ِعَش  ْ رَِمَراَتٍِبمحَُمَدٍِبْنِِعَلِيٍ  ىِعَش  ْ ِبْنِِمُوس  َ ِبْنِِِ-بِعَلِيٍ  بِعَلِيٍ 

ِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِ  اتٍِوَِتَسْأَلُِحَاجَتَكَِبِِلُْْجَةِِعَشْرَِمَرَِِِ-مَُُمَدٍِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِبِِلَْْسَنِِبْنِِعَلِيٍ 

‘‘Then you should say, ‘By Muhammad-saww!’ (ten times). ‘By Ali-asws!’ (ten times). ‘By Fatima-

asws!’ (ten times). ‘By Al-Hassan-asws!’ (ten times). ‘By Al-Husayn-asws!’ (ten times). ‘By Ali-asws Bin 
Al-Husayn-asws!’ (ten times). By Muhammad-asws Bin Ali-asws!’ (ten times). ‘By Ja’far-asws Bin 
Muhammad-asws!’ (ten times). ‘By Musa-asws Bin Ja’far-asws!’ (ten times). ‘By Ali-asws Bin Musa-

asws!’ (ten times) ‘By Muhammad-asws Bin Ali-asws!’ (ten times). ‘By Ali-asws Bin Muhammad-asws!’ 
(ten times). ‘By Al-Hassan-asws Bin Ali-asws!’ (ten times). ‘By Al-Hujjat-ajfj!’ (ten times), and ask 
your need.’ 

 وَِذكََرَِفِِحَدِيثِهِِإِجَابةََِالدَاعِيِوَِقَضَاءَِحَوَائِجِهِِ.

‘And he-asws mentioned in his-asws Hadeeth Answer for the supplicater and fulfilment of his 
needs.’21  

There is an addition in a similar Hadith, see Appendix III: 

ِ.قاَلَِفَمَضَىِالرَجُلُِوَِعَادَِإلِيَْهِِبَ عْدَِمُدَةٍِقَدِْقَضَىِدَيْ نَهُِوَِصَلَحَِلَهُِسُلْطاَنهُُِوَِعَظمَُِيَسَارهُُِ

He (the narrator) said, ‘The man went and returned to him-asws after a period. He had paid off 
his debts and his ruler was good with him, and he was in mighty ease.’22 

Appendix I: Holy Verse on Taffakur and Taddabar (deep thinking) 

Allah-azwj has Commanded believers in several places in the Holy Quran to ponder (perform 
deep thinking); for example (and for Tafseer of these Verses, please visit: 
https://www.hubeali.com/tafseerhubeali/): 

ُِالَلُِّلَكُمُِالْْيََتِِِِِوَيَسْألَُونَكَِمَاذَاِيُ نْفِقُونَِقُلِِالْعَفْوَِِۗقُلِْفِيهِمَاِإِثٌُْكَِبِيٌِْوَمَنَافِعُِللِنَاسِِوَإِثْْهُُمَاِأَكْبَرُِمِنِْنَ فْعِهِمَاِِۗيَسْألَُونَكَِعَنِِالْْمَْرِِوَالْمَيْسِرِِۖ لِكَِيُ بَينِ  كَذَٰ
ِ{219لَعَلَكُمِْتَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}

They are asking you about the wine and the gambling. Say: ‘In both of these is a grave sin 
and benefit for the people, and their sin is greater than their profit.’ And they are asking 
you what they should be spending. Say: ‘The surplus.’ Like that, Allah Clarifies the Verses 
for you, perhaps you would be pondering [2:219] 

 
21 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 95 – The Book of Fasts – Ch 73 H 11 a 
22 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 89 – The Book of Quran – Ch 11 H 1 

https://www.hubeali.com/tafseerhubeali/


‘Pondering and interpreting the Holy Quran     www.hubeali.com 

Page 12 of 17 

مِنِْنََِيلٍِوَأعَْنَابٍِتَجْريِِمِنِْتََْتِهَاِالَْْنَّْاَرُِلَهُِفِيهَاِمِنِِْ فأََصَابَِاَِإِعْصَارٌِفِيهِِنََرٌِأيََ وَدُِّأَحَدكُُمِْأَنِْتَكُونَِلَهُِجَنَةٌِ ضُعَفَاءُِ كُلِ ِالثمََراَتِِوَأَصَابهَُِالْكِبَرُِوَلَهُِذُر يِةٌَِ
لِكَِي ُِ كَِذَٰ ُِالَلُِّلَكُمُِالْْيََتِِلَعَلَكُمِْتَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}فاَحْتََقََتِْۗ ِ{266بَينِ 

Would one of you like that there should happen to be a garden for him, of palm tree, and 
grape vines, the rivers flowing beneath it; for him in it to be every (kind of) fruit, and old 
age hits him, and for him are weak offspring. Then a tornado in which is fire, hits it, so it 
gets incinerated. Like that, Allah Clarifies the Signs for you, perhaps you would be pondering 
[2:266] 

ذَاِبَِطِلًِسُبْحَانَكَِفَقِنَاِعَذَابَِالنَارِِ}الَذِينَِيَذْكُرُونَِالَلَِّقِيَامًاِوَقُ عُودًاِوَعَلَىِٰجُنُوبِِِمِْوَيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِفِِخَلْقِِالسَمَاوَاتِِوَالَْْرْضِِِ رَبَ نَاِِ {191رَبَ نَاِمَاِخَلَقْتَِهَٰ
 {192إِنَكَِمَنِْتُدْخِلِِالناَرَِفَ قَدِْأَخْزَيْ تَهُِِۖوَمَاِللِظاَلِمِيَنِمِنِْأنَْصَارٍِ}

Those who are recalling Allah standing and sitting and (lying) on their sides and are thinking 
regarding the Creation of the skies and the earth: ‘Our Lord! You have not Created this in 
vain! Glory be to You; Save us then from Punishment of the Fire [3:191] Our Lord! The one 
whom you enter into the Fire so You have Disgraced him, and for the unjust there will not 
be anyone from the helpers [3:192]’ 

ِمَلَكٌِِۖإِنِْأتَبَِعُِ ِإِلََِمَاِيوُحَىِٰإِلَََِِۚقُلِْهَلِْيَسْتَوِيِالَْْعْمَىِٰوَالْبَصِيُِِْۚأفََلَِتَ تَ فَكَرُونَِِقُلِْلََِأقَُولُِلَكُمِْعِنْدِيِخَزاَئِنُِاللَِِّوَلََِأعَْلَمُِالْغَيْبَِوَلََِأقَُولُِلَكُمِْإِنّ ِ
{50} ِ

Say: ‘I am not saying to you all there are treasures of Allah with me nor do I know the 
unseen, nor am I saying to you I am an Angel. Surely, I follow only what is Revealed unto 
me.’ Say: ‘Are they alike, the blind and the seeing one? Are you not thinking?’ [6:50] 

كَِمَثَلِِالْكَلْبِِإِِ نَاِلَرَفَ عْنَاهُِبِِاَِوَلَٰكِنَهُِأَخْلَدَِإِلََِالَْْرْضِِوَاتَ بَعَِهَوَاهُِِۚفَمَثَ لُهُ كَِذَبوُاِبِِيََتنَِاِِۚوَلَوِْشِئ ْ لِكَِمَثَلُِالْقَوْمِِالَذِينَ نِْتََْمِلِْعَلَيْهِِيَ لْهَثِْأوَِْتَتَْكُْهُِيَ لْهَثِِْۚذَٰ
 {176صَصَِلَعَلَهُمِْيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}فاَقْصُصِِالْقَِ

And had We so Desired, We would have Raised him with these, but he adhered to the 
ground and followed his whims. So his example is like the dog, if you attack upon him he 
lolls out his tongue, or if you leave him, he lolls out his tongue. That is an example of the 
people who belied Our Signs, therefore relate the story, perhaps they would be pondering 
[7:176] 

 {184أوََلَمِْيَ تَ فَكَرُواِِۗمَاِبِصَاحِبِهِمِْمِنِْجِنَةٍِِۚإِنِْهُوَِإِلََِنَذِيرٌِمُبِيٌنِ}

Or are they not thinking that there is no insanity with their companion? Surely, he is only a 
clear warner [7:184] 

كَِمَاءٍِأنَْ زلَْنَاهُِمِنَِالسَمَاءِِفاَخْتَ لَطَِبِهِِنَ بَاتُِالَْْرْضِِمِاَِيََْكُلُِ نْ يَا ِإِذَاِأَخَذَتِِالَْْرْضُِزُخْرفَُ هَاِوَازيََ نَتِْوَظَنَِأهَْلُهَاِأَنََّمُِِْإِنََّاَِمَثَلُِالْْيََاةِِالدُّ ِالنَاسُِوَالْْنَْ عَامُِحَتََّٰ
لِكَِنُ فَصِ لُِالِْْقاَدِرُونَِعَلَي ْهَِ كَِذَٰ كَِأَنِْلَمِْتَ غْنَِبِِلَْْمْسِِۚ ِ{24يََتِِلقَِوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}اِأتََاهَاِأمَْرُنََِليَْلًِأوَِْنََّاَراًِفَجَعَلْنَاهَاِحَصِيدًا

But rather, an example of the life of the world is like water We Send down from the sky. So 
it mingles with the vegetation of the earth from what the people and the animals eat, until 
when earth takes its garnish and its adornment, and its people think they are able upon it, 
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Our Command come to it at night or by day, and We Make it mowed down as if it had not 
flourished the day before. Like that, We Detail the Signs for a people who are pondering 
[10:24] 

كُِلِ ِالثمََراَتِِجَعَلَِفِيهَاِزَوْجَيْنِِاث ِْ لِكَِلَْيََتٍِلقَِوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}وَهُوَِالَذِيِمَدَِالَْْرْضَِوَجَعَلَِفِيهَاِرَوَاسِيَِوَأَنَّْاَراًِِۖوَمِنْ  {3نَيْنِِِۖيُ غْشِيِاللَيْلَِالنَ هَارَِِۚإِنَِفِِذَٰ

And He is the One Who Extended the earth and Made therein mountains and rivers. And 
from each of the fruits He Made two pairs in these. He Makes the night to cover the day. 
Surely in that are Signs for a people who ponder [13:3] 

لِكَِلَْيَِ كُِلِ ِالثمََراَتِِِۗإِنَِفِِذَٰ  {11ةًِلقَِوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}يُ نْبِتُِلَكُمِْبِهِِالزَرعَِْوَالزيَْ تُونَِوَالنَخِيلَِوَالَْْعْنَابَِوَمِنْ

With it He Grows for you the crops, and the olives, and the palm trees, and the grapes, and 
from all fruits. Surely in that is a Sign for a people who ponder [16:11] 

لِكَِلَِْ   {12يََتٍِلقَِوْمٍِيَ عْقِلُونَِ}وَسَخَرَِلَكُمُِاللَيْلَِوَالنَ هَارَِوَالشَمْسَِوَالْقَمَرَِِۖوَالنُّجُومُِمُسَخَراَتٌِبِِمَْرهِِِِۗإِنَِفِِذَٰ

And He Made subservient for you the night, and the day, and the sun, and the moon; and 
the stars are made subservient by His Command. Surely there are signs in this for a people 
who use their intellects [16:12] 

َِللِنَاسِِمَاِنُ ز لَِِإلِيَْهِمِْوَلَعَلَهُمِْيَ ت َِ ِ{44فَكَرُونَِ}بِِلْبَ يِ نَاتِِوَالزُّبرُِِِۗوَأنَْ زلَْنَاِإلِيَْكَِالذ كِْرَِلتُِ بَينِ 

With the clear proofs and the Scriptures, and We Sent the Reminder to you in order to clarify 
to the people what has been Sent to them, and perhaps they would be thinking [16:44] 

كُِلِ ِالثمََراَتِِفاَسْلُكِيِسُبُلَِرَبِ كِِذُلُلًِِۚيََْرجُُِمِنِْبطُُونَِّاَِشَراَبٌِمُُْتَلِفٌِألَْوَانُِ لِكَِلَْيةًَِلِقَوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}ثَُُكُِلِيِمِنْ  {69هُِفِيهِِشِفَاءٌِللِنَاسِِِۗإِنَِفِِذَٰ

Then eat from all the fruits and travel the Way of your Lord submissively. There comes out 
from their bellies a drink of different colours wherein is healing for the people. Surely in that 
there is a Sign for a thinking people [16:69] 

ِوَِ نَ هُمَاِإِلََِبِِلَْْقِ  كَِثِيْاًِمِنَِالنَاسِِبلِِقَاءِِرَبِِ ِمِْلَكَافِرُونَِ}أوََلَمِْيَ تَ فَكَرُواِفِِأنَْ فُسِهِمِِْۗمَاِخَلَقَِالَلُِّالسَمَاوَاتِِوَالَْْرْضَِوَمَاِبَ ي ْ ِ{8أَجَلٍِمُسَمًّىِِۗوَإِنَ

Or do they not reflect within themselves? Allah did not Create the skies and the earth and 
what is between the two except with the Truth, and for a specified term, and surely most of 
the people are deniers of the meeting with their Lord [30:8] 

نَكُمِْمَوَدَةًِوَرَحَِْْ هَاِوَجَعَلَِبَ ي ْ لِكَِلَْيََتٍِلقَِوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}وَمِنِْآيََتهِِِأَنِْخَلَقَِلَكُمِْمِنِْأنَْ فُسِكُمِْأزَْوَاجًاِلتَِسْكُنُواِإلِيَ ْ ِ{21ةًِِۚإِنَِفِِذَٰ

And from His Signs is that He Created for you spouses from yourselves that you may find 
rest in them, and He Made cordiality and mercy to be between you. Surely, in that there are 
Signs for a people who ponder [30:21] 

ِوَفُ راَدَىِٰثَُُِتَ تَ فَكَرُواِِۚمَاِبِصَاحِبِكُمِْمِِ  {46نِْجِنَةٍِِۚإِنِْهُوَِإِلََِنَذِيرٌِلَكُمِْبَيْنَِيَدَيِْعَذَابٍِشَدِيدٍِ}قُلِْإِنََّاَِأعَِظُكُمِْبِوَاحِدَةٍِِۖأَنِْتَ قُومُواِلِلَِِّمَثْنَىٰ
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Say: ‘But rather, I preach to you with one (matter) - you will be standing for Allah in pairs 
and individually, then you shall be pondering. Your companion is not insane. Surely, he is 
only a warner to you all before a severe Punishment (befalls) [34:46] 

اِلِْ هَا اِلَتِِِقَضَىِٰعَلَي ْ اِلْْنَْ فُسَِحِيَنِمَوْتُِاَِوَالَتِِِلَمِْتََُتِْفِِمَنَامِهَاِِۖفَ يُمْسِكُ لِقَِوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِالَلُِّيَ تَ وَفَى لِكَِلَْيََتٍ إِِنَِفِِذَٰ أَِجَلٍِمُسَمًّىِۚ إِِلََٰ اِلُْْخْرَىٰ مَوْتَِوَيُ رْسِلُ
{42} 

Allah Takes away the souls when they die, and those who do not die in their sleep. So He 
Withholds those whom the death is Decreed upon, and He Sends back the others to a 
specified term. Surely, in that, there are Signs for a thinking people [39:42]   

لِكَِلَْيََتٍِلقَِوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُوِ يعًاِمِنْهُِِۚإِنَِفِِذَٰ  {13نَِ}وَسَخَرَِلَكُمِْمَاِفِِالسَمَاوَاتِِوَمَاِفِِالَْْرْضِِجَِْ

And He Subdued for you whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth altogether 
from it. Surely, in that are Signs for a people who think [45:13]  

عًاِمِنِْخَشْيَةِِاللَِِِّۚوَتلِْكَِالَْْمْثَِ ذَاِالْقُرْآنَِعَلَىِٰجَبَلٍِلَرأَيَْ تَهُِخَاشِعًاِمُتَصَدِ    {21الُِنَضْربُِِاَِللِناَسِِلَعَلَهُمِْيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}لَوِْأنَْ زلَْنَاِهَٰ

Had We Revealed this Quran unto a mountain, you would have seen it humbled, cracking 
down from fear of Allah, and these are examples We Strike for the people, perhaps they 
would be pondering [59:21] 

كَِثِيْاًِ} كَِانَِمِنِْعِنْدِِغَيِِْْاللَِِّلَوَجَدُواِفِيهِِاخْتِلَفاً ِ {82أفََلَِيَ تَدَبَ رُونَِالْقُرْآنَِِۚوَلَوْ

Are they not then pondering on the Quran? And if it was from anyone other than Allah, they 
would have found in it a lot of discrepancies [4:82] 

 {24أفََلَِيَ تَدَبَ رُونَِالْقُرْآنَِأمَِْعَلَىِٰقُ لُوبٍِأقَْ فَالَُاَِ}

So do they not ponder on the Quran, or are there locks upon (their) hearts [47:24] 

Appendix II: Qayas (Analogy) is Forbidden in Religion 

بنِِِمُمدِبنِمُمدِالمفيدِفِِ)المجالس(ِعنِالصدوق،ِعنِمُمدِبنِالْسنِبنِالوليد،ِعنِالصفار،ِعنِيعقوبِبنِيزيد،ِعنِحْادِبنِعيسى،ِعنِحْاد
لمِماِوكلواِِعِعثمان،ِعنِزرارةِبنِأعينِقال:ِقالِلَِأبوِجعفرِمُمدِبنِعليِ)عليهماِالسلم(:ِيَِزرارةِ!ِإيَكِوأصحابِالقياسِفِِالدين،ِفانَّمِتركوا

كِفوهِيتأولونِالْخبارِويكذبونِعلىِللهِعزوجل،ِوكأنِّبِلرجلِمنهمِينادىِمنِبينِيديه،ِفيجيبِمنِخلفهِوينادىِمنِخلف هِفيجيبِِبهِوتكلفواِماِقد
 منِبينِيديهِقدِتاهواِوتَيْواِفِِالْرضِوالدينِ.

He said: Abu Ja'far Muhammad b. Ali reported from Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. al-Waleed, who reported from 
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Saffar, who reported from Ya'qoob b. Yazeed, from Hammad b. Isa, from Hammad b. 
Uthman, from Zurarah b. A'ayan who said: 

Imam Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali-asws, told me: ‘O Zurarah, keep away from the people who 
apply analogy in the matters of religion. Surely, they have abandoned the knowledge which 
was given to them, and entered into unnecessary hair-splitting matters, which had already 
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been decided for them. They interpret the ‘Al-Akhbar’23 (the way they like) and ascribe lies to 
Allah-azwj. And as for their affairs, I see a man, among them, who, when called from the front, 
he answers to the one who is behind him, and when called from the rear, he responds to the 
one who is in front of him.  Thus, they wonder aimlessly on the earth as well as in religion.’24 

زاعيِِمُمدِبنِعليِبنِالْسينِفِِ)ِالْمالَِ(ِعنِمُمدِبنِعمرِالْافظِالبغداديِ،ِعنِمُمدِبنِأحْدِبنِثابتِ،ِعنِمُمدِبنِالْسنِبنِالعباسِالْ
وآلهِِِ،ِعنِحسنِبنِحسينِالعرنِّ،ِعنِعمروِبنِثابتِ،ِعنِعطاءِبنِالسائبِ،ِعنِأبيِيَيَِ،ِعنِابنِعباسِقالِ:ِقالِرسولِاللهِ)ِصلىِاللهِعليه

وإنِخالفتموهِِ(ِ،ِوذكرِخطبةِيقولِفيهاِ:ِإنِعلياِهوِأخيِ،ِووزيريِ،ِوهوِخليفتِِ،ِوهوِالمبلغِعنيِ،ِإنِاستَشدتَوهِأرشدكمِ،ِوإنِاتبعتموهِنَوتمِ،
ِضللتمِ،ِإنِاللهِأنزلِعلي ِالقرآنِ،ِوهوِالذيِمنِخالفهِضلِ،ِومنِابتغىِعلمهِعندِغيِْعلي ِهلكِالْديثِ

Muhammad Bin Ali Bin Al Husayn in Al Amaali from Muhammad Bin Amr Al Hafiz Al Baghdady, from Muhammad 
Bin Ahmad Bin Sabit, from Muhammad Bin Al Hassan Bin Al Abbas Al Khazaie, from Hasan Bin Husayn Al Arny, 
from Amro Bin Sabit, from Ata’a Bin Al Sa’ib, from Abu Yahya, from Ibn Abbas who said: 

The Messenger of Allah-saww said to him when he mentioned a sermon of his-saww: ‘Surely Ali-
asws is my-saww brother, and my-saww successor, and he-asws is my-saww Caliph, and he-asws is the 
speaker from me-saww. If you were to seek guidance from him he-asws will guide you, and if you 
were to follow him-asws he-asws will give you salvation, and if you were to oppose him-asws you 
will go astray. Allah-azwj Sent down the Quran upon me-saww, and it is such that the one who 
opposes it has gone astray, and the one who seeks its knowledge from anyone other than Ali 
-asws will perish.’25 

ِاِقاَلَِقَ وْمٌِفِِدِينِِاللَِِّليَْسَِلَهُِبُ رْهَانٌِوَِقَدِْتَ قَدَمَِفِِحَدِيثٍِعَنِْأَبيِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِأنَهَُِقاَلَِلَِْبيِحَنِيفَةَِفَدعَِِالرأَْيَِوَِالْقِيَاسَِوَِمَِ

And it has been related in a previous Hadith from Abu Abdullah-asws where he-asws said to Abu 
Haneefa: ‘Leave off opinions and analogies, and whatever has been said by the people 
regarding the religion of Allah-azwj, there is no proof for that.’26 

فقالِله:ِيَِأبِِعليِبنِإبراهيم،ِعنِأبيه،ِعنِأحْدِبنِعبداللهِالعقيلي،ِعنِعيسىِبنِعبداللهِالقرشيِقال:ِدخلِأبوحنيفةِعلىِأبيِعبداللهِعليهِالسلمِ
النارِوالطين،ِولوِِِحنيفةِ!ِبلغنيِأنكِتقيس؟ِقال:ِنعمِقال:ِلَِتقسِفإنِأولِمنِقاسِإبليسِحينِقال:ِخلقتنيِمنِنَرِوخلقتهِمنِطين،ِفقاسِماِبين

ِقاسِنوريةِآدمِبنوريةِالنارِعرفِفضلِماِبينِالنورين،ِوصفاءِأحدهِاِعلىِالْخر

Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-’Aqili from ‘Isa ibn ‘Abd Allah al-
Qurashi who has said: 

Once, Abu Haneefa came to see Imam Abu ‘Abd Allah-asws who said to him, ‘O Abu Haneefa, 
do you practice analogy27 as I hear you do?’ Abu Haneefa replied, ‘Yes, I do practice analogy.’ 
The Imam-asws then said to him, ‘Do not practice it; the first person who used analogy was 
Iblis when he said, ‘Lord, you have created me from fire and created him from clay.’ He 

analogised fire with clay. If he had compared ‘ِنورية’ the light in Adam-as and light of ‘النار’ the 

 
23 Traditions (Ahadith) 
24 AAmali-E-Mufeed Page-51, Bihar Vol-2 Page-308, Wasilu Shia Vol-27 Page-59 
25 Wasail-ul-Shia, H. 33560 
26 Wasail-ul-Shia, H. 33414 
27 Comparative/similarity/likeness/resemblance 
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fire, he would have learned about the difference between the two lights and the excellence 
of one over the other.’28 

Appendix III: Praying while placing Holy Quran on one’s head 

ِاللَِِّبْنِِمُطَهَرٍِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِسُلَيْمَانَِالدَيْ لَمِيِ ِما،ِالْمالَِللشيخِالطوسيِالْفَحَامُِعَنِِالْمَنْصُوريِِ ِعَنِْسَهْلِِبْنِِيَ عْقُوبَِبْنِِإِسْحَاقَِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِعَبْدِِِ
ِوَِأرُيِدُِأَنِْتُ عَلِ مَنِيِدُعَاءًِأغَْنَمُِبِِاَِغَنِيمَةًِأقَْضِيِجَاءَِرَجُلٌِإِلََِسَيِ دِنََِالصَادِقِِعِفَ قَالَِلَهُِيََِسَيِ دِيِأَشْكُوِإلِيَْكَِدَيْناًِركَِبَنِيِوَِسُلْطاَنًَِغَشَمَنِيِِِعَنِْأبَيِهِِقاَلَ:

 بِِاَِدَيْنِيِوَِأَكْفِيِبِِاَِظلُْمَِسُلْطاَنِِّ

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of the Sheykh Al Tusi – Al Fahham, from Al Mansoury, from Sahl Bin Yaqoub Bin Is’haq, 
from Al-Hassan Bin Abdullah Bin Mutahhar, from Muhammad Bin Suleyman A Daylami, from his father having 
said,  

A man came to our chief Al-Sadiq-asws. He said to him, ‘O my Chief! I complain to you-asws of 
debts that have mounted upon me, and a ruler who has overcome me, and I want you-asws to 
teach me a supplication (so that) I can be enriched by it (with) a richness I can (use to) pay off 
my debts and I can suffice by it against injustice of my ruler!’ 

فِِالركَْعَةِِالُْْولََِمِنْهُمَاِالْْمَْدَِوَِآيةََِالْكُرِْ ِوَِفِِالركَْعَةِِالثاَنيَِةِِالْْمَْدَِوَِآخِرَِالَْْشْرِِفَ قَالَِإِذَاِجَنَكَِاللَيْلُِفَصَلِ ِركَْعَتَيْنِِوَِاقْ رأَِْ ِِلَوِْأنَْ زلَْناِهذَاِالْقُرْآنَِعَلىِِِسِيِ 
 إِلََِخَاتَةَِِالسُّورَةِِِجَبَلٍِ

He-asws said: ‘When the night shields you, pray two Cycles Salat and recite in the first Cycle 
from these Surah Al Hamd and Ayat Al Kursi, and in the second Cycle Surah Al Hamd and end 
of Surah Al Hashr: Had We Revealed this Quran unto a mountain, [59:21], up to end of the 
Chapter.  

ِمَنِْأرَْسَلْتَهُِوَِبَِِقِ ِِ  كُلِ ِمُؤْمِنٍِمَدَحْتَهُِفِيهِِوَِبَِِقِ كَِعَلَيْهِمِْفَلَِأَحَدَِأعَْرَفُِبَِِقِ كَِمِنْكَِثَُُِخُذِِالْمُصْحَفَِفَدَعْهُِعَلَىِرأَْسِكَِوَِقُلِِاللَهُمَِبِِذََاِالْقُرْآنِِوَِبَِِقِ 

‘Then take the Quran and leave it upon your head, and say, ‘O Allah-azwj! By the right of the 
One-azwj Whom you-saws had sent, and by the right of every Momin You-azwj have Praised in it, 
and by Your-azwj right upon them! There is no one more knowing of Your-azwj rights than You-

azwj! 

ِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِيََِفاَطِمَةُِعَشْرَِ مَراَتٍِيََِحَسَنُِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِيََِحُسَيْنُِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِيََِعَلِيَِبْنَِِِِبِكَِيََِالَلُِّعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِثَُُِتَ قُولُِيََِمَُُمَدُِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِيََِعَلِيُّ
ِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِيََِجَعْفَرَِبْنَِمَُُمَدٍِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِيََِمُوسَىِبْنَِجَعْفَرٍِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِيََِعَلِيَِبْنَِِالُْْسَيْنِِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِيََِمَُُمَدَِبْنَِعَِ مُوسَىِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِيََِمَُُمَدَِِلِيٍ 

ِعَشْراًِيََِأَِ ِعَشْراًِيََِعَلِيَِبْنَِمَُُمَدٍِعَشْراًِيََِحَسَنَِبْنَِعَلِيٍ   ثَُُِتَسْأَلُِالَلَِّتَ عَالََِحَاجَتَكَِِ-عَشْراًِ ي ُّهَاِالُْْجَةُِبْنَِعَلِيٍ 

‘‘By You-azwj O Allah-azwj!’ – ten times. Then say, ‘O Muhammad-saws!’ – ten times. ‘O Ali-asws!’ – 
ten times. ‘O Fatima-asws!’ – ten times. ‘O Hassan-asws!’ – ten times. ‘O Husayn-asws!’ – ten times. 
O Ali Bin Al-Husayn-asws!’ – ten times. ‘O Muhammad Bin Ali-asws’ – ten times. ‘O Ja’far Bin 
Muhammad-asws!’ – ten times. ‘O Musa Bin Ja’far-asws!’ – ten times. ‘O Ali Bin Al Musa-asws!’ – 
ten times. ‘O Muhammad Bin Ali-asws’ – ten times. ‘O Ali Bin Muhammad-asws!’ – ten times. ‘O 

 
28 Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, - H 176, Ch. 19, h20 



‘Pondering and interpreting the Holy Quran     www.hubeali.com 

Page 17 of 17 

Hassan Bin Ali-asws!’ – ten times. ‘O you Divine Authority-ajfj!’ – ten times. Then ask Allah-azwj 
the Exalted your need.’ 

ِ.قاَلَِفَمَضَىِالرَجُلُِوَِعَادَِإلِيَْهِِبَ عْدَِمُدَةٍِقَدِْقَضَىِدَيْ نَهُِوَِصَلَحَِلَهُِسُلْطاَنهُُِوَِعَظمَُِيَسَارهُُِ

The man went, and returned to him after a period. He had paid off his debts and his ruler was 
good with him, and he was in mighty ease.29 

كِِتَابِِإِغَاثةَِِالدَاعِيِعَنِْعَلِي ِِ بْنِِيَ قْطِيٍنِرَحَِْهُِالَلُِّعَنِْمَوْلََنََِمُوسَىِبْنِِجَعْفَرٍِصَلَوَاتُِاللَِِِِِّذكُِرَِدُعَاءٌِآخَرُِللِْمُصْحَفِِالشَريِفِِذكََرْنََهُِبِِِسْنَادِنََِإلِيَْهِِفِ
ِِِِِ-خُذِِالْمُصْحَفَِفِِيَدِكَِوَِارْفَ عْهُِفَ وْقَِرأَْسِكَِوَِقُلِِِِعَلَيْهِمَاِيَ قُولُِفِيهِِ ِمَنِْأرَْسَلْتَهُِإِلََِخَلْقِكَِوَِبِكُلِ ِآيةٍَِهِيَِفِيهِِوَِبَِِقِ  ِهَذَاِالْقُرْآنِِوَِبَِِقِ  اللَهُمَِبَِِقِ 

 عْرَفُِبَِِقِ هِِمِنْكَِكُلِ ِمُؤْمِنٍِمَدَحْتَهُِفِيهِِوَِبَِِقِ هِِعَلَيْكَِوَِلََِأَحَدَِأَِ

He mentioned another supplication for the Noble Quran. We are mentioning it by our chain to him in the book 
‘Igaasa Al Daie,’ from Ali Bin Yaqteen, may Allah-azwj Mercy him,  

From our Master Musa-asws Bin Ja’far-asws, may the Salawaat of Allah-azwj be upon them-asws 
both, saying in it: ‘Take the Quran in your hand and raise it above your head and say, ‘O Allah-

azwj! By the right of this Quran and by the right of the one You-azwj Sent to Your-azwj creatures, 
and with every Verse which is in it, and by the right of every Momin Praised in it, and by his 
right upon You-azwj, and no one is more knowing of his rights than You-azwj are! 

ِمَُُمَدٍِعَشْرَِمَراَ كُِلِ ِإِمَامٍِوَِتَ عُدُّهُمِْحَتََِّتَ نْتَهِيَِإِلََِيََِسَيِ دِيِيََِسَيِ دِيِيََِسَيِ دِيِيََِالَلُِّيََِالَلُِّيََِالَلُِّعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِوَِبَِِقِ  إِمَامِِزَمَانِكَِعَشْرَِمَراَتٍِِ تٍِوَِبَِِقِ 
 فإَِنَكَِلََِتَ قُومُِمِنِْمَوْضِعِكَِحَتََِّيُ قْضَىِلَكَِحَاجَتُكَِوَِتَ يَسَرَِلَكَِأمَْرُكَ.

‘O my Master, O my Master, O my Master! O Allah-azwj, O Allah-azwj, O Allah-azwj!’ (ten times). 
And ‘By the right of Muhammad-saww!’ (ten times), and ‘By the right of’ – every Imam-asws you 
count them-asws until ending to Imam-ajfj of your times, ten times. You will not stand from your 
place until your needs will be fulfilled for you, and your matter will be eased for you.’30 

 
29 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 89 – The Book of Quran – Ch 11 H 1 
30 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 95 – The Book of Fasts – Ch 73 H 11 b 


