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Noha & Matam - reply to a Non-Shia’s Speech

https://youtu.be/7wDr SOywnE

Please watch the above link (watch from 1:07 minutes onwards) - from where speaker
Mohammed Ali (Engr.) takes a Sermon (232/233)! from Nahjul Balagha and speaks against
the Noha (lamentations) and Matam (self-flagellation):

Ahadith are to be considered with background and context, crying and lamenting are very
well proven from the Holy Quran (12:84-86)2, i.e., the crying of Prophet Yaqoob-2s over the
separation of his son (Prophet Yousef-s) - until Prophet Yaqoob-2s lost his2s vision due to the
intensity of crying.

In Sermon 233, Amir Al-Momineen-2sws calms down those around him-2s¥s near the holy grave
of Rasool-Allah-sa"w, to console them and restrain them from their pre-Islamic mourning
rituals at the great loss of their beloved Prophet-saww, However, we find in many Ahadith that
Rasool Allah-saww, during his-saww lifetime, had cried over the martyrs and did not stop others
from crying but rather encouraged them (i.e., Shahadat of Hamza-2svs), as we will read in the
Ahadith cited below.

In the same book ‘Nahjul Balagha’, referring to another occasion, Amir Al-Momineen-asws
reminds the warriors of the grief over the martyrdom of their brethren, who lost their lives
in the way of Allah-22wi by reminding them the rights of the martyrs over them: ‘There is a
right for us that we should be thirsty (vearning) for them (mentioning their departure with
heavy hearts) and we should bite the hands upon their separation’ (See the Hadith below).

(1) Ali»sws said: Shall we cut our hands for the
martyred
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‘He-asws (Ali-asws [bn Abi Talib-2sws) said in one of hisas¥s sermons: ‘Where are the people, those
who were called to Al-Islam so they accepted it, and they read the Quran and made it their

1 In some editions of Nahjul Balagha its 233
2 Sura Yusuf (Joseph) 12 - From Ayat: 84 to 86
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judge, and they were urged to the Jihad so they leapt the leaping of the camel to its children,
and they bared the swords from their sheaths and took to the outskirts of the earth in groups
and groups, and rows and rows. Some were Kkilled and some survived. They were not
rejoicing with the life nor were they consoled about the dead ones.
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The eyes were dried from the crying, the bellies were flat from the fasting, the lips were
parched from the supplications, the colours were paled from the vigils, and their faces were
dusty as the fearing ones. They are my-asvs brethren, the ones gone away! There is a right for
us that we should be thirsty (yearning) for them and we should bite the hands upon their

separation”.3

(2) Ali-asws’s desire to wail at the grave of Syeda-asws

It is reported in Al-Kafi, Amir ul-Momineen-2sws said the following at the time of burial of his-
asws wife and daughter of Rasool Allah-saww (Syeda Fatima-asws):
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Greetings of farewell is not what [-asW¥s say, nor out of weariness. So, if [-2sws leave, it would not
be from disappointment, and if I-asws stay it would not be from pessimism with what Allah-
azwj Promised the patient ones. Alas! And the patience is more fruitful and more beautiful and
were it not for the pre-dominance of the mischievous ones, I-3sws would have made the place
(shrine) and the remaining (here as a caretaker) to be unambiguous and wailed the wailing
of the bereaved mother upon the calamity of the child. (An extract) #

3 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 66 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 37 H 30
4 Al Kafi V 1 - The Book of Divine Authority, CH 114, H 3 - Al-Kafi “_é,SJl - Volume 1 | (hubeali.com),
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(3) Rasool Allahsaww Shed tears for hissaww son
Ibrahim-asws
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‘From Abu Abdullah-2sws having said: ‘The Prophetas heard a woman, when Usman Bin
Mazoun died, and she was saying, ‘Congratulations to you, O Abu Al-Saib, of the Paradise!
The Prophetsaww said: ‘And what is your knowledge? It would suffice you to that you should
be saying, ‘He used to love Allah-22wi Mighty and Majestic and His-2#zwi Rasool-saww’,
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When Ibrahim-2s, son-as of Rasool-Allah-saww passed away, the eyes of Rasool-Allah-saww filled
with tears. Then the Prophet-saww said: ‘The eyes are tearful and the heart is grieving and we-
saww gre not saying what would Anger the Lord-2zwj, and [-savw am with you-as, O Ibrahim-as,
grieving’.
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Then the Prophetsaww saw a flaw in his-as grave, so he-saww evened it with his=saww hand, then
said: ‘When one of you does something, so let him be proficient in it". Then he-saww said: ‘Join
with youras righteous ancestor Usman Bin Mazoun”.>

5 Bihar Al Anwaar - V 22, The book of our Prophetsavw, P4 Ch 1 H 16
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(4) Rasool Allahsaww Cried on Martyred Hamza-asws
Ibn Abu Mutlib-asws
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(An extract - at the end of Battle of Ohad, Rasool Allah-saww asked about his beloved Uncle):
Rasool-Allah-saww said to Amir Al-Momineen-asws: ‘O Ali-asws! Search for your-aswsuncle-asws’, Alj-
asws went and stopped at Hamza-2s%s, and he-2s%s (also) disliked to return to Rasool-Allah-saww
(to report the mutilated body of Hamza-asws). So, Rasool-Allah-saww came until he-saww paused
at him-asws, When he-savw saw what had happened with him-asws, he-saww cried, then said: ‘By
Allah-azwil [-saww have not paused at any pausing at all more outrageous to me-s2"W than this
place. If Allah-2zvj were to Enabled me-saww upon Quraysh, I-saww will reciprocate with seventy
of their men’.
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Jibraeel-2s descended unto him-saww and said: ‘And if you punish, then retaliate with the like
of that which you were punished with; and if you are patient, [16:126]'. Rasool-Allah-saww
said: ‘But, Isaww shall be patient’. Rasool-Allah-saww cast hissaww cloak upon Hamza-2sws which,
was upon him-saww, When he-saww extended it upon his-asws head his-2sws legs were exposed.
And when hesaww covered his-2sws legs his-asws head was exposed. So, hesaww extended it upon
his-asws head, and Ali-2sws cast some grass upon his-asws legs.
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He said, ‘And Iblees2 shouted at Al-Medina (during the Battle of Ohad), ‘Muhammad-saww has
been killed! There did not remain anyone from the women of the Emigrants and the Helpers
except and they came out, and (Syeda) Fatima-2sws daughter-2sws of Rasool-Allah-saww came out
sprinting upon her-asws feet until she-2sws came to Rasool-Allah-s2w and sat in front of him-
saww, Whenever Rasool-Allah-s2ww cried, she-2sws cried, and whenever he-saww wailed, she-asws
wailed... (An extract).6

6 Bihar Al-Anwaar - V 20, The book of our Prophetsaww, P 3 Ch 12 H 3
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Also, in another account (an extract):
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He said, ‘And Rasool-Allah-saww eft to go to Al-Medina when the killed ones were buried (after
Battle of Ohad). Hesaww passed by the houses of the clan of Ash’al and clan of Zafar, and he-
saww heard wailing of the lamenters upon their Killed ones. The eyes of Rasool-Allah-saww fjlled
up and hesaww cried, then said: ‘But Hamza-2sVs is such, no one is crying for him-2sws today’.
When Sa’ad bin Muaz and Aseyd Bin Huzeyr heard it, they said, ‘No woman should cry over
her loved ones until (Syeda) Fatima-2sws comes (here to cry over Hamza-2sws) and she is
pleased (with your crying over Hamza2sws). When Rasool-Allah-saww heard the (crying)
activity upon Hamza-2sws and hesaww was in the presence of (Syeda) Fatima-asws at the door of
the Masjid, hesaww said: ‘Return, may Allah-2zw have Mercy on you, for I[-saww fee] sorry for
yourselves (the martyred ones)” (An extract).”

(5) Rasool-Allahsavw said: ‘Upon the likes of Ja'far-
asws, et the crying ones cry
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And from Salim Bin Abu Al-Ja’ad who said, ‘Rasool-Allah-saww saw in the dream Ja’far-asws Bin
Abu Talib-asws with two wings stained with the blood”.
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And from Ibn Umar who said, ‘We found what is between the chest of Ja’far-asws and his-asws
shoulders and what faces from it, ninety injuries, what is between the strike of the sword,

and stab of the spear. And when the news of expiry of Ja’far-asws came to the Prophetsaww, his-
asws wife Asma Bint Umays came, and he-saww consoled her regarding her husband Ja’far-asws;

7 Bihar Al-Anwaar -V 20, The book of our Prophetsavw, P 3 Ch 12 H 28
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and (Syeda) Fatima-2sws came and she-2sws was crying and saying: ‘Waah uncle!” Rasool-Allah-
saww sqid: ‘Upon the likes of Ja'far-asws, let the crying ones cry”.8

Also:
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Al-Sadiqasws said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said to (Syeda) Fatima-2sws: ‘Go and cry upon the son of
your-3sws yncle-asws, so even if you2sws do not supplicate with heaviness (in your-2sws heart),
whatever you-asvs say, youasws would have been truthful’.
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And Muhammad Bin Is’haq mentioned from Urwa who said, ‘When the companions of Motah
came Rasool-Allah-savw met them and the Muslims were with him-savw, They went on pouring
the soil upon them and saying, ‘O escapers, you have fled in the Way of Allah-2zwi!" Rasool-
Allahsaww said: ‘They aren’t fleers, but they are the attackers, if Allah-22%i so Desires”. (An
Extract)?
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(The book) ‘Man La Yahzar Al-Fageeh’ - Al-Sadiq-2sws said: “The Prophetsaww, when the (news
of) expiry of Ja’farasws Bin Abu Talib-2sws and Zayd Bin Haris came to him-saww, whenever
he-saww entered hissaww house, he-saww frequented the crying upon them both a lot, and was
saying: ‘They used to discussed with me-s2ww and comfort me-saww, and they are both gone”.10

(6) S5tImam-2svs]eft Funds to Lament him-2s¥s during
the Hajj:
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8 Bihar Al-Anwaar - V 22, The book of our Prophetsaww, P 4 Ch 5 H 25
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar - V 21, The book of our Prophetsaww, P 3 Ch 24 H9
10 Bihar Al-Anwaar - V 21, The book of our Prophetsavw, P 3 Ch 24 H 8
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-2sws, said, ‘My-asws father-asws said to me-asws: ‘O
Ja’far-asws! Dedicate to me-asws from my-2sws such and such wealth for the lamenters to lament
me-asvs for ten years at Mina in the days of Mina’.11

(7) Mohammed Ali (Engr.) contradicts himself

In a later video (see the link below) - Mohammed Ali (Engr.) cites many Ahadith (which he
believes are authentic) and proves and justifies the Aza of Imam-sws and refers to the crying
of Rasool Allaw=saww over Imam Hussain2sws, fifty years before the martyrdom of Imam
Hussain-2sws in Karbala:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4RHO0z6rf9Ts&ab channel=Aamir]afri

11 Al Kafi - V 5 - The Book of Subsistence Ch 35 H 1
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