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In the Name of Allah®®" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®"
Lord®*" of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad®*"" and his®®""
Purified Progeny®"*, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Chapter 1 — The coming of the Sufis to Abu Abdullah®"® and their
argumentations against him®"® regarding what the people are
being forbidden from it, from seeking of the livelihood
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‘Sufyan Al-Sowry came over to Abu Abdullah®"®, so he saw white clothes upon
him®*®, as if they were the albumin of the egg, so he said to him*"®, ‘This attire is
not from your®"* attires’. So he®*"* said: ‘Listen from me®"* attentively what 1°°*"* am
going to say to you, for it would be better for you now and in the future, that you
should die upon the Sunnah, and not die upon an innovation.
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1% hereby inform you that Rasool-Allah®**" was in an era which was desolate
(barren) and waterless. So when the world turns, so the most deserving of its
inhabitants with it are its righteous ones (but) not its immoral ones, and its Believers
not its hypocrites, and its Muslims not its Infidels. So what are you criticizing, O

Sowry, for by Allah®¥, 2% am with what you see. By Allah®®"l There has never
come upon me a morning nor an evening such that there is a right for Allah®" in
my®**"* wealth which He**" had Commanded me®"* to place it in a (particular) place,

except that 1" did place it'.
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He (the narrator) said (in the meantime), ‘So a group came over to him®"®, from the
ones who were manifesting the asceticism and calling the people that they should
come to be with them upon the likes which they were upon, from the austerities
(restrain). So they said to him®*"®, ‘Our companion was tongue-tied from your®"®
speech and could not present his arguments’. So he®*"* said: ‘So you give your
arguments’. So they said to him®"®, ‘Our argument is from the Book of Allah®**’. So
he®"* said to them: ‘So indicate it, for it is most rightful of what is to be followed and
acted by’.
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So they said, ‘Allah®" Blessed and High is Saying, Informing about a group of
companions of the Prophet®*"" [59:9] and they prefer (others) before themselves
though poverty may afflict them, and whoever is preserved from the
niggardliness of his soul, these are the ones who are the successful ones.
Thus, He*" Complimented their deeds and Said in another place [76:8] And they
give food out of love for Him to the poor and the orphan and the captive.
Therefore, we are content with this’. So a man from the gathering said, ‘1 am seeing
you all manifesting ascetism in you all being fed the good food, and along with that
you are instructing the people with the taking out from their wealth to the extent that
you all are enjoying from it’.
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So Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Leave from yourselves what you are no benefitting with.
Inform me®**"*, O you group! Is there anyone of you knowledgeable with the
Abrogating (Verses) of the Quran from its Abrogated ones, and its Decisive from its
Allegorical, those regarding the likes of which strayed the one who strayed, and
destroyed was the one who was destroyed, from this community?’ So they said to
him®*® ‘Of some of it. As for all of it (the Holy Verses), so no’.
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So he®™" said to them; ‘So from over here you are coming (to the reality). And
similar to that are the Ahadeeth of Rasool-Allah®®"". So as for what you have
mentioned from the News of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic, it is regarding us®"* in
His®" Book, about the people who can inform about these with goodness of their®"s
deeds. So it was neutral, allowed, and it was not Forbidden from, and their Rewards

from it is upon Allah®" Mighty and Majestic.

MAMJ‘_AIM d)b&\syuﬁj?@aﬂmu;jyo\JL.ASM\}XALLA&J)\A.})A\wmjd;AM\u\JJJ
Gl E5800 5 a5 i & 5 Gl Halall Adelal) atie 2eVlie ML\}MM\)LUUM)AM
\.&:P\}Shj\}chao).u:ék_m:JYj@.u:}g_ﬁMubt)ﬂ|écu}).\m.a\!

And that is that Allah®" Sanctified a matter with opposite to what they (people) had
been doing with, so His**" Commanded came to be Abrogating of their deeds. And
the Prohibition of Allah®" Blessed and High is a Mercy from it for the Believers, and
a Consideration that perhaps they may harm themselves and their families among
whom would be the weak, and the young, and the parents, and the dying old man,
and the aged woman, those who cannot be patient upon the hunger. So if 1%°"* were
to give my®"* bread in charity, and there was no bread other than it with me®"®, they
(family) would waste away and die of hunger.
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Thus, Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘Five dates, or five discs (of bread), or five Dinars or
Dirhams which the human being owns, and he wants to spend these, so the most
superior of what the human being can spend upon are his parents. Then secondly
upon himself and his family. Then thirdly upon his poor relatives. Then fourthly upon
his poor neighbours. Then fifthly in the Way of Allah®", and it is of the lowest
Recompense.
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Rasool-Allah®®"" said to the (one of the) ‘Ansar’ (the Helpers in Madina) when he
freed, at the time of his death, five or six of his slaves, and he did not own other than
them, and for him were young children: ‘Had you let me**"" know, 1°¥®*¥ would have
ordered you all not to bury him with the Muslims. He left young children to spread
their hands to the people?’
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Then he®"® said: ‘My**"® father®™®"* narrated to me®"*® that Rasool-Allah®®"" said:
‘Begin with the ones reliant (upon you), so the closest one, then the next closest
one’. Then this what the Book Speaks with is a rebuttal to your words, and Forbidden
from it being an Obligation from Allah®", the Mighty, the Wise. He**" Said [25:67]
And they who when they spend, are neither extravagant nor stingy, and
between that by stature (status).
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Are you not seeing that Allah®" Blessed and High Says other than what you all are
showing, calling the people towards it from the preferring of (others) over their own
selves, and Named the one who does what you are calling the people towards as
being extravagant? And in another Verse from the Book of Allah®**" He®" is Saying
[7:31] surely He does not Love the extravagant. So He®®" has Forbidden them
from the extravagance, and Forbidden them from the miserliness, but has
Commanded between the two matters, that one should not give away the entirety of
what is in his presence, then he supplicates to Allah®" that He®**" Grace him.
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So it would not be Answered to him due to the Hadeeth which has come from the

Prophet®®"" that: ‘A category (of people) from my**"' community, their supplication
would not be Answered to them — a man who supplicates against his parents; and a
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man who supplicates against a creditor who went away with his wealth and he had
no written agreement against him and did not have a witness upon him; and a man
who supplicates against his wife and Allah®" Mighty and Majestic has Made an
freeing of the way (divorce) to be in his hands;
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and a man who sits in his house and is saying, ‘Lord®"! Grant me sustenance’, and
he neither goes out nor seeks the livelihood. So Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is
Saying: “My** servant! Did 1°*Y not Make the way for you to the seeking and the
going around in the land with healthy limbs? So you have become paralysed in what
is between Me®*" and you with regards to the seeking in following My** Command,
and perhaps you would become a burden upon your family. So if 1**" so Desire to
1°2 would Grace you, and if 1°** so Desire to be Straiten upon you, and you would
be without an excuse in my Presence”.
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And a man whom Allah®" had Graced with abundant wealth, so he spends it (all),
then turns supplicating, ‘O Lord®"!l Grace me”. So Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is
Saying: “Did 1**" not Grace you extensive sustenance? So you were not moderate in
it as I**¥ had Commanded you, and why were you extravagant and 1°*¥ had
Forbidden you from the extravagance?” And a man who supplicates regarding a
cutting-off of a relationship.
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Then Allah®" Taught His®*" Prophet®*"" how he***" should spend, and that is once
he**"" had an Owgiya (unit of measurement) of gold, so he**"" disliked that it should
be with him**"" overnight. So he®**"" gave in charity with it. So in the morning there
was nothing with him**"", and there came a beggar asking him**"", but there did not
happen to be anything with him**"" what he**" could give him. So the beggar
accused him*®"" and he**""' was saddened that there did not happen to be anything
with him®®"" what he**"" could give him, as he®**"" was merciful, gentle.
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So Allah®" the Exalted Educated His®™" Prophet®"" with His*** Command, so
He®*" Said [17:29] And do not make your hand to be shackled to your neck nor
extend it to its limit, lest you should become blameworthy, destitute. He**" is
Saying that the people have asked you**"" and will not excuse you**"". So if you®*""
were to give away the entirety of what is with you®®*" from the wealth, you®*"" would
be regretful from the wealth (unable to help anymore).
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Thus, these are the Ahadeeth of Rasool-Allah®*"" ratifying the Book (Quran) and the
Book Ratifies its people from the Believers. And Abu Bakr said at the time of his
death when it was said to him, ‘Bequeath’. So he said, ‘| bequeath with the fifth, and
the fifth is a lot, for Allah®" the Exalted is Pleased with the fifth’. So he bequeathed
with the fifth, and Allah®" Mighty and Majestic had Made the third to be for him at
the time of his death, and had he known that the third is better for him, he would
have bequeathed with it.
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Then the ones you know of after him in their merits and their ascetism, Salman' and
Abu Zarr'®, may Allah®" be Pleased with both of them™. So as for Salman™
whenever he™ took his™ contribution, extracted from it a provision for his year unt|I
his contribution comes up the following year. So it was said to him®, ‘O servant of
Allah®"1 You™ in your™ ascetism are doing this, and you® do not know perhaps
you® would be dying today or tomorrow?’. So his™ answer was that he™ said: ‘What
is the matter with you that you are not hoping that 1*°* would remain, just as you are
fearing the death upon me™? Do you not know, O ignoramus, that the self becomes
lethargic (restless) upon its owner when there does not happen to be the
subsistence for it what he can depend upon. So when the subsistence is present, it
is tranquil (peace of mind)?’
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And as for Abu Zarr'®, so there used to be for him™ camels and sheep for milking
them, and he' used to slaughter from them whenever his" family desired the meat,
or if a guest were to lodge with him", or if he™ saw the people of the water who were
with him™ as destitute, he™ would sacrifice the camel for them or from the sheep
upon a measurement of what would remove the craving of the menat from them. So
he would distribute between them, and he™ himself would take one share from
them, not preferring himself upon them. And who is more ascetic that them
(Salman™ and Abu Zarr'®), and Rasool-Allah®*"" has said regarding them what
he**"" said? And it (news) has not reached from the affairs of them both™ that they™
came to be in a state of not owning anything. In no way it is as you are instructing
the people with, the throwing away of their belongings and their things and preferring
others by it upon their own selves, and their families.

7 out of 47




Alkafi Volume 5 www. hubeali.com

uhgga@(&}mm\gﬂ)md}u)u\((,)wn(,@_ﬁg )uu\u;wf@\wu;\)du@\ PAFYI
GoEe G Lall ¢ M\Pusum)uuum J\q@bmwﬁu\«\w}d\w@m;wwm
AR 58403 508 @ Gl L IR GATLR 8 ki 5 o))
And know, O you group! " heard my*"® father®*"* reporting from his®"®
forefathers®"* that Rasool-Allah®*"*" said one day: ‘I°*"* am not astounded (amazed)
from anything like 1°*" am astounded from the Believer. If his body is cut into pieces
in the house of the world with the scissors it would be good for him, and if he owns
whatever is between the east of the earth and its west, it would be good for him, and
everything what Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Does with him, so it is good for hin’
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So 1" am not aware, whether it has had any effect among you what 1°*"® have
commented to you today, or whether 1**"® should increase for you all. Do you not
know that Allah®" Mighty and Majestic has Obligated upon the Believers at first that
the man among them should fight against ten from the Polytheists?
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It was not for him that he should be turning his face away from them, and the one
who turned back on his heels in those days, so he has reserved his seat in the Fire.
Then He*" Changed for them about their situation out of Mercy from Him®**", so that
man from them came to be Obligated that he fights two men from the Polytheists,
being a Lightening from Allah®" Mighty and Majestic for the Believers. So the
(Command) of two men Abrogated the (Command of) the ten.
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And inform me®"* as well about the judges. Would they be unjust when they are
judging upon the man among you for payment of the expenses to his wife, if you
were to say, ‘Il am an ascetic. | am such that there is nothing for me’. If you were to
say they are inequitable, the people of Al-Islam would call you as unjust. And if you
were to say they have been just with you, you would be disputing against yourselves.
And where would you be able to refute a charity given by the one who gives it to the
poor at the time of his death, with more than a third?
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Inform me®*"®, if the people, all of them were to be like what you want them to be, as
ascetics, there would not be any need for them regarding the belongings for others,
so upon whom would they give charity with an expiation of the oaths, and the vows,
and the charities from the Obligatory Zakat from the gold, and the silver, and the
dates, and the raisins, and the rest of what is Obligated regarding it, the Zakat from
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the camels, and the cows, and the sheep, and other such when the matter was as
you are saying it to be.
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If the matter was as you are saying it to be, that it is not befitting for anyone that he
should withhold anything from the goods of the world except that he should send it
forward (for the Hereafter), even though he may become a destitute by it, so evil it is
what you are taking (the people) towards and carrying the people upon, due to your
ignorance of the Book of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic, and a Sunnah of His®"
Prophet®*"", and the Ahadeth which are ratified by the Revealed Book, and you are
rejecting these by your ignorance, and forsaking the consideratioin in the
strangeness of the Quran from the interpretation of the Abrogating (Verses) from the
Abrogated, and the Decisive and the Allegorical, and the Commands and the
Prohibitions.
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And inform me®*"°, where are you (saying) about Suleyman® Bin Dawood®, where
he® asked Allah®" for a kingdom which would not be befitting for anyone (else) from
after him®? So Allah®®", Majestic is His®*" Name, Granted him® that, and he® was
speaking the rightfulness and was acting by it. Then we do not find Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic Faulting him® over that, nor anyone from the Believers. And the
Prophet Dawood® before him® regarding his®* kingdom and the force of his®
authority.
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Then the Prophet Yusuf®® when he® said to the king of Egypt [12:55] Place me (in
authority) over the treasures of the land, | am a good keeper, knowing well. So,
from his® matter was that he® chose a kingdom of the king and what was around it
up to Al-Yemen. And they (people) used to get their provisions from him® due to
them being hit by the famine, and he® was speaking the truth and acting by it. So we
do not find anyone faulting that upon him®

4 Jans dg\d,mutsjtwtujuaﬂ\ww&,ummuwbj‘m\uhmm\muu)ss\ﬁ(u
dlédh(_s\.(: \A;\J;_aele.\

Then Zulgarnayn, a righteous one who loved Allah®", so Allah®" Loved him and
Rolled up his causes for him and Made him a king of the east of the earth and its
west, and he was speaking the truth and was acting by it. Then we do not find
anyone faulting that upon him.
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So educate yourselves, O group, by the Education of Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic
for the Believers, and moderate yourselves upon the Commands of Allah®*", and
His®" Prohibitions, and leave from yourselves what is doubtful upon you, from what
there is no knowledge for you of it, and refer the knowledge to its rightful ones, so
you would be Recompensed, and Excused in the Presence of Allah®" Blessed and
High.

qudsd)s}d;})r_An\dlaas}dﬁelﬂ\dz\})usd@\dsz\u\a@‘ﬁﬁ@\\}cajd@\weﬁm\
e e

And become the seekers of the knowledge of the Abrogating (Verses) of the Quran
from its Abrogated, and its Decisive from its Allegorical, and what Allah®*" has
Permitted regarding it from what is Prohibited. Thus, it would take you all closer to
Allah®" and remote from the ignorance. And leave the ignorance to its people, for
the people of the ignorance are many, and the people of the knowledge are a few.
And Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic has Said [12:74] and above every one
possessed of knowledge, is the All-knowing one’.

Chapter 2 — Meaning of the Ascetism

OB A 3 850 L 41 06 (Sl ade ) A1 e B8 Lo &L 0e SIS ce 4l G amlnd G lle
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"°, said, ‘I said to him®"®, ‘What is the
ascetism in the world?’ He®*"* said: ‘Woe be unto you! It's the Prohibitions, so keep
away from it (the Prohibitions)’.?

(emuﬂc)‘m\u—,y\duduemwdx,m\u;esg\we@g\ucmm@\wm\u;uM\wm
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘The ‘43 ascetism in the world is not by the goods, the
wealth, nor prohibiting oneself from the Permissibles, but ‘%3 the ascetism in the
word is that you should not become attached with what is in your hands than with
what is in the Presence of Allah®** Mighty and Majestic’.

L Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 1 H 1
2 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 2 H 1
3 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 2 H 2
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‘I heard Amir Al-Momineen saying: ‘%50 the ascetism in the world is the reduction
of hopes, and appreciating every Bounty, and the restrain from everything what
Allah® Mighty and Majestic has Prophibited’.*

AN e il Lty ol

Chapter 3 — The utilization of the world upon (attaining) the
Hereafter
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"*, from his®"* forefathers®"* having said:
‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘The best of the assistance upon the fear of Allah®**" comes
from the prosperity’.”

a‘u\d)&‘_g(e)wﬂ\‘ulc)w\m@\&é\.m&thu&ujmw\&Amwm\&ubm\woac
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Word of Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic [2:201] Our Lord! Grant us good in the world and good in the
Hereafter: ‘Pleasure of Allah®" and the Paradise in the Hereafter, and the livelihood
and the good morals in the world’.®

meeuul\us‘;a.d\w‘;sux:@s.\l\Amw(wz\_);\ucw\m‘;_s\uqm\uc_)\muaamu;éc
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(It has been narrated) raising it to Abu Abdullah®"®, said, ‘It was said to him
‘What was the matter the companions of Isa® were walking upon the water, and that
is not (to be found) among the companions of Muhammad®*""*?’ He*"* said: ‘The

* Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 2 H 3
® Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 1
® Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 2
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companions of Isa®* were with sufficient livelihood, and they (companions of Rasool-
Allah®®™¥) were Tried with the livelihood’.’

(e)ud\‘ulc)An\m‘jq\uculc‘ﬁ\mucgwwuluucdhaaw\ucAb_)wdg_mucub.‘.a\wam
M\}a}xd\c);\ﬂ‘_g}mw\}l_u.ﬁ\é@d\w\\}L.ndu

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Ask Allah®" for the ease
in the world and the health, and regarding the Hereafter, the Forgiveness and the
Paradise’.®

e\)@qwu_)k;l\&w&w;)ﬂmucau\mu.a\ucu.uucunwuam\ucu&a\wam
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®™"* saying: ‘There is no goodness in the one who does not
love amassing the wealth from Permissible (means), saving his face (dignity) by it,
and fulfilling his needs by it, and maintaining good relationships by it’.

4.;1;)&\mb\wduﬁwMWJ@@j\wHw\&ww)muggmwM\
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘Seek assistance with some of this upon this, and
do not become a burden upon the people’.*°

4\.\&:)A\J\A.\Q@\ucu_z\)x:u.a&cUQLQJLAJY\C));J\@\usan\mc@\u;m\uc)\duwwwéc
wu\‘;‘;&‘ﬁnL};:)J;J.A(d\‘jﬂlc&\‘;m)én\dju-)dudu(e)d\

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said:
‘Accursed is the one who throws his burden upon the people’.*!

ujzj\e,_adls(e)\.u]\‘ulc)a.u\m‘f\uc@)hd\m}w@)iuc@mwubmucu\ucm\ur_tus:
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" Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 3
8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 4
° Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3H 5
10 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 6
M Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 7
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The best of the assistance
upon the Hereafter, is the world’.*?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The best of the assistance
upon the Hereafter, is the world’.™®
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‘A man said to Abu Abdullah®"*, ‘By Allah®"! We tend to seek the world and we love
to achieve it'. So he®"* said: ‘What is that which you love to do with it?’ He said,
‘Improve by it upon myself, and upon my family, and matain relationships with it, and
give in charity with it, and perform Hajj and Umrah’. So he®"*® said: ‘This is not
seeking the world. This is seeking the Hereafter.**

543;;61125\@5@3;;;‘;;(emu_a;)‘m\my\dudumjﬂuwmwm\ugu&\wm
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‘Abu Abdullah®"® said: ‘Prosperity which withholds you from the injustice is better
than poverty carrying you upon the sins’.*®

4\751;:)A\J\A.u:@\uc\_ul;.a\wcdcucul_mu.a‘m\mcusu_umw\ur_A\_\deg_uus:\_u\;.a\wcm:

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* havings aid: ‘Rasool-Allah®®"" said:
‘Spending of the morning or the evening of the Believer upon bereavement is better

12 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 8
13 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 9
14 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 10
5 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 11
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for him than his spending a morning or an evening upon war. So we®*"*

_ seek Refuge
with Allah®" from the war’.*®
(41‘}4.:&:AKJ\GLa)An\d}deLdestg)\;.d\‘sa\&u\&m\m@\wm\&m&a\wam

hsaww

‘Rasool-Alla said: ‘(Our Lord®™"1) Bless for us in the bread and do not Separate
between us and it, for were it not for the bread, neither would we (be able to) Pray,
nor would we (be able to) Fast, nor would we (be able to) fulfil the Obligations of our
LOI’daZWJ’.]]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®**® having said: ‘The best of the assistance is
the world, upon the seeking of the Hereafter’.'®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘The best of the assistance
is the world, upon (seeking) the Herefater’.*
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Chapter 4 — What is Obligated from the emulating the Imams
regarding the vulnerability of the livelihood
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®" having said: ‘Muhammad Bin Al-
Munkadir was saying, ‘I did not view that Ali*"® Bin Al-Husayn®"® would leave

% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 12
Y Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 13
18 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 14
19 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 3 H 15
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behind someone better than him®"“* until | saw his®"* son®"“* Muhammad®"“* Bin

Ali**", So | intended to advise him*"*, but he®"* advised me instead’. So his
companions said to him, ‘With which thing did he®"* advise you?’

‘:SJA}A}MLJJ\_})\;)U\SJQJ;wM)my\@gﬂac)b@u‘samM\G;\}iuaué\g_\;);d\a
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He said, ‘| went out to one of the areas of Al-Medina in a time of heat, so | met Abu
Ja'far Muhammad®"*® Bin Ali**"®, and he®*"* was a man of a hefty body, and he®*"®
was leaning upon two black slaves, or two friends. So | said to myself, ‘Glory be to
Allah®"1 A Sheykh from the Sheykhs of Qureysh, in this time, upon this state, in
seeking the world. | shall advise him®**"*’
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So | approached him®*"® and greeted him®*"®. So he®"* returned the greeting with a
rebuke. So | said, ‘May Allah®" Keep you®**® well! A Sheykh from the Sheykhs of
Qureysh in this time, upon this state, in seeking the world. What is your®*"* view if
your death were to come and you®"* were upon this state, what would you®*"* do?’
So he®" said: ‘If the death comes to me®"* and 1°*"* upon this state, it would come
to me®*"* while 1°°*"* was in the obedience from Allah®" Mighty and Majestic. [*"®
would restrain by it myself*"®, and my*** family from you and from the people. But
rather, 1*"® was fearing if the death were to come to me®"®, and 1*"* was upon
disobedience from Allah®".

. oihae 5 allaef A G35 AN Slaa ) Edila Sl
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So | said, ‘You®"s speak the truth, may Allah®*" have Mercy on you®"®. | intended to
advise you®"s, but you®™"* have advised me instead’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"*

used to strike with the shovel and extract the lands (digging), and Rasool-Allah®""
used to such the dates with his®®"" mouth, and he®**"" plant it (seed), so it would
sprout within an hour; and that Amir Al-Momineen®"* freed one thousand owned
slaves from his®"® own wealth, and the toil of his®*"* own hands’.#

20 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 1
2L Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 2
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‘I came across Abu Abdullah in one of the streets of Al-Medina during a scorching
day of intense heat. So | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®™"*! Your®™®"* have a
(prominent) status with Allah®" Mighty and Majestic and nearness to Rasool-
Allah®®™ and you®"* are striving for yourself®*" in a day like this?’ So he®**"* said:
‘O Abdul A’ala! 1**"® have come out regarding seeking the livelihood in order to be
needless from the likes of you’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* that Amir Al-Momineen®"* freed a
thousand owned slaves from the toil of his®*** own hands’.?®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* that Amir Al-Momineen®"* said:
‘Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Revealed unto Dawood®: “You® would be the best of
the servants had it not been your®® consuming from the public treasury and not doing
any work with your® own hands’.
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He™"* said: ‘So Dawood® wept for forty mornings. So Allah®" Mighty and Majestic
Revealed unto the iron: “Soften yourself for MyaZWJ servant!” Thus, Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic Softened the iron for him®, and he® used to make an armour every day
and he® would sell it for a thousand Dirhams. So he® made three hundred and sixty
armours and sold them for three hundred and sixty thousand, and became needless
of the public treasury’.?*

22 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 3
2 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 4
24 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 5
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®**"® having said: ‘A man came across Amir Al-
Momineen®"* and under him®"* was a pile of date stones. So he said to him®*",
‘What is this underneath you®*"°, O Abu Al-Hassan®"*?" So he*"* said: ‘One
hundred thousand clusters (of dates) Allah®" Willing’. He**"* (Abu Abdullah®"®)
said: ‘He®"* planted them, so not a single stone from it failed to sprout’.”
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"®, from his®"® father®®"* that Rasool-
Allah®®" placed a rock upon the path to divert the water, from his***" land, so by
Allah®" neither has a camel nor a human being has moved it until this time’. 2
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‘I went over to Abu Abdullah®"®, so he®*"* asked about Umar Bin Muslim, what he
does. So | said, ‘A righteous man but, he neglects the business. So Abu Abdullah®"*
said: ‘The work of Satan', (saying it) three times. ‘Does he not know that Rasool-
Allah®" bought a caravan of camels which came from Syria, so he®®"" saved in it
what paid off his®**"" debts, and distributed among his**"" relatives?
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Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is Saying [24:37] Men whom neither merchandise
nor selling diverts from the Remembrance of Allah — up to the end of the Verse.
The story-tellers are saying these are the people who did not become merchants.
They are lying. But, they did not becoming fulfillers of the Prayer during its
(prescribed) timings, and it is superior than the one who attends the Prayer and does
not trade’.*’

% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 6
% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 7
27 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 8
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said that Amir Al-Momineen
went out and with him*" was a load of date stones. So it was said to him®"*, ‘O
Abu Al-Hassan®"*! What is this with you®"*?" So he®"* said: ‘Palm trees, Allah®"
Willing’. So he®"* planted them, and not a single one of them failed to sprout’.?®
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‘(The narrator says) | saw Abu Al-Hassan®"*® working in a land of his®*"°, His*"* feet

were drenched in the sweat, so | said to him®"®, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*!
Where are the men (workers)?’ So he®"* said: ‘O Alil There have worked by their
hands in their land, the ones who were better than 1" and my®*"* father®*"*". So |
said to him*"*, ‘Who are they?’ So he®"* said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" and Amir Al-
Momineen®"*, and my®*"* forefathers®"°, all of them®"* had worked by their®*"®
hands, and it is from the deeds of the Prophets®, and the Mursil Prophets®, and the
successors®, and the righteous ones’.?
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‘I went over to Abu Abdullah®"®, and he®"* was by a wall of his®*"® and in his
hand was a spade, and he®*"* was opening the water (way) with it, and upon him
was a shirt of cotton threads, as if it was stitched upon him®"® due to its tightness.*
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* gave my father one thousand and seven hundred Dinars, so he*"*

said to him: ‘Trade with these’. Then he®™"* said: ‘There is no real interest for me
in its profits, although the profits are desireable in it, but 12" it that Allah®" Majestic
and Mighty Sees me®"* working for its benefits’.

asws

2 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 9
29 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 10
%0 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 11
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So | made a gain of one hundred Dinars for him in it. Then |
met up with him®*"*, so | said to him®*"®, ‘I have made a gain for you in it, of one
hundred Dinars’. So Abu Abdullah®™"® was happy with that with an intense
happiness, and he®*"* said to me: ‘Corroborate it in the capital of my**"* wealth’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So my father dies and the wealth was with him. So Abu
Abdullah®"® sent a message to me, writing: ‘May Allah®" Grant us®" and you good
health. There is for me®"* with your father Muhammad, one thousand and eight
hundred Dinars, 1" had given him to trade with. So hand it over to Umar Bin
Yazeed'.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So | looked in the book of my father, so there was in it for Abu
Musa®"®, with me, a thousand and seven hundred Dinars, and | had profited for
him®"* in it by one hundred Dinars which Abdullah Bin Sinan and Umar Bin Yazeed
both knew of it’.3*
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‘I saw Abu Abdullah®"°, and in his®**** hand was a shovel, and upon him®"®

coarse trouser, working in a wall of his®*"®, and the sweat was running from his
back. So | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*! Give it to me, | shall suffice for
you®™"™. So he*"* said to me: ‘1°°"® love it that the man should be hurt by the heat of

the sun in seeking the livelihood’.*?

was a
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‘A man came over to Abu Abdullah®"®, so he said, ‘1 am not good at doing manual
work with my hands, and | am not good at trading, and | am deprived, needy’. So

3L Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 12
32 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 13
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he®*"® said: ‘Work, so carry upon your head, and be needless from the people, for
Rasool-Allah®®"" had carried rocks upon his**"" shoulders, and he®®"" placed then in
a wall from the walls of his**"", and the rock is (still) in its place, and it is not known
how much its depth is, except that it is there (by a miracle)’.*®
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"® saying: ‘I**"° tend to work in a site of mine®"* until 12°"*

sweat, altthough there are for me®*"* ones who can suffice for me®"*
Allah®" to Know that 12°"* seek the Permissible livelihood’.**

, in order for
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* handed over seven hundred Dinars to me and said, ‘O Uzafir!
Spend it in something, but upon that is not greed for me®"*, but 1**" love it that
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic would See me®"* striving for its benefits’.
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Uzafir said, ‘So | made a gain in it of one hundred Dinars, so | said to him®*"* during
the ‘<Ll circumambulation, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"s! Allah®" Mighty and
Majestic has Graced one hundred Dinars in it'’. So he®"* said: ‘Corroborate (include)
it in the capital of my** wealth’.*®
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Chapter 5 — The urging upon seeking and the embarking for the
livelihood
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3 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 14
3 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 15
% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 4 H 16
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®*"®, ‘A man said, ‘I shall sit in my house, and | shall Pray and |
shall Fast and worship my Lord®". So as for my livelihood, so it shall come to me
(anyway)'. So Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘This is one of the three who do not get their
supplications Answered for them’.%°
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Do you view that if a man were to enter his house and lock

his door, anything would drop upon him from the sky?"*’
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‘We were seated in the presence of Abu Abdullah®"® when Al-A’ala Bin Kamil came
over, so he sat in front of Abu Abdullah®"*, and said, ‘Supplicate to Allah®" that
He®*" should Grace me prosperity’. So he®"* said: ‘[*"* will not suppllcate for you.
Seek, just as Allah®" Mighty and Majestic has Commanded for’.®
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* asked about a man and | was in his®**** presence, so it was said to

him®"*, ‘The needfulness (poverty) has hit him’. He*"* said: ‘So what did he do
today?’ It was said, ‘In the house worshipping his Lord®*"". He*"* said: ‘So from
where is his livelihood?’ It was said, ‘From one of his brothers’. So Abu Abdullah®"*
said: ‘By Allah®"! For the one who provides his livelihood is a superior worshiper
than him’.%
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% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 1
37 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 2
3 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 3
39 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 4
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®**"® having said: ‘The one who seeks the
livelihood in the world would be needless from the people, and would expand
(sustenance) upon his family, and be helpful upon his neighbours, and would meet
Allah®" on the Day of Judgement and his face would be like the moon on the night
of the full moon’.
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(It has been narrated) raising it to Abu Ja’far®*"® having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said:
‘The worship has seventy parts, the most superior of it being seeking the
livelihood’.**
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘O Hisham! Even if you were to see the two swords having
met (in battle), so do not leave seeking the livelihood during that day’.*?
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‘Abu Abdullah®™"* said: ‘Convey the greetings to the ones from your companions
which you meet, and say to them that so and so, son of so and so is conveying the
greetings to you and is saying to them, ‘Upon you is with fearing of Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic and what can be achieved by it what is with Allah®". 12" by Allah®®",
am not ordering you except with what we®"* order our own selves with. So, upon
you is the striving and the struggling. And whenever you have Prayed the morning
(prayer) you disperse. Therefore, rise early regarding seeking the livelihood, and
seek the Permissible for Allah®" Mighty and Majestic would be Sustaining you and
Assisting over it’.*?
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0 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 5
“L Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 6
2 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 7
*3 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 8
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‘Abu Abdullah®"*® said to me: ‘Even if you think, or it reaches you, that this matter
(Rising of Al-Qaim®"®) would be occurring the next morning, so do not leave seeking
of the livelihood, and even if you have the ability to do both, so (still) do it (seek
livelihood).**
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"® saying: ‘Is one of you frustrated that he becomes like the

ant, for the ant drags (sustenance) to its hole (anthill)?’.°

&“—'Ell\éis;\md\wliusmbudm\us@fuaﬂ‘—ww&o}wa‘wa@‘wwwd@u
ulb&cﬁ\‘ﬂ\.cw‘;ubut;)f\écuU\&&d)J\(_géLbj)cw\&A\((a)u.d\é\.\lc )A.U\A.\.G@y

‘| said to Abu Abullah®", ‘Supplicate to Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic for me
regarding the livelihood for my affairs have worsened upon me’. So he®*"* answered
quickly: ‘Go out and seek’.*®
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Chapter 6 — The attempt regarding seeking of the livelihood
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"®, ‘Which thing is upon the man regarding seeking of the
livelihood?’ So he®"* said: ‘If you open your door (of shop) and spread out (neatly)
your merchandise, so you have fulfilled what is upon you’.*’
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* Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 9
5 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 10
8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 11
4" Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 6 H 1
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‘Abu Ja’far®®"® said: ‘Which thing do you deal in, which thing do you make?’ So |
said, ‘l am not involved in anything’. He®"* said: ‘Take a house (shop), and sweep its
yard and sprinkle water over it, and spread out your merchandise therein. So when
you do that, you would have fulfilled what is Obligated upon you’.

) 48

He (the narrator) said, ‘| went ahead and did it, so | (achieved) livelihood’.
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Chapter 7 — The Summary regarding the seeking (of livelihood)
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®®"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®®"" said during
the Farewell Hajj: ‘Indeed! The Trustworty Spirit (Jibraeel®®) has Inspired into my**""
heart that not a sould would be dying until its livelihood is completed. Therefore, fear
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic and better yourselves in the seeking, and do not let
anything from the livelihood carry you upon seeking with something by disobedience
of Allah®", for Allah®*" Blessed and High Distributes the Permissible sustenances
between His®*" creatures and does not Distribute in a Prohibited means.
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So the one who fears Allah®" Mighty and Majestic and is paitent, Allah®" Gives him
his sustenance from Permissible means; and the one who tears down the veil and is
hasty, so he ends up taking from other than His®*" Permissible means, there would
be a reduction with him from his Permissible sustenance, and it would be Reckoned
against him on the Day of Jugement’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"* having said: ‘There is none from a soul
except that Allah®" Mighty and Majestic has Necessitated for it it's Permissible

8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 6 H 2
9 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 1
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sustenance, given to him during its good health, and Presented to it the Prohibited
from another aspect. So if it were to take anything from the Prohibited, there would
be a reduction in it if from the Permissible which Allah®" has Necessitated for it; and
in the Presence of Allah®" besides these two, there is abundance Grace, and there
are the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: “And they are asking Allah®*" from
His®" Grace™.°
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(It has been narrated) from one of the two (5" or 6™ Imam®"*) having said: ‘Rasool-
Allah®®" said: ‘O you people! The Holy Spirit has inspired into me®**"*" that a soul
would never die unless its sustenance is consumed, and even if it is delayed with.
Therefore, fear Allah®" Mighty and Majestic and better yourselves in the seeking,
and do not let anything carry you away from what is in the Presence of Allah®"
Mighty and Majestic that you should be indulging in the disobedience of Allah®", for
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic, whatever is in His®*" Presence cannot be achieved
except by the obedience’.”*
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‘Abu Abdullah®"® said: ‘Even if the servant is inside a rock, Allah®" would Bring him
his sustenance, so better yourselves in the seeking’.>?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Allah®" Mighty and
Majestic Created the creatures and Created their sustenances along with them,
Permissible, good. So the one who attains anything from it by a Prohibited means,
there would be a reduction from that Permissible (sustenance)’.>®
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%0 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 2
*L Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 3
2 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 4
3 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 5
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asws

‘Amir Al-Momineen said: ‘How many exhaust themselves, it (livelihood) is scarce
over him, and (how many) are moderate in the seeking who are assisted by the
destinies’.>*
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‘The expensive prices (inflation) was mentioned in the presence of Ali**"® Bin Al-
Husayn®"®, so he™" said: ‘So what is upon me®"* from its expensiveness. If it is
expensive so it is upon Him®", and if it is cheap so it is upon Him®" >
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Let your seeking of the
livelihood be above the earning of the squanderer and below the seeking of the
greedy one the one pleased with his world and reliant upon it, but descend yourself
from that to be at the status of the equitable ones, the conservative. Raise yourself
from the status of the neglectful, the weak, and earn what is inevitable from it. Those
who are Granted the wealth, then are not grateful, there is no wealth for them’.>®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®" having said: ‘What Amir Al-
Momineen®"* frequently used to say was: ‘Know with a knowledge of certainty that
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic did not Make for the servant, even if his striving was
intense and his means were great and his planning was a lot, that he should preceed
what is Named for him in the Wise Remembrance, and did not Loosen from the
servant in his weakness and the scarcity of his planning that he should reach what is
Named for him in the Wise Remembrance.
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> Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 6
5 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 7
% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 8
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O you people! It (livelihood) will not increase a person with a fraction due to his
cleverness and would not reduce a person a fraction due to his stupidity. So the one
who knows this and works by it would be the greatest of the people in rest with
regards to his profits, and the one who knows this and is a neglector of it would be
the busiest of the people in his losses; and sometimes he would be allured towards it
with the goodness to it, and sometimes he would be deceived among the people,
dealing for it.
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So be (persistant) with your striving, O you striver, and reduce from your haste and
become aware from your oblivion (forgetfulness), and ponder regarding what has
come from Allah®" Mighty and Majestic upon the tongue of His**" Prophet®**"", and
preserve these seven letter, for these are from the words of the People®"* of the
Proofs, and from the Resoved issues of Allah®" in the Wise Remembrance (Holy
Quran).
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It is not for anyone that he should meet Allah®" Mighty and Majestic with a
characteristic from these characterists — Association (Shirk) with Allah®" in whatever
Allah®" has Necessitated upon him, or healing an anger destroying himself, or
accepting with a matter which others have done, or perform for the people by
manifesting an innovation in his Religion, or be joyful if the people were to praise him
with what he has not done, and the swaggering of the tyrants, or the ones with the
pomp and the pride.

*A(,Sh\j‘m\l_\h;u)l;j

O you people! The predators, their incination is towards the aggression; and the
beasts, their inclination is towards their bellies; and the women, their inclination is
towards the men; and the Believers, they are cautious, fearful, afraid. May Allah®"
Make us®"* and you all, to be from them’.>’
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"® saying that Allah®*" the Exalted has Expanded in the
sustenances of the stupid ones in order for the intellectuals to learn a lesson, and

" Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 9
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they would know that the world and whatever is in it, cannot be achieved by actions

nor means’.>®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"® having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘O you
people! I¥*™ have not left out anything which would take you all closer to the
Paradise and distance you all from the Fires, except that 1°®"¥ have informed you
with it. Indeed! The Holy Spirit has inspired into my***" heart and informed me®*""
that there would not die a soul until it completes (consuming) its sustenance.
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Therefore, fear Allah®" Mighty and Majestic and better yourselves in the seeking
and do not let anything from the sustenance carry you upon the disobedience of
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic, for whatever is in the Presence of Allah®", Majestic is
His®" Mention, cannot be achieved except by being obedient to Him32 59
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Chapter 8 — The livelihood from where one did not reckon
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Allah®*" has Refused
except that He*" would Make the livelihoods of the Believers from where they did
not reckon’.?
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘Become such that you are hoping from there
where there is no hope for you to what will (come your way), for Musa® went to
attain fire for his family, so he® returned to them and he® was a Mursil Prophet®.®*

8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 10
9 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 11
0 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 8 H 1

28 out of 47




Alkafi Volume 5 www. hubeali.com

Au\m‘s_‘\ (:um\u.i‘m\.l.\cuca)SAuAQGJLuLﬂ\Jmu;écuc&d\mcu;\wm‘ucu@a\wam
Slia A5 525 Y W& (D) e ) (a3l el 08 08 (2Dl Lagtle ) 532 (e 4l (8 (oSl e )
“—‘=)AJ)M)AL‘-‘-‘¢AJJJ=})‘w‘m‘)bdwwmcﬁ(e)d“ﬂﬁ)u‘fﬁwwﬁu\ﬁ,«;ﬁw

uM)A‘Pﬁuﬁ)ﬂﬂ‘u}ﬁmuﬁﬁbwmﬁ;(eﬁd‘%)u‘—uhcﬂmhum‘ﬁ‘

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"®, from his®**"® father®"®, from his®"®
grandfather®*"* having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘Become such that you are
hoping from there where there is no expectation for, from you to what you were
expecting, for Musa®® Bin Imran® went out to attain fire for his®® family, so Allah®"
Mighty and Majestic Spoke to him®®, and he® returned as a Mursil Prophetas and the
gueen of Sheba went out, so she (converted to Islam) with Suleyman®; and the
magicians of PharaohIa went out seeking the honour for Pharaoh'®, but they returned
as Believers’.?
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"® saying that Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Made the
sustenances of the believers from where they are not reckoning, and in the case of a
servant, when he does not know the direction of his sustenance, would supplicate
frequently for it’.%®
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said to me: ‘What does Umar Bin Muslim do?’ | said, ‘May | be
sacrificed for you®™"*! He has diverted towards the worship and neglects the
business’. So he®"* said: ‘Woe be unto him! The neglector of the seeking does not
get his supplications Answered for him.
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A group from the companions of Rasool-Allah®®"", when (the Verse) [65:2] and
whoever is fearful of Allah, He will make for him an outlet [65:3] And He
provides for him from (sources) he does not reckon, was Revealed, they locked
their doors and diverted themselves towards the worship, and they were saying,
‘Allah®" would Suffice for us’.

1 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 8 H 2
62 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 8 H 3
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So that reached the Prophet®"", so he®**"" sent for them. He®*"" said: ‘What made
you carry upon what you are doing?’ They said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®®""1 You**""
guaranteed our livelihood for us, so we diverted ourselves towards the worship’. So
he®*"" said: ‘The one who does that, (his supplications) would not be Answered for
him. It is upon you with the seeking (of the livelihood).®*
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Chapter 9 — Abhorrence of the sleep and the leisure
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Frequency of the sleeping
(lead to) departure of the Religion and the world’.®®
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‘I heard Abu Al-Hassan Musa®"® saying: ‘Allah®" Majestic and Mighty Hates the
sleeping and the leisurely servant’.®®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®" having said: ‘Allah®" Mighty and
Majestic Hates the abundance of the sleep and the abundance of the leisure time’.®’
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Chapter 10 — Abhorrence of the laziness
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Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 8 H 5
8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 9 H 1
% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 9 H 2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The enemy of the action,
is the laziness’.®®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Musa®"*® having said: ‘My***"* father®*"®
said to one of his®"* children: ‘Beware of the laziness and the boredome, for these
two would prevent you from your share of the world and the Hereafter’.?®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘The one who is too lazy
from his cleanliness and his Praying, so there is no goodness in him for the matter of
the Hereafter, and the one who is too lazy from correcting the matters of his
livelihood, so there is no goodness in him from the matters of the world’.”®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®™"* having said: ‘I**"* am hateful towards the

man, or hateful for the man who becomes lazy from the matters of his world; and the
one who is too lazy about the matters of his world, so he would be lazy about the
matters of his Hereafter.”*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Musa®"® having said: ‘Beware of the
laziness and the boredom, for if you are lazy you will not work, and if you are bored
you would not be Given the Truth’.”?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Do not seek assistance
from the lazy ones, nor should you be consulting an incapable one’.”®
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‘| heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘Keep away from day dreaming for it would remove
the gladness with what you had been thinking of, and you would be belittling by it the
Gifts of Allah®" the Exalted which are in your presence, and the regret would puruse
you, and by it would cause concern to yourselves’.”
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‘Amir Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘When things get paired, the pairing of the laziness and

the frustration, so the result which is manifested by these two, is the poverty’.”
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‘Abu Abdullah®™"* wrote to a man from his®*"* companions: ‘After this, so do not

argue with the scholars nor debate with the fools, for the scholars would hate you
and the fools would (verbally) abuse you; and do not be lazy about your livelihood for
you would become a burden upon others’, or said: ‘Upon your family’.”®

2 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 10 H 5
3 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 10 H 6
" Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 10 H 7
S Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 10 H 8
8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 10 H 9
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Chapter 11 — The man working in his home (Housework)
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen
used to ignite the fire and draw the water and sweep, and Syed Fatima®"® used to
grind and knead and bake’.”’
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‘Abu Abdullah®** said: ‘Rasool-Allah®®"" used to milk the goats of his***" family’.”®
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Chapter 12 — Correcting the wealth and managing the livelihood
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘It is in the wisdom of the
progeny of Dawood®: ‘It is befitting for the intellectual Believer that he does not see
the transitory except regarding three (matters) — Restoration of his livelihood, or
provision for his Hereafter, or a pleasure in other than with Prohibitions.
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And it is befitting for the intellectual Muslim that there happens to be for him a time
dedicated to his affairs in what is between him and Allah®" Mighty and Majestic, and
a time (dedicated to) meeting his brethren whom he advises them and they advise
him regarding the matters of the Hereafter, and a time (dedicated) to be alone to
himself, and its pleasures in other than the Prohibitions, for these are an aid upon
those two times (the first two)’.”

" Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 11 H 1
8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 11 H 2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The perfection, every
perfection is in three (matters)’, and he®*"* mentioned regarding the third, being the
management of the livelihood’. 80
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Correction of the wealth is
from the faith’.3
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‘I saw Abu Abdullah®"® weighing dates with his®**"® hand. So | said, ‘May | be
sacrificed for you®"®! If you®*"® could have ordered one of your®*"* sons, or one of
your slaves, so they would have sufficed for you®*">. So he®*"* said: ‘O Dawood! It is
not correct for the Muslim person except three — the pondering in the Religion, and
the patience upon the calamities, and improving the management regarding the
livelihood’.%
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Whenever Allah®"
Intends goodness with a family, He®*"® Sustains them with leniency in the
livelihood’.2®
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8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 12 H 2
8L Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 12 H 3
8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 12 H 4
8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 12 H 5
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘It is upon you with the correction of the wealth, for therein is
a stimulant for the benevolent and a self-sufficiency from the wicked ones’.?*
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Chapter 13 — One who toils for his family
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®*"* having said: ‘The toiler upon his family
is like the combatant in the Way of Allah®"” 8
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®"* having said: ‘The one who
seeks from the Grace of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic what his family would suffice
with would be with a greater Recompense than the combatant in the Way of Allah®*"
Mighty and Majestic’.
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘If the man was insolvent
(in debt), so he works with whatever he have provided for himself and his family but
does not seek the Prohibited, so he is like the combatant in the Way of Allah®*" %’
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Chapter 14 — Earning the Permissible
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8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 12 H 6
8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 13 H 1
8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 13 H 2
87 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 13 H 3
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‘| said to Abu Al-Hassan May | be sacrificed for you®"*! Supplicato to Allah®*"!
Mighty and Majestic that He®™ should Grace me the Permissible sustenance’. So
he®*"* said: ‘Do you know what is the Permissible (sustenance)?’ So | said, ‘May | be
sacrificed for you®*"*! As for which is with of the goodly earnings’. So he*"* said:
‘Ali*>"® Bin Al-Husayn®"* was saylng ‘The Permissible livelihood is the food of the
‘Chosen Ones’ (only the Prophets® and the Imams®), but say, ‘I ask You®" from the
extensive sustenance’.®®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan®™"® the 2™ having said: ‘Abu Ja'far®"s
looked at a man and he was saying, ‘O Allah®"! | ask You®" of the Permissible
sustenance’. So Abu Ja'far®"® said: ‘You ask for the food of the Prophets®. Say, ‘O
Allah®"! | ask You®" for extensive goodly sustenance from Your®*" sustenances’.®°
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Chapter 15 — Saving the foodstuff
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‘| heard Al-Reza®*"* saying: ‘The human being, when he saves the foodstuff for his
(whole) year (expenditure), his back is lightened and he would be at rest, and Abu
Ja'far®"® and Abu Abdullah®"* were not buying their ties (of marriage) until they®*"*

had saved foodstuffs for their®"® year’.*°
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8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 14 H 1
8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 14 H 2
% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 15 H 1
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan®"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said:
‘The soul, when it saves its foodstuff, is settled’.”
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®®"® having said: ‘Salman® said, ‘The soul
tends to disturb its owner when there does not happen to be the livelihood for it what
can be relied upon. So when its livelihood is kept aside, it feels secure’.®?
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Chapter 16 — Abhorrence of the man hiring out himself
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘The one who hires out himself, so he has banned
the sustenance upon himself'.
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And in another report, (He*"* said): ‘And how can he not have banned it and
whatever he acquires in it, so it is his Lord®*" Who has Recompensed him’.%
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al Hassan®"* having said: ‘| asked him®*"* about the
hiring out, so he®*" said: ‘Correct, there is no problem with it when it is in
accordance to his strength. Musa® had hired out himself®*® and it was stipulated, so
he® said: ‘If you (Shuayb® so desire eight (years), and if you® so desire ten (years)'.
So Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Revealed regarding it T28:27] you should serve
me for eight years; but if you complete ten, it will be of your own free will’.>
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®*"®, ‘The man does business, so if he hires out himself, has to
give whatever he acquires in his business? So he®"* said: ‘He should not hire
himself out, but Allah®" Mighty and Majestic would Sustain him, and he should do
business, for when he hires out himself, he bans the livelihood upon himself’.%
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Chapter 17 — Directing the things by oneself
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"*® having said: ‘Undertake the greater of
your affairs by yourself and allocate what is easier to others’. | said, ‘Which kind of
thing?’ He®"* said: ‘Deal where you buy real estate and what resembles it’.%
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said to me: ‘Do not become roamers in the markets, nor pursue
the minute things by yourself, for it is no befitting for the Muslim man with esteem
and the Religion that he buys the minute things by himself, except for three things
which are befitting for the one with Religion and he esteem that he should puruse by
himself — the real estate, and the slaves, and the camels’.®’
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Chapter 18 — Buying real estate and selling it
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‘I heard Abu Al-Hassan®"* saying: ‘A man came over to Ja'far®*"® as if he was a

counsellor of his®"®, so he said to him®*"*, ‘O Abu Abdullah®"*! How did you come to

% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 16 H 3
% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 17 H 1
9 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 17 H 2
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be taking the wealth in pieces of land dispersed? And had they been in one place, it
would have been easier for you®"* to maintain these and been with greater profits’.
So Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘I**"® took these as apart, so if something were to hit this,
this (other) property would be safe, and a bundle tends to gather all of this’.%®
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‘| heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘There is nothing which the man leaves behind
which is more difficult upon him than the silent wealth (gold and silver), how he
should deal with it. Make it to be in the wall, meaning (bury it) in the garden, or the
house?'?*
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(Imam) ‘Ja’far called me, so he said: ‘Did so and so sell his land?’ So | said,
‘Yes'. He®™"® said: ‘It is Written in the Torah that the one who sells a land, or water,
and does not place (the proceeds of) it in a land or water, its value would go away
with an annihilation’.*®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘The buyer of the real
estate receives sustenance, and the seller of it is annihilated’.***
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‘Abu Abdullah®"*® said to Musadif, a slave of his®"*: ‘Take real estate or a place
(house etc.), for the man, when there descends unto him an affliction or the difficulty,

% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 18 H 1
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so he remembers that behind his back is what his family can stand upon, he would

be more generous with himself’.*%?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ibrahim (7" Imam
real estate is annihilated unless if it is made to be in a real estate similar to it'.

&%) having said: ‘The 1%gice of
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘When the Prophet®*""
entered Al-Medina, he®*"" drew a line by his®®"" leg, then said: ‘O Allah®"! The one
who sells its four corners, so do not Bless it for him’.1%*
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"®, ‘There is a land of mine which is sought from me and they
(buyers) are coveting it’. So he®*"* said to me: ‘O Abu Sayyar! Do you not know that
the one who sells the water and the clay, his wealth goes away as dust?’ | said, ‘May
| be sacrificed for you®"®! | can sell it for a lot of money and buy what is of a more
expansive area from what | sell’. He®*"* said: ‘So there is no problem’.*%
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Chapter 19 — The Debts
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192 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 18 H 5
103 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 18 H 6
104 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 18 H 7
195 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 18 H 8
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®" having said: ‘Seek Refuge with Allah®"
from overwhelming by the debts and the overwhelming of the men and ruination of
the widow’.1%®
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‘Abu Al-Hassan®*"* said to me: ‘The one who seeks this sustenance from its
Permissible means in order to assist by it upon himself and his family would be like
the combatant in the Way of Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic.
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So if he is overwhelmed upon (by poverty), so let him borrow upon Allah®" and
upon His®" Rasool*®™" what he can provide with for his family. So if he were to die
and he has not paid it back, it would be upon the Imam®"* to fulfil it. So if he*"*
does not fulfil it, its burden would be upon him®". Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is
Saying [9:60] But rather, the charities are only for the poor and the needy, and
the officials (appointed) over them — up to His®" Words - and those in debts, so
he is the poor, needy, in debt’.*%’
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(It has been narrated) raising it to one of the two truthful ones (5™ or 6™ Imam
having said: ‘1°*"® love it for the man there happen to be debts upon him, intending its
fulfilment (payment).*%®
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‘A man asked Al-Reza®™"® and | was listening, so he said to him®*"°, ‘May | be

sacrificed for you®"s! Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is Saying [2:280] And if (the
debtor) is in straitness, then let there be postponement until (he is in) ease.
Inform me about this postponement which Allah®" Mighty and Majestic has

108 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 19 H 1
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Mentioned it in His®*" Book. Is there a limit by which it can be recognised until when
this one can postpone upon the straitened one, and he has taken the wealth of this
man, and spent it upon his family, and there is produce he is waiting for its harvest,
nor a debt awaiting its term of collection, nor any unknown wealth he is waiting to
come to him?’
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He*"* said: ‘Yes. He should postpone by a measurement of what its news would
end up to the Imam®"®, so he®*"* would pay it on his behalf whatever is upon him,
from the share of the creditors, if he had spent it in obedience to Allah®" Mighty and
Majestic. So if he had spent it in disobedience to Allah®", so there is nothing for him
upon the Imam®"*’.
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| said, ‘So what is for this man who entrusted him, and he does not know regarding
what he has spent it, in obedience to Allah®" or in the disobedience to Him®"?’
He®"* said: ‘He has to work regarding his wealth, so he would return it to him, and
he is belittled’.**®
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(It has been narrated) from lbn Ja’far®*"* having said: ‘Every sin is expiated by being
killed in the Way of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic except for the debts. There is no
expiation for it except its payment, or the debtor fulfils it, or he excuses it, the one for

whom is the right’.**°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The Imam®"* fulfils from
the Believer what they are owing, except for the dowries of the women’.***

)&\m‘f\‘;\d;_);hd\ﬁc_umuaﬂjﬂusu\.msuqal.n;uc‘)m‘f\ua\ucu\us(ub\}\u;‘;c
@ma(eM\u‘;)M\my\udm@xm;dmugm&mww\‘;;Gw(eM\ug
\J‘)Luu\sdﬂ\oﬂaé\.dsJ‘).a\u\JJ‘)\‘;MAAAUAMQJ;)S\‘_A\@JJJHJ\AH& Al)

199 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 19 H 4
10 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 19 H 5
M1 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 19 H 6

42 out of 47




Alkafi Volume 5 www. hubeali.com

‘A man came over to Abu Abdullah®"* demanding a debt which was upon Al-Moalla
Bin Khunays, so he said, ‘He has gone away with my right’. So Abu Abdullah®"* said
to him: ‘It was the one who killed him that went away with your right'. Then he®"*
said to Al-Waleed: ‘Stand up to the man, so fulfil his right, for I**"* wanted that his
skin be cooled upon him which was already cold’.**?
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‘| said to Abu Ja’far®™"® the 2", ‘| want to reside in Makkah or Al-Medina, and upon
me are debts. So what are you®™" saying?’ So he®*"* said: ‘Return and pay your
debt to the demander, and wait, and meet Allah®" the Exalted and there is no debt
upon you. A Believer does not betray’.**
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‘I heard Abu Al-Hassan Musa®"® reciting a prose: ‘O mother! If were to be with

debts upon me®**, so Imran®, his® son® Musa® was indebted’.***
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* from his®*** forefathers®"*, from Ali®*"*
having said: ‘Beware of the debts, for these are a humiliation during the day and a
stress during the night, and has to be paid for in the world and in the Hereafter’.**
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Chapter 20 — Fulfilment of the Debt
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M2 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 19 H 7
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‘| heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘The one upon whom was a debt, so he intends to
fulfil it, he would have two Protectors from Allah®" Mighty and Majestic assisting him
upon the payment of his entrustment. So if he is deficient in his intention about the
payment, so the assistance is reduced from him by a measurement of what he
reduces from his intention’.**®
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"*, ‘“The man from us happens to have something with him to
meet his expenses with, and upon him is a debt. Should he feed his family until
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Grants him (financial) ease so he could fulfil his debt, or
should he borrow upon his back in bad times and difficult earning, or accept charity
handouts?’
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He*"* said: ‘He should fulfil his debt with whatever is with him and he should not
consume the wealth of the people except that with him is what he can pay their rights
to them. Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is saying [2:188] And do not swallow up
your property among yourselves by false means, except if there happens to be a
compromising trade among you; and he should not borrow upon his back except
there if there is loyalty with him.
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And if he was to go around the doors of the people, they would return him with the
morsel and the two morsels, and a date and two dates, unless if there happens to be
a guardian for him who would fulfil his debts from after him. There is none from us
who dies except Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Makes a guardian for him who would
stand with regards to his promises and his debts, so he would fulfill his promises and
his debts’.**’
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18 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 20 H 1
17 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 20 H 2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Neither sell the house nor
the slave girl regarding the debts, and that is because it is a must for the man a
shelter which he can dwell in, and a servant who serves him’.**®
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"*® that, ‘There are debts upon me’, and | think he (the
narrator) said, ‘For the orphans, and | fear that if | were to sell my remaining place,
there would be nothing left for me’. So he®*"* said: ‘Do not sell your place, but give
some of it and withhold some’.***

4\75&::)A\\A.u:h\d;)‘f\d\ﬁm)au.\).qcu:aJu;ua&\mcucf;‘ﬁ\dbu\u;e;h\}\ucqmunéc
d\AﬁA\S\¢uu\&u5&mw_gj)hl.uﬂa@gj;wejﬂ\hmudﬂd@)m\;b\jw(e)u.d\

AN W e anl AN Y WU ale] G 08 il JA5 4]

asws

‘A man came over to Abu Abdullah®"* asking for help, and | was present, so he
said: ‘There is nothing with us®"® today, but we®"* shall be getting Khitr and
Wasima, so we®"s would sell (those) and give you, Allah®" Willing’. So the man
said to him, ‘Promise me’. So he*"* said: ‘How can I**"° promise you to what %"
am myself®*"** hoping for, so you may hope from me®*"*® from what 1*°*"® am
expecting’.*?°
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‘Ali**"® Bin Al-Husayn®"* was straitened with financial straitness, so he®"* went over

to a friend of his®*"*, so he®®"* said to him, ‘Lend me one thousand Dirhams until
financial ease’. So he said, ‘No, because | do not have it, but | want a bond’. He (the
narrator) said, ‘So he®*"* tore out a piece of his®**** robe and said to him: ‘This is the
bond’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘His*"* friend disliked that, so he®"* was angered and said,
‘Am 1*°" higher with the entrustment or Hajib Bin Zurara?’ So he said: ‘You®"* are
higher with that than he is’. So he®"* said, ‘So how come Haijb came to mortgage a
bow, and rather it is only a stick, upon one hundred carriers, and he is an Infidel, so

he was loyal, and I**"® would not be loyal to a piece of my®**"* own robe?’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So the man took it from him®*"® and gave him**"® the
Dirhams, and made the piece of the robe to be in a container’. So Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic Eased the wealth for him®**"*, so he®*"* carried it to the man, then said
to him: ‘1*°*"® have presented your wealth (back to you), so give my®"* bond’. So he
said to him®**"*, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"°! | have lost it'. So he®"* said: ‘Then
do not take your wealth from me. The like of me®**"® cannot be taken lightly with
his®"* entrustment’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So the man brought out the container, and the piece of the
robe was in it. So Ali**"® Bin Al-Husayn®*"® gave him the Dirhams and took the piece
of the robe and threw it away, and left’.**
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‘(Death) presented itself to Abdullah, so his creditors gathered around him so they
sought the debts which were for them. So he said, ‘There is no wealth with me so |
can give it to you, but turn to whoever you like from the son of my uncle Ali®*"* Bin Al
Husayn®"* and Abdullah Bin Jaffer'. So the creditors said, ‘Abdullah Bin Ja’far
delays and prolongs (matters), and Ali***® Bin Al-Husayn®"* is a man with no wealth
for him®"s, (but) is a truthful one, and he®"* is the more beloved of the two to us’.
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So he sent for him®™, so he said: take the responsibility for you for the
wealth to a harvest (time) as a show of kindness, and there was no harvest for
him®*"®. So the people said, ‘You®"* have pleased us’, and they held him*"* as a
guarantor. So when the time of harvest came, Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Gave
him®"* the (required) wealth, so he®"* paid it'.*??
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"*, ‘“There is a debt for me upon a man and he intends to sell
his house, so he can pay me’. So Abu Abdullah®*"* said: ‘1°°"* seek Refuge for you
with Allah®*" that you should take him out from the shade of his head’.*?®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said:
‘The debts are three — A man has (a debt) for him, so he repites, and when it was
against him, so he gives it and does not overlook it, so that is for him and not against
him; and a man when there was (a debt) for him he wants it fulfilled, and when it was
against him so he fulfils it, so that is neither for him nor against him; and a man when
there was (a debt) for him so he wants it fulfilled, and when it was against him he
overlooks it, so that is against him and is not for him’.*?*
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