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Noha & Matam – reply to a Non-Shia’s Speech 

https://youtu.be/7wDr_SOywnE 

Please watch the above link (watch from 1:07 minutes onwards) – from where speaker 
Mohammed Ali (Engr.) takes a Sermon (232/233)1 from Nahjul Balagha and speaks against 
the Noha (lamentations) and Matam (self-flagellation):  

Ahadith are to be considered with background and context, crying and lamenting are very 
well proven from the Holy Quran (12:84-86)2, i.e., the crying of Prophet Yaqoob-as over the 
separation of his son (Prophet Yousef-as) - until Prophet Yaqoob-as lost his-as vision due to the 
intensity of crying.  

In Sermon 233, Amir Al-Momineen-asws calms down those around him-asws near the holy grave 
of Rasool-Allah-saww, to console them and restrain them from their pre-Islamic mourning 
rituals at the great loss of their beloved Prophet-saww.  However, we find in many Ahadith that 
Rasool Allah-saww, during his-saww lifetime, had cried over the martyrs and did not stop others 
from crying but rather encouraged them (i.e., Shahadat of Hamza-asws), as we will read in the 
Ahadith cited below. 

In the same book ‘Nahjul Balagha’, referring to another occasion, Amir Al-Momineen-asws 
reminds the warriors of the grief over the martyrdom of their brethren, who lost their lives 
in the way of Allah-azwj by reminding them the rights of the martyrs over them: ‘There is a 
right for us that we should be thirsty (yearning) for them (mentioning their departure with 
heavy hearts) and we should bite the hands upon their separation’ (See the Hadith below).  

 

(1) Ali-asws said: Shall we cut our hands for the 
martyred 

سْلَامي فَ قَبيلُوهُ وَ قَ رَءُوا الْقُرْآنَ فأََحْكَمُوهُ وَ هيي نهج البلاغة قاَلَ ع فِي بَ عْضي خُطبَيهي  وُا وَلهََ أيَْنَ الْقَوْمُ الَّذيينَ دُعُوا إيلََ الْْي جُوا إيلََ الْيْهَادي فَ وَلِي
طَْراَفي الَْْرْضي زَحْفا   ضٌ هَلَكَ وَ بَ عْضٌ نَََا لََ يُ بَشَّرُونَ زَحْفا  وَ صَف ا  صَف ا  بَ عْ  الل يقَاحي إيلََ أوَْلََديهَا وَ سَلَبُوا السُّيُوفَ أغَْمَادَهَا وَ أَخَذُوا بِي

لَْْحْيَاءي وَ لََ يُ عَزَّوْنَ عَني الْمَوْتَى  بِي

(The book) ‘Nahj Al-Balagah’ –  

‘He-asws (Ali-asws Ibn Abi Talib-asws) said in one of his-asws sermons: ‘Where are the people, those 
who were called to Al-Islam so they accepted it, and they read the Quran and made it their 

                                                      
1 In some editions of Nahjul Balagha its 233 
2 Sura Yusuf (Joseph) 12 - From Ayat: 84 to 86 
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judge, and they were urged to the Jihad so they leapt the leaping of the camel to its children, 
and they bared the swords from their sheaths and took to the outskirts of the earth in groups 
and groups, and rows and rows. Some were killed and some survived. They were not 
rejoicing with the life nor were they consoled about the dead ones.  

يَامي ذُبلُُ  فَاهي مينَ الدُّعَاءي صُفْرُ الْْلَْوَاني مينَ السَّهَري عَلَى وُجُ مُرْهُ الْعُيُوني مينَ الْبُكَاءي خُُْصُ الْبُطوُني مينَ الص ي عينَ أوُلَيِكَ الش ي يِ اَ ْْ َُُ ا ْْ غَََ وهيهي
 ْْ ْْ وَ نَ عَضَّ الْْيَْديي عَلَى فيراَقيهي بُونَ فَحَقَّ لنََا أنَْ نَظْمَأَ إيليَْهي  .إيخْوَانِي الذَّاهي

The eyes were dried from the crying, the bellies were flat from the fasting, the lips were 
parched from the supplications, the colours were paled from the vigils, and their faces were 
dusty as the fearing ones. They are my-asws brethren, the ones gone away! There is a right for 
us that we should be thirsty (yearning) for them and we should bite the hands upon their 
separation’’.3 

 

(2)  Ali-asws’s desire to wail at the grave of Syeda-asws  

It is reported in Al-Kafi, Amir ul-Momineen-asws said the following at the time of burial of his-

asws wife and daughter of Rasool Allah-saww (Syeda Fatima-asws): 

اَ  ْْ فَلَا عَنْ سُوءي ظَنٍ  بِي ُ أمََْنَُ وَ أَمَْ وَعَدَ اللَُّّ سَلَامَ مُوَد يعٍ لََ قاَلٍ وَ لََ سَيٍِْ فإَينْ أنَْصَريفْ فَلَا عَنْ مَلَالَةٍ وَ إينْ أقُي َْ لُ  الصَّابيريينَ وَاهَ وَاها  وَ الصَّ
 لَى جَلييلي الرَّزييَّةي لَى عَ وَ لَوْ لََ غَلَبَةُ الْمُسْتَ وْلينَ لَْعََلْتُ الْمُقَامَ وَ اللَّبْثَ ليزاَما  مَعْكُوفا  وَ لََْعْوَلْتُ إيعْوَالَ الثَّكْ 

Greetings of farewell is not what I-asws say, nor out of weariness. So, if I-asws leave, it would not 

be from disappointment, and if I-asws stay it would not be from pessimism with what Allah-

azwj Promised the patient ones. Alas! And the patience is more fruitful and more beautiful and 

were it not for the pre-dominance of the mischievous ones, I-asws would have made the place 

(shrine) and the remaining (here as a caretaker) to be unambiguous and wailed the wailing 

of the bereaved mother upon the calamity of the child. (An extract) 4 

 

                                                      
3 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 66 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 37 H 30 
4 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book of Divine Authority, CH 114, H 3 – Al-Kafi ي  

 
  ,Volume 1 | (hubeali.com) - الكاف
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(3) Rasool Allah-saww Shed tears for his-saww son 
Ibrahim-asws 

ُُ عَنْ سَهْلٍ عَنْ جَعْفَري بْني مَُُمَّدٍ عَني ابْني الْقَدَّاحي عَنْ أَبِي عَبْدي اللَّّي ع قاَلَ: ُّ  الكافِ الْعيدَّ َُ عُثْمَانُ بْنُ مَظْعُونٍ سَيَعَ النَّبي نَ مَا ُ  حي  ْ امْرأََ
ُّ ْ وَ مَا عيلْمُكي حَسْبُكي أنَْ تَ قُولِي كَانَ يُيُبُّ اللََّّ وَ هييَ تَ قُولُ هَنييِا  لَكَ يََ أبََِ السَّائيبي الْْنََّةُ فَ قَالَ ال   عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ وَ رَسُولَهُ نَّبي

Al Kafi – The number, from Sahl, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad, from Ibn Al Qaddah,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘The Prophet-as heard a woman, when Usman Bin 

Mazoun died, and she was saying, ‘Congratulations to you, O Abu Al-Saib, of the Paradise!’ 

The Prophet-saww said: ‘And what is your knowledge? It would suffice you to that you should 

be saying, ‘He used to love Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic and His-azwj Rasool-saww’.  

ُّ ْ تَدْ  لدُّمُوعي ثَُُّ قاَلَ النَّبي ُْ بْنُ رَسُولي اللَّّي ْ هََلََتْ عَنُْ رَسُولي اللَّّي بِي ي َُ إيبْ راَهي يِ ُُ مَ فَ لَمَّا مَا عُ الْعَنُْ وَ يَُْزَنُ الْقَلْبُ وَ لََ نَ قُولُ مَا يُسْ
ُْ لَمَحْزُونوُنَ  ي  الرَّبَّ وَ إينََّّ بيكَ يََ إيبْ راَهي

When Ibrahim-as, son-as of Rasool-Allah-saww passed away, the eyes of Rasool-Allah-saww filled 

with tears. Then the Prophet-saww said: ‘The eyes are tearful and the heart is grieving and we-

saww are not saying what would Anger the Lord-azwj, and I-saww am with you-as, O Ibrahim-as, 

grieving’.  

ْْ عَمَلا  فَ لْيُتْقينْ ثَُُّ  َْيهي خَلَلا  فَسَوَّاهُ بييَديهي ثَُُّ قاَلَ إيذَا عَميلَ أَحَدكُُ ُّ ْ فِي قَ  . قاَلَ احَْقَْ بيسَلَفيكَ الصَّالي ي عُثْمَانَ بْني مَظْعُونٍ ثَُُّ رأََى النَّبي

Then the Prophet-saww saw a flaw in his-as grave, so he-saww evened it with his-saww hand, then 

said: ‘When one of you does something, so let him be proficient in it’. Then he-saww said: ‘Join 

with your-as righteous ancestor Usman Bin Mazoun’’.5 

 

                                                      
5 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 22, The book of our Prophet-saww, P 4 Ch 1 H 16 
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(4) Rasool Allah-saww Cried on Martyred Hamza-asws 
Ibn Abu Mutlib-asws 

نينَ عَلَيْهي السَّلَامُ يََ عَلييُّ اطْلُبْ عَمَّكَ فَجَاءَ عَلييٌّ عَلَيْهي ا َمييري الْمُؤْمي عَ إيلََ رَسُولي لسَّ فَ قَالَ رَسُولُ اللَّّي ْ لْي لَامُ فَ وَقََ  عَلَى مَْْزََُ فَكَريهَ أنَْ يَ رْجي
ا  قَ ُُّ أغَْيَظَ عَلَيَّ مينْ هَذَا الْمَكَاني لَيِنْ لَمَّا رأََى مَا فعُيلَ بيهي بَكَى ثَُُّ قاَلَ وَ اللَّّي مَا وَقَ فْتُ مَوْقيفحَتََّّ وَقََ  عَلَيْهي ف َ اللَّّي ْ فَجَاءَ رَسُولُ اللَّّي ْ

 ْْ نْهُ ُ مينْ قُ رَيْشٍ لَُْمَث يلَنَّ بيسَبْعينَ رَجُلا  مي  أمَْكَنَنِي اللَّّ

(An extract – at the end of Battle of Ohad, Rasool Allah-saww asked about his beloved Uncle): 
Rasool-Allah-saww said to Amir Al-Momineen-asws: ‘O Ali-asws! Search for your-asws uncle-asws’. Ali-

asws went and stopped at Hamza-asws, and he-asws (also) disliked to return to Rasool-Allah-saww 

(to report the mutilated body of Hamza-asws). So, Rasool-Allah-saww came until he-saww paused 
at him-asws. When he-saww saw what had happened with him-asws, he-saww cried, then said: ‘By 
Allah-azwj! I-saww have not paused at any pausing at all more outrageous to me-saww than this 
place. If Allah-azwj were to Enabled me-saww upon Quraysh, I-saww will reciprocate with seventy 
of their men’. 

ئَييلُ عَلَيْهي السَّلَامُ فَ قَالَ  ْْ بيهي وَ  فَ نَزَلَ عَلَيْهي جََْ ْْ فَعاقيبُوا بِييثْلي ما عُوقيبْتُ ْ فَ قَالَ رَسُولُ اللَّّي ْ لَ وَ إينْ عاقَ بْتُ يِنْ صَََُُْْ لَِوَُ خَيْرٌ ليلصَّابيريينَ وَ اصْيَ
هي بَ  ُ  كَانَتْ عَلَيْهي فَكَانَتْ إيذَا مَدَّهَا عَلَى رَأْسي ُ فأَلَْقَى رَسُولُ اللَّّي ْ عَلَى مَْْزََُ بُ رْدَ هي بدََا رأَْسُهُ ُْ ريجْلَاهُ وَ إيذَا مَدَّهَا عَلَى ريجْلَيْ دَ بَلْ أَصْيَ

يشَ  هي وَ ألَْقَى عَلَى ريجْلَيْهي احََْشي  فَمَدَّهَا عَلَى رأَْسي

Jibraeel-as descended unto him-saww and said: ‘And if you punish, then retaliate with the like 
of that which you were punished with; and if you are patient, [16:126]’. Rasool-Allah-saww 
said: ‘But, I-saww shall be patient’. Rasool-Allah-saww cast his-saww cloak upon Hamza-asws which, 
was upon him-saww. When he-saww extended it upon his-asws head his-asws legs were exposed. 
And when he-saww covered his-asws legs his-asws head was exposed. So, he-saww extended it upon 
his-asws head, and Ali-asws cast some grass upon his-asws legs.  

ريينَ وَ الْْنَْصَاري إي  ْْ يَ بْقَ أَحَدٌ مينْ نيسَاءي الْمُهَاجي لْمَديينَةي قتُيلَ مَُُمَّدٌ فَ لَ ََ وَ لََّ وَ خَ قاَلَ وَ صَاحَ إيبلْييسُ بِي خَرَجَتْ فاَطيمَةُ بينْتُ رَسُولي اللَّّي ْ رَ
ُْ بَنَْ يدََيْهي وَ كَانَ   كَتْ وَ إيذَا انْ تَحَبَ انْ تَحَبَتْ.إيذَا بَكَى رَسُولُ اللَّّي ْ بَ  تَ عْدُو عَلَى قَدَمَيْهَا حَتََّّ وَافَتْ رَسُولَ اللَّّي ْ وَ قَ عَدَ

He said, ‘And Iblees-la shouted at Al-Medina (during the Battle of Ohad), ‘Muhammad-saww has 
been killed!’ There did not remain anyone from the women of the Emigrants and the Helpers 
except and they came out, and (Syeda) Fatima-asws daughter-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww came out 
sprinting upon her-asws feet until she-asws came to Rasool-Allah-saww and sat in front of him-

saww. Whenever Rasool-Allah-saww cried, she-asws cried, and whenever he-saww wailed, she-asws 

wailed… (An extract).6 

 

                                                      
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 20, The book of our Prophet-saww, P 3 Ch 12 H 3 
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Also, in another account (an extract): 

هَلي وَ بَنِي ظفََرٍ فَسَميعَ بُكَاءَ النَّ قاَلَ وَ انْصَرَفَ رَسُولُ  ِْ نَ دُفينَ الْقَتْلَى فَمَرَّ بيدُوري بَنِي الَْْ وَائي ي عَلَى قَ تْلَاهُنَّ فَتََقَْ رَقَتْ اللَّّي ْ إيلََ الْمَديينَةي حي
عَهَا سَعْدُ بْنُ مُعَاذٍ عَيْنَا رَسُولي اللَّّي ْ وَ بَكَى ثَُُّ قاَلَ لَكينَّ مَْْزََُ لََ بَ وَاكييَ لَهُ الْيَوْ  يمَهَا  مَ فَ لَمَّا سَيَ وَ أُسَيْدُ بْنُ حُضَيْرٍ قاَلَ لََ تَ بْكينََّ امْرَأٌَُ مْيَ

َ فاَطيمَةَ عَلَيْهَا السَّلَامُ فَ تُسْعيدَهَا فَ لَمَّا سَيَعَ رَسُولُ اللَّّي ْ الْوَاعييَةَ عَلَى مَْْزََُ وَ  دي وَ عينْدَ فاَطيمَ هُ  حَتََّّ تََْتِي ةَ عَليَْهَا السَّلَامُ عَلَى بَِبي الْمَسْجي
كُنَّ. نَْ فُسي ُ فَ قَدْ آسَيْتَُُّ بِي َكُنَّ اللَّّ عْنَ رَمْي  قاَلَ ارْجي

He said, ‘And Rasool-Allah-saww left to go to Al-Medina when the killed ones were buried (after 
Battle of Ohad). He-saww passed by the houses of the clan of Ash’al and clan of Zafar, and he-

saww heard wailing of the lamenters upon their killed ones. The eyes of Rasool-Allah-saww filled 
up and he-saww cried, then said: ‘But Hamza-asws is such, no one is crying for him-asws today’. 
When Sa’ad bin Muaz and Aseyd Bin Huzeyr heard it, they said, ‘No woman should cry over 
her loved ones until (Syeda) Fatima-asws comes (here to cry over Hamza-asws) and she is 
pleased (with your crying over Hamza-asws). When Rasool-Allah-saww heard the (crying) 
activity upon Hamza-asws and he-saww was in the presence of (Syeda) Fatima-asws at the door of 
the Masjid, he-saww said: ‘Return, may Allah-azwj have Mercy on you, for I-saww feel sorry for 
yourselves (the martyred ones)’’ (An extract).7 

 

(5) Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Upon the likes of Ja’far-

asws, let the crying ones cry 

. وَ عَنْ سَالِيي بْني أَبِي الْْعَْدي قاَلَ: لدَّمي  أرُييَ رَسُولُ اللَّّي ْ فِي النَّوْمي جَعْفَرَ بْنَ أَبِي طاَليبٍ ذَا جَنَاحَنْي مُضَرَّجا  بِي

And from Salim Bin Abu Al-Ja’ad who said, ‘Rasool-Allah-saww saw in the dream Ja’far-asws Bin 
Abu Talib-asws with two wings stained with the blood’’.  

راَحَة  مَا بَنَْ ضَرْبةٍَ بِي  وَ عَني ابْني عُمَرَ قاَلَ: نْهُ تيسْعينَ جي لرُّمْ ي وَ لَمَّا أتََى وَجَدْنََّ مَا بَنَْ صَدْري جَعْفَرٍ وَ مَنْكيبَيْهي وَ مَا أقَْ بَلَ مي لسَّيْ ي وَ طعَْنَةٍ بِي
هَا جَعْفَرٍ وَ دَخَلَتْ فاَطي  َّ ْ نَ عْيُ جَعْفَرٍ أتََى امْرأَتَهَُ أَسَْاَءَ بينْتَ عُمَيْسٍ فَ عَزَّاهَا فِي زَوْجي ةُ وَ هييَ تَ بْكيي وَ تَ قُولُ وَا عَمَّاهْ فَ قَالَ رَسُولُ مَ النَّبي

ثْ   لي جَعْفَرٍ فَ لْتَبْكي الْبَوَاكيي.اللَّّي ْ عَلَى مي

And from Ibn Umar who said, ‘We found what is between the chest of Ja’far-asws and his-asws 
shoulders and what faces from it, ninety injuries, what is between the strike of the sword, 
and stab of the spear. And when the news of expiry of Ja’far-asws came to the Prophet-saww, his-

asws wife Asma Bint Umays came, and he-saww consoled her regarding her husband Ja’far-asws; 

                                                      
7 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 20, The book of our Prophet-saww, P 3 Ch 12 H 28 
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and (Syeda) Fatima-asws came and she-asws was crying and saying: ‘Waah uncle!’ Rasool-Allah-

saww said: ‘Upon the likes of Ja’far-asws, let the crying ones cry’’. 8 

Also: 

.دَ قاَلَ رَسُولُ اللَّّي ْ ليفَاطيمَةَ اذْهَبي فاَبْكيي عَلَى ابْني عَم يكي فإَينْ لَِْ تَدْعيي بيثُكْلٍ فَمَا قُ لْتي فَ قَدْ صَ  قاَلَ الصَّاديقُ ع  قْتي

Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said to (Syeda) Fatima-asws: ‘Go and cry upon the son of 
your-asws uncle-asws, so even if you-asws do not supplicate with heaviness (in your-asws heart), 
whatever you-asws say, you-asws would have been truthful’.  

لما أقبل أصحاب مؤتة تلقاهْ رسول الله ْ و المسلمون معه فجعلوا يُثون عليهْ التَاب و  حاق عن عروُ قالو ذكر مُمد بن إس
َِاءَ اللَُّّ  ُْ الْكَرَّارُ إينْ   .يقولون يَ فرار فررُ فِ سبيل الله فَ قَالَ رَسُولُ اللَّّي ْ ليَْسُوا بيفَرَّارٍ وَ لَكينَّهُ

And Muhammad Bin Is’haq mentioned from Urwa who said, ‘When the companions of Motah 
came Rasool-Allah-saww met them and the Muslims were with him-saww. They went on pouring 
the soil upon them and saying, ‘O escapers, you have fled in the Way of Allah-azwj!’ Rasool-
Allah-saww said: ‘They aren’t fleers, but they are the attackers, if Allah-azwj so Desires’’. (An 
Extract)9 

ُُ جَعْفَري بْني أَبِي طاَليبٍ وَ زَيْدي بْني حَاريثةََ كَانَ إيذَا دَ  من لَ يُضره الفقيه قاَلَ الصَّاديقُ ع نَ جَاءَتْهُ وَفاَ َّ ْ حي ُُهُ إينَّ النَّبي خَلَ بَ يْتَهُ كَثرَُ بُكَا
يعا . ا  وَ يَ قُولُ كَانََّ يَُُد يثََنِي وَ يُ ؤْنيسَانِي فَذَهَبَا ميَ د   عَلَيْهيمَا جي

(The book) ‘Man La Yahzar Al-Faqeeh’ – Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘The Prophet-saww, when the (news 
of) expiry of Ja’far-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws and Zayd Bin Haris came to him-saww, whenever 
he-saww entered his-saww house, he-saww frequented the crying upon them both a lot, and was 
saying: ‘They used to discussed with me-saww and comfort me-saww, and they are both gone’’.10 

 

(6) 5th Imam-asws left Funds to Lament him-asws during 
the Hajj: 

ٌُ مينْ أَصْحَابينَا عَنْ أَمَْْدَ بْني مَُُ  ي ي بْني احََْكَيْ عَنْ يوُنُسَ بْني يَ عْقُوبَ عَنْ أَبِي عَبْدي اللَّّي ) عليه السلاعيدَّ
م ( قاَلَ قاَلَ لِي أَبِي يََ مَّدٍ عَنْ عَلي

مَ مينً  . نينَ بِيينً  أيََّ  جَعْفَرُ أوَْقيْ  لِي مينْ مَالِي كَذَا وَ كَذَا لينَ وَاديبَ تَ نْدُبُنِي عَشْرَ سي

A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Ali Bin Al hakam, from Yunus Bin Yaqoub,  

                                                      
8 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 22, The book of our Prophet-saww, P 4 Ch 5 H 25 
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 21, The book of our Prophet-saww, P 3 Ch 24 H 9 
10 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 21, The book of our Prophet-saww, P 3 Ch 24 H 8 
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws, said, ‘My-asws father-asws said to me-asws: ‘O 
Ja’far-asws! Dedicate to me-asws from my-asws such and such wealth for the lamenters to lament 
me-asws for ten years at Mina in the days of Mina’.11  

 

(7) Mohammed Ali (Engr.) contradicts himself 

In a later video (see the link below) - Mohammed Ali (Engr.) cites many Ahadith (which he 
believes are authentic) and proves and justifies the Aza of Imam-asws and refers to the crying 
of Rasool Allaw-saww over Imam Hussain-asws, fifty years before the martyrdom of Imam 
Hussain-asws in Karbala:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4RHOz6rf9Ts&ab_channel=AamirJafri 

 

                                                      
11 Al Kafi – V 5 – The Book of Subsistence Ch 35 H 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4RHOz6rf9Ts&ab_channel=AamirJafri

