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Creation of the bat
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And from the subtle of His#" Making and wondrous of His#" Creations what He®% has
Shown us from the depths of Wisdom in these bats which the illumination spreading to all
things withholds it, and the darkness withholding all living beings spreads it; and how it shuts
its eyes from being dazzled from the illuminating sun, a light to be guide in its going and arrive
at the known places by the directions of the sun to recognising it.
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And it is prevented by the brightness of the sun from the going in the morning, and to be in
its places from going in the time of its shining. So, it droops its eyelids upon its cheeks at
daytime and makes the night to be a lamp to be guided with in seeking its sustenance.
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Neither does its darkness repel it nor is it prevented from the going in it due to the gloom of
the dusk. When the sun throws off its veil and manifests the clearness of its day, and the
brightness of its rays enter upon the fog in their lairs, it layers the eyelids upon its eyes and
lives on what it had attained from the livelihoods during the darkness of its night.
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Glorious is the One"i Who Made the night to be a day for it to seek livelihood, and the day
for resting and calmness, and Made wings to be for it from its flesh it ascends with during the
need to the flying.
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It is as if these are two ears without feathers nor bones, except that you will see places of the
vein clearly as a sign that there are two wings for it when they are neither too thing so they
would tear, nor too thick so they would be too heavy for the flight.
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And it’s young ones stick with it seeking refuge to it, landing when it lands and rising what it
rises, not separating from it until it’s limbs strengthen and its wings can carry it for the getting
up, and it recognises the doctrines of its like and the betterment for its self.
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So, Glorious is the Creator of all things without basing it upon a prior example from someone
elsel’t
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Sermon 156 — And from a speech of his®%s
addressing the people of Al Basra by it upon
an aspect of the brevity of the epic future
events

50 1 3

The one who has the capacity during that to rely himself upon Allah?*¥J Mighty and Majesty,
let him do so. If you were to obey me@"s, [#%s will carry you upon the way to Paradise, if
Allah?2¥ so Desires, and even though it will be with severe hardships and bitter tastes.

(It was said, ‘Al-Haris Bin Hawt came to him "% and said, ‘What is your?"s view? | think the
companions of the camel were upon a straying’)
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He?Ws said: ‘O Haris! You looked beneath you (at the apparent) and did not look above you
(at the truth), so you are confused. You did not recognise the truth, so you could recognise its
people, and did not recognise the falsehood, so you could recognise who came to it.
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‘As for so and so woman (Ayesha), she came across an opinion of the women and there was
excessive grudge in her chest like the iron cauldron (heating up), and if she had been called,
she would have attained from others what she did not come to me™?"s for, she would not
have done it, and for her after her being Prohibited formerly, and the Reckoning is upon Allah"

azwj’

1 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 155
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Description of the Eman
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From it - ‘A way of the lightest manifesto, most radiant of lamps. By the Eman, one is pointed
upon the righteous deeds, and by the righteous deeds one is pointed upon the Eman, and by
the Eman the knowledge is build, and by the knowledge one dreads the death, and by the
death, the world comes to an end, and the world is a farm for the Hereafter, and with the Day
of Qiyamah, the Paradise would be adorned for the pious ones, and the Blazing Fire would be
inflamed for the deviators, and that the people, there is no shortening for them about the
Day of Qiyamabh, travelling in its course to the extreme peak’.

Ll 3 sl vm J=

State of the people of graves during the
Qiyamah
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From it — ‘They will be getting up from the settlement of the graves and come to the peak of
the destinations. For every house are its people. They will neither be replaced by it, nor will
they be transferred from it.
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And the instructing with the acts of kindness and forbidding from the evil are two traits from
the Traits of Allah®%, and these two will neither draw closer to death nor will they be
reducing from sustenance.
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And upon you all is with the Book of Allah#%, for it is the strong rope, and the manifest
radiance, and the beneficial healing, and the saturating drink, and the protection for the
adhering ones, and the salvation for the linking ones. It is not crooked so it should be
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straightened, nor does it deviate so it can be faulted, nor does the frequent repetition and
entering the ears makes one weary. One who speaks by it is truthful and one who acts by it
precedes’.
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‘A man stood up. He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"s, He said, ‘Inform us about the Fitna, and
had Rasool-Allah=2"%, may the Salawaat of Allah®2% be upon him=s*s and hisa" Progeny2s"s,
been asked about it?’

2
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‘He®%s said: ‘When Allah#¥ the Glorious Revealed His**"l Words: Do the people reckon that
they will be left alone on saying, ‘We believe’, and they will not be Tried? [29:2], 1*VS knew
that the Fitna will not be declining from us, while Rasool-Allah=®"*% was between our midst.

1% said: ‘O Rasool-Allah=a“W! What is this Fitna which Allah*/ has Informed with?’
254 Oy A Yy ey s
He™"W said: ‘O Ali®*"¥s! My community will be creating Fitna after me=2""’,
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[3s%s said: ‘O Rasool-Allah™®"¥ or hadn’t you™®"" said to me s on the day of Ohad when they
were martyred, the ones who had been martyred from the Muslims, and the martyrdom was
kept away from me2%s, so that was grievous upon me2"s, So you®"" had said: ‘Receive glad
tidings, for the martyrdom is right behind you’.
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HesaWY said to me™@"s: ‘That is like that, so how will your?s*s patience be then?’ I®%s said: ‘O
Rasool-Allah*"¥I This isn’t from the places of patience, but from the places of glad tidings
and gratefulness’.
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And he™®W said: ‘O Ali®%sI The people will be tempted with the wealth, and they will (think)
they are conferring a favour with their religion upon their Lord??, and they are wishing for
His@¥ Mercy, and are feeling safe from His®¥ Punishment, and they are permitting His??¥
Prohibition with the false suspicions and deceptive whims. So they permitted the wine
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through Al-Nabeez, and the ill-gotten gains as the gifts, and the interest as the selling
(money)’.
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IS said: ‘O Rasool-Allah=2"WI So, at which status should 1#%* status them during that, is it as
the status of apostasy or the status of Fitna?’

He™saWW said: ‘At the status of Fitna’.?
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Sermon 157 — And from a sermon of his@s"“s
urging the people upon the piety
it 5 VT Jo S5 5 b 2o il T 5 20 bk Aad o o0 4 B

‘The Praise is for Allah?* Who Made the Praise as a key for His®*" Zikr, and a cause for the
increase from His*" Grace, and evidence upon His® Favours and His?*) Magnificence.

H
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(0O) Servants of Allah-#%il The time flow with the remaining ones like it had flowed with the
past ones. Neither will it return what has turned around from it, nor will it remain forever

what is in it. Its last action is like its first. Its affairs are alike, its markings are back-to-back.
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It is as if you all are being driven by the Hour, the driving by the camel-tender with his stick.
The one who is pre-occupied with other than himself will be confused in the darkness(es), and
entangled in the destruction, and his Satan™ will extend with him in his tyranny and adorned
for him - his evil deeds. So the Paradise is the peak of the preceding ones (to the good deeds),
and the Fire is the peak of the transgressors.
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Know, servants of Allah??¥il The piety is a fortified house, mighty, and the immorality is a
fortified house of disgrace. It can neither defend its people not can it protect the one
sheltering to it.
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Indeed, and by the piety the sting of the sins is cut, and by the conviction the maximum peak
is realised.
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(O) Servants of Allah-#2%il Allah2%i1 Allah-3?¥ regarding the dearest of the souls upon you, and
the most beloved to you all! Allah? has Clarified for you the way of the truth and has
Irradiated its paths. So it is either necessitated misery or permanent happiness. Therefore,
provide during the perishable days for the lasting days. You have been guided upon the
provision and have been Commanded with the departing and have been urged upon the
travelling. But rather you are like pausing riders, not knowing when you will be Commanded
with the travelling.
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Indeed! What has he to do with the world, the one who has been Created for the Hereafter?
And what will he do with the wealth, the one who will be stripped of it after a little while and
its consequences and its Reckoning will remain upon him?
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(O) Servants of Allah®"l There is no neglecting of what Allah®*" has Promised of the good
nor are any desiring regarding what He®" has Prohibited of the evil.
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(O) Servants of Allah?™il Be cautious of a Day the deeds will be scrutinised, and the
earthquakes will be a lot during it, and the children will become grey-haired during it.

2
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Know, O servants of Allah"#%, that upon you is a guard from your own selves, and spies from
your limbs, and truthful preserves preserving your deeds and number of your breaths. Neither

does the darkness of the dark night veil you from them, nor does a closed door with locks.
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And tomorrow is nearby from today. Today will go away with whatever is in it and tomorrow
will come joining with it. It is as if every person from you has already reached the house of his
being alone, and his pit (grave) has been planned for. So Alas from a house of being alone,
and a dwelling of loneliness, and individual estrangement!
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And it is as if the Scream has come to you and the Hour has overwhelmed you, and you are
going out for the decisive Judgment. The falsities have been removed from you, and the
reasons have vanished from you, and the realities have been proven true with you, and the
Commands have been implemented with you of their implementations. Therefore, take
preaching with the lessons, and take lessons with the others, and benefit from the warnings!’3
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Sermon 158 — And from a sermon of his®%*
informing in it upon merits of the mightiest
Rasool*®"Y, and merits of the Quran, then
situation of government of the clan of
Umayya

o145 AESM\\

The Prophet=s?"" and the Quran
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‘He2™Wi Sent him™#" upon a gap period from the Messengers?s, and prolonged slumber from
the communities, and suspension of the (religious) Laws, so he™@¥Y came to them with the
ratification of that which came before him®¥, and the Noor to be guiding with. That is the
Quran.

2
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Ask it to speak, and it will never speak, but 1*"s will inform you all about it. Indeed! In it is
knowledge of what is to come, and the narratives about the past, and cure for your diseases,
and system of what is between you all’.

Government of the clan of Umayya
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And from it — ‘During that, there will not remain any house, neither of mud nor of fur, except
and the darkness of grief would enter it, and a cursed would come into it. On that day there
will not remain for them, neither any excusing the sky nor a helper in the earth, to clean up
with the command, apart from its rightful one.
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And you turned it with another turning and Allah®" will be Avenging from the ones
oppressed, food with the food and drink with the drink. From the food would be the
colocynth, and drink of the myrrh and aloes, and clothing of the slogan of fear, and a blanket
of the sword.
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And rather they are laden with the mistakes, and carriers of sins. 1" swear! Then IS swear
(again)! The (clan of) Umayya will have to spit it out (caliphate) from after me2s¥s just as the
spitting of the spittle, then they will not taste it nor relish its taste, ever, for as long as two
new one (days and night) rotate’.*
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Sermon 159 — And from a sermon of his@Ws
explaining in it the goodly dealings to his®"*
citizens
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‘And 1% have been good in your vicinity and 1% encompassed by my2*"s striving from
behind you, and I"*"¢ |iberated you from the noose of disgrace and fetters of oppression,

thanking from me™®"Ys for the little righteousness (from you), and overlooking from what
my 3% sights realised and the body witnessed of a lot of evil’.?
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Sermon 160 — And from a speech of his?*"*

Magnificence of Allah#*!
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‘His*"l Command is Judicial and Wise, and His?" Satisfaction is a safety and Mercy. He3*Wi
Judges with Knowledge and Forgives with Leniency.
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5 Nahj Al-Balagah — Sermon No. 159
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Praise of Allah?W
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O Allah®¥il For You™* is the Praise upon what You®*"i Take and Give, and upon what Your32¥
Excuse and Try, praise happening to be satisfactory. The Praise is for You™@%, and the most
beloved of the praise to You®™, and the best praise in Your®" Presence, praise filling what
You? have Created and reaches what You@® Want, praise not veiled from You??"i nor
deficient besides You?¥, praise its number not being cut-off nor its period depleted.
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We do not know the core of Your?" Magnificence, except we know that You?™ are alive.
Neither does slumber seize You?™" nor sleep. A glance does not end to You™?", and a sight
does not realise You@", You®" Realise the sights and Count the deeds, and Seize by the
forelocks and the feet!
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And how mighty is that which we see from Your? creation, and we wonder at it from
Your??" Power, and we describe of the mightiness of Your?" Authority, and what is hidden
from us from it, and our sights are deficient from it, and our intellects end up below it, and
the curtains of the hidden matters are a barrier between us and it.
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So, the one who frees his heart and works his thoughts in order to know how You*" Set up
Your? Throne, and how You??" Scattered Your?®" creatures, and how You?* Suspended
Your?2 skies in the air, and how You?™ Extended Your®" earth upon the waves of water,

his look will return fatigued, and his intellect overcome, and his ears senseless, and his
thoughts bewildered’.
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How the hope can be
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From it - ‘He is claiming that he is hoping to Allah#%, He is lying! By Allah#?% the Magnificent!
What is the matter his hopes are not being manifested in his deeds? And every one who
hopes, his hopes are recognised in his deeds except hoping in Allah®¥ the Exalted, for it is a
gain, and every fear is a reality except fear of Allah?", for it is an effect.
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He is hoping to Allah-**" regarding the major things, and he is hoping to the servant regarding
the minor things and give (reverence) to the servant what he does not give to the Lord2¥,
What is the matter, is Allah™2%, Majestic is His* Praise, being deficient with it from what is
being done to His?* servants? Are you not fearing that you might be false/wrong in your
hoping to Him?™, or you will not be seeing Him?" being a place for the hope?
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And like that, he fears a servant from His*" servant, giving him from his fear what he does
not give to his Lord??"i. He makes his fear from the servants as cash, and his fearing from his
Creator as a deferment (credit) and a Promise.
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And like that is the one, the world is magnified in his eyes and its place from his heart is great.
He prefers it over Allah?¥ the Exalted, so he cuts off to it and becomes a slave of it’.

Rasool-Allah—sWwwW
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‘Certainly, in Rasool-Allah®"¥ was sufficient example for you and evidence for you upon the
condemnation of the word and its faults, and a lot of its disgraces and its evils. When its ends

are straitened from it, and it is folded out for others, and deprived from its milk and impeded
from its adornments.
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Musa?°
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If you like I® can give a second (example) with Musa®s, Speaker with Allah#" when he said:
‘““Lord! I stand in need of whatever good You may Send down upon me’ [28:24]. By Allah?"i1
He® did not ask except for bread to eat, because he® was eating the vegetables of the earth,
and the greenery of the vegetables was being seen from the slimness of his® belly and the
scantiness of his flesh.

Dawood™

/////
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And if you like I"*Ys can give you a third example of Dawood®. He™ is the bearer of the
Psalms, and reciter of the people of the Paradise. He™ used to make baskets of palm leaves
with his@ hands and was saying to his?® gatherers: ‘Which one of you will buy it from me=s?’
And he™® would eat barley bread from its price (sale).

i

Isa™@
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If you desire 1" will tell you about Isa lbn Maryam™s. He used a stone for his pillow, put
on coarse clothes and ate rough food. His® condiment was hunger. His lamp at night was
the moon. His® shade during the winter was just the expanse of earth eastward and
westward. His@* fruits and flowers were only what grows from the earth for the cattle. He®*
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had no wife to allure him, nor any son to give grief, nor wealth to deviate (his attention), nor
greed to disgrace him™:. His™ two feet were his conveyance and his two hands his servants.

‘.,."‘2_;%’\ J w;“

The mightiest Rasool*
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‘You should follow your Prophet™®"¥, the pure, the chaste. In him™=@"¥ js the example for the
follower, and the consolation for the seeker of consolation. The most beloved person before
Allah#" is he who follows His?*" Prophet™®% and who treads in his footsteps. He took the
least (share) from this world and did not take a full glance at it. Of all the people of the world
he was the least satiated and the emptiest of stomach.
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The world was presented to him=*®Y but he*®"W refused to accept it. When he knew that
Allah?2, the Glorified, Hated a thing, he®"% too hated it; when Allah®"¥ Held a thing low,
he W too held it low; when Allah®?¥ Held a thing small, he ¥ too held it small. If there
does not happen to be in us except, we love what Allah®¥ Hate, and reverence of what
Allah-22% Belittles, it would suffice by it as discord with Allah-#*"j and a transgression from the
Commands of Allah-#2%,
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HesaWW ysed to (sit and) eat on the ground and sit like a slave. Hes®"¥ repaired his*®"" shoe
with his®®™Y own hands, and patched his*®"¥ clothes with his*®¥% own hands. He#"% would
ride an unsaddled donkey and would seat someone behind him=®"¥_If there was a curtain on
his door with pictures on it, he®¥ would say to one of his™*®" wives. ‘O so and so! Take it
away out of mys@W sight because if I5®"W ook at it I®"W recall the world and its allurements’.
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Thus, he®"W removed his heart from this world and destroyed its remembrance from hissawW
mind. He*®"Y loved that its allurements should remain hidden from his*®¥% eye so that he

should not secure good dress from it, should not regard it a place of stay and should not hope
to live in it. Consequently, he "% removed it from his mind, let it go away from his*®"¥ heart
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and kept it hidden from his=@"" eyes, just as a person who hates a thing hates to look at it or
to hear about it.
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Certainly, there was in Rasool-Allah=@%¥W all that would apprise you of the evils of this world
and its defects, namely that he*®"¥ remained hungry along with his™®%% special companions,
and despite his®¥% tremendous station and nearness (to Allah?), the allurements of the
world remained remote from him=a¥w,
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Let a beholder look with his whether Allah-***I Honoured Muhammad**"" as a result of this
or disgraced him=™¥,_ If he says that Allah®" Disgraced him=®"%, he certainly lies and
perpetrates a great untruth. If he says Allah®® honoured him*™%, he should know that
Allah?®i Dishonoured the others when He?% Extended the (benefits of the) world for
him" but Held them away from him®*% who was the nearest to Him?2 of all people.

Bpaally LI 5k T2 g et Lo (o Tul2 das 0 O B 2B 3B Y] 5 iia 79 5 301 5ah 5 5 8 2B

Therefore, one should follow His? Prophet*™V¥, tread in his*®" footsteps and enter
through his®" entrance. Otherwise, he will not be safe from ruin. Certainly, Allah®*¥ made
Muhammad=®"% a sign for the Day of Qiyamah, a conveyor of tidings for Paradise and a
warner of His??" Retribution.
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HesaWW exited from the world hungry and arrived in the Hereafter safely. Hes®"¥ did not place
a stone upon a stone (to build a house) until he*®¥ went on his*®% way, and hes®WW
answered the caller of his*™¥ Lord??, How mighty is the Conferment of Allah-* with us
whereby He®" has Favoured with it upon us. He®"V is an ancestor we should follow and a
guide we should tread in his*@¥" heels.
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‘By Allah-32Wi| |-3sWs have patched this shirt of mine to the extent that I***s am now embarrassed
from patching it (anymore), and a speaker had said to mes"s, “Will you not throw it away
from you@sWs?’ |2Ws g3id: ‘Get away from me 2! |t is during the morning that the people tend
to praise the darkness of the night’.®
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Sermon 161 — And from a sermon of his®%*
in describing the Prophet=*2“" and People*W*
of his*" Household and following his*®""W
religion, and in it he™®"* preached the people

The Rasool**"%¥, and his*®"" family®"“¢, and
following his=*®"¥ religion
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‘He@W Sent him*W with the illuminating Noor, and the flashing proofs, and the manifest
program and the Guiding Book. His#*¥ family was the best of the families, and his*®"" lineage
was the best of the lineages, its branches being even and its fruits being ripe. His®W"Y birth
was at Makkah and his*®"% emigration was at Tayba (Medina). His®*% mentioned was raised
by it and his*®"" voice was extended by it.
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He?™ Sent him*™W with sufficient proofs, and healing preaching, and effective calling

manifesting the neglected Laws, and eradicated the heresies which had permeated (the
societies) and explained the meritorious rulings by it.
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And the one who seeks other than Islam as a Religion, [3:85] — he would be deserving of its

misery, and his handle will crack, and his fall would be mighty, and his return would be to
lengthy grief, and the disastrous Punishment.
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And % rely upon Allah?™, reliance of the referring to Him?™, and 1% seek His?2"
Guidance for the way leading to His®*¥ Paradise, the aiming to the place of His®*" Desire’.

The advice with the piety
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‘Iws advise you, (O) servants of Allah?¥, with fearing Allah?* and obeying Him?%, for it is
the salvation tomorrow, and the saviour forever. He™ frightened, so He*"i was Extensive,
and He®V Made desirous, so He®¥ was Comprehensive, and He? Described to you the
world, and it’s termination, and it’s decline, and it’s transfer.
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Therefore, turn away from what fascinates you in it due to the scarcity of what will be

accompanying you from it. It is the closest house from the Dissatisfaction of Allah®" and its
remotest from the Pleasure of Allah32¥,
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So, close your eyes, (0) servants of Allah?¥ from its worries and its pre-occupations due to

what you are certain with of its separation, and the changing of its situations. Be cautious of
it, carefulness of the sincere fearful one, and the struggling toiler.
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And take lessons with what you are seeing from the deaths of the generations before you all.
Their joints have defragmented, and their sights and their hearing have declines, and their
nobilities and their honour are gone, and their happiness and their bounties have been cut
off.
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Their nearness with the children has been replaced by their loss, and the accompaniment of
the spouses by their separation. They are neither priding over each other, nor asking, nor

visiting, nor talking to each other.
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Therefore, be cautioned, (O) servants of Allah"#%, the cautiousness of the one prevailing over
himself, the preventer of his lustful desires, the one considering with his intellect, for the
matter is clear, and the knowledge is standing, and the road it even, and the way is straight’.”

Sermon 162 — And from a speech of his®"* to
one of his®"“* companions
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And he had asked him®"“s, ‘How come your?®"“s people pushed you®%“s away from this
position (caliphate) and you™"s are more rightful with it?’
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He % said: ‘O brother of the clan of Asad! Your girth is loose, and you have fastened it the
wrong way, and for you is the responsibility of in-law kinship and the right of asking, and you
have sought to know, so know.
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As for the tyranny upon us for this position, and although we are the higher in lineage, and
stronger in relationship to the Rasool*?"¥, it was misappropriation by the greed of the souls
of a group, and anger of other souls about it, and the Judge is Allah?%, and the appointment
is up to Him?? on the Day of Qiyamah. And leave the hue and cry regarding its devastation
but narrate what transpired with the riding camels.
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Come and consider regarding the son of Abu Sufyan, for the times have made me™"* laugh
after making me@"s cry, and there is no wonder. By Allah®**i! So, how much is the error
surpassing the wonderment, and the people have frequented trying to extinguish the Noor of
Allah?2¥ from its lamp and blocking the fountain from its source and have polluted the clean
drink between me % and them.
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So, if the afflictions of the Trial were to be raised from us and them, 1"* would carry them
upon the pure truth, and if the other happens, therefore your soul should not go to regret
upon them. Surely, Allah is a Knower of what they are doing [35:8] .2
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Sermon 163 — And from a sermon of his@"s
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The Creator, Majestic and Exalted
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‘The Praise is for Allah®", Creator of the servants, and Spreader of the (earth as a) cradle,
and the Flower of the streams, and the Grower of the vegetation. There is no beginning for
His2 firstness, nor a termination for His?* eternality. He* is the First, not ceasing, and
the Remaining without a (finite) term.
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The foreheads fall down to Him3#%, and the lips profess His?"i Oneness. The things are
limited at His®" creation of these, distancing to Him?? from resembling these. Neither can
the imaginations measure Him3*¥ with the limitations and the movement, nor with the limbs
and the instruments.
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It cannot be said for Him?™, ‘when’, nor can a term be struck for Him?™ by ‘until’. The
Apparent, it cannot be said, ‘from what’, and the Hidden, it cannot be said, ‘in what’. He"?"
has no body so it would expire, nor is He#" veiled so He* would be enclosed. He**" is not
near from the things with the attachment and is not remote from these with the detachment.
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It is not hidden upon Him3" the gazes of the servants, nor repetitions of the words, nor
glimpses of the highlands, nor the treading of the footsteps in the darkness of a night, nor
depth of gloom, and radiant moon shines upon it, and the followed by the sun with light in
the rising and the setting, and the turning of the eras and the epochs, from the approach of
an approaching night and the turning back of a day turning away.
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He?? is before every peak and term, and every counting and numbering. Exalted is He32¥
from what the limiters attributing to Him3W from the descriptions of the abilities, and
endpoints of the horizons, and habitation of the dwelling, and the placing of the places, for
the limitation is struck for His®* creatures and is linked to someone else.
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The beginning of creation
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He?? did not Create the things from the origins of eternity, nor from the firstness of
beginnings, but He®" Created what He®" Created and Established its limits, and Imaged
what He?™ Imaged, and was excellent in His®" Imaging. There isn’t any prevention for
anything from it, nor is there any benefit for Him=?¥l with its obedience. His* Knowledge
with the dead ones of the past is like His?* Knowledge with the living ones remaining, and
His?" Knowledge with what is in the skies is like His**" Knowledge with what is in the lower
firmaments’.
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From it - ‘O you complete creature having been taken care in the growth in the multiple
darkness(es) of the wombs, and multiple curtains! You were Created from an extract of clay
[23:12] and placed in a secure place [77:21] Up to a known determination [77:22], and a
sanctioned term. You were moving in the belly of your mother as foetus, neither responding
to a call nor hearing a voice.
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Then you were brought out from your settling place to a house you had not witnessed and
did not know the ways of its benefits. Who guided you to ruminate from the breast of your
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mother and introduced you to the places of your requirements during the need, and Made
you aware?
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Far be it! The one who is unable from the attributes of the ones with a body and limbs, so he
would be more unable from the attributes of his Creator, and remote from grasping Him3?"
by the limitation of the created beings!’
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Sermon 164 — And from a speech of his®"*
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When the people gathered to him?®%“s and complained of what grudges they had against
Usman, and they asked him?*¥s to address him for them and admonish him for them. He3"s
entered to see him.
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He % said: ‘The people are behind me, and they have made me %S an ambassador between
you and them, and by Allah"#%, |3%s do not know what 1" should be saying to you. I**s do
not know of anything you are ignorant of, nor can I"*%* point upon any matter you do not
know. You know what we know.
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We have not preceded you to anything, so we would be informed of it, not are you empty of
anything so we would be delivering it to you. And you have seen just as what we saw, and
heard just as what we had heard, and you had accompanied Rasool-Allah™®"% just as we had
accompanied.
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And neither was Abu Qohafa (Abu Bakr) nor Ibn Al-Khattab (Umar) foremost with acting by
the truth than you are, and you are closer to Rasool-Allah=®""Y in connection than both of
them, and you have attained from being his*®*% son in law what they both had not attained.
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So, Allah#%i, Allah#% regarding yourself, for you, by Allah®% cannot see out of blindness,
nor do you learn out of ignorance, and the road is clear, and the markings of the Religion have
been established. Know that the most superior servant of Allah??¥ in the Presence of Allah32%
is a just Imam@"s, guided and guiding, so he®%s establishes the known Sunnahs and kills off
the unknown innovations, and that the Sunnah has radiant markings for it, and the
innovation, the markings are apparent for it.
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And the evilest of the people in the Presence of Allah?¥i is a tyrannical imam (leader), straying
one, and straying others with him. He kills off the taken Sunnahs and revives the neglected
innovations; and I*"s have herd Rasool-Allah**"" saying: ‘They will come with the tyrannical
leader on the Day of Qiyamah and there wouldn’t be any helper for him nor any excuses, and
he would be thrown into Hell and he would circle in it just as the mill turns around, then he
would end up to its bottom.
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And | adjure you with Allah®¥ from becoming the killed leader of this community, for it will
happen, it would be said, ‘A leader of this community has been killed, the killing and the
fighting has been opened upon it up to the Day of Qiyamah’, and their affairs would get
confusing upon them, and Fitna would be resurrected in it. They will not be (able to) see the
truth from the falsehood, wavering in it in waves, and get shaken in it with a shaking. Do not
become ushered, driven by Marwan wherever he so desires after the majestic Sunnah and
expiring the life’.
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Usman said to him@"s, ‘Speak to the people to respite me until | bring out their grievances to
them redressed’.
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Alias¥%s said: ‘Whatever has happened at Al-Medina, so no, there is no respiting in it, and

whatever is hidden (other areas), so its term is the arrival of your orders to it’.1°
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Sermon 165 — And from a sermon of his@"s
mentioning in it the wondrous creation of
the peacock
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The creation of birds
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‘Their beginning is a wondrous creation, from the living beings, and the lifeless, and the
stationary, and the ones with movement. He*®"" has Established from the witnessed things
such proofs upon the subtleties of His** Making and His®*") Magnificent Power, the intellects
bend to Him??¥ acknowledging with it, and submit to Him=?*, and His®" evidence(s) upon
His2%i Oneness, reverberate in our ears.
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And what He®" has Scattered from the different images of birds which He?*"I has Settled
them in the furrows of the earth and perforations of its openness, and peaks of its poles
(mountains), from the ones with different wings, and different appearances, dissimilar,
subjugated in the reins of harness, and flapping with their wings in the breaches of the open
atmosphere and the open spaces.
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He??i Brought them into being when there did not happen to be any apparent image in the
wonders and Composed them jointed bones with flesh; and he?*" Prevented some of these
with the heaviness of their bodies to fly easily in the air, and Made it to frolic close to the
ground, and Arranged them upon their differences in the different ways by the subtleties of
His#¥ Power and intricacies of His** Making.
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From these is one immersed in the mould of one colour, nor other colour has tainted it what
is could have been immersed it, and from these is one immersed in a colour of dyeing of its
neck being different to what it has been dyed with.

The Peacock
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And from its wonders is the creation of the peacock which He®" has Established it in the
wisest of the dimension and contradictory of colours in the most beautiful types, with wings
as intertwined canes, and a long tail. When it gradually goes to the female, it spreads out its
tail and raises it elongating upon its head as if it is a sail of a boat being pulled by the sailor. It
feels proud of its colours and swaggers with its movements. It copulates like the rooster,
leaping like the energetic stallion at the time of the striking.
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I2sWs am telling you from that based upon observation, not like the one who tells based upon
the weakness of his chain (of attribution), and if it had been like an allegation of the one who
alleges that it impregnates by tears shed by him, so it stands in the banks of his eyelids, and
that the female feeds from that (and becomes pregnant), then it lays eggs, not from
impregnation of a stallion besides the tears flowing, (even that) would not be more wondrous
than the feeding of the crows (during copulation).
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It can be imagined that its canes are made of silver, and what is growing upon these is from
the wondrous circles, and its sun-shaped are pure god and green emeralds. If you were to
resemble it with what grows in the earth you would say it is a shield of flowers of every spring;
and if you were to compare it with the clothing, it would be like the printed apparel or amazing
clothes of Al-Yemen; and if you were to compare it with the ornaments, it would be like
colourful gems with studded silver.
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It walks the merrily walk, idly, and it opens its tail and its wings and it guffaws laughing for the
beauty of its dress and colours of its gems. When it throws a glance at its legs, it cried loudly
with a voice indicating almost a cry for help, and displays its true pain, because its legs are
things like the legs of the stealthy rooster.
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At the end of its shin there is a thin thorn and on the crown of its head there is a bunch of
green variegated feathers. Its neck begins in the shape of a goblet and its stretch up to its
belly is like the hair-dye of Yemen in colour or like silk cloth put on a polished mirror which
looks as if it has been covered with a black veil, except that on account of its excessive lustre
and extreme brightness it appears that a lush green colour has been mixed with it.

Along the openings of its ears there is a line of shining bright daisy colour like the thin end of
a pen. Whiteness shines on the black background. There is hardly a hue from which it has not
taken a bit and improved it further by regular polish, lustre, silken brightness, and brilliance.
It is therefore like scattered blossoms which have not been seasoned by the rains of spring or
the sun of the summer.
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It also sheds its plumage and puts off its dress. They all fall away and grow again. They fall
way from the feather stems like the falling of leaves from twigs, and then they begin to join
together and grow till they return to the state that existed before their falling away. The new
hues do not change from the previous ones, nor does any colour occur in other than its own
place. If you carefully look at one hair from the hairs of its feather stems it would look like red
rose, then emerald green and then golden yellow.
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How can sharpness of intellect describe such a creation, or faculty of mind, or the utterances

of describers manage to tell of it. Even its smallest parts have made it impossible for the
imagination to pick them out or for tongues to describe them.
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Glorified is Allah who has disabled intellects from describing the creation which He placed
openly before the eyes and which they see bounded, shaped, arranged, and coloured. He also
disabled tongues from briefly describing its qualities and also from expanding in its praise.
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The small creatures
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Glorified is He®% Who has Assigned feet to small ants and gnats and also to those above
them, the serpents, and the elephants. He®*% has made it obligatory upon Himself??% that
no skeleton in which He#" Infuses the spirit would move, but that death is its promised place
and destruction its final end’.

From it in describing the Paradise
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‘If you were to cast the sight of your heart around what is described to you from it, you would
it would turn yourself away from the displays of what comes out to the world, from its lustful
desires, and its pleasures, and the adornments of its sceneries, and you will be lost with the
thinking regarding the rustling of the trees whose roots are hidden in the dunes of musk upon
the coasts of its rivers, and in the attraction of the bunches of fresh pearls in the twigs and
branches of those trees, and in the appearance of different fruits from under the cover of
their leaves.
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These fruits can be picked without difficulty as they come down at the desire of their pickers.
Pure honey and wine will be handed round to those who settle down in the courtyards of its
palaces. They are a people whom honour has always followed till they were made to settle in
the house of eternal abode, and they obtained rest from the movement of journeying.

5}\2\1;‘;& n//a./fff . °;/:/j@;i§§i AV ﬁjf@;ﬁj‘ //lf\;;j’éjj;:ﬁ’ % i'/ \))A Q:uélg‘}:‘ﬁlfi,iz }Q‘Lé:)j;f% P }L;

sy i G ey s 2 8 580 s i Ve 2 8

O listener! If you busy yourself in advancing towards these wonderful scenes which will rush
towards you, then your heart will certainly die due to eagerness for them, and you will be
prepared to seek the company of those in the graves straight away from my audience here
and hasten towards them. Allah may, by His mercy, include us and you too among those who
strive with their hearts for the abodes of the virtuous by His#" Mercy’.}!
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Sermon 166 — And from a sermon of his®"*

U 6,‘\; Jes|

[ ] [ ]
The urging upon unity
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‘Let your young ones be comforted by your elders, and let your elders be kind with the young
ones, and do not become like the disloyal ones of the pre-Islamic period. They were neither
pondering in their religion nor were they using their intellects about Allah"#%, like shells of
eggs in a nest, its breaking is a burden, and evil would emerge from their incubation’.

11 Nahj Al-Balagah — Sermon No. 165
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Clan of Umayya
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And from it — ‘They (clan of Umayya) would separate after their composure (unity), and they
would scatter from their origins. From them would be one holding a branch wherever it may
incline, he would incline with it, until Allah®¥ will be Gathering them for a Day which would
be evil for the clan of Umayya, just as the clouds of autumn tend to gather.
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Allah-#% would Compose (unite) them, then Make them scattered like the scattering of the
clouds. Then Allah**l would Open doors for them, they would flow away from their places
like (it was during the) flood of the two gardens (of Irma). Neither will any land mass be safe
upon it, nor will a hill be affirmed to it, nor would its sharpness be repelled by the peak of a
mountain, nor the highlands.
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Allah?2¥ will Scatter then in the bellies of the valleys, then He?*¥ will Flows it as springs in
the earth? [39:21]. He®" will Take through them, rights of a people from a people, and
Enable for a people to be in the houses of a people. And IS swear by Allah??¥! Whatever is

in their hands will melt away after the exaltation and the enablement, just as the fat dissolves
upon the fire.
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The people at the end of times
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O you people! If you had not abandoned from helping the truth, and not have felt weakness
from weakling the falsehood, he would not have coveted regarding you, one who isn’t like
you, and the one strong upon you would not have been strong. But you roamed the deserts

(like) the children of Israel.
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And, by my2"s |ife!l The straying would increase for you all from after me®*"s, manifold, due
to your leaving behind the truth behind your backs, and your cut-off from the near one and
connecting the remote one.
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And know that if you were to follow the caller of yours, he®*"s will travel with you upon the

manifesto of the Rasool**"¥ and would have sufficed you as a support with the overburdens,
and you would have discarded the heavy burdens from the necks!’*?
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Sermon 167 — And from a sermon of his@"s
during the beginning of his®"* caliphate
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Allah??¥ the Glorious (Exalted) Sent down a Guiding Book Explaining in it the good and the
evil. So, take the peak of goodness, you will be guided, and stay away from the road of evil.
Aim for the Obligations, the Obligations! Fulfil these to Allah-#", He3¥ will Fulfil you to the
Paradise.
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Allah??¥ the Exalted has Prohibited a prohibition which is not unknown, and a permissible
without input, and He®" Merited the sanctity of the Muslim upon the sanctities, all of them,
and with the sincerity and the Tawheed, Tightened the rights of the Muslims in its
complexities. The Muslim is one from whom the (other) Muslims are safe from his tongue and
his hands, except with the truth.
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And it is not permissible to hurt the Muslims except with what is Obligatory. Rushing towards
the affairs of the general and the special is one of you, and it is the death, for the people are

12 Nahj Al-Balagah — Sermon No. 166
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in front of you and the Hour is challenging you from behind you. Lighten (your burdens) to
join up, for rather, your first ones are awaiting your last ones.
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Fear Allah®" among His®™ servants and His?% cities, for you will be questioned, even out
the spots of land and the animals. Obey Allah#" and do not disobey Him#?%; and whenever
you see the good, then take with it, and when you see the evil, so turn away from it’.13
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Sermon 168 — And from a speech of his-asws
after having pledged to him-asws with the
caliphate
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And a group of people from the companions had said to him?"s, ‘If you™®"s could punish a
people from the ones who had assaulted upon Usman!’
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He#%s may the greetings be upon him?s, said: ‘O brothers! 1% am not ignorant of what
you are knowing, but how can it be for me2%s with strength while the group of assaulters are
at the peak of their positions. They are controlling us, and we are not controlling them, and
here they are, your slaves have risen with them, and your Bedouins have turned to them, and
there are in your midst poisoning you all whatever they desire to, and do you see any place
for power upon something you are intending?
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Surely, this matter is a matter of the pre-Islamic period, and these people are well supported.
The people from this matter, when they move upon affairs, would be a sect viewing what you
are viewing, and a sect would be viewing what you are not viewing, and a sect neither viewing
this nor this.

13 Nahj Al-Balagah — Sermon No. 167
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Therefore, be patient until the people calm down and the hearts fall in their places, and the
rights can be taken more easily. So, calm down from me and await what my?®"“ command
would be coming to you with, and do not do any deed shattering (your) strength and you fall
down weak, and you will inherit weakness and disgrace, and 1" shall withhold the command
for as long as I*" can withhold, and 1®** do not find any escape, so the last call would be the
iron (battle)’.1#
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Sermon 169 — And from a sermon of his#"s
at the journeying of companions of the
camel to Al-Basra
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Affairs of the community of Muslims
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‘Allah-#% Sent a guiding Rasool**"" with a speaking Book, and an established matter. No one
will be destroyed from it except a self-destroyer, and the innovations and the suspicious,
these are from the destroyers, except what Allah®*¥ Protects from these. ‘Allah"®" Sent a
guiding Rasool*®"" with a speaking Book, and an established matter. No one will be destroyed
from it except a self-destroyer, and the innovations and the suspicious, these are from the
destroyers, except what Allah??¥ Protects from these.
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And the Authority of Allah®% is a protection for your affairs, therefore obey Him=? with
your obedience, without blame or abhorrence. By Allah-#2%! Either you will end up uprooting
it or Allah®"¥ will Uproot it away from you the authority of Al-Islam, then it will not be
transferred to you, ever, until the command goes to others.

14 Nahj Al-Balagah — Sermon No. 168

Page 36 of 126




Nahj Al-Balagah www.hubeali.com

dngas 8 paidll
9 BalPs

The alienation from his@"“* contenders
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They are full of annoyance upon my?%“s governance, and I®% shall be patient for as long as
I#%s do not fear upon your community, for if they were to be complete upon the failure of
this view, the system of the Muslims would be terminated, and rather they are seeking this
world out of envy to the one whom Allah?" has Legalised to be upon it. They are intending
to return the affairs upon its back’.*

Sermon 170 — And from a speech of his#%s
regarding obligation of following the truth
during establishment of the argument
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One of the Arabs, and a group from the people of Al-Basra had sent him with a message when
he@%s was near from it, to know for them the reality of his®"* situation with the companions

of the camel, in order to remove the doubts from themselves. He#%s explained to him his?@Ws
matter with them and let him know that he®**s was upon the truth.
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Then he™®"s said to him: ‘Pledge allegiance!” He said, ‘l am only a messenger of a people, and
| cannot do a new thing until | return to them’.
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He#%s said: “What is your view if the ones behind you had sent you as a pioneer to seek out
for them a land rained upon, and you return to them and inform them about the greenery
and the water, but they oppose you to go to the dry and the barren, what would you do?’
S5 IS0 ) 23 5 23858 £ 06
He said, ‘l would leave them and oppose them and go to the greenery and the water’.
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He " said to him: ‘Then extend your hand/!’
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The man said, ‘By Allah®¥il | am not able to refuse at the establishment of the proof upon
me’, and he pledged to him=2s"’,
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And the man was known as Kaleeb Al-Jurmy’.t®
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Sermon 171 — And from a speech of his#%s
when he#"Y* had determined upon meeting
the people (in battle) at Siffeen
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The supplication
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‘O Allah2%il Lord®2" of the raised ceiling (sky) and the withheld atmosphere which You3?¥
Made it a shelter for the night and the day, and a flowing for the sun and the moon and the

16 Nahj Al-Balagah — Sermon No. 170
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travelling for the rotating stars, and Made its dwellers a group from Your??" Angels, not
getting tired from Your??" worship.
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And Lord?™i of this earth which You??"i Made it an abode for the cattle and a theatre for the

insects and the animals, and what cannot be counted from what can be seen and cannot be
seen.
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And Lord??" of the lofty mountains which You?* made these as pegs for the earth, and pillars
for the creatures.
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If You?@™i Prevail us over our enemies, shield us from the rebels and Guide us to the truth,
and if You®% Prevail them over us, Grace us the martyrdom, and Fortify us from the Fitna.
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The supplication for the battle
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Where are the defenders of honour and self-respecting one at the descend of the realities

from the people of protection. The shame is behind you and the Paradise is in front of you’.’

Sermon 172 — And from a sermon of his?@W“s
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Praise of Allah?W
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‘The Praise is for Allah®¥ Who, neither is a sky hidden from Him?" by a sky, or an earth by
an earth.
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The day of consultation
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And a speaker had said (to me@%*), ‘You@¥* are greedy upon this command, O son?"s of Abu
Talib2swsl
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I#Ws said; ‘But, by Allah®?¥, you all are greedier and remoter while I"*% am more special
(private) and closer. And rather, 1" sought a right of mine™®"* and you are being a barrier
between me@%s and it, and you are striking my2"“s face besides (on top of it).
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When " knocked him with the argument in an assembly of the ones present, he was
confounded and did not know what he should be answering me2%s with.
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Seeking the Help (of Allah?*")) against
Quraysh
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O Allah@wil |-asws seek Your??"i Assistance against Quraysh and the ones who support them!
They have cut off my®s"s relationship, and they have belittled the greatness of my2s¥s status,
and they have untied upon disputing me®%* of a command which is for me™®"s, Then they
said, ‘Indeed! It would be right if we take it, and it would be right if you™"s were to leave it’.
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From it, in mentioning companions of the
camel
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‘They came out dragging the sanctity (Ayesha) of Rasool-Allah=@"W just as the slave girl is
dragged during her sale, heading with her to Al-Basra. They withheld their own wives in their
houses, and they brought out one withheld by Rasool-Allah*®"¥ to them both and to others
in an army. There was no man from them except and he had given me?"s (the pledge of)
obedience and had sworn the allegiance willingly, without having been forced.
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They proceeded to my®"“s office bearers at it and treasurer of the public treasury of the
Muslims, and others from its inhabitants. They killed a group in captivity and a group by
treachery.

e a8 ] 5 15 a8 byas 3 e G5 A Lo s b S oS et Ty S ) Cadtdl e 1t 51 (O] g

el s udes s e odedl 6o B S B G s 6 Y 5 01

By Allah?2¥! Even if they had not killed from the Muslims except for one man deliberating to
killing him without any crime, it would have been permissible for me™2s¥s to kill that army, all
of it, when they were present but did not deny it nor repel it by tongue, nor by hand, leave
aside what they had killed from the Muslims like the number they had entered with upon
them’.
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Seyyid Al-Razi (compiler of Nahj Al-Balagah) said, ‘And a poem has been reported for him in
this meaning, and it is his™®"s words: ‘If their matters were to be ruled by the consultation,
then how is with this and the consultees were absent? And if was with the kinship as their
disputers argue, so are others foremost with the Prophet*®"* although I*"* am closer?’*®
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Sermon 173 — And from a sermon of his®"*
regarding Rasool-Allah~?"", may the
Salawaat of Allah?*") be upon him*®*% and
greetings, and one who happens to be
worthy for the caliphate, and in demeaning
the world
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Rasool-Allahsaww
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‘He™saWW js a trustee of His®% Revelation, and Last of His®¥ Rasools, and a giver of glad
tidings of His®¥ Mercy, and a Warner of His®?" Reprisal.
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The one worthy of the caliphate
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O you people! The most rightful of the people with this command is their straightest upon it,
and their most working with the Commands of Allah?? in it. If a rioter riots, he would be
called to repent, and if he refuses, he would be fought.
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And by my@" life! If the Imamate was not to be decided until the generality of the people is
present, there would be no way to that, but its people (present) ones would be deciding upon
the ones absent from it, then it would neither be for the one present that he retracts nor for
the absentee than he chooses (someone else).
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Indeed! And I®% shall fight against two (types of) men —a man claiming what isn’t for him
and another who prevents the ones who is (rightful) upon it.
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I#sws advise you with having fear of Allah??¥, for it is the best of what the servants can be
advised with, and the matter of the best end-result in the Presence of Allah?2, and the door
of war has been opened up between you and the people of the Qiblah (Muslims).
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And no one will bear this knowledge except the people of insight, and the patience, and the
knowledge in places of truth, therefore continue to what you have been Commanded with

and pause at what you have been Prohibited from, and do not be hasty in any matter until it
is clear, because for us®"s, along with every matter you are denying, is (right to) change.
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Demeaning the world
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Indeed! And this word which you have come to be wishing for it and being desirous in it, and

your hatred and your pleasure has become for it, it isn’t your (permanent) house, nor is it

your home which you have been Created for nor that which you have been invited to.
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Indeed! And it isn’t going to be lasting for you nor will you be lasting for it, and it, and although
you are being deceived from it, so its evil has cautioned you from it, so leave its deceit for its
caution, and (leave) its greed for its fear, and be first in it to the house which you are being
invited to, and turn away from it (world) with your hearts, and not one of you should squeal
(scream) the squealing of the maid upon what has been impeded from her, and complete the
Favours of Allah®® upon you with the patience upon obedience of Allah®%, and the
preserving upon what you can preserve from His®*" Book.
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Indeed! And surely it will not harm you, the loss of anything from your world after your
preserving the principles of your religion. Indeed! And surely nothing will benefit you after
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your wasting your religion, your preserving upon it from the matters of your world. May
Allah-#" Take our hearts and your hearts to the truth and Inspire us and you the patience’.?
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Sermon 174 — And from a speech of his?®%s
regarding the meaning of Talha Bin
Ubeydullah, and he?"Ys had said it when it
reached him?#"s, the going out of Talha and
Al Zubeyr to Al Basra to fight him2%s
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‘And 1#%s was such, 1% wasn’t afraid of the war nor scared of striking, and 1*"* as upon
what my 2% Lord#" has Promised me s of the Help. By Allah?*i! He (Talha) had hastened
unsheathing his sword to seek the blood of Usman only out of fear from his blood being
sought against him, because he had thought of it (being a caliph), and there did not happen
to be anyone among the people greedier upon it that him. Thus, he intended to mislead with
what he had clamoured regarding it to confuse the matter and the doubts to occur.
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And, by Allah#*¥il He did not do regarding the matter of Usman one of the three — If the son
of Affan was an oppressor just as he had claimed, it would have been befitting for him that
he backs his killer or disassociated from his helpers.
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And if he (Usman) was an oppressed, it would have been befitting for him (Talha) that he
happens to be from the ones defending him and the ones offering excuses regarding him.
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And if he (Talha) was in doubt from the two characteristics, it would been befitting for him
that he isolates himself and do not take any of the two sides and leave the people to deal with
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him. But he did not do even one of the three, and he came with a matter, the door of which
is not recognised, and its excuse is not acceptable’.?°
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Sermon 175 - From a sermon of his@*"
regarding the preaching, and explanation of
his*%s nearness from Rasool-Allah?*

55 Al b ol 30 eSS G 03 ) 5 Gepals 1 2 25T U e o2 T [3] O 5 e Joaidd i 00 L

WAl s 3 s Lass Sad Wl 5T 13 G 31 15 6 D85 Y Al 500087 s U 5 o3 o2

‘O you heedless ones not being heedless from, and the neglecters, the ones to be Seized from
them! What is the matter 1" see you all going away from Allah®" and are being desirous
to someone else? It is as if you are cattle being pastured taken to a disease-ridden pasture
and a sickly watering place, and rather it is like the one fed for the slaughter not knowing what
is being intended with it. When good is being done to it, it reckons its day as being its whole
life and its satiation as its (main) affair.
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By Allah-32%il If |-2%s 5o desire, to inform every man from you with his exit (death) and his entry
(what he will do), and the entirety of his matters, 1" can do so! But IS fear that you will
disbelieve in me#¥* as well as Rasool-Allah*®"Y, Indeed! And I**s shall divulge it to the special
one, from the ones who will believe that to be from him=saww,
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By the One*"i Who Sent him@¥% with the truth and Chose him*"s over the creatures! [2%s
do not speak except true matters, and he*®¥ pacted to me®"* with that, all of it, and with
the destruction of the one who will be destroyed, and salvation of the one who will attain
salvation, and the inclining of this command, and there did not remain anything passing over
my %S head except it was poured into my 2% ears and he®"" divulged it to me2"s,
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O you people! By Allah@%il |3%s do not urge you upon obedience except and I*" precede
you all to it, nor do 1" forbid you from an act of disobedience except and I*"* stay away
from it before you do’.?!
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Sermon 176 — And from a sermon of his?"s,
and in it he®"* preached, and explained
merit of the Quran, and forbade from the
innovation

A s

Preaching the people
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‘Benefit by the Explanation of Allah®™, and take advice by the Preaching of Allah®™, and
accept the Advice of Allah2%, for Allah®™¥i has left no excuse for you with the Clarification,
and Taken the proof upon you, and Explained to you all the Beloved deeds and His*¥ Dislikes
from these in order for you to seek this and shun those.
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‘Rasool-Allah™®"" had said: ‘The Paradise is surrounded by abhorrent things and the Fire is
surrounded by the lustful desires. And know that there isn’t anything (done) in the obedience
of Allah?% except it would come in its abhorrent (form), and there is nothing from the
disobedience of Allah#" except it would come in desirous form.
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May Allah#¥ have Mercy on a man removed from his lustful desires, and uprooted the whims

of his self, for this soul is the remotest of the things in tendencies, and it does not cease to be
snatched to disobedience in a whim.
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And know, (0) servants of Allah®, that the Momin neither comes to an evening nor a
morning except and in his self should be suspicious with him. He should not cease to be
visiting to it, seeking more for it. Be like the preceding ones before you, and the past is in front
of you. Prepare from the world the preparation of the traveller and roll it up the rolling of the
pausing stations.

OTAN s

Merit of the Quran
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And know that this Quran, it is the adviser who does not deceive, and the guide who does not
mislead, and the narrator who does not lie, and no one has sat with this Quran except he has
stood up from it with an increase or decrease — an increasing in guidance or a decrease from
blindness.
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And know! There isn’t any destitution upon anyone after the Quran, nor was there any
richness for anyone before the Quran. Seek healing by it from your sicknesses and seek
assistance with it upon the adversities, for there is healing in it from the greatest of the
diseases, and it is the Kufr, and the hypocrisy, and the error and the straying.
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Ask Allah2" by it and divert to it with His#" Love and do not be asking His®*" creatures by
it. Surely, the servants cannot Divert to Allah"®" the Exalted with similar to it.
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And know! It is an interceder to be interceded for, and a speaker to be ratified, and the one
whom the Quran intercedes for on the Day of Qiyamah, he will be interceded for, and the one
whom the Quran speaks ill of it will ratify against him on the Day of Qiyamah.
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A caller will call out on the Day of Qiyamah: ‘Indeed! Every cultivator will be Tried regarding
his cultivation and the consequence of his deeds, apart from cultivators of the Quran!’ So be
from its cultivators and its followers and be pointed by it to your Lord??", and takes its advice
upon yourselves, and accuse your own opinions upon it, and overwhelm your whims in it.

The urging upon the working (good deeds)

5 6 8a 1 L 30 8y 5 280 ) 1,486 50 K0 By 2 £ 5 el el # Gy B 5 56D 56D 2 e

P P O A (R T PP 2227 200 ot
3 s G 2SGLE Dol G A ) 16353 5 g ) 15680 BB Sl O)

&

Y
Fo S e m PRI I BT SN AU < 1
%@y@‘\aﬁcper.b}uU}eLbjer

And He®Ys Said: ‘The work! The work! Then the end! The end! And the straightness! The
straightness! Then the patience! The patience! And the devoutness! The devoutness! There
is an end point for you all, therefore end up to its end point! And for you there are flags, so
be guided with your flags, and for Al-Islam there is a peak, so end up to its peak and bring out
to Allah™® from what He®*" has Imposed upon you of His?* Rights and has Clarified for you
of His®" Demands. I**"* am a witness for you all and an arguer on the Day of Qiyamah on
your behalf!
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The advice(s) to the people
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Indeed! And the pre-Determination, preceding is occurring and the Decree, the past, has
arrived, and 1% am speaking with a Promise of Allah? and His*% Arguments! Allah3" the
Exalted Said: Surely those who say, ‘Our Lord is AllahY’, then they are steadfast, the Angels
would descend unto them (saying): ‘Do not fear, and do not grieve, and receive glad tidings
of the Paradise which you were Promised [41:30].
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And you have already said, ‘Our Lord?*¥ is Allah?"7, therefore be steadfast upon His?*" Book
and upon the manifesto of His®% Commands, and upon the righteous path of worshipping
Him?™, then do not deviate away from it, nor make innovations in it, nor turn away from it,
for the people of deviation, (Mercy) will be cut off from them in the Presence of Allah-#*" on
the Day of Qiyamah’.
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Then beware of swaying the manners and changing them and make the tongue to be one
(don’t be double-tongued), and let the man treasure his tongue, for this tongue is stubborn
with its owner.

ST 13) a3al) OY wled 5133 e U8 B O 5 D5 5h55 1 (a3 Ol O 5 Bled O [OF] B WiT i i e il G

305 2 O70) 5 a1 Tis B800 and 3 5536 03K, A5 &

By Allah2¥! |-3%s have not seen any servant who is pious with a piety that benefits him until
he treasures his tongue, and that the tongue of a Momin is from behind his heart, and the
heart of the hypocrite is from behind his tongue, because when the Momin wants to speak
with a speech, he ponders it within himself. If it was better for him, he initiates it, and if it
were evil, he covers it.
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And the hypocrite speaks with whatever comes upon his tongue, not knowing what is for him
and what is against him.
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And Rasool-Allah™=®"W had said: ‘The Eman of a servant will not be straight until his heart is
straight, nor will his heart be straight until his tongue is straight’. So the one from you who is
capable of meeting Allah-#?" the Exalted and he is of pure of having been a comfort from the
blood of Muslims and their wealth, safe of the tongue from their honours, let him do so.
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Forbiddance of the innovation
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‘Know, O servants of Allah??", that the Momin should permit during the year what he had
deemed Permissible in the first (previous) year, and he should prohibit during the year what
he had Prohibited during the first (previous) year, and that whatever the people have
innovated is not Permissible for you anything from what is Prohibited upon you. But the
Permissible is what Allah@¥ Permitted, and the Prohibited is what Allah2* Prohibited.
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You have experienced the matters and bitten (tried) them, and you have been preached by
the ones who were before you. They struck the examples for you, and called you to the clear
matter, therefore no one would be deaf from that except a deaf one, and no one would be
blinded from that except a blind one; and one whom Allah*" cannot Benefit him with the
affliction and the experiences, he would not be benefitted by anything from the preaching,
and the shortcoming would come to him from his front until he recognises what he denies
and denies what he recognises.
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But rather, the people are two (types of) men — the follower of Law and follower of

innovation. There isn’t with him any proof of Sunnah from Allah®*¥ nor illumination of a
Divine Authority.

The Quran
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And Allah??, Glorious is He®*", did not Preach to anyone with the like of the Quran, for it is
the strong Rope of Allah®¥ and His?¥ trustworthy cause, and therein is a spring of the heart
and fountains of the knowledge, and there is no polish for the heart other than it, along with
that the remembering ones have gone and there remain the forgetful ones, or the ones
pretending to forget.
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So when you see good, then assist upon it, and when you see evil, then go away from it, for
Rasool-Allah*®"" had said: ‘O son of Adam™! Work the good (deeds) and leave the evil, and

you will be aiming for the main path!’
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The types of injustices
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‘Indeed! And that the injustices are three — An injustice not Forgiven, and an injustice no left,
and an injustice Forgiven, not sought.
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As for the injustice not Forgiven, so it is the Shirk with Allah#%. Allah 2 the Glorious Said:
Allah does not Forgive if He is associated with, [4:48].
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And as for the injustice which is Forgiven, it is the injustice of the servant to himself at one of
the small sins.
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And as for the injustice which will not be left, is the injustice of the servants to each other.
The Retribution over there is severe. It isn’t an injury with the limit, nor a strike with the whip,
but it is what would make everything else seem small (when compared) with it.
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23
Beware of the changes in the Religion of Allah?" and the unity in what you are disliking from
the Truth is better than separation in what you are loving from the falsehood, and that

Allah?2¥, Glorious is He®* did not Give any goodness to anyone from the ones of the past,
by separation, nor from the one who remain.
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The necessitated obedience
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O you people! Beatitude is for the one who his pre-occupied with his own faults (rather than)
from faulting the people! And beatitude is for the one who stays in his house, and eats his
subsistence, and pre-occupies with obedience of his Lord??", and cries upon his sins! So, he
would be busy with himself, and the people would be in rest from him’.?2
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Sermon 177 — And from a speech of his®"s in
meaning of the two judges (at arbitration
after battle of Siffeen)
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‘The view of your assembly was united upon that they would choose the two men, and we
took (a condition) upon them both that they would make it to be with the Quran and not
exceed it, and their tongues would happen to be with him, and their hearts would follow it.
But they deviated away from it and neglected the truth, and they were both insightful with it.

G 5 LeeSE 5 5 gl ast L Jaall 5 AR (S o e GRLELI G 36 5 el [LETS] flauel 5 Gaigs Sk 067

oS 585 e SR Y G 5 5 s Ws G LAY Gl

The tyranny was both their whims, and the crookedness was their opinions, and our exclusion
had preceded upon them regarding the judging with the justice and working with the truth.
Evil were their opinions, and tyrannical were their judgments, and the authority (now) is in
our hands for ourselves when they have both opposed the way of the truth, and came with
what cannot be recognised, from their inverted wisdom’.
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Sermon 178 — And from a servant of his#"W*
regarding the martyrdom and the piety, and
it is said he®"Ys had addressed it after the
killing of Usman during the beginning of his"
asws caliphate
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Allah™ and His?*"! Rasool*s2WW
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‘A concern does no pre-occupy Him??%, nor does the time change Him?™, nor does a place
contain Him?, nor can a tongue describe Him3?. Neither are the number of drops of the
water unknown from Him22¥, nor the stars of the sky, nor the currents of the winds in the air,
nor the steps of the and upon the solid rock, nor the weight of the particles in the dark night.
He??"i Knows the falling of the leaves, and the hidden movement of the eyes.
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And | testify that there is no god except Allah?", without there being an equal for Him22¥,
nor can He®" be doubted in it, nor can His? debt (bounties) be paid off, nor can His??
Creating be rejected, a testimony of one who ratified His®*" Prophet®"¥ and clear is his@Ws
entry, and sincere are his®"s intentions, and heavy are his®"* scales.
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And 1% testify that Muhammad™=®"¥ is His?* servant and His?*" Rasool*®"%, the Chosen
onesaV from His?™ creatures, and the one "W Selected for explaining His*" realities, and
the one™®W specialized with the rationalities of His®*" Prestige, and the one?*"* Chosen for
the Prestige of His®% Message, and the stipulations of the guidance were clarified by
him=®¥ and the gloom of the blindness was polished off by hima"¥,
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O you people! The world deceives the one who hopes for it, and desires the eternity to it, but
it does not compete with the one who competes in it and overcomes the one who (tries to)
overcome upon it.
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And 1% swear by Allah3¥! There are no people in the greenery of the bounties of life, and
these were declined from them except due to the sins they had committed, because Allah-2%
the Exalted isn’t unjust to the servants [22:10].
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And if the people, when the afflictions descend with them, and the bounties decline away
from them, were to panic to their Lord?™ with their sincere intentions, and the (sincere)
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feeling from their hearts, He®* would Return to them everything lost, and Correct for them
everything spoilt.
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And IS am fearful upon you all that you would become old during a gap period, and the
matters were with me?*s, you would incline during it with an inclination, you would not be
praise worthy in my?$“s presence, and if your matters were to be returned to you, you would
become fortunate, and there is nothing upon me?"s except the Jihad. And if I®%* had so
desired, 1" would say: Allah*¥ Pardons what is past’.?*
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Sermon 179 — And from a speech of his®"* -
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And Za'lab Al-Yamani had asked hims"s saying, ‘Have you?¥s seen your?"“* Lord?*i, O Amir
Al-MomineensWs?’
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He 2% said: ‘Would 1% worship a Lord " |2%s do not see?’
o5 (S 9 Jlab
He said, ‘And how do you™®*"s see him?’
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He2"s said: ‘The eyes do not realise Him#" with the witnessing of the eyes, but the hearts
realise Him3" by the realities of the Eman.
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He?™ is near to the things without attachment, far from these without detachment, a
Speaker not with reflection, an Intender without preparation, a Maker not with limbs, Subtle
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Who cannot be described with the concealment, Great Who cannot be described with the
haughtiness, Seeing Who cannot be described with the senses, Merciful Who cannot be
described with the tenderness. The faces lower to His?* Magnificence, and the hearts
tremble from fearing Him=2%’ 2>
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Sermon 180 — And from a sermon of his2s"s
in condemnation of the disobedient ones
from his2*%s companions
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‘Iws praise Allah®" upon what He?™ has Decreed from a Command and pre-Determined
from a deed, and upon my?"s being Tried with you all. O you sect which when it is ordered,
does not obey, and when it is called, does not respond!
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If you are given respite you engage in vain discourse, and if you are battled against you fall
down in weakness, and if the people unite upon a leader you taunt, and if respond to a
difficulty you are deficient. May there be no father for others! What are you waiting with your
help and the Jihad upon your rights? The death or the disgrace for you?
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By Allah2¥! If my2s¥s day were to come, and it will come, it would separate between me3Ws
and you, and 1% am sick of your company, and with you. For the Sake of Allah?*¥, you all!
Is there no religion to unite you, nor any protectorate (settlement) than honours you?
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Is it not strange that Muawiya is calling the disloyal, the riff raff, and they are following him
without being upon any support or award, and I"*%* am calling you and you are the legacy of
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Al-Islam and remainder of the people, to the support, or a party from the award, and you are
separating away from me?"s and are differing upon me?**! There does not come out to you
any instruction from me@s%s |#Ws gm pleased with, so you agree to it, nor any anger so you
unite against it, and the most beloved of what I*** want to encounter is the death.
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I#s%s have taught you the Book and opened for you the arguments, and made you recognise
what you were denying, and made you swallow what you had spat out. Even if it was the
blind, he would have seen, or the one asleep, he would have awakened. And the closest of
the people from the ignorance with Allah"#" is their leader Muawiya and their discipliner lbn
Al-Nabigha (Amro Bin Al-Aas)!’?®
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Sermon 181 — And from a speech of his@Ws —
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And he@®%s had sent a man from his®% companions to know for him2"“s the knowledge of
the people from an army of Al-Kufa who had thought with joining up with the Kharijites, and
they were upon a fear from him%s, When the man returned to him@¥s, he?®"* said to him:
‘Are they believing and remaining or are cowards and moving away?’
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The man said, ‘But, they are moving away, O Amir Al-Momineen@“sI’
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He % said: ‘Remoteness is for them, as was remoteness (for the people) of Samood! [11:95].
But, if I®"s had unsheathed the blades to them and the swords had hit upon their heads, they
would have regretted upon what had happened from them. Today the Satan™ has scattered
them, and tomorrow he™ would be disavowing from them and vacating from (abandoning)
them.

26 Nahj Al-Balagah — Sermon No. 180
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It is sufficient for them, their exiting from the guidance and their reversion into the straying
and the blindness, and their hindering from the truth, and their groping (wandering) in the
darkness’.?’

Sermon 182 — And from a sermon of his@Ws —
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‘From Nowf Al-Bakaly who said, ‘Amir Al-Momineen "¢ addressed to us with this sermon and
he@¥s was standing upon stones having placed for him by Ja’dah Bin Hubeyra Al-Makhzumi,
and upon him@%s was a woollen apparel, and the belt of his®"* sword was of palm leaves,
and in his™®"s |[egs were slippers of palm leaves, and it was as if on his®"s forehead was (mark

like) the knee of a camel (due to prolonged Sajdahs).

Frgesm] 9 PRS-

Praise of Allah®*" and seeking His*"
Assistance
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He@%s said: ‘The Praise is for Allah??" Who, to Him?¥ is the destination of the creatures and
end-result of the matters. We praise Him3¥ upon the His®" Mighty Favours, and Radiant
proofs, and the increase of His* Grace and His®" Conferment(s), praise which happens to
be a fulfilment of His® Right and payment of His#% thanks, and drawing near to His??
Rewards, and obligating to the excellence of His*" Increase.
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And we seek assistance with Him3%, seeking of the one desirous for His®% Grace and
hopeful to His#" Benefits, and trusting with His?¥ Defence, and acknowledging to Him32W
with the Leniency, obedient to Him#" with the deeds and the words.
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And we believe in Him*" with the belief of the one whose hope is certain, and is penitent to
Him?™ as a Momin, and lowers to Him??" in humbleness, and sincere to Him3™¥ of being

unitarian, and magnifies His*" Glory, and seeks refuge with Him22¥ desirous, striving.
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Allah* the One
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He¥i the Glorious is not begotten so there would happen to be any participant in the Mighty,
and He?™ does not beget so there would be an inheritor after death, and neither does time
precede Him??, nor era, nor does the increase or decrease affect Him22¥, But He'#®" appears
to the intellects by what He'#" has Shown us from the signs of the intricate arrangement and
the accomplished Decrees.
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From the evidence(s) of His®" creation is the creation of the skies, pegged without pillars,
standing without support. He* Called them and they answered obediently, compliant,
without laziness or delay, and had it not been for their acknowledgment with the Lordship,
and humbleness with the obedience, He®*" would not have Made for them a place for His
awi Throne nor a dwelling for His#% Angels, nor an ascendance for the good word and the
righteous deeds from His?" creatures.
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He??" Made its start as markings what the confused one can be pointed with in various
passages of the horizon(s). The illumination of their radiance is not prevented by the curtains
of the dark night, nor does the pull of the dark night has the capacity to repel what is shining
in the skies from spreading radiance of the moon.
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Glorious is the One, the dark dusk is not hidden unto Him2?, or the gloom of a night in the
spots of the low lands, nor in spots adjacent to the highlands, nor can the thunder shudder
with it in the horizons of the sky, and the lightning of the clouds does not fade away from it,
and what falls off from leaves blown away from its falling places by various storms, and
downpours of the sky.
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And He?™ Knows the falling of the drop and its settling, and the pull of the particles (atoms)
and their flow, and what would suffice the mosquito of its subsistence and that what the
female bears in her belly.

Return to the Praise
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And the Praise is for Allah"#%, existing before the existence of the Chair, or the Throne, or sky,
or earth, or Jinn, or humans. He® cannot be realised by the imaginations, nor measured by
understandings, nor does a beggar pre-occupy Him?™, nor does an attained reduce Him32,
nor can He®™" be looked at with an eye, nor be limited by ‘where’, nor described as being
with the spouses, nor did He'#"i Create by the tools, nor can He®*¥ be detected by the senses,
nor can He®™ be compared with the people.
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The One?*" Who Spoke to Musa with a speech, and Showed him™2 from His??¥ great signs,
being without any limbs or tools, nor did He®*"i Speak with the organ of speech. But, if you
are truthful, O you one encumbered (yourself) to describe your Lord??, then describe
Jibraeel™ and the armies of the Angels of Proximity being in the Holy Chambers. Their
intellects would be perplexed from trying to limit the best of the creators.
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And rather, He®*" can be realised by the attributes of the ones with bodies and limbs, and
the one who expire when they reach the extent of its limit by perishing. So, there is no god
except He@Wl Every darkness is illuminated by His#" Light, and every light gets darkened by

His?2¥i Darkness’.
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The advising with piety
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I advise you, (O) servants of Allah#", with fearing Allah#" Who has Clothed you the feathers
and has Perfected the living for you, and if anyone could have found a ladder the remaining
(everlasting life) or (a way) a way to repel the death, that would have been Suleyman* Bin
Dawood?, the one for whom Allah®*" Subdued the kingdoms of the Jinn and the human,
along with (having) the Prophet-hood, and magnificent rank.
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But, when his food (intake) had expired, and his term was complete, the bow of termination
shot at him™® with the arrow of death, and the houses became vacant from him™5, and the
dwellings suspended, and other people inherited these.
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And surely there is a lesson for you in the previous generations. Where are the Amalekites
and the sons of Amalekites? Where are the Pharaohs' and the sons of Pharaohs™@? Where
are the companions of the cities of Al Raas? They killed the Prophets and extinguished the
Sunnah’s of the Messengers?, and they revived the sunnah’s (ways) of the tyrants. Where
are the ones who had travelled with the armies and had attacked by the thousands, and they
encamped the armies, and they built (populated) the cities?’
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And from it - ‘He@fi (Al-Mahdi-?f) will be wearing for the wisdom, its shield, and he=?fi shall
take it with entirety of its etiquettes, from the paying attention upon it and the understanding
with it, and being free for it, and it would be in hisf view, his?@fi |ost property which hefi
had been seeking it, which he3fl would be asked about.
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He?fl would be alienated when Al-Islam is alienated and striking with its extremity (like an
exhausted camel) and sticking to the ground with its sides. Hefi would be the remainder
from the remaining of His®*¥I Divine Authorities, a caliph from the caliphs of the Prophets3’.
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Then he™®Ys, may the greetings be upon him?"s, said: ‘O you people! 1% have propagated
to you all the preaching which the Prophets®® had preached with to their? communities, and
[s%s have conveyed to you all what the successors™ had conveyed to the ones after them™,
and I®* have disciplined you with my2*¥s whip, but you were not straightened, and 1" guided
you with the exhortations but you did not adhere with Allah?¥, Are you all anticipating an
imam other than me #"* to tread the path with you, and guide you to the way?
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Indeed! It has been turned away from the word what had been forwarded, and it has been
forwarded what had been turned away. And they have prepared for the departure, the good
servants of Allah?™, and they are selling little from the world which will not remain, for a lot
from the Hereafter which will not perish.
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What harmed our brothers, the ones who had shed their blood while they were at Siffeen?
Today they do not happen to be choking upon the food and drinking the turbid (water). By
Allah?2¥i1 They have met Allah#%, so He*" has Fulfilled their Rewards and has Legalised for
them the secure house after their fear.
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Where are my s brothers, the ones who had ridden the road and continued upon the truth?
Where is Ammar™ (Bin Yasser)? And where is Ibn Al Tayhan (Abu Al-Haysam Malik Bin Al-
Tayhan, a companion of Rasool-Allah*®"¥)? And where is Zul Shahadateyn (Khuzeyman Bin
Sabit Al-Ansari)? And where are their peers from their brothers, the ones who had made a
pact upon the death and their heads were dispatched to the immoral ones?’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Then he?"s struck his®"* hand upon his®%“* noble, honourable beard,
and prolonged the weeping. Then he™®"s said: ‘Aah upon my?®%s brother, the ones who
recited the Quran, so they judged by it, and they pondered the Impositions, so they
established it! They revived the Sunnah, and they killed off the innovations. They were called
to the Jihad, so they answered, and they trusted the guide, so they followed him2aswsl’
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Then he®"s called out at the top of his®%s voice: ‘The Jihad! The Jihad, (O) servants of

Allah?2¥l Indeed, and 1% am conscripting soldiers during this day of mine"s, so the one
who wants the departure to Allah??¥, let him come out!’
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Nowf (the narrator) said, ‘And he®"* tied (the flag) for Al-Husayn®** in (a battalion of) ten
thousand, and for Qays Bin Sa’ad, may Allah®*" have Mercy on him, in (a battalion of) ten
thousand, and for Abu Ayoub Al-Ansari in (a battalion) of ten thousand, and for others upon
other numbers, and he®"s wanted to return to Siffeen.
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The Friday (a week) did not rotate until the Accursed lbn Al-Muljim™, may Allah?¥ Curse

him™ struck him?%s, So the armies returned, so we were like sheep having lost their

shepherd. The wolves were devouring from it (us) from every place’.?
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Sermon 183 — From a servant of his®%“s
regarding the Power of Allah®*¥}, and
regarding merits of the Quran, and regarding
the advice with fearing Allah#*" the Exalted
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‘The Praise is for Allah®™¥, the recognised from without been seen, and the Creator from
without any toil (labour). He* Created the creation by His?*¥) Power and Enslaved the lords
by His#% Might and Prevailed over the mighty ones by His®*" Generosity.

e 5 At g% 5 s b thisd 5 s 22t LRSS AL Y g o ) ca g e Gl et D 4
S35 5 6 5 s G sladll 3 2dh Gkl BT U 5 s 3 B 5 el 5 stas i o R 2l WA G

olse
And He®W js the One™®" Who Settled His®% creatures in the world and Sent His??"
Messengers™ to the Jinn and the humans in order to uncover for them from its coverings,
and for them to be cautioned from its harms, and for them™ to strike examples for them, and
for them to be visualising (others) its (world’s) faults, and to display to them with lessons,
from the changes of its health and its sickness, and its Permissible(s) and its Prohibitions, and

28 Nahj Al-Balagah — Sermon No. 182
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what Allah®"i has Prepared for the obedient ones from them and the disobedient ones, of
Paradise and Fire, and honours and disgrace.
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I3sWs praise Him™*" to Himself*®*% like what He®*¥) Wants to be praised to His?* creatures,

and He®™% has Made a determination for all things, and a term for every determination, and
a book for every term’.
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From it —The Quran is a commander, a rebuker and a silent speaker, a Proof of Allah?¥ upon
His?" creatures. He* Took their Covenants upon it and Pledged their souls upon it. He?W
Completed His?* Noor and Perfected His# religion by it, and Recalled His®" Prophet ¥,
and he*®"Y had conveyed to the people from the rulings of guidance by it.
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Therefore, revere His?" Glory from it what He®" has Glorified of Himself#%, for nothing is
hidden from you of His®" religion, and He®" has not neglected anything of His?W
Satisfaction and His®" Dislike and Made a clear flag to be for it and a Decisive Verse rebuking
about it or calling to him. So, His®" Satisfaction regarding what remains is one (and the
same), and His*" Dissatisfaction regarding what remains is one (and the same).
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And know that He#" will never be Pleased from you with anything He®¥ Angered with upon

the ones who were before you and will never be Wrathful upon you with anything He®*¥ was
Pleased with from the ones who were before you.
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And rather you are travelling in the clear tracks, and you are speaking with a repeat of the
words which the men from before you have already spoken. He*I has Sufficed you all of the

provisions of your world, and has Urged you upon the thanking, and has obligated the Zikr
from your tongues.
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The advising with the piety
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‘And He#" has Advised you all with the piety and Made it an ending to His 3% Satisfaction,
and His?™ requirement from His®" creatures. Therefore, fear Allah®*¥/ Whom you are in
His@¥ Eyesight, and your forelock is in His®" Hand, and you are turning around in His??¥
Grip. If you are secretive, He®*" Knows it, and if you are publicly (doing it) He®™ Writes it,
and He® has Allocated Honourable Recorders with that. They are neither cutting out any
true (matter) nor are they affirming a falsehood.
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‘And know that one who fears Allah, He would Make an outlet for him [65:2] from the strife
and a light from the darkness and abide him eternally in what he desires for himself and
descend him in a house of honour with Him?™, in a house he would choose for himself. Its
shade would be His®" Throne, and its light would be His*"i Glory, and its visitors would be
His#" Angels, and its friends would be His®" Rasools™.
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Rush to the Hereafter and race to the deaths for the people, their hopes have almost been
cut off from them and they are being overwhelmed with the death and the door of
repentance has been shut from them.

You have become in similar to what the return being asked to by the ones who were before
you, and you are travellers upon a journey from a house which isn’t your house, and you have
been proclaimed from it with the departure, and you are instructed in it with the providing.
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And know that there isn’t any patience for this delicate skin upon the Fire, therefore mercy
your own selves for you have experienced it in the tribulations of the world. Have you not
seen the panic of one of you having been pricked by the thorn and the hot sand burning him?
So, how would it be when he will be between the two layers of Fire, stones as beds and paired
with Satan'2?
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Do you know that when Maalik (keeper of Hell) is angered upon the Fire, part of it shatters a
part due to his anger? And when he rebukes it, it leaps between its Doors out of panic from
his rebuke?
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O you who are aged, and the hoariness (frostiness - slow) has touched him! How would you
be tolerating the fires with the bones of the necks, and the tight handcuffs eating away the
flesh of the forearms?
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So, Allah?™i, Allah®%, O community of servants! And you are (currently) sound of health
before the illness, and in the ease before the straightness. Strive in liberating your necks from
before its pledge is closed.
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Keep your eyes open, and slim your bodies, and utilise your feet, and spend your wealth, and
take (effort) from your bodies and be generous with it upon yourselves and do not be stingy
with it - about it, for Allah??¥i the Glorious Said: If you help (the Cause of) Allah, He will Help
you and Affirm your feet [47:7].
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And the Exalted Said: Who is that who will lend Allah a goodly loan, so He would double it
for him, and for him would be an honourable Recompense [57:11]. He did not Seek your help
from disgrace, and He?™ did not ask you for a loan from scarcity. He#%¥ Asked your help
although for Him??i are armies of the skies and the earth, and Allah was always Mighty,
Wise [48:7], and He®™i asks your loan and although for Him=2" are the treasures of the skies
and the earth, [63:7] and surely Allah is the Needless, the Praised [22:64], and rather He?"i
Wants to Try you, which of you is best in deeds, [67:2].
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Rush with your deeds to become from the neighbours of Allah-3?¥! His#¥ Rasools? would be
their friends, and His®" Angels would be his visitors, and He#" will Honour their ears from
not hearing the hiss of the Fire, ever, and Protect their bodies from wearing out and
exhaustion. That is a Grace of Allah. He Gives it to the one He so Desires to, and Allah is with
the Mighty Grace [57:21].
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I#%s am saying what you are listening to, and Allah®" is the Helper upon myself3#"s and
yourselves, and He? is “Allah is Sufficient for us and the most excellent Protector’
[3:173].%°
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Sermon 184 — And from a speech of his®"*
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He?®Ys had said it to Al-Burj Bin Mus’har Al-Taie, and he had said to him@%s, where he@Ws
could hear, ‘There is no judgment except for Allah#¥l’, and he was from the Kharijites:
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‘Be quiet! May Allah?*i Make you ugly, O one with broken teeth! By Allah-?%, the truth had

appeared, and you were of weak personality and hidden (low) voice until the falsehood
blared, you sprang up like the horns of a young goat!’3°
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Sermon 185 — And from a sermon of his#%s
praising Allah?*¥ in it, and extolling upon
His??" Rasool*®""%, and he s describes a
creature from the animals
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2% Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 183
30 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 184
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Praise of Allah?*! the Exalted
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‘The Praise is for Allah#"i Who, the senses cannot realise, nor can the monuments contain
Him22%, nor can the beholders see Him3%, nor can the curtains veil Him?, and He?2
Evidence’s upon His®% eternality by the occurrence of His?"i creation, and by the occurrence
of His* creation upon His?™ Existence, and by their resemblances upon that there is no
resemblance for Him32,
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He3™i is the One®™ Who is True in His*"l Promises, and Loftier from being unjust to His?2%

servants, and Stands with justice among His®" creatures, and is Just upon them in His??
Decisions.

55 Jo o e ) B G 5 5 o 50 G s G 5 T Y i gt
The occurrences of the things testify upon His?" eternality, and with what He @ Specified

these with from the inability over His#" Power, and with what these are desperate to Him2"
from the perishing, (testifying) upon His*"i Permanence.
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He?? js One, not by enumeration (segments), and permanent not by prolongation, and
established, not by a pillar. The minds meet Him3%, not by awareness, and the openers
testify to Him?2"l not by presence. The imaginations do not encompass Him=2¥, but He2%
Manifests to these (minds) with these (Noor), and by these He* Prevents from these, and
to Him™32% is its Decision.
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He?# jsn’t with Greatness (Physically), the endpoints been extended with Him??¥ so that
He??" may be with a large body, nor is He " with Magnificence (one can visualise), the peaks

having been extended with Him??, so He®% would be large in body, but (rather) He?®™ is
Great in Glory and Magnificent is Authority.
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The mighty Rasool*2"Y
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‘And 1% testify that Muhammad™=2"¥ js His#*" servant and His®*" Messenger, the elite, and
His? Trustworthy one, the one Pleased with. He?% Sent him*"" with the Obligation of Hajj
and manifesting the fissures and clarifying the manifesto. He*®"¥ delivered the Message
proclaiming it, and carried upon the goal pointing to it, and established the signs of guidance
and illuminating minarets and making the pillars of Islam to be solid and exposed the Eman
and its reliability’.
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From it — in description of the wonder of the
creation of a variety from the animals
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‘And if they were to think regarding the magnificence of the Power and immense bounties,
they would return to the path and fear the burning Punishment, but the hearts are sick, and
the sights are dim.
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Are they not looking at the small of what He®" has Created, how Wise is its creation, and
intricate are its installations, and He®" has Split the hearing and the sight for it and has
Evened the bones and the skin for it.

S ) e B2 5 el e 255 G S gl Y 5 el bl A Y e 50 5 e e g sl ) 1l

ylia) a5y 3 gl s g 4o g g el 5 s )
Look at the ant in the smallness of its body and the delicateness of its form! It can almost not
be attained by a glance of the eye, nor are the thoughts aware of it. How it crawls upon its
ground and leaps upon its sustenance, transferring the seed to its chamber and leaves it in its

dwelling, collecting in its heat (summer) for it’s cold (winter), and during its strength for its
weakness.
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It is guaranteed of its sustenance and Graced by its fitness. The Benefactor is not Heedless of
it nor does the Judge Deprive it, and even if it were to be in a dry rock or the fixed stone.
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And if you were to think regarding the flow of its feed and in its upper part and its lower part,
and what is in the interior from the rib cartilages of its belly and what is in the head, from its
eyes and its ears, you would judge a wonder from its creation, and would be too exhausted
from describing it.
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Exalted is the One??"l Who Established it upon its pillars (legs) and Built it upon its structure.
No origination had participated with Him#" is originating it, and no power had assisted
Him™32 Creating it.
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And if you were to strike in the doctrines of your thoughts, you would reach to its peak what
the evidence(s) would only point you upon that the Origination of the ant, He®" is the
Originator of the palm tree, due to the detailed intricacies of all things, and the different
mysteries of all living beings, and what is the majestic and the subtle, and the heavy and the
light, and the strong and the weak in its creation, is only the same One.

Creation of the sky and the universe
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Like that are the sky, and the air, and the winds, and the water. Look at the sun, and the moon,
and the vegetation, and the tree, and the water, and the rocks, and interchange of this night
and the day, and bursting of these oceans, and the plentiful-ness of these mountains, and the
length of these peaks, and diversity of these languages, and the different tongues.
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So, woe be unto the one who rejects the Determiner and denies the Manager. They are
alleging that these are like the vegetation not having any farmer for them, nor is there any
Maker of these different images, and they are not sheltering to any argument regarding what
they are claiming, nor any research to what they have heard; and can there happen to be a
building from without there being a builder, or an offence without there being an offender?
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Creation of the locust
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And if you so desire, you can say (reflect) regarding the locust when two red eyes have been
Created for it, and two moon-lit pupils have been lighted for it, and hidden ears have been
Made to be for it, and even mouth has been opened up for it, and the strong perceptions
have been Made for it, and two front-teeth to saw with, and two claws to grab with these.
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The farmers dread them regarding their farms, and they are not able upon repelling them,
and even if they were to pull (their efforts) together, until they (locusts) return the farm in
their attach and fulfil their desires from it, and (even though) their whole body does not
happen to be (like) a thin finger.
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Blessed is Allah®V/ Who, perform Sajdah, ones in the skies and the earth, willingly and
unwillingly, [13:15], and fold to Him?%, cheek and face, and submit to Him?* with the
obedience, in strength and the weakness, and give to Him3?¥ the control, in dread and fear.
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The bird is Subdued to His*" Command. He®*" Keeps count of the number of the feathers
from it, and the breaths, and Causes it’s feet to be upon the wet and the dry. He®" has
Determined it’s subsistence and Counts it’s species. So, this is a crow, and this is an eagle, and
this is a pigeon, and this is an ostrich, Calling each bird by its name and Guarantees it’s
sustenance.
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And He®% Grew the thick clouds and Scattered them and Numbered their types. He #"
Moistened the earth after it’s dryness and Extracted it’s vegetation after it’s bareness’.3!
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Sermon 186 — And from a speech of his#%s
regarding the Tawheed, and this sermon
gathers from the principles of knowledge
what not sermon has gathered
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‘He has not believed in His®*¥ Oneness, one who has accorded a qualitative state to Him=2,
nor can His?W reality be attained by one striking an example for Him#%, nor does he mean
Him™2% the one according resemblance to Him#, nor has He®*" aimed to Him™#" one who
indicates to Him32,
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And he imagines that everything known by itself is Made, and everything standing besides
Him2™i js an effect. He®™ js a Doer not by moving a tool, Able not by wandering His??¥
thought, rich not by benefits. The times do not accompany Him*#" nor do the instruments
assist Him3i, His@Wi Existence precedes the times and then His#% non-existence and His
azwj eternality precedes His®V beginning.
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By His®™i Causing awareness of the sensory perceptions it is know that there are no sensory
perceptions for Him?™, and by His®" Creating contradictions between the matters it is
known that there is no contradictor to Him#%, and by His®* Pairing between the things it is

31 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 185
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known that there is no pair for Him#". He®%i Contradicted the light with the darkness, and
the brightness with the gloom, and the dryness with the moisture, and the heat with the cold.
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He?™i Compiled between the inimical matters, pairing between their diversities, Drawing
closer between their distant, Separating between their close ones. He®" is not confined by
limitation nor can He®¥ be calculated by numbers, and rather the parts limit themselves, and
the instruments indicate to their matching ones.
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(The word) ‘since’ prevents the eternality, and (the word) ‘already’ protects the forever, and
(the word) ‘Had it not been for’ keeps aside the perfection. Through these, His?* Making
flashes at the intellects, and the eyes are prevented from looking.
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‘The stability and the movement do not flow upon Him??, and how can it flow upon Him=32V
what He?2 is the Causer of its flow, and return to Him?™ what He®%i s its Initiator, and
occur in Him? what He®2 had Caused to occur? Then His?2 Self would have been diverse,
and His?™i Being would have been segmented, and it’s meaning is He®*" would have been
prevented from been eternal, but for Him?™ there can only be a back when a front can be
found to be for Him, and the completion can only be sought when the deficiency is
necessitated.
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And when a Sign establishes forbiddance with regards to it, and the evidence turns after
having pointed upon Him#", and comes out with the authorisation of the forbiddance from
preferring in it what is in others, which neither turns nor declines, nor is the fading allowed
upon Him32W,
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He?2 does not beget, so (otherwise) He®*" would happen to be born, and is not begotten
so (otherwise) He® would become limited. He*" is more Majestic from taking sons, and
Pure from touching the women. The imaginations cannot attain Him2?" so you could measure
Him?™, nor does the acumen imagine Him?*¥, so you could image Him3", nor can the
senses realise Him?™, so you could feel Him?™%, nor can the hands touch Him#" so you
could touch Him?, nor does He?*" Change with states, nor is He®" replaced by the
situations.
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Neither do the nights and days exhaust Him??, nor does the illumination and the darkness
change Him#%, nor can He®*"i be described by a thing from the parts, nor with the limbs and
the body parts, nor by width from the widths, nor by the alienation and the substitution, nor
can it be said for Him?? to be any limit or an end-point, nor a termination nor a peak, nor
that the things would overcome Him=?" or contain Him#", nor that the things carry Him32",
so He®" would Incline to it or Prepare for it.
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He?™i doesn’t Diffuse into the things, nor come out from these. He®% Informs, not by a
tongue and tone, and He®" Hears, not by a hole and an instrument. He®" is Saying, not
orally, and He*" Preserves, not by memorising, and He®* Wants not by cherishing, He3?%
Loves and He?™ is Pleased from without a delicateness, and He??"i Hates from without a
difficulty.

L 08 ¢ s s s J5 0 35 14k sladf s 1w s 2}%@3&@% AR o RO RC s o ks
LE Y oK

He?2 js Saying, whenever He®*" Intends its existence: “Be!”, so it comes into being, neither
by a voice reciting, nor a call being heard. And rather, the Speech of the Glorious is a deed
from Him™3¥i He?™Wi Created, and the like of it did not happen to exist before that; and had it
been eternally it would have been a second god.
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It cannot be said to Him?" that He®W existed after not existing, so the attributes of the

occurrences would flow upon Him?32%, and there would not happen to be any distance
between these and Him?*¥ nor would be there be any merit for Him#" upon these.
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Then, the Maker and the made would be equal, and the Beginner and the begun would be
the same. He?™i Created the creatures from without there being an example (to relate to),
free from others, and was not assisted upon Creating these by anyone from His*#" creatures.
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And He®¥i Created the earth and Withheld them from without being busy, and Set it up upon
without calmness, and up-righted it without any legs, and quadrated it without pillars, and
Fortified it from the twists and turns (convolutions), and Prevented it from the rushing and
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relaxing, (and) Set up its pegs (mountains), and Struck its barriers, and Widened its springs,
and Lowered (Furrowed) its valleys.

P PR Lf&c \;w §udi gl O 2 sh 5 eaks 5wl Gl sl 5h 25 G a5 55 U NPT

He??"i was neither disgraced from what He"#*" Built, nor was He*" weakened by what He??¥
Strengthened, and He®% was Apparent upon it with His?™ Authority and His?"
Magnificence, and the Hidden to it with His®*" Knowledge and His?®% recognition, and the
Exalted upon all things from these by His®" Majesty and His?* Might.
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There is nothing He®" Seeks from these frustrates Him?%, nor is He®% Prevented upon
overcoming it, nor does the quick one from these escapes Him??* and He®*"i Precedes it, not
is He?"i needy to one with the wealth to sustain Him?2¥, The things are humbled to Him=?,
being disgraced in servility to His?*% Magnificence, not having the ability to flee from His?2%i
Authority to someone else, to prevent its benefits and its harm.

e ol eli) s Bl o 5 e 3RS B33 e B8 Uogdd A U A8 58 fye s 5l ¥ 5 B 48 g

st 5 L)

And there is no match for Him#" to equal Him#, nor is there a peer for Him?? to equate
to Him?2¥, He®Wi is the Perisher of these after their existence until its existence becomes like
it being lost. And the perishing of the world after its beginning isn’t stranger than its creation
and its invention.
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How (can they), and even if the entirety of its animals and its birds and its beasts are gathered,
and whatever was from its stages and its endings, and the types of its likes, and its species,
and cities of its communities (gather) upon bringing into being a mosquito, they would not be
able upon its occurrence, nor would they know the way to inventing it, and their intellects
would be confused in the knowledge of that, and their frustrations would fade their strengths,
and they would turn back lost?
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A well-known way that these are subdued, acknowledging the inability of creating it, yielding
with the weakness from perishing it, and He®%, the Glorious would Repeat it, after the
perishing of the world, Alone, without there being anything with Him#" just as it was before
its beginning. Similar to that it would come into being after its perishing, without a time, nor
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a place, nor a while, nor an era. During that, the terms and the timings would be non-existent,
and the years and the hours would fade away.
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Thus, there would be nothing except the One ", the Subduer Who, to Him??* would come
the entirety of the affairs, with there being any power from these to begin its own creation,
and without a prevention from these to perish, and had they the power upon the prevention,
their survival would have been permanent. It would not have adapted the making of anything
from these when it makes it, and a creation would not be repeated from these what He?%
had Formed and Created, and He®*" does not Bring these into being for the strengthening of
His2 Authority, nor for fear from the decline and loss, nor for being assisted by these against
an adversary.
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He?2"i Multiplied these, not for being protected by these from an adversary consulting, nor
for increasing with the in His®% Kingdom, nor for the increasing an associate in His?"
association, nor for the loneliness which was from Him22¥ so He#2"i Wanted to be comforted
to these.
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Then, He®¥ would be Annihilating these after their coming into being, not out of boredom
entering upon Him?™ in its utilisation and its management, nor for the rest (of aspects)
connected to it, nor for the weight of a thing from these upon Him3%, nor is the length of its
survival an excuse for Him32% so He®" would Call it to a speedy perishing, but the Glorious
One®% Would Manage it by His?% Subtleness, and Withhold it by His?**I Command, and
Precision it in His®* Power.
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Then He Y would Repeat it after the perishing from without there being any need from it to
Him™22, nor to be assisted by anything from it upon Him22¥, nor for an exchange from a state
of loneliness to be comforted, nor from a state of ignorance and blindness to a state of
knowledge and contact, nor from poverty and need to richness and abundance, nor from

humiliation and Placing it to Mighty and Power’ .32

32 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 186
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Sermon 187 — And from a sermon of his@"s,
and it is regarding mention of the epic
events
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‘Indeed! By my2"s father?® and my?"* mother?* (be sacrificed for) the ones whose names in
the sky are well-known and in the earth are unknown.
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Indeed! Anticipate what would be happening from the turning back (termination) of your
affairs, and the cutting off of your connections, and utilising your young ones for that, when
a strike of the sword upon the Momin would be easier than (earning) the Dirham (one cent)
from Permissible means. That would be when the Reward of the beggar would be greater
than the giver. That would be when you will be intoxicated from other than a drink, but from
bounties and plenty!
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And you will be swearing from without any desperation and lying without any
embarrassment. That would be when the afflictions would bite you just as the saddle hurts
the wild camel. How prolonged will these tribulations be and how remote would be this relief!
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O you people! Cast off these reins which are carrying on its back the load from your hands
(sins). Do not split away from your ruling authority for you will condemn the stupidity of your
own deeds, not storm into what is facing you from the bursting flames of Fitna and take

yourself away from its teeth and vacate the way for it, so by my Vs [ifel The Momin would
be destroyed in its flames and other Muslims would be safe in it.
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But rather, my#%s example among you is an example of the lamp in the darkness. One who
enters it would be illuminated by it, therefore listen, O you people, and retain, and present
the ears of your hearts, you will understand!’33
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Sermon 188 — And from a sermon of his@"s
regarding advising with the matters
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The piety
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‘O you people! I**s advise you all with fearing Allah®*"i and frequent praising Him=?*i upon
His#¥ Favours to you, and His®" bounties upon you, and His?** goodness to you. How much
He?? has Specialised you with bounties, and Dealt with you with Mercy. You bared to Him32¥
(sinning openly), So He* Covered you, and you exposed yourselves to His?¥ Seizure, but
He 22" Respited you.

The death
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And I"#%s gdvise you all with remembering the death and reduce the heedlessness about it.
And how can you be heedless from what isn’t heedless with you all, and you are coveting
regarding the one (Angel of death) who won’t be respiting you?
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33 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 187
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It suffices as a preaching with the one dying you are witnessing. They are being carried to
their graves without riding (themselves), and they are being descended into these without
going down themselves. It is as if they did not happen to live for the world, and it is as if the
Hereafter did not cease to be a house for them.
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They have made lonely what had been their homeland, and made their homeland what had
been lonely, and they pre-occupied with what they were to separate from, and they wasted
what they were to be transferred to. They are neither capable of transferring away from an
ugly deed, nor are they capable of increasing good deeds. They were comforted with the
world, and it deceived them, and they relied with it, so it knocked them down.
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The quickness of depletion
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May Allah3?% have Mercy on you all! Race to your dwelling which you have been Commanded
to build them, and which you are to be desirous in it, and you have been called to, and
complete the bounties upon you with the patience upon His?®% obedience and shunning
His* disobedience, for tomorrow is near from today. How quick are the times during the
day, and quickness of the days during the month, and quickness of the months during the

year, and quickness of the years during the lifetime’.3*
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Sermon 189 — And from a speech of his®"*
regarding the Eman and obligation of the
emigrating
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Divisions of Eman
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‘From the Eman is what happens to be affirmed, stable in the hearts, and from it is what
happens to be lent (temporary) between the hearts and the chests to a known term. So, when
there happens to be disavowing for you from anyone, then pause it until the death presents
him. During that the restriction of the disavowing falls.
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Obligation of emigrating

A e a5 Y] el e ik s ¥ G 5 i) ks e o0 81 8 0870 I s e e 5

s steg 5 050 i A il 1 e ey 0 3 Y 5 e 5l s BT 5 e ol
And the emigration stands upon its former limits. Whatever were to be for Allah®¥ regarding
people of the earth is needy of a stable community and its announcements. The name
(emigration) does not fall upon anyone except by recognition of the Divine Authority in the
earth. So, the one who recognises it and acknowledges with it, so he is an emigrant. And the
name ‘Weakened’ does not fall upon the one the argument reaches him. His ears hear it, and
his heart retains it.
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The correction of Eman
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And the name ‘Weakened’ does not fall upon the one the argument reaches him. His ears
hear it, and his heart retains it. Our®"s matter is difficult, becoming more difficult. No one
can endure it except a Momin whose heart is Tested by Allah-?" for the Eman, nor can our3W"s
Ahadeeth be retained except the trustworthy chests and level-headed minds.
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Knowledge of the successor?"s
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O you people! Ask me@¥s before you lose me@"s, for I"#%s am more knowing with the paths
of the sky than of the earth, before the Fitna works its feet trampling in its noose and does
away with the dreams of its people’.3>
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Sermon 190 — And from a sermon of his "% —
He?s"s praised Allah**¥I and extolled upon
His®*™ Prophet*"%, and preached with the

piety
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35 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 189
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Praise of Allah?W

3
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‘IWs praise Him?2¥ thanking for His? Conferment’s and seek His®" Assistance upon
fulfilling His®2" rights. He® js of the Mighty army, Magnificence of the Glory.
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The extollations upon the Prophet=aVW
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And 1% testify that Muhammad™="" is His®¥ servant and His®" Rasool*"¥, calling to
His?? obedience, and compelling His®" enemies fighting from His?™ Religion, not
dissuading him*®"W from that, having gathered upon belying him*"“%¥ and seeking to
extinguishing His?™ Light.
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The preaching with the piety
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‘Therefore, hold on to the fear of Allah®?%, for there is a rope for it, its handhold is firm, its
shelter is invincible, lofty, and rush towards the death in its immersing, and be guided to it
before its permeation, and prepare for it before its descent, for the peak is the Day of
Judgment. And that suffices as a preaching for one who uses his intellect, and a lesson for one
who is ignorant.
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And before reaching the peak is he narrowness of the graves, and difficulties of the despair,
and the emergence of the horrors, and awe-striking panic, and interchange of the ribs, and

the deafness of the ears, and darkness of the grave, and fear of the threat, and covering of
the tomb, and blocking of the slabs.
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‘(Fear) Allah-#2%il (Fear) Allah32¥, servants of Allah#%, for the world is going with you upon a
(established) manner, and you and the Hour are in a pairing, and it is as if it has already come
with its conditions and approached with its signs, and paused with you upon its path, and as
if it has come with its earthquakes, and has put out its claws, and the world has broken up its
inhabitants, and thrown them out from its embrace.
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So (now) it is as if a day has passed, and a month has expired, and its new one has become
old, and its fat one (has become) thin. In a pausing, the place is narrow, and the matters are
greatly confusing, and the Fire, its pain is severe, its flames rising higher, its sparks spreading,
its exhalation furious, its blazes in waves, its cooling is remote, that is its ignition, its threat is
fearful, its bottom is deep, its horizons are dark, its measurement is vast, (all of its) matters
are horrible.
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And their Lord would Escort those who are pious to the Paradise in groups [39:73]. They
would have been secured from the Punishment, and the exhaustion termination, and pushed

away from the Fire, and the House having been secured with them, and they would be pleased
of the abode and the settlement.
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Those whose deeds in the world were pure, and their eyes were crying, and their nights in
their world were (like) days, fearing and seeking Forgiveness, and their days were (like) nights,
lonely and being cut off (from others). So, Allah***I Made the Paradise for them as a Reward,
and they would be more deserving of it and its rightful ones in the permanent kingdom and
everlasting Bliss.
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So, take care servants of Allah®¥ of what by taking care of it your successful ones will
succeed, and by wasting it your falsifying ones will lose. And rush to your (end of) terms with
your (good) deeds, for you are pledge with what you have done in the past, and you will be
owed of what you are sending ahead, and it is as if the feared (death) has descended with
you, so there is neither any return to be achieving (good deeds) nor any stumble to be
eradicating.
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May Allah? Utilise us“* and you all in His?®" obedience and obedience to His?W
Rasool*®™"%, and Pardon us?"s and you all with the Grace of His#" Mercy!
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Stick to the ground and be patient upon the afflictions, and do not move your hands and your
swords, and refrain your tongues, and do not be hasty with what Allah?¥ has not Hastened
for you. Surely the one from you who dies upon his bed while he is upon the recognition of
his Lord?*", and right of His®* Rasool*®*% and People"s of his*™¥ Household, would die
as martyr. His®® Recompense would fall upon Allah®, and he would be Obligated the
Rewards of whatever righteous deeds he had intended, and the intention would stand in
place of his unsheathing his sword. Surely for everything there is a period and a term’.3¢
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Sermon 191 — And from a sermon of his?@*"Ws —
He s praised Allah**! and extolled upon
His**¥ Prophet, and he advised with the
asceticism and the piety
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‘The Praise of Allah?"il His® Praise is spread among the creatures, and His®" army is
prevailing and His?*¥ Mighty is Exalted. 1" praise Him?* upon His®" connected bounties
and His®" Favours which is the Might of His?" Leniency. He®*" Pardons and Dispenses
justice in all what He®*¥ Decrees.
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He?? Knows what is continuing and what has already passed. He®*¥i Began the creation by
His®" Knowledge, and Created them by His#" Wisdom without being led, nor learning, nor

36 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 190
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emulation to an (prior) example of a wise maker, nor committing a mistake nor presence of
an assembly.
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The mightiest Rasool
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And 1% testify that Muhammad=a"¥ is His®*¥ servant and His®*" Rasool*"V. He¥" Sent
him while the people were striking in depths (of darkness) and were wandering in confusion.
The reins of destruction were leading them and the rusted locks were locked upon their
hearts.

e Mo
Ssid) 5 Al dusdll

The advice with the asceticism and the piety
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Servants of Allah22¥! |%s advise you all with fearing Allah-#2%, for it is a right of Allah"#*" upon
you and the obligation to Allah@%¥ of your rights, and you should be seeking Assistance of
Allah??i ypon it, and you should be seeking Assistance of Allah??¥ with it, for the piety today
is the protection and the shield, and tomorrow it is the path to the Paradise.
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Its way is clear and its travel profits, and its holder protects and does not depart (from it). It
had presented itself unto the past communities from you, and the ones to follow due to their
need to it tomorrow when Allah?" will Repeat what He?*¥ Began, and Take what He®*¥ had
Given, and Asks about what He®¥ had Bestowed.
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How few are the ones who accept it and carry it as is the right of carrying it. They are few in

number and they are the people Allah?*i the Glorious Described when He*" Said: and a few
from My servants are grateful [34:13].
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Therefore, hasten with your ears to it and intensify your efforts upon it, and make is a
replacement for every past action, and compatible from every opponent. Wake up from your
sleep with it, and cut (pass) your day with it, and make your hearts aware, and wash your sins
with it, and medicate the sicknesses with it, and rush to the deaths being with it, and take
lessons with the one who wasted it, and the ones who follow it should not take lessons from
you.
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Indeed! Fortify it and be fortified with it, and be removed from the world and yearning to the
Hereafter, and do not drop down the one whom the piety has raised up, and do not raise the
one whom the world has raised up, and do not look at its flashes nor listen to its speaker, nor
respond to its crier, nor be illuminated by its shining light, nor be tempted by its precious
things, for its flashes are deceitful, and its speakers are liars, and its wealth is plundered, and
its previous things are confiscated.
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Indeed, and it allures the ones turning away, and stubborn of going ahead, and extremely
treacherous, and rejects the truth, and severe in abandoning, and desperate in inclining. Its
situating keeps changing, and its treading are shaky, and its honour is a disgrace, and its
seriousness is a joke, and its highness is lowness.
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It is a house of war, and plunder, and looting, and ruination. Its people are upon a leg and are
being usher, and for departing and separation. Its doctrines are confusing (the people), and
its fleers are frustrated, and its seekers are disappointed. The intellects yield them, and the
dwelling expel them, and the cunningness fatigues them.
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From (them is like) a camel slayed and meat stripped off and a body slaughtered and blood
spilt, and a biter upon his own hands, and one clasping his hands, and one clasping his cheeks,

and one condemning his own view, and one retracting from his determination.
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The means have turned back and the evils are coming over, and there is no time for escape.
Far beit! Far be it! It has been lost what is lost, and it has gone what has gone while the world
continues in its usual way. So, the sky and the earth did not weep upon them, nor were they
Respited [44:29] 37
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Sermon 192 — And from a sermon of his?®%s
named as ‘Al Qas’a’, and in includes
condemnation of Iblees™'®, may Allah?*Vi
Curse him™ upon his™" arrogance, and his™
having neglected the Sajdah to Adam™, may
the greetings be upon him?5, and he' was
the first one to reveal the disobedience and
follow the self-pride, and cautioning the
people from travelling his™? path.
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‘The Praise is for Allah®*i Who Wears the Honour and the Greatness and has Chosen the two
for Himself2*¥ besides His?* creatures, and Made them a Curse and Prohibition upon others,
and He®% Chose them for His®*% Majesty.

Oleaa)l W,

37 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 191
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The chief of disobedience
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And He®% Made the Curse to be upon the one from the His®% servants who contends
Him32% regarding these two. Then He?™W Tried His®* Angels of Proximity with that in order
to distinguish between the humble ones from them, from the arrogant ones.
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So, the Glorious Said, and He#%i js the Knower with the consciences of the hearts and hidden
matters of the unseen: “I am going to Create a human from clay [38:71] So when | Complete
him and Breath from My spirit into him, then fall down to him in Sajdah!” [38:72] So the
Angels performed Sajdah, all of them altogether [38:73] Except Iblees. [38:74].
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The self-conceitedness blocked him™ and he™ prided upon Adam* with his™ creation and
was biased against him?s of his? origin, so (this) enemy of Allah®*¥ is the leader of the
prejudicial ones, and fore-runner of the arrogant ones who laid the foundations of the
prejudices, and contended Allah*¥ of the Robe of the Greatness and put on the apparel of
haughtiness and removed the mask of the humility.
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Are you not seeing how Allah-?2" Belittled him™ due to his™@ arrogance and Placed him'@ down

due to his™ claim to highness? So, He?**i Made him™ expelled in the world, and Prepared for
him™@ the Blazing Fire in the Hereafter?
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The Trial of Allah2*¥ to His?* creatures
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And if Allah?¥ the Glorious Wanted to Create Adam™® from Light, its light dazzling the sights
and its illumination amazing the intellects, and its aroma catching the breaths recognising it,
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would have Done so, and had He? Done so, the necks would have been humbled to him™,
and the trials regarding him?* would have been light upon the Angels, but Allah®"i the
Glorious Tries His#% creatures with part of what they are ignorant of its origin, to distinguish
them with the Trial, and a negation of the arrogance from them, and distancing of the pride
from them.

sl b

Seeking the lesson
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Therefore, take lesson with what was from a Deed of Allah®¥ with Iblees'™ when He@2Wi
Dropped his™ lengthy deed and his™ extensive efforts, and he™@ had worshipped Allah-?% for
six thousand years — it is not known whether is it from the years of the world or from the
years of the Hereafter about the largeness of one hour. So, who is that after Iblees' who is
safe to Allah®¥ the Glorious with a similar disobedience?
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Never! It will not be for Allah?*¥ the Glorious to Enters a human being into the Paradise due
to a matter He®¥ Expelled an Angel. His* Decision regarding the people of the skies and
people of the earth is one, and there is no allowance between Allah*" and anyone regarding
legalisation of a matter He* had Prohibited unto the worlds.
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The cautioning from the Satan™
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Be cautioned, servants of Allah?, of him™ infecting you with his™ sickness, and provoke you
with his™ cavalry and his™ infantry. (1% swear) by my?*s lifel He' has placed for you the
arrow of intimidation, and deceived you with the intense stretching, and shoot at you from a
nearby place. He said, ‘Lord! Due to You having Misled me, | will adorn for them in the earth
and will mislead them in their entirety [15:39].
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Although he™ had said so only by guessing about the unknown future and by wrong
conjecturing, yet the sons of vanity, the brothers of prejudices and the horsemen of pride and
ignorance proved him to be true, to the extent that when disobedient persons from among
you bowed before him™2, and his™ greed about you gained strength; and what was a hidden
secret turned into a clear fact, he' spread his™ full control over you and marched with his™
forces towards you.
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Then they pushed you into the hollows of disgrace, threw you into the whirlpools of slaughter,
and trampled you, wounding you by striking your eyes with spears, cutting your throats,
tearing your nostrils, breaking your limbs and taking you in ropes of control towards the fire
already prepared. In this way he'® became more harmful to your religion and a greater kindler
of flames (of mischief) about your worldly matters than the enemies against whom you
showed open opposition and against whom you marched your forces.
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You should therefore spend all your force against him™, and all your efforts against him™,
because, by Allah?™i, he™ boasted over your (i.e., Adam's) origin, questioned your position
and spoke lightly of your lineage. He™" advanced on you with his army, and brought his™
infantry towards your path. They are chasing you from every place, and they are hitting you
at every finger joint. You are not able to defend by any means, nor can you repulse them by
any determination. You are in the thick of disgrace, the ring of constriction, the field of death
and the way of distress.
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You should therefore put out the fires of haughtiness and the flames of intolerance that are
hidden in your hearts. This vanity can exist in a Muslim only by the machinations of Satan™,
his™@ haughtiness, mischief and whisperings. Make up your mind to have humility over your
heads, to trample self-pride under your feet and to cast off vanity from your necks. Adopt
humility as the weapon between you and your enemy, Satan™ and his™ forces. He certainly
has, from every people, fighters, helpers, infantry and cavalry.
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Do not be like him (Qabeel™) who feigned (pretended) superiority over the son of his own
mother without any distinction given to him by Allah?"l except the feeling of envy, which
created his feeling of greatness in him and the fire of anger that vanity kindled in his™ heart.
Satan™ blew into his™ nose his™ own vanity, after which Allah??* gave him™' remorse and
made him™ responsible for the sins of all killers up to the Day of Qiyamah.
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The cautioning from the arrogance
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Indeed! You strove hard in revolting and created mischief on the earth in open opposition to
Allah?™ and in challenging the Momineen over fighting. (Fear) Allah??¥! (Fear) Allah in
feeling proud of your vanity and boasting over ignorance, because this is the root of enmity
and the design of Satan™® where he™ has been deceiving past people and bygone ages, with
the result that they fell into the gloom of his ignorance and the hollows of his' misguidance,
submitting to his™ driving and accepting his™ leadership.
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In this matter the hearts of all the people were similar, and centuries passed by upon it, and
there was vanity which chests were constricted by.
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The cautioning from obeying the arrogant
ones
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Indeed, the caution! The caution from obeying your leaders and elders who felt proud of their
achievements and boasted about their lineage. They hurled the (liability for) things on
Allah??¥i and quarrelled with Allah?" regarding what He#?¥ did with them, contesting His?"
Decree and disputing His@™ Favours. Certainly, they are the main foundation of obstinacy,
the chief pillars of mischief and the swords of pre-Islamic boasting over forefathers.
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Therefore, fear Allah®*¥, do not become antagonistic to His®¥ Favours on you, nor jealous
of His®" bounty over you, and do not obey the claimants (of Islam) whose dirty water you
drink along with your clean one, whose ailments you mix with your well-being and whose
wrongs you allow to enter into your rightful matters.

Loag, 7 L% o oz 2 @ o A4 z oy (PR R <& 8,8 <o % . 28 - %
55a0 Bt pgzdl Je 5l Gl 5 o e s 2 02 5 IS Gl i) SRS GaR)) 2RT 5 G2l [2AT] 2ael 28 5
o2 35U 5 008 1230 5 o5 i S0 (Sl B T 5 1K 5 VA

And they are the foundation of vice and the linings of disobedience. Satan® has made them
carriers of misguidance and the soldiers with whom he™ attacks the people. They are
interpreters through whom he™ speaks in order to steal away your wits, enter into your eyes
and blow into your ears. In this way he'™ makes you the victim of his™ arrows, the treading
ground of his footsteps and source of strength for his' hands.
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The lessons with the past ones
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Take instruction from how Allah®%’s Wrath, Violence, Chastisement and Punishment fell
upon the arrogant nations before you. Take admonition from the resting places of their
cheeks and their bodies, and seek Allah-#"'s Protection from the dangers of pride, as you seek
His#¥ Protection from calamities. Certainly, if Allah®" were to Allow anyone to indulge in
pride He®¥ would have Allowed it to His®*" Selected Prophets® and His®*" Guardians2s"s,
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But Allah®, the Glorious, Disliked vanity for them and Liked humbleness for them.
Therefore, they laid their cheeks on the ground, smeared their faces with dust, bent
themselves down for the Momineen and remained humble people. Allah-?*I Tried them with
hunger, Afflicted them with difficulty, Tested them with fear, and Upset them with troubles.
Therefore, do not regard wealth and progeny as being the criterion for Allah's Pleasure and
Werath, as you are not aware of the chances of mischief and Trials during richness and power.
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Allah?2, the Glorious and Exalted Said: Are they reckoning that rather We Extended to them
with from wealth and children, [23:55] We are hastening to them regarding the good
things? But, they are not perceiving [23:56].
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Certainly, Allah®% the Glorious Tries His?" servants, the arrogant ones regarding
themselves, through His#Y friends, the ones deemed as weak in their eyes.
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Reverence of the Prophets™*
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And Musa Bin Imran along with his™ brother? Haroun had gone to Pharaoh™, and upon
them™* were woollen coats, and in their? hands was the staff.
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They? guaranteed him™ retention of his country and continuity of his™ honour if he'
submitted, but he™ said: "Do you not wonder at these two men guaranteeing me™ the
continuity of my'™ honour and the retention of my™ country although you see their? poverty
and lowliness. Otherwise, why do they™® not have gold bangles on their® wrists?" He said so
feeling proud of his™ gold and collected possessions, and belittling the wool and its wearing.
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And if Allah?¥ the Glorious Wanted with His#" Prophets?S, when He#?" Sent them, He?%
would have opened for them the hordes of gold and mines of gold and planted gardens, and
Gathered with them birds of the sky and animals of the earth, would have Done so, and had
He?2i Done so, the afflictions would have dropped, and the Recompense would have been
invalidated, and the news would have ended.
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Those who accepted could not be given the recompense falling due after Trial and the
Momineen could not deserve the Rewards for good acts, and all these words would not have
retained their meanings. But Allah?¥i the Glorious, Makes His®¥ Prophets™? firm in their
determination and gives them weakness of appearance as seen from the eyes, along with
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contentment that fills the hearts and eyes resulting from care-freeness, and with want that
pains the eyes and ears.
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If the Prophets™®® possessed authority that could not be assaulted, or honour that could not
be damaged or domain towards which the necks of people would turn and the saddles of
mounts could be set, it would have been very easy for people to seek lessons and quite from
them being the arrogance.
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They would have then accepted Eman out of fear felt by them or inclination attracting them,
and the intention of them all would have been the same, although their actions would have
been different. Therefore, Allah®*¥ the Glorious Wanted that people should follow His?2¥
Prophets?, acknowledge His?® Books, remain humble before His#" Face, obey His?™i
Command and accept His*" obedience with sincerity in which there should not be an iota of
anything else; and as the Trial and Tribulation would be stiffer, the Reward and Recompense
too should be larger.
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The Holy Kaaba
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Do you not see that Allah®%, the Glorious has Tried all the people among those who came
before, beginning with Adam™5, up to the last ones in this world with stones which vyield
neither benefit nor harm, which neither see nor hear. He®¥ Made those stones into His??"
Sacred House which He®¥ Made a standby for the people. He#%i Placed it in the most rugged
stony part of the earth and on a highland with least soil thereon, among the narrowest valleys
between rough mountains, soft sandy plains, springs of scanty water and scattered habitants,
where neither camels nor horses nor cows and sheep can prosper.
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Then He®" Commanded Adam™* and his™* sons to turn their attention towards it. In this way
it became the centre of their journey in seeking pastures and the rendezvous for meeting of
their carrier-beasts, so that human spirits hasten towards it from distant waterless deserts,
deep and low-lying valleys and scattered islands in the seas. They shake their shoulders in
humbleness, recite the slogan of having reached His®*" Audience, march with swift feet, and
have dishevelled hair and dusted faces. They throw their pieces of cloth on their backs, they
have marred the beauty of their faces by leaving the hair uncut as a matter of great Test,
severe Tribulation, open Trial, and extreme Refining. Allah®** has Made it a means to His??¥
Mercy and an approach to His?¥ Paradise.
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If Allah??%, the Glorious, had Placed His®" Sacred House and His®*"I Monuments among
plantations, streams, soft and level plains, plenty of trees, an abundance of fruits, a thick
population, close habitats, golden wheat, lush gardens, green land, watered plains, thriving
orchards and crowded streets, the amount of Recompense would have decreased because of
the lightness of the Trial.
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If the foundation on which the House is borne and the stones with which it has been raised
had been of green emerald and red rubies, and there had been brightness and effulgence,
then this would have lessened the action of doubts in the breasts, would have dismissed the
effect of Iblees™s activity from the hearts, and would have stopped the surging of suspicions
in people.
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But Allah®% Tries His?" creatures by means of different troubles, (and) Wants them to
render worship through hardships and involves them in distresses, all in order to extract out
arrogance from their hearts, to settle down humbleness in their spirits and to make all this an
open door for His®¥ Favours and an easy means for His?* Pardon.
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Return to the cautioning
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(Fear) Allah-32%il (Fear) Allah#*% from the immediate consequence of rebellion (to accrue in
this world), and the eventual consequence of weighty oppressiveness (to accrue in the next
world), and from the evil result of arrogance, because it is the great trap of Satan™® and his
big deceit which enters the hearts of the people like a fatal poison. It never goes waste, nor
misses anyone - neither the learned because of his knowledge, nor the destitute in his rags.
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This is the thing against which Allah®?¥ has Protected His®*" creatures who are Momineen
by means of Salat, and Zakat, and suffering the hardship of Fasting in the days in which it has
been made obligatory, in order to give their limbs peacefulness, to cast fear in their eyes, to
make their spirits humble, to give their hearts humility and to remove haughtiness from them.
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All this is achieved through the covering of their delicate cheeks with dust in humility,
prostrating their main limbs on the ground in humbleness, and retracting of their bellies so as

to reach to their backs due to Fasting by way of lowliness (before Allah??¥), besides giving all
sorts of fruits of the earth and other than that to the people of need and poverty.
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Merits of the obligations
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Look what there is in these acts by way of curbing the appearance of pride and suppressing
the traces of arrogance. 1®"* cast my®"* glance and noticed that no one in the world, feels
prejudice for anything without a cause, which may appeal to the ignorant, or a reason which

may cling to the minds of the foolish, because you feel prejudice for something for which no
cause is known for it, nor any reason.
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As for Satan?, he™@ felt prejudiced over Adam™ because of his™ origin and taunted him™s
about his creation, since he'? said, ‘I'® am of fire and you™ are of clay’.
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Prejudice of the wealth
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And as for the rich from the affluent communities, they were prejudicial to the effects of the
places of bounties, And they said, ‘We are more in wealth and children, and we shall not be
the Punished ones’ [34:35].
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In case you cannot avoid prejudice, your prejudice should be for good qualities, praiseworthy
acts, and admirable matters with which the dignified and noble chiefs of the Arab families
distinguished themselves, as attractive manners, high thinking, respectable position and good
performances. You too should show prejudice towards praiseworthy habits like the
protection of the neighbour, the fulfilment of agreements, obedience to the virtuous,
opposition to the haughty, extending generosity to others, abstention from rebellion, keeping
aloof from blood-shed, doing justice to people, suppressing anger and avoiding trouble on the
earth.
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You should also fear what calamities befell people before you an account of their evil deeds

and detestable actions. Remember, during good or bad circumstances, what happened to
them, and be cautious that you do not become like them.
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After you have thought over both the conditions of these people, attach yourself to
everything with which their position became honourable, on account of which enemies
remained away from them through which safety spread over them, by reason of which riches
bowed before them and as a result of which distinction connected itself with their rope. These
things were abstention from division, sticking to unity, calling each other to it and advising
each other about it.
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You should avoid everything which broke their backbone and weakened their power, such as

malice in the heart, hatred in the chest, turning away (from each other's help) and withholding
the hand from one another's assistance.
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Think about the condition of people from among the Momineen who passed before you.
What distresses and trials they were in! Were they not the most over-burdened among all the
people and in the most straitened circumstances in the whole world? The Pharaohs™ took
them as slaves. They inflicted on them the worst punishments and bitter sufferings. They
continuously remained in this state of ruinous disgrace and severe subjugation.
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They found no method for escape and no way for protection, until when Allah-#*" the Glorious
Noticed that they were enduring troubles in His?*¥ Love and bearing distresses out of fear
for Him?™i, He?? Provided escape from the distress of Trials. So, He®% Changed their
disgrace into honour and fear into safety. Consequently, they became ruling kings and
conspicuous leaders and Allah??"I's Favours over them reached limits to which their own
wishes had not reached.
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Look, how they were when their groups were united, their views were unanimous, their
hearts were moderate, their hands used to help one another, their swords were intended for
assisting one another, their eyes were sharp and their aims were the same. Did they not
become masters of the corners of the earth and rulers over the neck of all the worlds?
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Thereafter, also look at what happened to them towards the end when division overtook
them, unity became fractured, and differences arose between their words and their hearts.
They divided into various groups and were scattered fighting among themselves. Then
Allah?i Took away from them the apparel of His*"i Honour and deprived them of the
prosperity produced by His favours. Only their stories have remained among you for the
guidance of those who may learn the lesson from them.
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Taking lesson with the (past) communities
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You should take a lesson from the fate of the progeny of Ismail®$, the children of Is’hag™ and
the Children of Israel. How similar are their affairs and how akin are their examples. In
connection with the details of their division and disunity, think of the days when Chosroes of
Persia and the Caesars of Rome had become their masters.
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They turned them out from the pastures of their lands, the rivers of Iraq and the fertility of
the world, towards thorny forests, the passages of (hot) winds and hardships in livelihood. In
this way they turned them into just herders of camels. Their houses were the worst in the
world and their places of stay were the most drought-stricken. There was not one voice
towards which they could turn for protection, nor any shade of affection on whose strength
they could repose trust.
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Their condition was full of distress. Their hands were scattered. Their majority was divided.
They were in great anguish and under layers of ignorance. They buried their daughters alive,
worshipped idols, disregarded kinship and practiced robbery.
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Now, look at the various Favours of Allah®*¥ upon them, that He®¥ Deputed towards them
a Prophet™®" who got them to pledge their obedience to him=**" and made them unite at
his*" call. (Look) how (Allah-#*"i's) Bounty spread the wings of its favours over them and
flowed for them streams of its Blessings, and the whole community became wrapped in
blissful prosperity. Consequently, they were submerged under its bounties and enjoyed its
lush life.
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Their affairs were settled under the protection of a powerful ruler, and circumstances offered
them overpowering honour, and all things became easy for them under the auspices of a
strong country. They became rulers over the world and kings in the (various) parts of the
earth. They became masters of those who were formerly their masters, and began issuing
commands over those who used to command them. They were so strong that neither did
their spears needed testing nor did their weapons have any flaws.
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Blaming the disobedient
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Indeed! You have shaken your hands loose from the rope of obedience, and broken the divine
fort around you by (resorting to) pre-Islamic rules. Certainly, it is a great Blessing of Allah-?%
the Glorious on this community, that He*" has engendered among them unity through the
cord of affection in whose shade they walk and take shelter. This is a Blessing whose value no
one in the whole world realises, because it is more valuable than any price and higher than
any wealth.
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Know that you have again reverted to the position of the Bedouin Arabs after the Emigration
and have become different parties after having been once united. You do not possess
anything of Islam except its rituals, and know nothing of Eman save its show. You say, ‘The
Fire and no shame’, as if you would throw down Islam on its face in order to defame its honour
and break its pledge (for brotherhood) which Allah??% Gave you as a sacred trust on His?"
earth and (a source of) peace among the people.
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Be sure that if you incline towards anything other than Islam, the Kafirs will fight you. Then
there will be neither Jibraeel™ nor Mikaeel®, nor Emigrants nor Helpers to help you, but only
the clashing of swords, till Allah"#*% Judges between you.
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Certainly, there are examples before you of Allah®'s Wrath, Punishment, days of
Tribulations and events. Therefore, do not disregard His?®% Promises, ignore His W
Punishment, making light of His®% Wrath and not expecting His**" Violence, because Allah

azwi the Glorious, did not Curse the past generation except because they had left off asking
others to do good acts and refraining them from evil acts.
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In fact, Allah¥i has Cursed the foolish for committing sins and the wise because they gave
up refraining others from evils.
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Indeed! You have broken the bonds of Islam, transgressed its limits, and destroyed its
commands.
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Indeed! And Allah??" has Commanded me to fight those who revolt, or who break the pledge,
or create trouble on the earth. As regards pledge-breakers, 1*%* have fought them, and as for
the deviators from truth, I*¥s have waged holy war against them. And as for deviants, [#Ws
have put them in (serious) disgrace.

g PRSI (I = S U ST A SN PSR oL S5 ScS_o_ A o A zo. gt Loog AT oon (af L
‘)’l(i.é;@i,li;}’\i.g.:l;f}ﬁ\H;/i»\q;t‘;@j\;q\!ww%c,.::zgj—ywzgvjﬁ?ljiﬂ;j&g&éﬂw@w@;ﬁquj

S PP N i

As for Satan™ of the pit, he™ too has been dealt with by me?**s through the loud cry with
which the scream of his™ heart and shaking of his chest was also heard. Only a small portion
of the rebels has remained. If Allah??¥ Permits me2s"s |-2%s will annihilate them except a few
remnants that may remain scattered in the suburb of the cities.
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Merit of the Revelation
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Even in my® boyhood I"* had lowered the chests of (the famous men) of Arabia, and broken
the chiefs of the tribes of Rabi’ah and Muzar. Certainly, you know my?"s position of close
kinship and special relationship with the Rasool-Allah=®"¥, When |**s was only a child hes2"W
took charge of me™. He®¥ used to press me?%s to his*®" chest and lay me?"* beside
him™@WW in hiss®W ped, bring his*®¥% body close to mine®"“s and make me?"“s smell hisWW
fragrance. He®"" used to chew something and then feed me®"* with it. Hes®"* found no lie
in my s speaking, nor weakness in any deed.
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From the time of my®"Ys weaning, Allah®¥ Paired a mighty Angel with him=®" to take
him™=®"¥ along the path of high character and good behaviour through day and night, while
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I3 ysed to follow him™2"V¥ |ike a young camel following in the footprints of its mother. Every
day he™®™¥ would show me®"s in the form of a banner some of his*®Y high traits and
commanded me™@"s to be led by it.

)ué)‘\».é*“;b’a&.)\;-j ;m*uy)y(mYQJMybﬂjwMﬁe é}\_C fxﬁja ;bﬁw K$)judgw}

a/) 'c}) w\ EA.L.A)J' j fjj'
Every year he used to go in seclusion to the hill of Hira, where 1% saw him™=2%¥" but no one
else saw him*®V¥_In those days Islam did not exist in any house except that of the Rasool-
Allah*®" and Khadijah, while | was the third after these two. | used to see and watch the Light

of the Revelation and the Message, and smelt the scent of Prophet-hood.
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When the Revelation descended unto him2"W |#%s heard the moan of Satan™. 1" said, ‘O
Rasool-Allah™@"¥! What is this moan?" He™?"¥ said: ‘This is Satan™® who has lost all hope of
his@ worship. You@"s see all that "% see and you™®"s hear all that I®*% hear, except that
you are not a Prophet™s, but you are a Vizier and you are upon good’.
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[sWs was with him*2%W when a party of the Quraysh came to him=®¥" and said to him™=2¥%, ‘O
Muhammad=®"%!I Yous®“W have made a big claim which none of your fore-fathers or those of
your family have made. We ask you one matter, if you give us an answer to it and show it to
us, we will believe that you are a Prophet™ and a Rasool*®"", but if you cannot do it, we will

know that you are a sorcerer and a liar’.
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He®"Y said: ‘And what are you asking?’ They said, ‘You®¥ call this tree to us until it uproots
with its roots and pauses in front of you™s2¥W, He W said: ‘Allah?* is Able upon all things.
So, if I"®™¥ were to do that for you, will you believe and testify with the Truth?’ They said,
‘Yes'.

M\L@:ﬂb ,pJ

HesaWW said: ‘I*"W will show you what you are seeking, and 1®"% know that your will not be
bending towards good, and that among you is one who will be dropped into the pit and one
who form allies (against me™=a%)’, Then hes®¥ said: ‘O you tree! If you are a believer in Allah"
awi and the Last Day and know that %% am a Rasool™"W of Allah?%, then uproot yourself
with your roots until you pause in front of me=®"V by the Permission of Allah?2%,

Page 101 of 126




Nahj Al-Balagah www.hubeali.com
B o B Jst (s G B B S il B el 5 10s s 5 Sals 5 gk 2B Gy 4 0 [ 5
ok 5 85 Sh e Guatt a5 o B Jstg e Y1 Gl 2
By the One®" Who Sent him™ %W with the Truth, it did uproot with its roots and came, and
for it was a severe rumble, and a flapping like the flapping of the wings of the bird, until it
paused in front of Rasool-Allah=®"¥, flapping, and cast its branches high above Rasool-
Allah®" and part of its branches upon my?"s shoulder, and I*"* was on his*@"" right.
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When the people looked at that, they said haughtily and arrogantly, ‘Order it to let half of it
to come to you™®™" and half of it to remain’.
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So, he™®™V¥ ordered it with that, and half of it came to him™=®"" in an astounding coming and
severer rumbling and it almost touched Rasool-Allah=s@%",

S8 e ) gl el s 58 T8 5 T
They said disbelieving and in revolt, ‘Order this half to return to its half just as it was’.
g5 e 53
HesaWW grdered, and it returned.
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I#Ws said: ‘There is no god except Allah2%l [3Ws gm the first one to believe in you™®"V, O
Rasool-Allah®¥, and the first one to acknowledge with that the tree did what it did by the
Command of Allah®¥ Blessed and Exalted, in ratification to your®" Prophet-hood, and
magnification to yours®¥% speech!’
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The people, all of them said, ‘But he "% is a sorcerer, a liar! Wondrous is the sorcery. Hesaww
is an expert in it, and will anyone ratify you™@'% in yours"¥ matter except the like of this one?’

They meant me?"s,
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Certainly, | belong to the group of people who care not for the reproach of anybody in matters
concerning Allah®%, Their countenance is the countenance of the truthful and their speech

is the speech of the virtuous. They are wakeful during the nights (in devotion to Allah), and
over beacons (of guidance) in the day. They hold fast to the rope of the Qur'an, revive the
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Sunnahs of Allah?"i and of His**i Prophet*®"", They are neither arrogant, nor self-conceited,
nor misappropriating, nor corrupting. Their hearts are already in the Gardens, while their
bodies are in the deeds’.3®
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Sermon 193 — And from a sermon of his@"s
describing in it the pious ones
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‘It is reported that a companion of Amir Al-Momineen2*s called Hamman was a worshipping
man. He said to him™?%s, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen%s| Describe the pious ones (from believers)
to me™®Ws yntil it is as if | am looking at them.
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Amir Al-Momineen?®"Ys was thoughtful (hesitated) in answering him, then he®"“s said: ‘O
Hammam! Fear Allah®*¥ and do good deeds, Surely, Allah is with those who are pious and
those who are good doers [16:128] .
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Hammam was not content with that word until he was determined upon it (to know more).
The narrator said (after a pause), ‘Amir Al-Momineen?"s (continued his speech with) praising
Allah?™i and extolling Him??, and sent Salawaat upon the Prophet*®%, then said: ‘As for
after, surely Allah?? the Glorious Created the creatures when He#¥ Created them, being
needless from their obedience, safe from their disobedience, because the disobedience of
the one disobeying Him3#% does not harm Him?™, nor does the obedience of the one
obeying Him?2, benefit Him32,
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He?2"i Apportioned between them their livelihoods and Placed them from the world in their

places. The pious ones in it, they are the people of merits. Their talk is correct, and their
apparels are moderate, and their lives are humble. They close their eyes from whatever Allah

38 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 192
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azwi has Prohibited unto them, and they pause their hearing upon the knowledge beneficial
for them.
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They dwell in afflictions like the one who dwells in prosperity. Had it not been for the term
(death) which Allah??¥ has Decreed upon them, their souls would not have settled in their
bodies for the blink of an eye out of desire for the Rewards and fear of the Punishments.
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The Creator is Mighty within themselves, so whatever is besides it is small in their eyes. They
and the Paradise are like the one who has seen it and is enjoying it, while they and the Fire
are like the one who has seen it and they are being Punished in it.
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Their hearts are aggrieved, and their evils (the people) are secure from it; their bodies are
thin, and their needs are light, and their souls are chaste. They are patient for a few days,
their consequence is a lengthy rest, being a profitable trade. Their Lord?*¥ has Eased for
them. The world wants them, but they do not want it, and it has made captives of them, so
they are ransoming themselves from it.
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As for the night, they are rowing their feet reciting segments of the Quran, reciting it
distinctively, grieving themselves with it and preferring it as a medication for their ailments.
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Whenever they pass by a Verse wherein is yearning (for Paradise) in it, they incline to it
eagerly and notify their souls to it out of desire, and they thing it has been set up in (front of)
their eyes; and whenever they pass by a Verse wherein is a scare, they listen to it with the
ears of their heart and thing that it is an exhalation of Hell and its inhalation in the roots of
their ears.
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They are bending from their waists, laying down their foreheads, and their palms, and their
knees, and the sides of their feet, seeking to Allah-#*" the Exalted to liberate their necks.
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And as for the day, they are forbearing, scholarly, righteous, pious. The fear has made them
(slim) like the arrows. The beholder looks at them, he reckons them as being sick, and there
is no sickness with the people, and he says, ‘They are lost in imagination!’, and they are
imagining a mighty matter.
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They are not pleased with their little deeds, nor are they considering the many deeds as a lot.
So, they are blaming themselves and are fearful from their deeds; and whenever one of them
fears from what is said to him (in high regard), he says, ‘Il am more knowing with myself than
others are, and my Lord®" is more Knowing than | am with myself. O Allah-#"il Do not seize
me with what they are saying, and Make me to be superior than what they are thinking, and
Forgive for me what they are not knowing’.
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From a sign of one of them is that you will see for him having strength in religion, and
determination in softness, and Eman in certainty, and eagerness regarding knowledge, and
knowledge during forbearance, and moderation during riches, and humbleness in worship,
and gracefulness in destitution, and patience in adversities, and seeking regarding the
Permissible, and active in guidance, and fleeing from greed.
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He does the righteous deeds, and he is in fear. In the evening, his concern would be the
thanking (Allah??¥), and in the morning, his concern would be the Zikr. He spends the night

cautiously, and in the morning, he is happy. Cautious due to what he has been careful from
being heedless, and happy with what he has achieved from the Grace and the Mercy.
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If his soul is difficult upon him regarding what it dislikes, he will not grant its request in what
it loves. The delight of his eyes is in what does not decline, and his asceticism regarding what
will not last. He mixes the forbearance with the knowledge, and the word with the action.
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You will see him with short-term hopes, little slips, humbling his heart, his soul content, small
are his meals, simple are his affairs, protective of his religion. His desires are dead, swallowing
his anger, the good from him is hoped for, and the evil from him is felt safe from.
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He is written to be among the mindful, and if he was among the mindful, he would not be
written as being from the heedless ones. He pardons the ones who are unjust to him, and
gives to the one who deprives him, and he connects with the one who cuts him off.
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Remote is his immorality, soft are his words, absent is his evil, present is his act of kindness.
His good is facing him and his evil has turned away. During the disturbances he is dignified,
and during the adversities he is patient, and during the prosperity he is thankful.
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He is not unfair to the one he hates, nor does he sin regarding the one he loves. He
acknowledges the truth before he testifies to it. He does not waste what he is given to
preserve, nor does he forge what he is reminded of, nor does he insult with the nicknames,
nor is he harmful to the neighbour, nor does he gloat (over others) with the calamities, nor
does he enter into the falsehood, nor does he come out from the truth.
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If he is silent, his silence does not sadden him, and if he laughs, he does not raise his voice
high, and if he is rebelled against, he is patient until Allah**I happens to be the One**"/ Who
Avenges for him.
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His self is tired from him, while the people are at rest from him. He fatigues his self for the
Hereafter and the people are at rest from him. His distancing from the one he distances from
is due to asceticism and purification, and his drawing closer to the ones he draws closer to is
due to gentleness and mercy. His distance is not due to arrogance, nor is his drawing closer
due to a plot and deception.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Hammad was stunned with a swoon, and lost his soul during it. Amir
Al-Momineen"s said: ‘But, by Allah2%l [%s feared it upon him.
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Then he™®"Ys said: ‘This is what the far-reaching preaching does with its people’.
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A speaker said to him™?"s, ‘So what is the matter with you?"s, O Amir Al-Momineenasws?’
(i.e., how come you®"s are not fainting and dying)
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He s said: ‘Woe be to you! For every term (death) there is a time which cannot be exceeded,
and a cause which cannot be surpassed. So do not repeat to the likes of it (this question), for

rather the Satan™ has blown upon your tongue.?®
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Sermon 194 — And from a sermon of his®"*
describing the hypocrites in it
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‘We3¥s Praise Him#" upon what Harmonised to from the obedience, and Prevent from the
disobedience, and we?%s ask Him?? for completeness of His®" Conferment and holding
tightly to His#" Rope!
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And we%s testify that Muhammad*V is His®" servant and His*" Rasool*"W, Hesaww
succumbed to the Satisfaction of Allah?? in every immersion and he*®™¥ swallowed every
rage, and the near ones changed their colours towards him=®“%, and the remote ones united
against him=aww,
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And the Arabs loosened their reins to him=@¥W and struck bellies of their cavalry horses to him"
SaWW in battling him=@¥W until they descended in his™®¥" courtyard in their enmity from furthest

of houses and remotest of areas.
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I3Ws advise you all, O servants of Allah-#%, with fearing Allah?%, and " caution you of the
people of hypocrisy, for they are straying, straying others, and the slipped ones and causing

39 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 193
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others to slip! They are changing into (many) colours and tempting with temptations, and
they are obstructing you with every obstruction, and they are looking out for you with every
ambush!
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Their hearts are diseased, and their faces are clean. They are walking softly and are treading
stealthily, and their words are a healing, and their deeds are the incurable disease. They envy
the prosperity and emphasise the calamity, and they despair the hopes.
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For them, with every path, there is a victim, and to every heart a mediator, and tears for every
distress. They are lending the praise and anticipating the Recompense. If they ask for
something, they are insistent, and if they are wronged, they will expose, and if they judge
they will be extravagant.
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They count a falsehood for every right, and an incline for every straight standing, and a killing
for every living being, and key for every door, and a lamp for every night. They are connecting
to the greed with the despair in order to straighten their markets (businesses) with it and
spending their money for it.
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They are saying, so they are resembling, and they are describing (their goods), and they are
camouflaging (the defects). They are making the road to be easy and leading to the
narrowness. They are the sting of Satan™® and heat of the fires. They are the Satan’s party.
Indeed, the party of Satan, they would be the losers [58:19] .*°
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Sermon 195 — And from a sermon of his@"s,
he praises Allah?*" extols upon His?*"!
Prophet*®“Y and preaches

A de~

Praise of Allah22Vi
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The Praise is for Allah®*"l Whom Revealed from the impacts of His®*¥ Authority and Majesty
of His@i Greatness what dazzles the cores of the intellects from the wonders of His?2Vi

Power, and prevents thinking of the minds from recognising the essence of His#" Attributes.

Obalesd)

The two testimonies
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And I*%s testify that there is no god except Allah??¥, a testimony of the belief, and certainty,
and sincerity, and compliance.
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And % testify that Muhammad=®"¥ is His#" servant and His®" Rasool*®"¥, He?™ Sent
him=2"W and the signs of guidance as a lesson, and manifesto of the tightness of Religion. He"
sawW proclaimed with the Truth and advised to the people, and guided to the righteous
guidance, and instructed with the moderation. May Allah??¥ Send Salawaat upon him=aww
and his*®¥ Progeny 2", and greetings.

The preaching
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And know, servants of Allah?2¥! He"#*% did not Create you all in vain, and did not Send you (in
the world) as neglected. He®* Knows the extent of His#" bounties upon you all, and He"?%
Counts His®" Favours to you.
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Therefore, ask Him?% and beseech Him and seek to Him?™, and wish for His?i
Conferment’s, for there is no veil cutting you off from Him2?, for is any door locked from
you all besides Him??, and He?% s in every place, and in every time and season, and with
every human and Jinn.
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Neither does the Giving deplete Him?? (of anything), nor does the Gifting reduce Him=?" (of
anything), nor can a beggar deplete Him?" (of anything), nor can a taken reduce (anything),
nor does a person make Him2" inattentive from a person, nor does a voice distract him from
a voice.
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Neither does a Granting Cut Him22¥ off from Confiscating, nor does Anger pre-occupy Him22¥
from Mercy, nor does Mercy prevent Him??¥ from Punishing, nor do the esoteric matters
shield Him from the apparent matters, nor do the apparent matters cut Him2?¥ off from the
esoteric matters.
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He?? s near and far, and high and low, and apparent and hidden, and He**" is hidden and
apparent. He®" Lends but is not lent. He®*¥ did not Create by the pondering, nor did He?%i
Seek assistance with them due to fatigue.
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I3sWs advise you all, servants of Allah??¥, with having fear of Allah-?" for it is the rein and the
base, therefore adhere with its firmness and hold tightly with its realities. It will be turning
with you to the veiled dwellings, and vast castles, and protected shelters, and dignified
houses, during a Day in which the sights would be lowered, and the horizons would be
darkened to it, and the camels would be untended, and the Trumpet would be Blown into.
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Thus, all the delights would be lost, and every tone would be crying, and the rocks of every
majestic mountain would be humbled, and the peaks would be silenced, so its solidness would
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become a crumbling mirage. There would neither be an intercessor to intercede, nor a friend
to benefit, nor an excuse to defend’.*!

Sermon 196 — And from a sermon of his@"s

\;_,"\ .
& )

Sending of the Prophet=s2W%W
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‘He?™i Sent him@¥" when there was no established flag, nor a shining minaret, nor any clear
manifesto.

dadl asall
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The preaching with the asceticism
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IWs advise you all, servants of Allah??¥, with fearing Allah?¥, and 1% caution you all of the
world, for it is a house to depart from and a place of discomfort.
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Its dwellers are in transit, and its inhabitants are to be irrevocably divorced. It is drifting with
its people in a ship, the stormy winds hit it in the waves of the sea. From them is one who
drowns, destroyed, and from them is the saved upon the surface of the waves. The winds
push him with their currents and carry him upon its horrors. The one who drowns from it
wouldn’t be come across, and whoever is saved from it, is heading to destruction.
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Servants of Allah#"il Now work, while the tongues are free and the bodies are healthy, and
the limbs are moving, and the area is spacious, and the roaming is wide, before the loss of

41 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 195
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opportunity and permeation of death. Its befalling upon you will be proven true and do not
be waiting for its arrival’.4?
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Sermon 197 — And from a speech of his@"s,
he?"s informs in it upon the merit of
accepting his®"“* word, and his®"*
instruction, and his?"s forbiddance
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‘And the memorisers from the companions of Muhammad™=®"¥ have known that 1% was
neither disobedient to Allah®¥ the Glorious nor to His?2% Rasool*®"¥ at all, and 1S had
comforted him™=®"¥ in such places the heroes were deficient in it, and the feet hesitated, being
a help Allah??" had Honoured me2¥s with it.
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And Rasool-Allah®¥ passed away and his*®""¥ head was upon my?®"s chest, and his breath
flowed into my %S palm and |I*" passed it upon my2“s face. And I*%* had been in charge of
hiss®W washing and the Angels assisted me?%s, The house and the courtyards were filled
with their buzz, an assembly descending and an assembly ascending, and my2¥s ears did not
separate from the humming from them. They were praying Salat upon him?**s until we buried
him™=2"Win his@¥W shrine.
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So, who is that more rightful with him=®"¥ than me?"s, alive and dead? Go upon your insights
and make your intentions to be sincere in fighting your enemies. By the One? Who, there
is no god except He@il |3%s gm upon the avenue of truth and they are upon subservience of
the falsehood. 1% am saying what you are hearing, and 1% seek Forgiveness of Allah-?%
the Magnificent for me s and you all’.*3
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Sermon 198 — And from a sermon of his@"s,
he?"Ys points upon the Knowledge of Allah"
a2w] Encompassing the partial matters, and
he?"Ys urges upon the piety, and he#Ws
explained the merit of Al-Islam and the
Quran
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‘He@Wi Knows the cries of the beasts in the wilderness, and the acts of disobedience of the
servants in the private, and the interchange of the fishes in the deep oceans, and the rising of
the water by the stormy winds”
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‘And % testify that Muhammad=®"" is elite of Allah®®", and ambassador of His?
Revelation, and Rasools"¥ of His#*" Mercy.

s
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The advice with the piety
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As for after, 1Y hereby advise you with fearing Allah?*¥ Who Began your creation and to
Him22 will happen to be your return, and by Him?% is the success of your seeking, and to
Him?™ is the endpoint of your desires, and towards Him3?¥ is the aim of your way, and to
Him2? js the goal of your panic (for shelter).
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Fearing Allah®"i is a cure for the illness of your hearts, and sight for the blindness of your
hearts, and healing of the disease of your bodies, and correction of the spoilage of your
chests, and cleansing of the filth of your souls, and polishing of the covering of your sighs, and
security of the panic of your fears, and illumination for the blackness of your darkness.
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So, make the obedience to Allah®" 3 motto besides your blanket, and an monitor besides
your motto, and a subtlety between your ribs, and a commander above your affairs, and a
watering place for when your arrive (in the Hereafter), and an interceder to realise your aims,
and a shield for a Day of your panic, and a lamp for the interior of your graves, and a calmness
for the lengthiness of your loneliness, and a breather for the distress of your (new) home.
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Surely, obedience to Allah?¥ is a protection from encircling calamities, and anticipated fears,
and heat of the ignited fires.
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One who takes with the piety, the adversities will melt away from him after their having come
near, and the matters will be sweet for him after their bitterness, and the waves will be clef
asunder from him after their accumulation, and the difficulties will be eased for him after
their effusion (pouring), and Benevolence will descend upon him after its drought, and the
Mercy will shower upon him after its reluctance, and the bounties will burst forth upon him
after its depletion, and the Blessings will drench him after their scantiness (insufficiency).
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Therefore, fear Allah?*" Who has Benefited you all with His®" Preaching and Preached to
you with His?* Message and Conferred upon you with His?*¥ bounties, so enslave yourselves
for His® worship and bring out to Him#" from the rights of His#" obedience’.
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The merit of Islam
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Then this Al-Islam is a religion of Allah"#" which He"**"i Chose it for Himself??¥, and Developed
it before His?*¥ eyes, and Filled the best of His?® creatures (with it), and Established its
pillars upon His?% Love. He®¥ Humbled the (other) religions by Honouring it and Lowered
the (other) nations by Raising it, and Weakened its enemies by its Prestige, and Forsook its
rejectors by Helping it, and Demolished the columns of straying by its columns, and Quenched
the thirsty ones from its fountain, and Filled its cisterns (reservoirs) for its drawers.
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Then He?®% Made the unbreak-ability for its handhold, nor separation for its links, nor
demolishing for its foundations, nor any decline for its pillars, nor uprooting of its tree, nor
termination for its term, nor expiration for its Laws, nor segmentation of its branches, nor
narrowness for its paths, nor difficulty for its ease, nor darkness for its clarity, nor crookedness
for its straightness, nor splits in its wood, nor narrowness for its vastness, nor extinguishing
for its lamps, nor any bitterness for its sweetness.
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So, it is of pillars fixed in the truth. He®" Affixed these and Affirming its foundations for it,
and springs bursting forth with its waters, and lamps illuminating with its radiances, and
minarets to be guided by for its travellers, and signs to aim by to its highways, and watering
places to saturate its arrivals with.
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Allah®" has Made to be in it His®" ultimate Pleasure, and apex of His?* pillars, and
prominence of His®" obedience. In the Presence of Allah®™, it is of strong pillars, lofty
construction, radiant proofs. The flames are illuminating the Mighty of the Authority, its
minarets are overlooking, indestructible. Therefore, ennoble it, and follow it, and fulfil its
rights to it, and place it in its (rightful) place.
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The mightiest Rasool*"W
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‘Then Allah?" the Glorious Sent Muhammad"% with the Truth when the termination had
drawn near to the world and the notification from the Hereafter had come, and its splendour
had darkened after its shining, and it had stood with its people upon difficulties, and the
cradle had roughened from it, and leadership had depleted from it during the cutting off from
its term, and the drawing closer from its conditions, and the Punishment of its people, and
the schisms (divisions) of its circles, and the scattering of its causes, and exemption from its
signs, and uncovering from its evidence, and shortening of its length.
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Allah®% the Glorious Made him™="¥ to deliver His#" Message, and an honour of hiss%w
community, and a nourisher of the people of his**"" era and a raising of his*®%" aiders, and
nobility of his@WW helpers.

The Honourable Quran
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Then He?? Sent the Book unto him™=®“% as a Noor, its lamps will not be extinguished, and a
lantern its ignition will not die out, and an ocean its depth cannot be fathomed (measured),
and a manifesto its way does not stray, and a ray its illumination will not darken, and a
criterion its proofs will not freeze, and a clarifier its pillars will not crumble, and a healing its
sickness will not be feared from, and an honour its helpers will not be defeated, and a right
its supporters will not abandon.
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Thus, it is a mine of Eman and its centre, and springs of knowledge and its oceans, and a
garden of justice and its pools, and foundation stone of Al-Islam and its base, and valleys of
truth and its plains, and an ocean the drawers cannot deplete, and springs its drawers cannot
dry it, and a watering place the arrivals cannot reduce it, and a pausing station not straying
the approaching travellers, and marks the wayfarers are not blind from, and a hill the aiming
ones cannot exceed.
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Allah?? has Made it a saturation of thirst of the scholars, and a spring for the hearts of the
jurists, and a main road for paths of the righteous ones, and a cure there isn’t any iliness after
it, and a light there isn’t any darkness with it, and a rope its handhold is trustworthy, and a
stronghold its peak is invulnerable, and an honour for the one befriending it, and peace for
the one who enters it, and guidance for the one who is led by it.
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And (it is) an excuse for the one who arrogates it, and a proof for the one speaking with it,
and a witness for the one disputing by it, and a success for the one arguing by it, and a carrier
for the one carrying it, and a mount for the one working it, and a sign for the one who brands,
and a shield for the one armouring, and knowledge for the one retaining, and a narration for
the one reporting, and a Decision for the one judging’.**
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Sermon 199 — And from a speech of his?*"*
he*"s had bequeathed with to his"s
companions
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The Salat
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‘Pledge with the matter of the Salat and be preserving upon it, and frequent from it and draw
closer (to Allah2) by it, for it is a timed Ordinance for the Momineen [4:103]. Are you not
listening to an answer of the people of the Fire when they would be asked, What brought you
into Saqar (Inferno)? [74:42] They shall say, ‘We were not from the Musalleen [74:43].
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And it tends to drop the sins (like) dropping of the leaves and removes them (like) the removal
of the noose (trap). Rasool-Allah*®"¥ resembled it with the bathhouse which happens to be
at the door of a man, so he bathes from it five times during the day and night. Would there
remain any filth on him, and he had recognised its right?’
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And he continued up to his®%s words: ‘And Rasool-Allah*®"W had still established the Salat
even after his®W receiving glad tidings of the Paradise due to the Words of Allah?*¥ the
Glorious: And enjoin your family with the Salat and be constant upon it. [20:132]. So, hes®WW
used to instruct his*@¥Y family with it and was patience upon it himselfsawW,

44 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 198
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The Zakat
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Then the Zakat was made to be with the Salat to be drawing nearer (to Allah-?") for the
people of Al-Islam, so the one who gave it, made the self feel good by it, for it is Made as an
atonement for him, and a removal from the Fire and a saviour.
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So not one should pursue it (leaving Zakat) himself, nor frequent the eagerness upon it
(leaving Zakat), for the one who gives it without making the self to feel good by it, hoping with

it for what is superior than it, so he is ignorant with the Sunnah, reduced of the Recompense,
loss of the deeds, prolonged of the regret.
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The Entrustment
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Then, fulfil the entrustment, for he will be disappointed, the one who isn’t from its rightful
ones. It had been Presented unto the built skies and the spread-out earths, and the mountain
with the tallness installed. So, neither the tallest, nor the widest, nor the most exalted, nor
mightiest from these (accepted it), and if anything could have prevented due to tallness, or
wideness, or strength, or mighty, these would have prevented, but these were scared from
the Punishment and he rationalised what he was ignorant of, the one who is weaker than
them, and he is the human being, he was unjust, ignorant [33:72].

Knowledge of Allah?*"! the Exalted
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‘Allah~22%i the Glorious, it is not hidden unto Him??% what the servants are committing during
their nights and their days. He®"i is Subtle with it, Aware, and Encompasses it in Knowledge.
Your body parts are His*" witnesses, and your limbs are His®¥ armies, and your consciences
are His™ eyes, and your solitude is His#" Vision’.>
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Sermon 200 — And from a speech of his?*"*
regarding Muawiya
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‘By Allah®*¥il Muawiya is not cleverer than me?"s, but he is treacherous and immoral, and
had I#%* not disliked the treachery, 1*%s would have been from the cleverest of the people,
but every treachery is immoral, and every immorality is Kufr, and for every treacherous one
is a flag he shall be known with on the Day of Qiyamah. By Allah32¥! |3%s am not heedless
with the plots nor will IS be overwhelmed by the hardships’.%®
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Sermon 201 — And from a speech of his®"s,
he?Ys advises to travel the clear path
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‘O you people! But rather it is the pleasure and hatred which gathers the people, and rather
the she-camel of Samood was hamstrung by one man, but Allah®*¥ Generalised them with
the Punishment due to their generally agreeing with him. The Glorious Said: But they
hamstrung her, then they became regretful [26:157]. So, it wasn’t except that their land was
ploughed with the submerging like the spike of the plough ploughs in the earth with a
ploughing.
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O you people! One who travels the clear path will arrive at the water, and one who opposes
will fall into the wandering’.%’
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Sermon 202 — And from a speech of his?®%s
reported from him?** that he®*"s had said it
at the burial of Chieftess of the women
(Syeda) Fatima®"s, like he?®"* had
whispered with to Rasool-Allah*®"% at his"
saww grave
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‘The greetings be upon you™®¥ O Rasool-Allah*®"¥, from me®%* and from yours®ww
daughter?¥s descending in your=@"" vicinity, and quick to join with yousawV,
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O Rasool-Allahe"WI1 Little is my?*"s patience about your=s®"¥ elite (daughter?as“s), and myasws
skin (patience) has thinned, except that | have ground for consolation in having endured the
great hardship and heart-rending event of your separation. | laid you down in your grave when
your last breath had passed (when your head was) between my neck and chest. We are from
Allah?™i and are returning to Him22%,
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IS have returned (Syeda@"“sto you™®"¥ in the grave) the deposit (who you™®"¥ entrusted
with me®%*) and taken the hostage as for my grief. As for my?s"s grief, it is constant, and as
for my s nights, these are sleepless, until Allah®¥ Chooses for me?"“s, yours®“% house
which you®"¥ are staying in.
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And yours®W daughter will be informing you™®W with the co-ordination of yoursaww
community upon digesting (oppressing) her®%“s, so ask her@%s the questions and get her?asws
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to inform you™@"¥ of this situation, and not a long time has passed and your=®%¥ mentioned
has not lapsed.
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The greetings be upon you™"s both, a ‘Salaam’ of bidding farewell, from without happiness
and out of grief. If I*"S were to leave, it is not out of weariness, and if IS were to stay, it is
not out of abhorrence to what Allah"®" has Promised the patient ones’.*8
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Sermon 203 — And from a speech of his#%s
regarding the abstaining from the world and
desiring regarding the Hereafter
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‘O you people! But rather, the world is a house to cross over whereas the Hereafter is a house
of settlement. So take from it your passing-by for your settlement, and do not be violating
your veils in the Presence of the One® Who Knows your secrets and extract your hearts
from the world before your bodies are extracted from it. You are to be Tested in it and you
have been Created for other than it.
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When the person dies, the people say, ‘What has he left behind?’ Whereas the Angels say,
‘What has he sent forward to Allah???’ Therefore send ahead something, it would be a loan
for you (to be repaid), and do not leave behind all that which would be a burden upon you’.#°
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Sermon 204 — And from a speech of his®"*
he2"s would frequently call out with to his’
asWs companions
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‘Equip yourselves, may Allah?" have Mercy on you all, for the departure has been called for
among you, and little is the staying in the world, and transfer with righteous of whatever
provisions there is in your presence, for there is a valley of obstacles and scary, terrifying
stops. There is no escape from the arriving to these and the pausing at these.
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And know that the eyes of death are around you, nearby, and it is as if you are in its claws and
these are gnawing among you, and terrible affairs from these are overwhelming you and the
dangerous dilemmas, therefore cut-off attachments of the world and be supported by the

provision of piety’.>®

T ' P . | . =
Lesg J\la.,a‘}\ &) Gl 9 ;L@.S)/AAJLJ .S_t; o ‘\.JJ« L\.Ja A 9 U\/‘\}-b Ay day /«3.:;_“‘\ 9 i=lb 4 .'J._,(i " ?\/‘\D/V.ﬂ ) 2()3

J

Sermon 205 — And from a speech of his@%s
spoke with to Talha and Al-Zubeyr after they
had pledged allegiance to him?**s for the
Caliphate, and they had faulted him2"s of
neglecting consulting them, and seeking
their assistance in matters (of the state)
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‘You are both frowning over a few things and are avoiding the more. Which thing of yours was
a right in it 1% have pushed you two away from it? And which distribution have [@Ws
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preferred myself@¥s over you two with? Or which right has anyone from the Muslims raised
to me@Ws, |-@sWs \was weak about it, or was ignorant of it, or mistaken its door?

jﬁépjuj&ﬂgﬁ/{éi&%:}iw}%@é/’fe/ L@JJJ}J—A(.Q,QAA_JMAIQNJA»@‘L}UJ J LT

BIBG ;9_;« oG og Al 4 ri;u L;;A

By Allah?™il There was no desire for me®"“* regarding the caliphate, nor regarding the
governance, but you two invited me™@"s to it and carried me?®¥s upon it. When it came to
me2Ws, |-3%s |ooked into the Book of Allah®®" and what has been placed for us, and our
matters with the Judgment with it, and 1®*s followed it, and whatever the Prophet**%% had
shown the way, 1" followed himsa"VY,
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I#s%s was not needy during that to your views, nor the views of others, and there did not occur
any decision 1®"s was ignorant of, so I”*"* would consult you both and my#*s brethren from
the Muslims; and had it been that, 1**** would not had turned away from you nor from others.
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And as for what you two mentioned from the matter of equality, that is a matter I*** did not
decide regarding it with my?¥s opinion, nor was it decided by a whim from me™="s, but |-@sWs
and you both have found what Rasool-Allah=®¥" has come with, having decided from it. So,
I#Ws was not needy to you both regarding what Allah®*¥ had already Decided from its
distribution and IS implemented His?* Judgment regarding it.
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By Allah?2¥! There isn’t for you two any share in my2%s presence, nor for others in this. May
Allah?2% Take your hearts and our hearts to the truth and Inspire us**s and you all with the
patience.
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May Allah?" have Mercy on a man who sees a truth and supports upon it, or sees a tyranny
and rejects it, and he would be a supporter with the truth against his companion’.>!
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Sermon 206 — And from a speech of his@"s,
and he®"* had heard a group of his s
companions reviling the people of Syria in
the days of their battle at Siffeen.
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‘I»s%s dislike you becoming reviling (insulting) one, but if their deeds were to be described to
you, and their states are mentioned, they would be more correct in the words, and more
reaching regarding the excusing.
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You should be saying in place (instead) of your reviling them, ‘O Allah-?*i! Save our blood and
their blood, and Reconcile the selves between us and them, and Guide them from their
straying until he recognises the truth, one who isignorant of it, and they are shepherded away
from the error and the aggression, one who is accused with it’.>?
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Sermon 207 — And from a speech of his?*"*
during one of the days of (battle of) Siffeen,

and he®"Ys had seen his?"* son2Ws Al-
Hassan?*V* hastening to the battle
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‘Control this boy on my"s behalf to calm him2s, for 1#%s am myself2s¥s (responsible) with
these two’ — meaning Al-Hassan?®"s and Al-Husayn"s — ‘upon the death, lest the lineage of
Rasool-Allah2"% be terminated by them** (being killed in the battle).>3
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Sermon 208 — And from a speech of his®"s
having said it when his®"* companions were
restless to him?*s regarding the matter of
the arbitration.
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‘O you people! My?%s matter among you did not cease to be upon what 1" [oved until the
war exhausted you, and by Allah??¥, it has taken from you, and left, and the exhaustion is for
your enemies.
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And yesterday I*"* was a commander (of others), and today I"**"* have become commanded
(by others), and yesterday % was prohibiting (others), and today 1" have become
prohibited (by others); and you have become loving for the remaining alive, and it isn’t for

me 2" that I*%s carry you upon what you are disliking’.>*
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Sermon 209 - ‘And from a speech of his?"s
at Al-Basra, and he®"* had entered to see Al-
A’ala Bin Ziyad Al-Harisy to console him, and
he was from his companions. When he3"s
saw the vastness of his house, he?"%s said:
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‘What will you do with the vastness of this house in the world? But, in the Hereafter, you will
be needier to it. And yes, if you so desire, you can reach the Hereafter with it. Entertain the
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guests in it, and connect with the relatives from it, and aspire to dispense the rights from it.
So, then you will have reached the Hereafter with it’.

Al A’ala said to him@%s, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen2"s! | complain to you™"s of my brother Aasim
Bin Ziyad’. He™"* said: ‘And what is the matter with him?’ He said, ‘He wears the cloak and
isolates from the world (worldly matters)’. He % said: “To me?"* with him!’
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When he came, he®"s said: ‘O enemy of your own self! The wicked one (Satan™) has
captivated you. Are you not having mercy on your wife and your children? Do you view that

Allah®" would Permit the good things for you while He®*¥ would Dislike it if you were to
take these? You are lesser to Allah™®" than that!’
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(He said) O Amir Al-Momineen@"s! This is you™"s in your?%s coarse clothing and your@s“s
rough meals’.
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He % said: ‘Woe be unto you! IS am not like you. Allah®*"i has Imposed the right upon

Imams™¥s that they should evaluate themselves (lifestyles) with the weakest of the people
(financially), lest the poor is not affected (feeling depressed) by his poverty’.>®
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