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In the Name of Allah~#2% the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah~#% Lord~*% of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad-s2"" and his—2*% Purified Progeny2*, and greetings with abundant greetings.

G R Al s sy a2 U i e o 2l

Why Religious People Do Not Appeal

Summary

Why are people generally wary of religious people? Is it based on people’s perceptions and
experiences, or are there Islamic guidelines regarding those who come across as very religious
and spiritual?

Most of the time, people classify “religious” are inflexible and stiff— and, in the worst cases,
unreliable and unfaithful.

The Ahadith warn us against being impressed by (superficial) religious figures, as they use
religion as a tool to attract and deceive people. They have muddled religion with their
opinions and made it complex and difficult to follow. Most people find it hard to trace the
true essence of faith, so they end up following either self-proclaimed or institutionalised
scholars. Neither the former nor the latter appeals, impresses, or inspires, and both can
become causes of abhorring the religion of Allah-2%,

However, the Ahadith also recommend learning Islam and finding those who truly adhere to
the traditions of the Prophet*®W and practice according to Islam’s guidelines, as
demonstrated by the Ahl Al-Bayt?s"s,

When even a few people adopt religion this way, everyone, regardless of their faith, can
benefit and learn from them. However, locating them is difficult, as they are always scarce
and unnoticeable in every era — but finding them helps one realise how beautiful the religion
and those who follow it are (Appendix I).

Be Cautious of the people of religion:
2 TS ;_Gji; NRHPESS chu § aibais 3 3l 3 B 5 A s 3659 (;L«) 13) g o e Jé g L) Ji 5
o e KE B opalley 1 g i Y 540 0 T ) e o it 5 6 5 oS il Gk o L 5 B0 4

F
Al

Imam Al-Reza®"s said: ‘Ali®*"s Bin Al-Husayn?*s said: ‘When you see the man who has good
reputation (in religion) and conduct, and is soft-spoken in his speech, and is subdued in his
movement, so wait — do not be deceived, for many a time, (there is) one who is frustrated
from attaining the world and riding the Prohibition (because he is unable to) due to the
weakness of his intention and (the) humiliation, and cowardice of his heart. So he takes on
the Religion as his tool (and disguise). And he does not cease to trap the people with his
appearance, and if he is able to commit a Prohibition, he would break into it.
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““And when you find him abstaining from illicit wealth, so wait, (and) do not be deceived, for
the desires of the people are different. Many a time one does not accept prohibited wealth,
even if it is a lot, yet still drives himself toward some other, truly hideous and repulsive act
that is likewise forbidden.
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“If you find one who refrains from such things, do not be too quick to judge; do not let
appearances deceive you until you have examined the conclusions reached by his own
intellect. Many are those who abandon such behaviours, yet fail to attain a sound and steady
mind—with the result that the harm caused through ignorance far outweighing any good they
might achieve.
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““So, when you find him having a sound mind, wait, do not be deceived, until you look at
whether his desires overcome his intellect, or does he happen to be with his intellect against
his desires? And how is his love for the false leadership, and his asceticism with regard to it —
for among the people (there) is one who loses (both) the world and the Hereafter by
abandoning the world for the world, and he sees the false leadership to be superior to (both)
the pleasures of wealth and the Permissible bounties. So, he neglects them altogether (while)
seeking the government, and when it is said to him, ‘Fear Allah’; pride seizes him with the
sin; so Hell would suffice him; and it is an evil habitation [2:206].
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“So, he flounders with a bluff guiding him from the first falsehood to the furthest ends of the
loss, and he extends his hand afterwards, seeking it, when he is not able upon it during his
tyranny. Then he permits what Allah*"I has Prohibited, and he prohibits what Allah** has
Permitted, not caring about what is lost from his world when his leadership is safe for him,
which he had (actually) feared from its beginning. So, they are those whom Allah is Wrathful
upon them and Curses them and has Prepared Hell for them, and (it is) an evil destination
[48:6]...” (Hadith continues; see Appendix Il).
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The followers of Priests (other than the Infallible Personalities®*"*) — the
Ahadith)
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Al-Sadiq®"s said: ‘He lied, the one who claims that he is from our?¥s Shias and he is attached
with the handhold of (someone) other than us?W%s,’!
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From Ja’far?®"s, from his@%s father?s: (from Imam) Ali®*** said: ‘Beware of the ignorant ones
from the worshippers, and the immoral ones from the scholars, for they are a Fitna (strife) of
all Fitnas (strifes).”?
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(From) Amir Al-Momineen™"s having said: ‘“Two (types of) men from the world broke my=2s"s
back —a man eloquent of the tongue who is immoral, and a man ignorant of heart who is a
performer of rituals. The (first) uses his eloquence to divert attention from his immorality,
while the latter uses his devotion (worship) to mask his ignorance. Therefore, fear the
immoral ones from the scholars, and the ignorant ones from the worshippers; they are a Fitna
(strife) of all Fitnas (strifes), for %S heard Rasool-Allah™®"¥ saying: ‘O Ali®¥*| The destruction
of my*™¥ community would be upon the hands of every hypocrite eloquent of tongue.”?
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Rasool-Allah*®"¥ said: ‘There will come an era upon my=s®"W community; there will not remain
from the Quran except for its ritual, nor from Al-Islam except for its name. They would be
named by it (as being Muslims), and they would be the remotest of the people from (Islam).

1 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ighorance, S 2 Ch 14 H 49
2 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 15H 1
3 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 15H 3
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Their Masjids would be well-built, but they would be in ruins from guidance. The jurists of
that era would be the evilest jurists ever to have walked (under) the sky. The Fitna (sedition)
emerge from them, and to them it would return.’

Fitna propellers among people:

From a speech of his@%s (Amir ul-Momineen Ali®** |[bn Abi Talib?"*) said the following,
while describing the one who sits as a judge in the community and doesn’t act rightfully,
that the most hateful to Allah-#*" are two types (of people):

The first type
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‘Surely the most hateful of the people, to Allah??¥ the Exalted, are two (types of) men — (the
first is) a man whom Allah?*¥ Allocates him to himself. Yet he has strayed from the straight
path and become infatuated with heretical discourse and calls toward misguidance. He serves
as a source of temptation for those who fall under his spell, having turned away from the
righteous guidance of his predecessors, straying the one who take his lead during his lifetime
and after his death. He is a carrier of others’ sins, pledged with his own sins...”

The second type
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‘And a man who has collected ignorance. He is quick among the ignoramuses of the
community, turning in the darkness of the Fitna, (while) blind to the advantages of peace and
reconciliation... The people have named him as a scholar, and he isn’t one.
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‘He goes out early morning amassing a lot, the little from it would have been better than what
is more, until (he) has saturated from the polluted waters and acquired meaningless things.
(Then) he sits among the people as a judge responsible for solving what is confusing upon
others.
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‘If one of the ambiguous problems (is discussed) with him, he prepares an additional useless
argument from his opinion, then he (judges) by it. Thus, he gets entangled in confusing doubts

4 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 15 H 14
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in an example of the spider’s web. He does not know whether he is correct or has erred. If he
is correct, he fears that he might have erred, and if he has erred, he hopes that he would be
correct.

feibl o 353 [8)] Sbl B[] — b6 e oL o D oisie G e Vs it s

‘An ignorant man, who stumbles blindly through a thicket of follies, plunging headlong into
darkness; he has never grasped knowledge with a firm, decisive grip—instead, he scatters
reports and narrations just as the wind scatters dry, brittle leaves.
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‘By Allah"#"il He is neither capable of resolving what is referred to him nor fit for the position
assigned to him. He does not consider knowledge to have any place in the matters he rejects,
and he cannot conceive that there might be any approach other than his own.
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‘And if a matter is obscure to him, he conceals (that) due to what he knows of his own
ignorance. The bloods (those who suffered) are crying out due to the tyranny of his
judgments, and the inheritances (those who were taken from) are grumbling from him.
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‘Iws complain to Allah??¥ of the people living in ignorance and (who are) dying (while they
remain) straying. There is no commodity more ruinous among them than the Book when it is
recited as it (should be recited), and there is no commodity more expensive to sell nor of a
higher price than the Book when (its Verses) are altered, nor is there anything eviler than the
act of kindness, nor anything more recognised (to them) than the evil.”

Seven categories of the scholars will be in the Fire:
O b Jeel®) 1o B 2t 5 ed 2 G 3 asd e gl o2 23 152 s JB B 1 g gila U ol 23 S22 A
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Abu Abdullah™®"Ys said: ‘From the scholars is one who loves to hoard his knowledge, and do
not (let others) take from him, so that one would be in the first level of the Fire.

5 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 17
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‘And from the scholars is one, who when he is advised, (he) becomes arrogant, and when he
advises, he is harsh. So, that one would be in the second level of the Fire.
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‘And from the scholars is one who views that he should place his knowledge with the ones
with wealth and nobility, and he does not see for himself a placement among the poor. So
that one would be in the third level of the Fire.
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‘And from the scholars is one who goes in his knowledge in the direction of the tyrants and
the ruling authorities, and if something from his words is rejected upon him, or something
from his matter is reduced (such as receiving less respect, money etc.), he is angered. So, that
one would be in the fourth level of the Fire.
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‘And from the scholars is one who seeks the narrations of the Jews and the Christians in order
to increase with it and be more (familiar) with it in his discussions (narrations). So that one
would be in the fifth level of the Fire.
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‘Among those who claim to be scholars are some who set themselves up to issue religious
rulings (fatwas), saying, "Ask me anything!"—yet they may not get even a single point right.
Allah??" does not Love those who feign knowledge or overreach; such a person shall end up
in the sixth level of the Fire.
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‘And from the scholars is one who takes his knowledge for a sense of honour and intellect. So
that one would be in the seventh level of the fire.’®

NB: See Appendix Il for additional Ahadith.

63520 ¢ 2z ¢ Juasdl

Page 8 of 28




Why Religious People Do Not Appeal www.hubeali.com

The Deception of the religious people:

When Fitna mongers are told not to stir up the Fitna, in response, they say: “But we are only
correcting and improving the matters, as Allah®?¥ Points out to their mischief in the Holy
Quran (with the following verse).”
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And when it is said to them, Do not make mischief (Fitna) in the land, they say: But rather,
we are the reconcilers (rather making peace) [2:11] Indeed! They themselves are the
mischief makers, but they are not recognising (it — the Fitna they are creating) [2:12]
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Ameer Al-Momineen s said: ‘Allah??* the Almighty will Punish six groups of people: 1- Arabs
for racism, 2- The headmen, or chiefs of a village or town for haughtiness, 3- Rulers for
oppression, 4- Jurisprudents for jealousy, 5- Businessmen for cheating, 6- Villagers for
ignorance.”’

How do they instigate Fitna (How strife begins)
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Abu Ja’far?®"“s narrates that Amir-Al-Momineen®%* addressed the people and said: ‘O you
people! But rather, the beginning of the occurrence of the Fitna (strife) is from the following
of the desires, and of rulings which have been innovated (and are heretic), in which the
Speech of Allah#% is opposed, in which a man emulates (does Tagleed of)® another man. And
if the falsehood was pure, the one with arguments would not fear it; and if the Truth was
pure, there would be no differing. But, they take a handful of this, and a handful of that, so
they mix up the two and come with these two. So it is over that, the Satan™@ enchains his™
friends, those for whom the goodness (from Allah®%) has (prevailed) attain salvation
(21:101).”°

7 Mishkat ul-Anwar fi Ghurar al-Akhbar, H. 782.
8 Blind following
% Al-Mahaasin —V 1Bk 5 H 74
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They manage to confuse People during Fitna:
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Imam Ali*"* addressed at Al-Nahrawan. He®"* praised Allah®** and extolled upon Him=?,
then said: ‘O you people! As for after, I**s have blinded an eye of the Fitna. There does not
happen to be anyone courageous upon it apart from me?ws\’
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A man stood up and said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen*¢! Narrate to us about the Fitna.’
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He®"s said: ‘The Fitna, when it comes, is suspicious (it confuses one), and when it turns
around, it settles the suspicious being faced (so doubt is removed), and it’s turning around is
recognised (its affliction becomes clearly visible). The Fitna hovers like the winds hitting a city
but missing another (town).

‘Indeed! The scariest of the Fitna upon you in my®* presence is the Fitna of the clan of
Umayya. It is a blinding Fitna of widespread darkness. Its Fitna is general and its affliction is
particular, and the affliction will hit the one who (remains exposed) during it, and the affliction
would miss the one who is blinded (shielded) from it.
& 4 Las(:ﬁ‘@i;5@&}&3@};;&@;3;%/73;5&’7&% s LI 5 bk 20 S B e AT Lo ot i1 2y
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‘The people of its falsehood would prevail over the people of its right until the earth is filled
with our®"s enemies, and injustice, and innovations. Indeed! The first one to strike down its
might, and break its pillars, and remove its pegs would be Allah®*, Lord®* of the worlds.’
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A man stood up and said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®*s! What should we do during that time?’
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He®"s said: ‘Look at the People®*s of the Household of your Prophet=a"*. If they®"s sit back,
then sit back, and if they cry out to you (for help), then help them™"s, you will be
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recompensed, and do not precede them®*, the afflictions would quicken to you...” (an
extract).X°

Imam Ali"**** refers to those who follow religious figures as dogs:
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Amir Al-Momineen%s said: ‘O group of our Shias! Beware of the people of opinion, for they
are the enemies of the Sunnah(s). The Ahadeeth they had memorised have slipped away from
them, and they are too weary of the Sunnah to revive it.
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‘They have taken the servants of Allah? as their servants, and His#" wealth as their wealth.
The necks fell upon them, and the people followed them resembling the dogs, and they
snatched the truth from its rightful ones, and they made themselves resemble the truthful
Imams¥s and they are from the Kafirs, the accursed ones.
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‘They were asked about what they are not doing, but they refused to admit that they were
not knowing, so they opposed the Religion with their opinions. Thus, they strayed, and (made
others) stray. But, if the Religion was with the analogies, the underside of the feet would be
more foremost with the wiping (during ablution) than its upper part.’*!

Who are successful in both Worlds?
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Imam Al-Sadiq@$"* said: ‘The sincerity combines results of the deeds, and (the meaning of the
deeds) is the key for the Acceptance, and the signature (of being Accepted) is the (Divine)
Pleasure. The one whom Allah?"l Accepts from and is Pleased, he is sincere, even if his deeds
are few; and the one whom Allah#¥ does not Accept from him, he is not sincere, even if his
deeds were a lot.

10 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 33, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 23 H 599
11 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 14 H9
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‘Consider the example of Adam™ and Iblis™: the sign of acceptance is the presence of
steadfastness—manifested by the willingness to sacrifice all that one holds dear—
accompanied by the correct knowledge regarding every movement and moment of stillness.
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‘The sincere person—whose very soul is consumed in the endeavour to evaluate the

knowledge and the deeds—devotes his entire being to refining the foundations upon which

knowledge and actions are based. For he has attained everything; and if he misses this, he

misses everything—namely, the refinement of the concepts of divine transcendence (Tanzih)

within the doctrine of Oneness (Tawhid).
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‘The first to be destroyed are the workers except the worshippers, and the worshippers are
destroyed except the knowing (knowledgeable) ones, and the knowing ones are destroyed
except the truthful ones, and the truthful ones are destroyed except the sincere ones, and
the sincere ones are destroyed except the pious, and the pious are destroyed except the
convinced ones, and the convinced ones are upon the mighty thinking. Allah-#?¥ Said to His
azwj prophet™="¥: And worship your Lord until there comes to you certainty [15:99].
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‘The minimum level of sincerity is for a servant to exert his utmost effort, yet not assign any
value to his deeds before Allah??%, thereby (this way) to expect his Lord?*" to reward him for
his actions, knowing that if He®" were to demand from him the fulfilment of the right of
servitude, he would be unable to do so.
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‘And the lowest position of the sincere one in the world is the safety from all of the sins, and
in the Hereafter, salvation from the Fire and success with Paradise.’'?

The Traits/Qualities of a Believer:

2
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12 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 54 H 18
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It is reported that a companion of Amir Al-Momineen % called Hamman was a worshipping
man. He said to him?%s, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen%s! Describe the pious ones (from believers)
to me™®Ys until it is as if | am looking at them.’
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Amir Al-Momineen?"s was thoughtful (and took a moment) in answering, then he®"s said:
‘O Hammam! Fear Allah?*" and do good deeds, Surely, Allah is with those who are pious and
those who are good doers [16:128].’
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Hammam was not content with that (answer and) was determined (to know more). Amir Al-
Momineen®"s (continued his speech with) praising Allah#" and extolling Him#?%, and sent
Salawaat upon the Prophet™2"%, then said: ‘As for after, surely Allah?*¥ the Glorious Created
the creatures when He?* Created them, being needless of their obedience, (and) safe from
their disobedience, because the disobedience of the one disobeying Him2?¥ does not harm
Him™#2%, nor does the obedience of the one obeying Him#", benefit Him=2",
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‘He"#%i Apportioned between them their livelihoods and Placed them from the world in their
places. The pious ones in it, they are the people of merits. Their talk is correct, and their
apparels are moderate, and their lives are humble. They close their eyes from whatever Allah"
a2wi has Prohibited unto them, and they pause (and turn) their hearing upon the knowledge
beneficial for them.
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‘They dwell in afflictions like the one who dwells in prosperity. Had it not been for the term

(death) which Allah"#¥ has Decreed upon them, their souls would not have settled in their
bodies for the blink of an eye out of desire for the Rewards and fear of the Punishments.
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‘The Creator is Mighty (to them), so whatever is besides (Him?") is small in their eyes. They

and the Paradise are like the one who has seen it and is enjoying it, while they and the Fire

are like the one who has seen it and they are being Punished in it.
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‘Their hearts are aggrieved, and their evils (the people) are secure from it; their bodies are
thin, and their needs are light, and their souls are chaste. They are patient for a few days,
their consequence is a lengthy rest, (this) being a profitable trade. Their Lord?* has Eased
for them. The world wants them, but they do not want it, and it has made captives of them,
so they are ransoming themselves from it.
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‘As for the night, they are rowing their feet reciting segments of the Quran, reciting it
distinctively, grieving themselves with it and preferring it as a medication for their ailments.
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‘Whenever they pass by a Verse wherein is yearning (for Paradise) in it, they incline to it
eagerly and notify their souls to it out of desire, and it has been set up in (front of) their eyes;
and whenever they pass by a Verse wherein is a scare, they listen to it with the ears of their
heart and they thought that the roaring and inhaling of Hell were in the roots of their ears.
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‘They are bending from their waists, laying down their foreheads, and their palms, and their
knees, and the sides of their feet, seeking to Allah-#*" the Exalted to liberate their necks.
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‘And as for the day, they are forbearing, scholarly, righteous, pious. The fear has made them
(slim) like the arrows. The beholder looks at them, he reckons them as being sick, and there
is no sickness with the people, and he says, ‘They are lost in imagination!” and they are
imagining a mighty matter.
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‘They are not pleased with their little deeds, nor are they considering the many deeds as a
lot. So, they are blaming themselves and are fearful from their deeds; and whenever one of
them fears from what is said to him (in high regard), he says, ‘l am more knowing with myself
than others are, and my Lord?* is more Knowing than | am with myself. O Allah3?¥! Do not
seize me with what they are saying, and Make me to be superior than what they are thinking,
and Forgive for me what they are not knowing.’
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‘From a sign of one of them is that you will see for him having strength in religion, and
determination in softness, and Eman in certainty, and eagerness regarding knowledge, and
knowledge during forbearance, and moderation during riches, and humbleness in worship,
and gracefulness in destitution, and patience in adversities, and seeking regarding the
Permissible, and being active in guidance, and fleeing from greed.
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‘He does the righteous deeds, and he is in fear. In the evening, his concern would be thanking
(praising Allah®?¥), and in the morning, his concern would be the Zikr. He spends the night
cautiously, and in the morning, he is happy. (He is) cautious (and) careful from being heedless,
and happy with what he has achieved from the Grace and the Mercy.
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‘If his soul is difficult for him regarding what it dislikes, he will not grant its request in what it
loves. The delight of his eyes is in what does not decline, and his asceticism regarding what
will not last. He mixes the forbearance with the knowledge, and the word with the action.
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‘You will see him with short-term hopes, little slips, humbling his heart, (and with) his soul
content; small are his meals, simple are his affairs, (and he is) protective of his religion. His
desires are dead, swallowing his anger, the good from him is hoped for, and the evil from him
is felt safe from.
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‘He is written to be among the mindful, and if he were among the mindful, he would not be

written as being from the heedless ones. He pardons the ones who are unjust to him, and
gives to the one who deprives him, and he connects with the one who cuts him off.
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‘Remote is his immorality, soft are his words, absent is his evil, present is his act of kindness.

His good is facing him and his evil has turned away. During the disturbances he is dignified,

and during the adversities he is patient, and during the prosperity he is thankful.
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‘He is not unfair to the one he hates, nor does he sin regarding the one he loves. He
acknowledges the truth before he testifies to it. He does not waste what he is given to
preserve, nor does he forge what he is reminded of, nor does he insult with the nicknames,
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nor is he harmful to the neighbour, nor does he gloat (over others) with the calamities, nor
does he enter into falsehood, nor does he come out from the truth.
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‘If he is silent, his silence does not sadden him, and if he laughs, he does not raise his voice
high, and if he is rebelled against, he is patient until Allah?*I happens to be the One**"i Who
Avenges for him.
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‘His self is tired from him, while the people are at rest from him. He fatigues himself for the
Hereafter, and the people are at rest from him. His distancing from the one he distances from
is due to asceticism and purification, and his drawing closer to the ones he draws closer to is
due to gentleness and mercy. His distance is not due to arrogance, nor is his drawing closer
due to a plot or deception.’
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Hammad was stunned with a swoon, and lost his soul during it. Amir Al-Momineen@"s said:
‘But, by Allah-#2%il |-3%s feared it upon him (that this would happen).’
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Then he™®"s said: ‘This is what the far-reaching preaching does with its people.’
a3 el G 3H W 26 4 JUis

A speaker said to him™s, ‘So what is the matter with you@"“s, O Amir Al-Momineen"s? (i.e.,
how come you™"s are not fainting and dying?)’
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He#%s said: ‘Woe be to you! For every term (death) there is a time which cannot be exceeded,
and a cause which cannot be surpassed. So do not repeat to the likes of it (this question), for
rather the Satan™ has blown upon your tongue.’3

The Eight Characteristics of a Believer:
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13 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 193
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%s having said: ‘It is befitting for the Momin
(Believer) that there happen to be eight characteristics in him — dignity during distubances,
patience during the afflictions, gratefulness during the prosperity, contentment with what
Allah#% has Graced him, not being unjust to the enemies, not being a burden to his friends,
his body should be tired from it (the hard work) but the people would be at rest from him.
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‘The knowledge is a friend of the Momin, and the forbearance is his Vizier, and the intellect is

the commander of his army, and the kindness is his brother, and the righteousness is his
father.’14

Description of a Believer
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‘From Abu Abdullah@"%s, | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you™@s¥s! Describe your?"s adherent to
me!’
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‘He®Ys said: ‘Our®Ys follower is the one whose voice does not exceed his hearing, nor does

his strength (exceed) his body, nor does he drop his weight upon others, and he does not ask
(from anyone) other than his brethren, even if he were to die of hunger.
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“Our@%s follower is the one who neither howls the howling of the dog, nor does he covet the
coveting of the crow.

WM e 2 L s
“Oura"s followers are the ones light of their living, (frequent) transferred of their houses!
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“Our?¥s followers are those who have a known right to their wealth, are consoling, and, at
death, are not panicking; in their graves, they will visit each other.’

14 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH24 H 1
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‘(The narrator) said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you?"“*! So where can | seek them?’
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‘He®%s said: ‘In the outskirts of the earth and between the markets, like what Allah"#" Mighty
and Majestic Said in His™" Book: being humble towards the Momineen, mighty against the
Kafirs. [5:54].”1>

Advice for a Believer:

5 VBt ¥ 5l 2885 5V 5 GEIS Y 5 I8 iV 5 3l g el B335 Y 5 A s ST DUV ¢ 06
I 55, Y 5 el KAIEEHE Y 5 5385 L6 Y

Imam Ali®¥s (Ilbn Abi Talib®%*) said: ‘There is no wealth worthier than the intellect, nor
loneliness more alienating than the self-conceit, nor any (use of) intellect like the strategy,
nor any honour like the piety, nor any pairing like the good manners, nor any inheritance like
the etiquettes, nor any guide like the inclination, nor any trade like the righteous deed, nor
any profit like the (heavenly) Rewards.
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‘And there is no devoutness like the pausing at the suspicion, nor any ascetism like the
abstention regarding the Prohibition, nor any knowledge like the pondering, nor any worship
like fulfilling the obligations, nor any Eman like the modesty and the patience, nor any
affiliation like the humbleness, nor any nobility like the knowledge, nor is there any backing
more trustworthy than the consultation.’*®

The Least to be a Momin and the Least to be a Kafir:
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A man came to Amir Al-Momineen@%s, He said to him?@%“s, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?"“$! What
is the least of what the man can be a Momin with, and least of what he would be a Kafir with,
and least of what he would be straying with?’

15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 66 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 38 H 99
16 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 66 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 38 H 122
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He#Ys said: ‘You have asked, so listen to the answer! The least of what he would be a Momin
with is that Allah?" would Introduce Himself3" to him, so he would acknowledge to Him"
azwj \with the Lordship and the Oneness, and that He"#*" would Introduce His#*" Prophet2%,
so he would acknowledge to him=#"¥ with the Prophet-hood, and that He*) would Introduce
him to His* Divine Authority in His#" earth and His#" Witness upon His?? creatures, so
he would acknowledge to him?"s with the obedience.’
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®%s! And even if he were to be ignorant of the entirety of the
things other than what you™*"s have described?’
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He s said: ‘Yes! Whenever he is Commanded, he obeys, and whenever he is Prohibited he
refrains.
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‘And the least of what he would be a Kafir with is that he makes it a religion with something,

then he claims that Allah®®" has Commanded him with it, what Allah®" has actually

Prohibited him from it. Then he installs it and he disavows and befriends, and he alleges that
he is worshipping Allah-***l Who has Commanded him with it.
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‘And the least of what he would be straying with is that he does not recognise the Divine

Authority of Allah#¥ in His#" earth and His®* witness upon His#" creatures who Allah-32"
has Commanded him with obeying him?*¥* and had Imposed his"s Wilayah.’
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He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen 3! Name them?*"s for me.’
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He % said: ‘Those whom Allah??¥ has Paired them=*¥s with Himself#" and His®**i Prophet
saww 5o He?Wi Said: ‘O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Rasool and those with
(Divine) Authority from you. [4:59].
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He said, ‘Clarify them™?s¥s for me.’
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He3%s said: ‘Rasool-Allah®"W said at the end of hisS®"¥ sermon he™®W had addressed,
(before) he@"W passed away during his"W day: ‘I®*"¥ am leaving behind among you all two
matters. You will never stray for as long as you adhere to these two — the Book of Allah3?¥
and People of my*®Y¥ Household, for the Subtle, the Informed has made a pact with mesaWw
that these two will never separate from each other until they return to me=®"¥ at the Fountain
like these two fingers of mine™@¥". Therefore, adhere to these two, you will not stray, and do
not go ahead of them™¥s for you will be destroyed, and do not stay behind them2s¥s you will
be divided, and do not (try to) teach them™s¥s for they®¥* are more knowledgeable than you
arel”t’

Status of a Momin in the world:
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Abu Abdullah?"Ys was standing upon Al-Safa. Abbad Al-Basri said to him#Ys ‘There is a
Hadeeth being reported from you@%s,” He®"* said: ‘And what is it?’ He said, ‘Sanctity of the
Momin is greater than sanctity of this House (Kabab).’
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He % said: ‘I"*"s have said that. If the Momin were to say to this mountain, ‘Come forward!’
It would come.’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘l looked at the mountain coming over.” He%* said to it: ‘Be upon your
place (do not be hasty), I*** did not mean you!”’18
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(Imam Ali Reza™®"*) said: ‘My2s"s father?¥s narrated to me2s"s from my2¥s grandfatheras"s,

from his@%s forefathers@"s having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen@"* said: ‘The value of every
person is what he improves upon (the good) ...” (an extract).'®

17 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 66 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 28 H 19
18 Bihar Al Awaar —V 46, The book of History — Ja’far Al Sadig®*s, Ch 5 H 95
19 Bihar ul Anwaar, vol. 74
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‘And he™®"Ys heard a man from the ‘Harouriya’ (Kharijites) reciting (Quran) and holding vigil at
night (for Salat). He™"* said: ‘Sleep upon conviction is better than Salat in doubt; when the
intellects are complete (it) reduces the talk; worth of the man is worth of his endeavours;
value of every person is what he improves; the wealth is a substance of the lustful desires;
the people are enemies of what they are ignorant of; the breaths of the person are his steps
to his death.”?°

The Unity among Muslims and the people of Divisions:

It is generally emphasised that Muslims should be united and one should reject those who
cause divisions among the nation of Islam. Amir Al-Momineen?s"s Ali-@%s |bn Abi Talib®*s has
beautifully address these topics in a Hadith:
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It is reported by Yahya Bin Abdullah bin Al-Hassan narrated from his father, Abdullah Bin Al-
Hassan, who said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"s was delivering a sermon in Basra, a few days after
his arrival there, when a man stood up before him and said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?“s! Inform
me, who are the people of unity (Ahl Al-Jama’ah), who are the people of division (Ahl Al-
Furgah), who are the people of innovation (Ahl Al-Bid’ah), and who are the people of the
Sunnah (Ahl Al-Sunnah)?’
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‘Amir Al-Momineen@%s said, “‘Woe unto you! Since you have asked me®"$, understand what
I#sWs say to you, and you will not need to ask anyone else about these matters after me?s"s,
As for the people of unity, they are myself®*¥s and those who follow me "5, even if they are
few in number. That is the truth, in accordance with the Command of Allah 2" the Exalted,
and the command of His Rasool="Y,

01 5 &1 A 5§ O asE AT

‘““As for the people of division, they are those who oppose me % and those who follow (in
opposing) me®Ys even if they are numerous.

3, 3 P e g R
I3 0] 3 A2 5 3 B G O,Selztl 220 AT T

“As for the people of the Sunnah, they are those who adhere to what Allah"#" and His Rasool
saWW have prescribed for them, even if they are few in number.

20 Bijhar Al-Anwaar V 75 - The book ‘Al Rawza’ - Ch 15 H 72
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“As for the people of innovation, they are those who oppose the Command of Allah?¥, His
Book, and His Rasool*®"¥, acting according to their own opinions and desires, even if they are
numerous.
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“The first group of them has already passed away, while other groups remain, and it is for
Allah??¥ to Seize them and Eradicate them from the face of the earth!”’?!

NB: For further reading, see: Unity Among Muslims is Upon the Truth - HubeAli

How to Find a Loyal Believer?
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Imam Sadig@"* said: ‘There are certain limits to friendship. Whoever does not fall within
those limits should not be considered a ‘true friend,” and whoever does not have anything
that falls within those limits should not be ascribed anything related to friendship. The
conditions for friendship are:
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‘Firstly, a friend should not hide anything from you, and (should) be the same person to you
in private as he is in public;

‘Secondly, he should consider your beauty as his own, and your ugliness as his own;
‘Thirdly, wealth and position should not change him;
‘Fourthly, He should not withhold from you what he has power over, and
‘Fifthly, He should not abandon you during times of hardship.’%?
In another Hadith:
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(The 6™ Imam Abu Abdullah?%s) said: ‘From our?%s Shias is one whose voice does not exceed
his hearing, nor does his animosity exceed his ears (body), nor does he praise us?" openly,

21 Al Ihtijaj — Vol one — Section 2 Hadeeth 4
22 Mishkat ul-Anwar Fi Ghurar al-Akhbar, H. 391
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nor does he connect (with) one angry with us?"s, nor disputes a friend of ours®"s, nor does
he sit with a faulter of ours@s"s.’

w7l
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Mihzam said to him2"s, ‘So how shall | deal with these pretentious Shias?’
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He?®Ys said: ‘Among them is the Trials, and among them is the Distinguishing, and among
them is the descent (of afflictions). Years (of drought) come upon them, annihilating them,
and plague killing, and differing dispelling them.
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‘Our®™s Shia is one who neither barks (like the) barking of a dog, nor does he covet (like the)
coveting of the crow, and he does not beg even if he were to die of hunger.’

Nis LT 56 eI

(He asked), ‘So where shall | search for them?’
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He @Y said: ‘Seek them in the outskirts of the earth. They are of basic life, transferring to
(different) houses; if they are present, they are not known; and if they are absent, they are
not missed; and if they are sick, they are not consoled; and if they propose, they are not
married; and if they see evil, they dislike it; and if an ignorant person addresses (insults) them,
they respond with words of peace (Salam), and if someone with a need seeks shelter with
them, they are merciful; and at the (time of) death, they are not grieving. Their hearts do not
differ and even if you were to see them being in different cities.’?3

Appendix I: True Reciters of Quran and believers are scarce
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?®"s having said: ‘A man from Al-Basra stood up to Amir
Al-Momineen@"s and he said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?*"¢! Inform us about the brethren.” So

2 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 75 - The book ‘Al Rawza’ - Ch 23 H 108 / 157
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he?®¥s said: ‘The brethren are of two types — The trustworthy brethren and the friendly
brethren.
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““So as for the trustworthy brethren, so they are the palm, and the wing, and the family and
the wealth. So when you were with a brother of yours who was upon the limit of
trustworthiness, so spend the wealth and (exert) your body for him, and be sincere to those
who are sincere to him, and assist those who assist him, and conceal his secrets and his faults
and manifest the goodness from him. And know, O you people! They are scarcer than the red
Ruby (in nature).
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“And as for the friendly brethren, so you would be attaining your pleasure from them,
therefore do no cut that off from them, nor seek what is behind that from their consciences,
and exert for them what they are exerting for you, from the relaxedness of the face and the
sweetness of the tongue.”?*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®%“s having said: ‘The reciters of the Quran are three
(types) — A man who recites the Quran, so he takes it as a commodity and attracts the
attention of the kings with it, and extend (his control) upon the people. And a man who recites
the Quran, so he memorises its letters and wastes its limits, and his standing is (like) the
standing of the arrow. May Allah®*¥ not Cause a lot of these ones to be from the bearers of
the Quran.
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‘And a man who recites the Quran, so he places the medicine of the Quran upon the illness
of his heart. So he holds a vigil with it during his nights, and remains thirsty due to it by his
day, and he stands by it in his Masjid, and ignores his bed due to it. So it is due to them that
Allah?™ the Mighty, the Compeller, Repels the affliction, and it is due to them Allah-#"
Defends (them) from the enemies, and it is due to them that Allah-?*I Mighty and Majestic

24 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 104 H 3
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Sends down the rain from the sky. Thus, by Allah?%, these ones among the reciters of the
Quran, they are rarer than the red ruby.’?®

Appendix II: Who to follow among the religious personalities:
(There is no one worthy of being followed except who is Nominated by Allah-7%)
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‘But the man of all men, the best man, is the one who makes his own desires to follow the
Commands of Allah?™, and strengthens his resolve in the Pleasure of Allah32%,
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‘He sees the disgrace, with the Truth to be closer to eternal honour than the honour in
falsehood, and he knows that the little, what he is enduring from, its harm would deposit him
to the eternal Bliss, in a House which would neither be terminated nor run out; and (he knows)
that the lot of what he gets, from (the) joys in following his desires, would deposit him to a
Punishment (which would neither have) a termination for it nor any decline.
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‘That is the man@“s, the best man@*s, Attach yourselves with him?%s and believe in his?s

Sunnah, and make him™“s an intermediary to your Lord??%, for a supplication would not be
rejected for him2s"s, nor would he** be returned empty-handed.’?®

Appendix lll: Those Who Worshipped Priests
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They are taking their Rabbis and their Monks as lords besides Allah, and (also) the Messiah
son of Mariam (as a Lord), and they were not Commanded except for worshipping One God.
There is no god except Him. Glorious is He from what they are associating [9:31]

Prohibition of emulating (doing Taqleed of) a priest

slebo ¥ g odtsbo L5 36 A1 093 2 LT B0 5 28502 T 300 Jst Jls 0 0f s w5 3 A e i il 5 (ST e S
\Jjjw.&iYﬁjﬁjwéﬂzérﬁjﬂbywwbﬁfjbb;—r.&\j_l};r_@,.gj
And Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq®"s said: ‘Beware of Tagleed! The one who does Tagleed in his

religion is destroyed! Allah-#% the Exalted is Saying: They are taking their Rabbis and their
Monks as lords besides Allah [9:31]. No, by Allah?"l They neither prayed Salat to them nor

25 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 14 H 1
26 Bjhar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 14 H 10

Page 25 of 28




Why Religious People Do Not Appeal www.hubeali.com

did they Fast for them, but whenever they (priests) permitted a Prohibition for them, and
prohibited upon them a Permissible, they (people) emulated them (did their Tagleed) in that.
Thus, they worshipped them and there were not realising.’?’
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‘I went over to Rasool Allah*®"" and around my neck was a cross (made) of gold, so hesa¥W
said to me: ‘O Udayy! Drop this idol from your neck!” So | dropped it then (came closer) to
him™=2"W and he*®"W was reciting this Verse from Surah Bara’at: They are taking their Rabbis
and their Monks as lords besides Allah [9:31], until hes®YW was free from it. So, | said to him-
saww ‘(But) we are not worshipping them?’
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‘He™saWW said: ‘Aren’t they prohibiting what Allah??¥ Permitted, so you are prohibiting it, and
they are permitting what Allah#*" Prohibited, so you are permitting it?’ | said, ‘Yes (they are).’
HesaW said: ‘So that (equates to) worshipping them.”’28
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"s about the Words of Allah?*% Mighty and Majestic: They are taking
their Rabbis and their Monks as lords besides Allah [9:31]. So he®"s said: ‘But, by Allah-#Y,
they (priests) did not invite them (people) to worship them, and had (the priests) invited them
(to do) so, they would not have responded to (the priests), but (the priests) permitted for
them the Prohibition, and prohibited upon them the Permissible. Thus, they worshipped (the
priests and followed their opinions rather than Divine Laws) from (a perspective) they were
not aware of.’?
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27 Tas’heeh Al Itigaad (Correction Of Beliefs) — Sheykh Al Mufeed P 72
2837 :5 Ol gezme
29 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 169 H 7
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?®s, regarding the Words of Allah?¥ the Exalted: They
are taking their Rabbis and their Monks as lords besides Allah [9:31], he®** said: ‘By Allah
azwj| Neither did they (people) pray Salat to them, nor Fast, but they obeyed them in
disobedience to Allah37%,’30
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From Abu Abdullah*"s regarding the Words of Allah-®*“i: They are taking their Rabbis and
their Monks as lords besides Allah [9:31]. He®Ys said: ‘By Allah?"il (The people) neither
prayed Salat to them nor did they Fast (for them). But, (the priests) permitted Prohibitions for
them, and they prohibited the Permissible upon them, so (the people) followed them
(priests).”3!
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From Abu Abdullah®%s, (the narrator) said, ‘I asked him?%s about the Words of Allah-22%:
They are taking their Rabbis and their Monks as lords besides Allah [9:31]. He ™" said: ‘But,
they did not take them as gods, except that they (priests) were permitting a Prohibition so
they were taking with it (as permissible), and they were prohibiting a Permissible so they were
taking with it (as prohibited). Thus they were (treated as) lords from besides Allah-32¥ ’32
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?®%s regarding His®" Words: They are taking their
Rabbis and their Monks as lords besides Allah, and (also) the Messiah son of Mariam (as a
Lord) [9:31] He s said: ‘And as for the Messiah™®, so some of them magnified him=s within
themselves until they claimed that he is a God, and he? is a son of Allah?*¥, And a group
from them said, ‘Third of the three.” And a group among them said, ‘He™ is Allah22%’
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‘And as for His®?¥ Words: their Rabbis and their Monks [9:31], so they (people) obeyed them
and took to their words, and followed them in whatever they ordered them for, and made it
a Religion what they called them to. Thus they took them (priests) as Lords, by their obedience
to them, and they made them leave the Command of Allah*¥, and His?*¥ Book, and His?*"
Rasool*®%, So they threw it behind their backs. And whatever the Rabbis and the Monks
ordered them with, they followed it and obeyed them, and disobeyed Allah-#", But rather,
this is Mentioned in our Book in order to learn from it. So Allah?? Admonished the Children
of Israel for what they were doing. Allah#*"i is Saying: and they were not Commanded except
for worshipping One God. There is no god except him. Glorious is He from what they are
associating [9:31].”33
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