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Sermon 210 — And from a speech of his@"s,
and a questioner had asked him about the
innovated Ahadeeth and about what is in
hands of the people of the different
Ahadeeth
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He s said: ‘In the hands of people there is truth and falsehood, and true and lies, and
abrogating and abrogated, and general and particular, and decisive and allegorical, and exact
and surmised.
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And Rasool-Allah=®% had been lied upon in his®®W¥ era to the extent that he**" stood
addressing. He™®¥ said: ‘One who lies upon me deliberately, let him assume his seat from
the Fire!’

Sets 3 U6 gl cody A6 G

And rather, four (types of) men have come to you with the Hadeeth. There isn’t any fifth of
them.

\

The hypocrites
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A hypocrite man, is a manifester of the Eman, a poser with Al-Islam. He neither considers it a
sin nor a crime to deliberately lie upon Rasool-Allah=®%", Had the people known that he is a
hypocrite, they would not have accepted from him and would not have ratified his words, but
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they said, ‘(He is) a companion of Rasool-Allah=#*%, He had seen him®"¥ and heard from him,
and (so must have) taken from him=saww’,

wajuwh_sysuww\fm 52036 5 W5k 0,028

So they take with his words, and (although) Allah* has informed you about the hypocrites
with what He®" has Informed you with, and Described them with what He#" has Described
them to you with.
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Then they remained (alive) after him=@¥%, so they drew closer to the leaders of straying and
the callers to the Fire, with the falsities and the slander. They made them in charge of the
offices and made them as judges upon necks of the people. So they ate the world through

them, and rather the people are with the kings and the world, except the one Allah-?%
Protects.

sy ds1igs

So this is one of the four (categories).

The erroneous

Rt PR <F A o [ VT LR ST - D N PR o, 1 ;°.<o/{"og s Soe o low(2e 2
30 o B sl e dike BT st 50 (Jand 5 4 5 4000 (3 588 LASTARRE ] 5 4 (a5 aghy e 4baR L 165 B U5l Be a0 155 5

L] ST 4 ke 5 sl ] e g BT 0000 ke

And a man who heard something from Rasool-Allah*®"%_ He did not memorise it upon its
aspect, so he imagined regarding it, and did not lie deliberately. So it was in his hands, and he
reported it, and worked with it, and he said, ‘I heard it from Rasool-Allahs®"%’_|f the Muslims
had known that he had imagined regarding it, they would not have accept it from him, and
had he (himself) known it is like that, he would have rejected it.

" . = ) ‘.}A\

The people of suspicion
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And a third (type of) man heard something from Rasool-Allah=#¥W instructing with it, then he"
sawW had prohibited from it, and he did not know, or he had heard the prohibition about
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something, then he™®W had instructed with it and he did not know. Thus, he memorised the
abrogated and did not memorise the abrogating. Had he known it is abrogated, he would
have rejected it, and had the Muslims known, when they heard it from him, it is abrogated,
they would have rejected it.

P CHER NP IP ]

The truthful memorisers
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And the last fourth one, he neither lie upon Allah*"¥ nor upon His®* Rasool®"%, hateful to
the lying fearing from Allah* and revering to Rasool-Allah®"¥, and he did not imagine
(matters), but he memorised what he had heard upon its (correct) aspect, so he came with
based upon what he had heard. He did not add in it and did not reduce from it.

Taps o IS plop 4R 5 iSO 5 5 Solh e 5 e Cind 2idd) s 5 and A bass 508

Thus he memories the abrogating, and worked with it, and he memorised the abrogated, so
he stayed away from it, and he recognised the special and the general, and the decisive and
the allegorical. He placed every thing in its place.
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And there had transpired from Rasool-Allah®%, the speech having two aspects for it - a
special speech and a general speech. It was heard by the one who neither understood what
Allah-#% the Glorious had Meant by it, nor what Rasool-Allah™®*% had meant. So the listener
carried it and directed it upon without understanding its meaning and what had been aimed
with it, and what reason it had emerged for.

[}
J
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And it wasn’t so that every companion of Rasool-Allah*?"% was the one asking him=®¥% and
sought to understand it, until they loved it if the Bedouin and the random person could come
and ask him=@¥% until they could hear it, and it was so that nothing from that passed by me-

asws axcept WS asked him™2"¥ about it and memorised it.
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So these are the perspectives what the people are upon regarding their differing, and their
reasons in their reporting’.}
daks 211
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Sermon 211 — And from a sermon of his#%s
regarding the marvellous workmanship
(design) of the universe
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‘It was from the Power of His®*¥i Force and excellence of the subtleness of His#" Making that
He?™i Made, from the abounding water of the heaped-up splashing ocean, the dry solid
(earth). Then He®Yi originated the layers from it and Split it into seven skies after their having
been joined up, and Withheld it by His®" Command, and it stood upon its limitations.
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He?™i Made it to be bluish-green and surrounded the Force, having Humbled it to His@"
Command, and it submitted to His®" Prestige, and flow from it stopped due to His?™ fear.
And He?* Made mountains of its boulders and Scattered its contents and its pegs. He*" Set
it down in its positions and Necessitated its stability. So, its peaks went into the air and its
base was immersed in the water.
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He?2% Distributed its mountains upon its coasts and Fixed their foundations throughout its
outskirts and placed of its Installations. He®*"i Raised its peaks and Lengthened their bodies
and Made these as pillars for the earth and Installed pegs in them. So, it (earth) settled upon
its movements from either leaning with its inhabitants, or submerge with its burdens, or move
from its positions.
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Glorious is the One® Who Withheld it after the waves of its waters and Solidified it after its
wetness of its sides. He "l Made it as a cradle for His?"i creatures and Spread it out for them
as a bed above the deep oceans, sleeping, not flowing, and standing, not travelling. The

1 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 210
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stormy winds crackle it and the raging clouds draw water from it. Surely in that is a lesson for
one who fears [79:26] .2
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Sermon 212 — And from a sermon of his®%*
he?*%s had mobilised his?*** companions to
battle the people of Syria during its time
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‘O Allah-#2vil But rather, a servant from Your? servants listens to our words as being just,
not tyrannous, and betterment in the religion, and the world without corruption, but he still
refuses to it after having heard it, recoiling from helping You?*¥, and the slowing down from
strengthening Your?2¥ Religion.
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I#sws hereby keep You@ as Witness, O Greatest of the Witnesses of Testimony, and we keep
as witnesses upon him, the entirety of the ones settled in Your®" earth and Your?™ skies.
Then You™¥, afterwards, are the Needless from his help and One Seize him for his sins’.3
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Sermon 213 — And from a sermon of his#"s
in glorification of Allah®*I and revering Him"
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‘The Praise is for Allah?*%, Exalted from the resemblances of the creatures, the Overcomer of
the words of the describers, the Apparent with wondrous Management of His?% to the
beholders, and the Hidden with the Majesty of His®% Mighty from the thoughts of the
imaginers.

2 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 211
3 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 212
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The Knower without collecting (knowledge), neither by addition nor any knowledge
benefitted from. The Determiner of the entirety of the matters without reflecting or thinking,
the One®% Whom the darkness cannot overwhelm, nor can He?*" be illuminated by the
lights, nor does a night overcome Him3, nor does the day flow upon Him??%, His3Wi
realisation isn’t by the sights, nor is His* knowledge by the news’.
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And from it in mentioning the Prophet
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‘He®W Sent him™®"W with the illumination and Preceded him2%% regarding the Selection. The
corruption was corrected by him=®¥ and the troubles were overcome by him=®¥ and the

absurdities were disgraced by him=®"¥ and the griefs were eased by him®"¥, until straying
departed to the right and left’.*
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Sermon 214 — And from a sermon of his?@"%s,
he?Ys describes essence of the Rasool*VV,
and he @Y describes the scholars, and he2%s
preaches for the piety
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‘And from a sermon of his@%s: ‘And 1% testify that He* is Just, Dispenses justice, and
Decisive Ruling, and 1% testify that Muhammad2"¥ is His*" servant and His**) Rasools®"V
and chief of His®" servants.
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Every time, Allah®%¥ Reproduced the creatures into two sects, Made him™*™¥ to be in the
better of the two. Neither did a promiscuous one had a share in him=2"%¥ nor did an immoral
one associated in him™saww,

4 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 213
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Indeed, and Allah*" the Glorious has Made people for the good, and pillars for the truth, and
infallibility for the obedience, and that for every (act of) obedience there would be assistance
for you from Allah?® speaking upon the tongues, and affirming the hearts in it, being
sufficient for the one seeking sufficiency, and a healing for the one seeking healing.
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And know, that the servants of Allah??¥, preserving His?*% Knowledge, are making His??"
Making, and are bursting forth His* springs, connecting with the Wilayah and meeting each
other with the love, and they are ushering with the quenching cups, and are returning
saturated. Neither does the doubt affect them nor is the backbiting quick among them. Upon
that it (Wilayah) tied their creation and their manners. Upon it they are loving each other and
by it they are connecting with each other.
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So they were like the meritorious seeds, pure. It is taken from it and thrown away. The
purification has distinguished them, and scrutiny has refined them.
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The preaching for the piety
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Let a person accept the honour with its acceptance and let him be cautious of the Doom
before its permeation, and let a person look into the shortness of his days and littleness of his
stay in a house until he is replaced with a dwelling. Let him work for his transfer and known
stages of his transfer.
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Beatitude be for the one with a sound heart, obeying the one®%s guiding him, and shunning
the one ruining him, and he attains the way of safety with patience with the insight of the
one®%s who is insightful, and obedience to a guide of his"s instructions and rushes to the
guidance before its doors are closed and its means are cut off, and gets the repentance
opened up, and removes the stains (of sins), so he would be staying upon the road and guided
on the right way’.”
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Sermon 215 — And from a supplication of his
asws heasWs was frequently supplicating with
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‘The Praise is for Allah®*"l Who neither Caused me " to die, nor sick, nor with evil afflicting
upon my veins, nor Seized for my%s evil deeds, nor Cut off my?**s road, nor as reneging from
my3%s religion, nor a denier of my?“s Lord?%, nor estranged from my?%“ Eman, nor is
my?*¥s mind confused, nor Punished with Punishment of the communities before me=2s*s,
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I#W%s have become an owned slave, unjust to myself®“s, For You™*" is the Argument against
me 2" and there is no argument for me?"“s nor am 1#** capable to taking (anything) except
what You®¥ have Given me?%s, nor can I save myself®"s except what You?" Save
me %S from.
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O Allah-#Wi| |-asws seek Refuge with You™®% from being impoverished in Your?™ riches, or
straying in Your?™ Guidance, or being oppressed in Your?% Authority, or being persecuted
while the Command is for You??,

s Elaas 155 1o GAAS Thog 31 5 08 0 Wb 087 51 o5 ol 240
O Allah?2¥i1 Make my2*s soul to be the first honourable thing from my2*** honourable things
You?2i Take from me%s, and the first deposit from the deposits of Your?™ bounties You?"

Take back.
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O Allah?2¥i1 We seek Refuge with You?*¥ from going away from Your?*i Word, or from being
tempted away from Your#?" religion, or from pursuing our whims rather than the Guidance
which has come from Your®*¥i Presence!’®
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Sermon 216 — And from a sermon of his@"s
he had addressed it at Siffeen
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‘As for after, Allah??¥ the Glorious has Made rights upon you to be for me?*“* with governing
your affairs, and for you all there are rights upon me?*"s similar to those which are for me2s"s
upon you all!
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Right of the ruler and right of the citizen
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Then He#W the Glorious Made rights from His?*¥ rights Obligation some of the people upon
the others. He®*"l Made these as sufficing in its aspects, and Obligating each other, and part
of it is not Obligatory except by part, and the greatest of what the Glorious Obligated from
those rights is the right of the ruler upon the citizens, and right of the citizens upon the ruler,
being an Obligation Obligated by Allah?*¥ the Glorious, for every one upon every one.
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He??"i Made these to be a system as a kindness to them and honour of their Religion. Thus,
the citizens cannot be corrected except by the correct ruler, nor can the ruler be corrected
except by the steadfastness of the citizens. So, when the citizens fulfil to the ruler his right
and the ruler fulfils to them of their rights, the truth would be honour between them, and the
manifesto of the Religion would stand, and the affairs of justice would be judicial, and the
flow of the Sunnah would flow upon them.
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Thus, by that, the times would be correct and there would be a convection in the lasting of
the government, and the greed of the enemies would be despaired of. When the citizens
overcome upon its ruler, or the ruler suppresses his citizens, the word would differ over there
and the affairs of tyranny would appear, and mischief in the Religion would be frequent, and
the middle way of the Sunnah would be neglected.
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So, they would work with the whims, and suspend the rulings, and the illnesses of the soul
would be abundant. There would be no fear of suspending greater rights nor doing greater
wrongs. Over there, the righteous would be humiliated and the evil ones would be honoured,
and there would be great repercussions of Allah? with the servants.
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Upon you is to be with counselling each other during that, and goodly support upon it. There
isn’t anyone, and even if he is intensely eager upon pleasing Allah?¥/, and prolongs his
struggle in the deeds, to be able to reach the reality of what Allah?*¥ is Rightful of, from the
obedience to Him#, But, from the Obligatory rights of Allah*i upon the servants is the
council to the extent of their efforts, and co-operating with each other upon establishment
of the truth between them.
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There isn’t any person, and even if he is great of status regarding the truth, and advanced in
his merit of the Religion, to be above from co-operating (with others) upon what Allah"#" has
Loaded upon him of His®% Rights, nor is there any person, and even if the people have
belittled him, and the eyes have humbled him, to be below from co-operating upon that, or
assisting upon it.”.
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A man from his®"s companions answered him with a long speech, frequenting the praise
upon him™@"s in it, and mentioning his listening and obedience to him™=2s¥s,
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He % said: ‘Surely, from a right is that one should magnify the Majesty of Allah?¥ within
himself, and Majesty of His?*"i Position from him, that he should belittle in his presence all
what is besides it, and that the most rightful is one who was like that to the one who revered
the Attributes of Allah#¥ unto him, and Kindness of His?? favours to him, for the one who
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does not revere the Attributes of Allah®™ upon anyone except it would increase the
reverence of rights of Allah?" upon him.
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The most absurd of the states of the ruler in the presence of the righteous people is that he
thinks with them loving the pride and places their affairs upon the arrogance. And 1" have
disliked that there should be roaming in your thoughts that 1" love the listening to the
eulogies and the praises, but "¢ do not like that, by the praise of Allah??, And if 1% had
loved for that to be said, 1**"s would have neglected it in submissiveness to Allah?"i the
Glorious from taking what He®% is more rightful with it, of the Magnificence and the
Sublimeness.
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And sometimes the people release the praises after the afflictions, so you should not extol
praises upon me?“s with the beautiful praises of my2s"s extracting myself¥s to Allah**l and
to you all of the dissimulation (Tagiyyah) regarding the rights I*"¥* could not be free from
fulfilling these, and the Obligations there was no escape from implementing these.
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So do not speak to me™®"s with what you would speak to the tyrants with, nor keep away
from me™®"s with what the people of passion are evaded, nor mingle with me?“s with the
deception, nor think of me®"“* as being heaving regarding a truth said to me, and 1*"* do not
seek magnificence for myself@*s, for the one who considers the truth to be heavy if it is said
to him, or the justice if it is presented to him, the acting with these would be heaving upon
him.

ST 5A G o 2 B aSG ST s 2 5 28T Y 52 d T 8T 3 L 0 Ead 38 Ui st o % s 22 1,35 N0
hllal 33 W ol Galo b o 0 Gt 5 T QUEY G B 5 Y o 080 B 1T S O 5o

AR 333 Sl BT 5 s

Do not refrain from speaking the truth, or consultation with fairness, for %S am not within
myself, above from erring, nor is that safe from my?2"s deeds. Indeed! Allah-®*" Restrains
myself-2*"s, who He®*¥ is more controlling with it than 1% am, for rather | and you are owned
slaves of a Lord??, there is no Lord?%i other than Him?3¥. He®% Owns from us what we do
not own from ourselves, and He®% Extracts us from what we would be indulging in, to what
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He?2% Corrects us upon. Thus, He®¥ Replaces us with the guidance after straying, and Gives
us the insight after the blindness’.’
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Sermon 217 — And from a speech of his?*"*
regarding the grievance and the complaint
from Quraysh
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O Allah2wil |3sws seek Your??¥i Assistance against Quraysh and the ones assisting them, for
they have cut-off my?"s kinship, and overturned my?"* pot (rights), and they united upon
snatching away from me2%s my2s%s right I"#%* was foremost with than others.
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And they said, ‘Indeed! It would be right if you™"* were to take it (caliphate) and it would be
right if you™"s are prevented it, so either be patience in sadness or die in regret!’
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I#s%s Jooked around, and there was neither any supporter for me?"s nor any defender, nor
any assistant, except my2%s family members. 1% refrained with them from the death. [@%s
closed my ¥ eyes upon the speck and swallowed my?**s saliva upon the lump, and observed
patience by swallowing the rage upon (what was) bitterer than the colocynth and more
painful for the heart than slicing (carving) knives’.2
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The (compiler) Al-Shareef, may Allah®**i be Pleased with him™, said, ‘This speech is in two
previous sermons except that I'™ only mentioned it over here due to the differences of the two
reports’.
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Sermon 218 — And from a speech of his®"s in
mentioning the travellers of Al-Basra to
battle him2"s
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‘They are going ahead to the office bearers and treasurers of the public treasury of the
Muslims which is in my?%“s hands, and upon the people of the cities, all of them in my=ws
obedience and upon my?®"s allegiance. They divided their talk and corrupted upon their
communities, and they pounced upon my?#"“s Shias, and they killed a party of them by
treachery, and a party hit upon their swords and they struck until they met Allah-#" as
truthful’.?
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Sermon 219 — And from a speech of his®%s
when he#"s passed by Talha and Abdul
Rahman Bin Attab Bin Aseyd, and they had
both been slain on the day of the camel
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‘Abu Muhammad has come to this strange place. But, by Allah?2%il |3%s had disliked for
Quraysh to be killed beneath the belly of the stars. I"#%$ have come across my @ retaliation
from the clan of Abd Manaf, and notables of the clan of Jumh have escaped me®*s, They had
brought out their necks to a matter they did not happen to be its rightful ones, and they were

cut down below it’.10
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Sermon 220 — And from a speech of his®"s in
describing the traveller on the path to Allah-
22wl the Glorious

b J) LY B 5 gl 4 S 5 Gl 4 060 G e U G 5 ke Gl 5 als G5 s ek ol j il 2T B

& P °% oo e w s (& z/‘° <. T W .i 4 1o o 4 $ - wosdg
& 25 5 ads asl as 5o B G ek aglils 5, S5 5 LY 15 5 L)

‘He revived his intellect and killed off his self until his majesty (fat body) became thin, and his
harshness became kindness, and there flashed for him light of many flashes of lightning and
clarified the path for him and travelled with him on the way, and defended him from the
doors to the door of safety and the house of staying, affirmed his legs with the wishes of his
body regarding the state of safety and the rest due to what he had utilised his heart and
pleased his Lord-3w’ 11
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Sermon 221 — And from a speech of his®%s
having said it after reciting: The
augmentation diverts you [102:1] Until you
visit the graves [102:2]
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Oh the wishing for it, how distant it is, and visitors, how heedless they are of it, and danger,
how horrible it is. They are devoid from them of whichever lesson there is to take and instead
took them from remote places.

51220 15,% O 2 BT 10 195,80 08 5 80 i85 5 &gn Toles 24k 0dy 0K S s, 3 Dy 2ot gl |

e P 5 ks O e by s g 1kds OF

Are they priding with the graves of their forefathers of with the number of the deceased they
are boasting from the bodies? The bodies are decayed, and the movements have become still,
and because they are more rightful of being a lesson than from being a priding, and because
it is more of an argument with a side of disgrace of descending with than for a place of honour
to stand with them.

11 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 220
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They had looked at them with the weak sights, and they struck from them in the wading of
ignorance, and if they could speak on their behalf, the plains of those ruined houses and
vacant courtyards, these would say, ‘They have gone in the ground as strayers’, and you are
going in their heels in ignorance, treading in their skulls, and building buildings upon their
bodies and cultivating in what had uttered, and dwelling in what they had ruined.
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And rather the days between you and them are crying and lamenting upon you all. They are
your predecessors in their peak and ahead in reaching the watering place, those who had
honourable positions for them, and they milked the pride of kings, and they have been
ushered to the interior of purgatory in a way the ground has prevailed upon them being in it,
so it ate from their flesh and drank their blood.
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They have come to be in hollowness of their graves as inanimate objects not growing
(anymore), and hidden, nor to be found (anymore). They are neither panicking at the arrival
of horrors nor are they grieving at the adverse situations, nor do they care with the
earthquakes, nor are they listening to the thunders.
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They are hidden (gone), not being awaited, and witnesses not being present, and rather they
were together, so they are (now) scattered, and were compiled (as battalions), now they are
separated. Neither it has not been long, their time (in the world), nor is their neighbourhood
far. Their news is blinded (not known), and their houses are silent (from them), but they have
been quenched a cup (of death) which has replaced their talking with muteness, and the
hearing with the deafness, and the movement with the stillness.
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It is as if they are in a hopeless state, lying down in a sleep, neighbours not comforting each
other, and loved ones nor visiting each other. The handhold of familiarity has decayed
between them, and the means of brotherhood has been terminated from them. All of them
are alone while they are a group, and they are strangers while they are friends.
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They are neither recognising a morning for a night, nor an evening for a day which of the two
is newer. They are pretending in it. These are constantly upon them. They are witnessing the
dangers of their houses to be more terrible than what they had feared, and they are seeing
from its signs to be mightier than what they have estimated.
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Both the peaks (Paradise and Hell) have been extended for them up to beyond reach of fear
and hope. If they could have spoken with it, they would have been unable to describe what
they are witnessing and what they are seeing, and even though their traces have been hidden
and their news has been cut, the sight can return with the lessons among them, and the ears
of intellect can hear about them, and they can talk from without the aspects of speaking.
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They are saying, ‘The grinning faces have frowned, and the delicate bodies have crumbled,
we are wearing the decaying clothes, and it is gruesome upon us the narrowness of the lying
places, and we have inherited the loneliness, and the silent staying places are getting ruined
upon us. The beauty of our bodies has been erased, and our known features are abhorrent,
and, and our stay in the dwellings of loneliness is prolonged, and we cannot find any relief
nearby nor any vastness from narrowness.
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If you were to portray with your intellect or if the veils of covering were to be removed from
them for you, and their ears have been eaten up by the insects so they are deaf, and their
eyes have been applied with the Kohl of dust so they are blinded, and the tongues in their
mouths have been cut into pieces after their eloquence, and the hearts have been demolished
in their chests after their wakefulness.
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And the spoiling in every limb from them is a renewed decay of its ugliness, and the paths of
calamities have been pave toit. They have surrendered, so there is neither any hand to defend

nor any heart to grieve. You will see the sorrowness of the hearts and the specks of the eyes.
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For them, in every atrocity, there is an attribute of a situation not changing, and an adversity
nor clearing away. How many an honourable body being of dazzling beauty has been
consumed by the earth. In the world he had been provided with luxuries and nurtured in
nobility. He was pre-occupied with the happiness in a time of grief, and if a calamity befell
him he panicked to the pleasures and goodness of his life by his playing and sports.
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While he was smiling at the world and the world was smiling at him in the shade of a life of
heedlessness, when the times trampled him with thorns and the days broke his strength, and
the death looked at him from nearby. So there mingled with him grief he had not known, and
whispering of worries he had not felt before, and natural illnesses were produced in him
(instead of) what health he had been with.
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So he panicked to what the doctors had familiarised him for settling the heat with the cold,
and stirring the cold with the hot. But nothing was extinguished with the cold except eruption
of (more) heat, nor stirred by the hot except agitating (more) coldness, nor could he adjust
the mood of that nature except there was an extension from it of every with a disease until
his illnesses increased and his nurses were helpless and his family lost the ability to describe
his illness and they were mute from answering the questioners about him.
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And they contended with each other besides him, concealing the serious news. A speaker
said, ‘He is with what he is with’, and he consoled them with hopes of his good health, and
(someone) advised them with being patient upon his loss reminding them of the examples of
the past ones from before him.
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While he was like that upon a wing (verge) of separating from the world and leaving the life,
when a choke from his chokings presented to him. The implementations of his discernments
was bewildered, and wetness of his tongue dried up.
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How many important questions he knew its answer but he was unable to respond to it, and a
call painful to his heart, he heard it but was deaf from it, from an elder he used to revere or a
young one he used to be merciful with. For the death there are pangs which are more terrible
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which can be enwrapped by its description, or can be realised by intellects of people of the
world’. 12
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Sermon 222 — And from a speech of his?®%s
having said it at the recitation of: Men whom
neither trading nor selling diverts them from
the Zikr of Allah [24:37].
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‘Allah2*" Glorious has Made the Zikr to be a polishing for the hearts to hear with it after the
deafness and be insightful with it after the blindness, and succumb with it after the obstinacy.
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And there did not depart for Allah3?" His?% Mighty Favours in the period after the period,
and in times are the times of gap period (of the Prophets®s), servants He®" Rescued them in
their thinking, and Spoke to them with their intellects.
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So, they became awakened by the Noor in the hearing and the sight and the heart,
remembering the days of Allah"#" and fearing His®" Pausing them in the status of pointers
in the wilderness. One who took with the middle path was praising Him3?¥ His3?% Path and
His#¥ Glad tidings with the salvation, and the one who took to the right and the left, they
condemned His?™i path, and they were cautioned of the destruction, and they were like that,
lamps in that darkness, and pointer in those suspicions.
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And for the Zikr there are people who have taking it as a replacement from the world, so
neither trade nor selling pre-occupies them from it. By (Zikr) they are cutting the days of the
life, and they are alerting with the rebukes from the Prohibitions of Allah?* into the ears of

12 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 221
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the heedless ones, and instructing them with the fairness by practicing it, and they are
forbidding from the evil and are staying away from it.
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It is as if they are cutting across the world to the Hereafter while they are in it, so they are
witnessing what is beyond that.
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It is as if they are notified of the hidden matters of the people of purgatory regarding the
length of their stay in it, and the Qiyamah has been proven true upon them of its Promises.
So they uncovered that covering of people of the world until it was as if they were seeing
what the people could not see, and they were hearing what they could not hear.
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If you were to resemble them to your intellect in their praise-worthy positions and their
witnessed gatherings, and the registers of their deeds having been published, and they are
free for the Reckoning themselves upon every minor and major sin, and they have been
Commanded with but they were deficient about these, and they had been Forbidden from it
but there were excessive in it, and they were loaded with the weight of their burdens on their
backs, so they were too weak to be independent with it.

bele S5 5 B 1g B30 8 58 plien 5 0 BT A It 5 o ol e 15 ) s LA 1 5 Tt 15008

P 1 o o o s e & % _ F o o . A s g
wb adle B bt aais 3 LIS delin 2 Sdel 5 2D ST 2 S 5 5 S

They wept with a crying and they whimpered with whisperings, bewailing to their Lord3%
from a position of regret, and acknowledgement, you will see (them as) flags of guidance, and
lamps for darkness, the Angels to have surrounded them, and the tranquillity having
descended upon them, and the gateways of the sky opened up for them, and the honourable
seats to have been prepared for them in the position Allah®*¥ had Notified them regarding
it.
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He??" js Pleased with their striving and Praised their positions, as they breathed in His# Call
the breeze of the aromatic transcendence. They are destitute to His®% Grace, and
humiliation of imprisonment to His®% Magnificence. The prolonged imprisoned as injured

their hearts, and the length of the crying (has injured) their eyes.
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For every door there is a desire to Allah??¥ from them, a hand they are knocking with. They
are asking the One?™ there is no restriction for His@" Generosity, nor are the desirous
disappointed to Him?2¥, Therefore reckon yourself for yourself, for other souls will have a
reckoning (for you) besides you’.!3
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Sermon 223 - And from a speech of his2"s at
the recitation of: O you, the human being!
What deceived you with your Lord, the
Benevolent? [82:6].
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‘I hereby refute the argument of the questioner, and cut-off his excuses and have left him
to his own ignorance. O human being! What has made you to be audacious upon your sins,
and what has made you to be careless about your Lord?™, and what has made you to be
satisfied with the destruction of your own self. Is there no cure for your sickness and no
awakening from your sleep?
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But have you no pity for yourself like you have upon the others? Sometimes you see the one
exposed to the sun, so you provide him with the shade, or you see someone afflicted with
pains on his body, so you cry out of mercy for him. So, what makes you to be patient upon
your own sickness and firm upon your own calamities, and what has consoled you from
weeping upon yourself, although your life is more precious to you. And how come the fear of
an ailment does not keep you awake at nights although you are on your way to the Wrath of
Allah??¥ due to your sins?
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Therefore, medicate from the sickness of the stagnation in your heart with determination,
and from the sleep of heedlessness in your looks with the wakefulness and be obedient to
Allah?™i and be comforted with His#*% Zikr, and picture (yourself) being is a state of turning

13 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 222
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away from Him?™ and He®™i is Coming towards you?% Calling you to His*" Pardon and

Covering you in of His®% Grace while you are turning away from Him?*i to someone else.
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He?™ s Exalted from strength. How Benevolent He?" is and Forbearing, while you are

humbled from weakness. How audacious you are upon disobeying Him?®" and you are
staying in the canopy of His®" veil and turning in the vastness of His?*" Grace!
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But He® does not Prevent you of His®" Grace and does Take away His?*" veil away from
you, but you have not been vacant from His*"i Kindness for the blink of an eye, being in the
bounties He* Keeps Bringing into occurrence for you, or evil deeds He?*"i has Concealed
upon you, or an affliction He®" has Turned it away from you. So, what are your thoughts of
Him#%, had you obeyed Him32¥?
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And % swear by Allah@¥! If these attributes had been in two being compatible in the
strength, matching each other in might, you would have been the first judge upon yourself

with condemning the manners and evil deeds.
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And truly I®% am saying! The world has not deceived you, but you have deceived yourself
with it, and it had uncovered the advice for you and has proclaimed to you upon the
equalness, it is with what you had been threatened of the descent of the afflictions in your
body and the reduction in your strength. 1" am being truthful and loyal to be lying to you
or deceiving you.
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And sometimes the advisers of it are accused in your presence, and a truthful one is belied of
its news, and if you were to know it in the collapsed houses and the empty quarters (ruins),
you will find it a goodly reminder for you and far-reaching preaching for you with a place of
the One?*"l Compassionate upon you, and Cares for you.
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And best is a house for the one not pleased with it as a house, and a place for one not making

it a place of homeland, and that the fortunate ones with the world tomorrow, they are the
one fleeing away from it today.
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When the earthquakes shake, and the Qiyamah is proven true with its majesty, and every
ritual will be joined with its people, and with every deity will be its worshipper, and with every
obeyed one will be people having obeyed him.
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On that Day it will not be allowed in His®*" Justice and His®" Fairness, a pinhole of a sight in
the air, nor whisper of a foot in the ground except by its right. So how many an argument will
be voided on that Day, and related excuses cut off.

W,Ja plas :L;ja;;L;jM 85k 3 :SMWJ“J_SAM&’ uJéu L; »}M o &35 5 ﬂjl";iu; hski s 5{;?‘5,/: 25

So, scrutinise from your affairs what your excuse can be standing with, and your argument
can be proven with, and take whatever remains for you from what there is no lasting for it,
and travel on your journey, and smell the flash of salvation, and roll up your belongings for
the departure!’4

Sermon 224 — And from a speech of his?*"*
disavowing from the injustice
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‘By Allah??"1 If | were to spend a night upon the thorns of Al-Sa’dan (a thorny bush) being
awake, and I®"s am dragged bound in shackles, it would be more beloved to me®"s than if
I3sWs were to meet Allah™®" and His @ Rasool*"¥ on the Day of Qiyamah having been unjust
to one of the servants and having usurped something from the debris (of the world). And how
can 1% pbe unjust to any soul its body is hastening to the decay and its permeation is
prolonged in the soil.
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By Allah?2¥il |3%s haye seen (my Y brother) Ageel and he had become bankrupt to the
extent that he asked me™®s for a Sa’a (3kg) of your wheat, and I"#%* saw his children as of
shaggy types due to their poverty, and if their faces had been darkened with the dark indigo.
And he kept coming back and reiterating the word upon me2%s, [#%s |istened intently to him
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and he thought that I®"* would sell my2s*s religion to him and follow his lead separating from
my 25 path.
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I#sWs heated an iron for him, then brought it closer to his body to teach him a lesson with it.
He yelled with a yell as one yells from pangs of his illness, and he had almost been burned
from its branding. 1" said to him: ‘May the mourners mourn over you, O Ageel! Are you
yelling from an iron heated by a human being for his playing and you are dragging me2** to
a Fire inflamed by its Subduer for His?*" Wrath? Are you yelling from the harm and %
should not yell from the Flame (of Hell)?’
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And more surprising than that is a comer at night (Al-Ash’as Bin Qays) came to us®"s with a
cabbage mix in a bowl and a kneaded mix, it was as if it had been kneaded with saliva of a
serpent or its vomit. %S said, ‘Is it help or Zakat or charity? All that is Prohibited unto us@s%s,
People?®Ys the Household’.
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He said, ‘Neither that nor that, but it is a gift’.
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I#sWs said: ‘May the pregnant ones weep over you! Is it about the religion of Allah*I you have
come to me % to deceive me@"“s, or are you confused, or are you with insanity, or are you
delirious? By Allah2"il Even if I*%s am given the contents of the seven skies along with that
is under these upon a condition that 1% disobey Allah?*I by confiscating a grain of barley
from an ant, IS will not do so, and your world in my®"s presence is lesser than a (Piece of)
leaf in the mouth of a locust (chewing it).
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What is to Ali®"s and perishable bounties, and pleasures which do not last? We@"s seek
Refuge with Allah#¥ from a lapse of the intellect and the ugly missteps, and with Him*" we

seek Assistance’.1®
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Sermon 225 — And from a supplication of his
asws geeking shelter to Allah?*" to Make him"
asws self-sufficient
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‘O Allahs®"WI Protect my®%s face with the self-sufficiency and do not let my?"s status fall
with the impoverishment, so 1Y have to seek sustenance with the one seeking sustenance
from You??¥, and seek compassion from the evil ones of Your??¥ creatures, and engage in
praising the one who gives me®"s, and be tempted is condemning the one who prevents
me s, while You™®™" are the one behind that, all of it, in charge of the Giving and the
Preventing, You are Able upon all things!’ [66:8] .1®
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Sermon 226 — From a sermon of his@"s
regarding the fleeing from the world
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‘(The world) is a house surrounded with the afflictions and well known with the betrayals. Its
situations are not constant nor are its dwellers safe. Its situations are variable, and its ways
keep changing. The life in it is condemnable and the safety from it is non-existent, and rather
its people in it are targets being shot at by its arrows and it annihilates them with its deaths.
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And know, servants of Allah#%! You and whatever you are in from this world, are upon a way
of the ones who had passed before you, from the ones who were on longer lives that you,
and they dwelled in the houses, and were of further impacts. Their voices have become silent,
and their movements have become still, and they bodies have decayed, and their houses are
vacant, and their traces have been effaced.
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And their splendid castles and soft cushions have been replaced with the blocks of rocks and
the stones (tombs) and the dug-out graves which have been built for the ruination of its
annihilation, and its construction is with the soil. Their places are near to each other while its
occupants are lonely, strangers between the people of the places.
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And the people with free times are busy. They are neither being comforted with the (new)
homelands nor are they connecting (communicating) as the connection of the neighbours,
based upon the nearness of what is between them and close by houses. And how can there
be visitations between them, and the decay has grinded them with the stones and the soil.
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And it is as if you are going to what they have gone to, and that lying place is catching you,
and that depository has gripped you. So how will it be with you if the affairs come to an end
with you and the graves expel (its contents)? That is where every soul shall become
acquainted with what it sent before, and they would be returned to Allah, their true Master,
and it be lost from them what they had been fabricating [10:30].*"
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Sermon 227 — And from a supplication of his’
asws in it he?s¥s seeks shelter to Allah™ to
Guide him to the rightful guidance
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‘O Allah™#%il You are the most comforting of the comforters with Your??¥ friends and Present
them with the sufficiency for the ones reliant upon You?¥, You?? are Present with them in

their privacy and Notify upon them in their consciences, and You?* Know the extent of their
insights. So their secrets are uncovered to You?? and their hearts are yearning to You??,

4 5 g5 8% 2 0 L o 1 1 H oT- o g ° Qs T a8 on L oF 2
Slad e Wpalas 3 a8V 25T 0L Wle B gl ) 18 Calladd) dgdle &80 O 3 3583 23T Egel e )]

17 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 226
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If loneliness makes them estranged, Your?™i Zikr comforts them, and if the calamities are
difficult upon them, they shelter to seek Shelter with You?* knowing that the reins of the
matters are in Your? Hands, and their implementation is from Your??¥ Decrees.
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O Allah@2! If | am unable to express my request or am blinded from my demands, then Point
me upon my betterment and Seize me with my heart to my rightful guidance, for that isn’t a
denial of Your?™ Gifts, nor innovative from Your?? Sufficiency.

O Allah™#"il Carry me upon Your?™ Pardon and do not Carry me upon Your?? justice’.18
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Sermon 228 — And from a speech of his?*"*
intending some of his®"“* companions with it
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‘By Allah?™, how good was so and so! He had straightened the crookedness and cured the
iliness, and established the Sunnah, and opposed the Fitna. He went (died) with untarnished
clothes (good deeds), little of faults. He achieved its good and was safe from its evils. He
fulfilled to Allah??¥ His#% obedience and feared Him2s"* with its right. He departed and left
them in different paths. Neither the straying one was guided by it nor did the guided one
convinced’.®

Explanatory note:

Ibn Hadeed in his elaboration (Shara) of Nahjul Balagha?® alleges that the person Amir Al-
Momineen Ali*"s [bn Abi Talib?*"s is referring to is Thani (Umar), which is impossible as Amir
Al-Momineen@%s has, at many places denounced the Bidah (heresies) of Awwal and Thani
(Abu Bakr and Umar), e.g., Nahjul Balagha sermon of Shagsheeya (Sermon no. 3)?%, at another
place?? referring to the alteration in the religion. As an example Umar changed the location

18 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 227

1% Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 228
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of Mugam e Ibrahim.?® At another place a number of other innovations introduced by the
Awwal and Thani are mentioned by Amir Al-Momineen Ali®"s lbn Abi TalibsWs 24,

The Shara Ibn Hadeed (who was not from Shias but Mutzali — who believed in logic and
theology and praise the first three Caliphs) was compiled 250 years after compilation of
Nahjul Balagh by Syed Razi (who was a poet and literary person hence compiled letters,
sermons and sayings based on beauty of Arabic language and depth as being the only criteria
neither mentioning the source nor the narrators — the above sermon comes from a non-shia
source and is not included in any of Shia Ahadith books). However, a famous scholar Ali lbn
Nasir who lived during the time of Syeda Al-Razi, writes in his Shara (elaboration of Nahjul
Balagha): ¢ Al Jguny das Caadg (I dnddl S e that (ALY Ibn Abi Talib™™) is referring to one
of his®"* companions who had escaped the Fitna (strive) which took place after the passing
away of Rasool Allah=®"W_ This was also endorsed by a latter scholar Qutab-u-deen who
wrote:
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(Imam Ali-®%s) has referred to a companion who had already passed away prior to the strive
and disturbances which took place after Rasool Allah=?¥%, There are several indisputable
Bidah (heresies) introduced solely by the Thani (Umar), e.g., addition of ‘Assalatu Khairum
Minan Naum’ in the morning Azan and the Tarawih salat during the nights of the month of
Ramazan.

229

o . } -
DL atey Cavce 36 A AN s o
- 2 * A S

Sermon 229 — And from a speech of his®"* in
describing his@*¥* allegiance with the
caliphate

[adde LUL dtn pazs 18 1,2 JU]
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And the place of the Standing Place (of Ibrahim-2%) is that which Ibrahim-s had placed it by the wall of
the House. So it did not cease to be over there until the people of the Pre-Islamic period transferred it
to the place in which it is in today. So when the Prophetsa"w conquered Makkah, hesa*¥ returned it to
the place where Ibrahim-2s had (originally) placed it. So it did not cease to be over there until the rule of
Umar Bin Al-Khattab. So he asked, ‘Who are the ones from you who recognise the place which the
Standing Place (of Ibrahim-%) used to be in?’ So a man said, ‘l do. | had taken its measurement with a
belt, so it is with me’. So he said, ‘Come to me with it’. So he went to him with it. So he (Umar) measured
it, then returned it to that place (of the Pre-Islamic period)’.2® Also in Ahtijaj e Tabrasi, dal e zlaiay)
264 0= 1z ¢(sbll) Zs)
24 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 82 — The Book Salat —Ch 55 H 5, 260 (U= 827 ¢(wsw - b) DY ey
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Al-Shareef (the compiler) said, ‘And similar to it has preceded with different wordings’.
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‘And they spread out my 2% hand, but I restrained it, and they extended it, but I@%s
withheld it. Then you all thronged upon me2** like the thronging of the thirsty camels upon
their watering troughs on the day they arrive (from the desert), to the extent that the slipper
was broken, and the cloak fell off, and the weak one was trampled, and the cheerfulness of
the people due to their pledging allegiances to me % reached such that the young rejoiced
and the elderly hobbled to it, and the sick ones were carried to it, and the adolescent girls ran
around without veils’.?>
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Sermon 230 — And from a sermon of his®"*
regarding other aims
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‘Surely, fear of Allah¥ is a key to guidance and a treasure of the Hereafter, and liberation
from every ownership (slavery) and salvation from every destruction. By it, the seeker
succeeds and the fleer escapes and the desirous one achieves.

[ ]
The merit of (good) deeds
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Therefore work, and the deeds get raised, and the repentance benefits, and the supplication
is heard, and situation is calm, and the Pens are flowing (recording the deeds); and rush with
the deeds before the age is overturned (into old age), or a withholding illness, or pure death
(comes to you).
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Surely, the death is a demolisher of your pleasures, and dampens your lustful desires, and

distances your objectives. (It is) an unloved visitor, a pair not to be overcome, and an
unsought killer. It casts its ropes to you and its evils surround you, and aims it’s arrows to you,

%5 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 229
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its sway over you is mighty, and its enmity is continuous upon you, and it hardly misses (turns
away) from you.
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Very soon the gloom of its darkness will overwhelm you, and the severity of its illness, and
darkness of its immersion, and nonsensical utterances during its pangs, and pain of its
destruction, and darkness of its layers, and bitterness of its taste.
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Itis asif it is coming to you suddenly, so it silences your whisperers, and separates your group,
and effaces your impacts, and devastates your houses, and urges your inheritors to distribute
your inheritances between the special intimate ones who did not benefit and the grieving
near relatives could not protect you, and additionally, the gloaters were not alarmed (for you).

The merit of effort
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Therefore, it is upon you all with the striving, and the struggling, and equipping, and the
preparation, and the providing in the house of provision, and do not let the world deceive you
like what the ones before you from the past communities had been deceived and the bygone
generations, those who has milked its udders and attained its deceit, and depleted their
periods, and worn out its new things.
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Their dwellings became graves, and their wealth became an inheritance(s). Neither are they
recognising the ones who come to them (their graves) nor are they paying attention to the
one who cries for them, nor are they responding to the ones calling them.

i 85 Y 5 W ks ¥ 5 WK Al Y F8 el £ Bt 300 i B Gp gl gisg
Therefore be cautious of the world for it is treacherous, deceitful, cheating. It gives, prevents,
clothes, strips. Its prosperity is not permanent nor are its hardships terminal, nor does its
afflictions die down’.
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And from it in describing the ascetics
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From a sermon of his@"“s in description of the ascetics: ‘They were a group from people of the
world, and they weren’t from its people (inhabitants). They were in it like the one who wasn’t
from it. They worked in it with what they were seeing (insightful of) and they were rushing in
it what they were careful of. Their bodies fluctuated in the midst of people of the Hereafter.
They were seeing people of the world venerating the death of their bodies and they were
intensely revering at the death of the hearts of their loved ones!’2®
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Sermon 231 - And from a sermon of his#%“s
having addressed it at Zi-Qaar, and he®"*
was heading to Al-Basra. Al-Waqidi has
mentioned it in the book ‘Al-Jamal’
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Hea% proclaimed whatever He**" had been Commanded with, and delivered the Message
of hiss®W Lord#¥, When Allah®*¥ Did the proclamation by him*™¥, He# Filled up the
cracks (divisions) by him*2"¥ and Caused affection between the ones with relationships by
himS2WW after the enmity and the malice in the chests, and the deep-rooted grudges in the

hearts’.?’
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26 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 230
27 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 231
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Sermon 232 - And from a speech of his"s
he?"Ys spoke with Abdullah Bin Zam’ah, and
he is from his?@*"¢ Shias, and that is because
he had arrived to him during his@"s
caliphate seeking wealth from him2"s,
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He@#%s said: ‘This wealth is neither for me s nor for you, and rather it is a war booty of the
Muslims, and their swords have pulled it. So, if you had participated in their wars, there would

be for you like their share, or else the harvest of their hands cannot happen to be for other
than their mouths’.2®
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Sermon 233 — And from a speech of his®%s
when one of them came forward to talk, but
was confined, and it is regarding merits of
People?"Ys of the Household, and description
of corruption of the times
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‘Indeed! And the tongue is part of the human being, so the words do not assist him when it
prevents, nor does the talking respite him when it dilates, and we are commanders of the
speech, and in us are its roots and upon us its branches are hanging.
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The corruption of times

S Osillatar olandt Jo O T s sl 5 S el 3 S 5 o ey s o S0 2K 1

PO Y R AT DR TP S PERE 1 /";'/;:))EC 032 (] L m72 oS sl4 . T 08 h . B (2 o025 | ZoN]
s 2k Jon Y 3 akS iR dlaad ¥ B3 526 [10] 5 Bl LA 5T A 53 2R oSy

And know, may Allah®" have Mercy on you all, you are in an era there are few speakers of
the truth during it, and tongues are scarce from the truthfulness, and the one sticking to the
truth is disgraced. Its people are secluding upon the disobedience, getting used to the
vulgarities. Their young ones are violent, their youth are sinful, their learned are hypocrites,
and their readers (of the Quran) are insincere. Their small ones are not revering their elders,
nor are their rich supporting their poor’.?®

Sermon 234 — And from a speech of his*"*
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‘It reported by Al-Yamani, from Ahmad Bin Quteyba, from Abdullah Bin Yazeed, from Mali Bin
Dahiya who said, ‘We were in the presence of Amir Al-Momineen Ali®** and there had been
mentioned in his®"Ys presence, the differing of the people, he®%s said: ‘But rather, the
difference between them is their clays, and that is because they split from swampy land and
its fresh one, and from its rugged ground and its soft one, so they are upon a measurement
of nearness of their land they are closer to, and upon a measurement of their being different
from it they are separating.
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So, the complete soul is deficient of intellect, and one of tall stature is short of courage, and
a pure of deed is ugly of looks, and a short one is of far sightedness, and a good of nature is
evil of trait, and one loose of heart is of bewildered mind, and a sharp-tongued one has a
wakeful heart’.3°
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2% Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 233
30 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 234
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Sermon 235 - From a speech of his?"s
having said it and he®"* was in charge of
washing Rasool-Allah**"Y and preparing him"

Saww
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May my2"s father?®s and my2"s mother?* be (sacrificed) for you™2"%, O Rasool-Allah=a"W!| By
yours®™W nassing away, there has been cut off what did not get cut off from the death of
others - the Prophet-hood, and the prophecies, and the news of the sky.
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Yous@W gre special until you™®""¥ became a consolation from the ones besides you™®*¥, and
general until the people became the same regarding you™®*%, and had you™®*" not instructed
with the patience and forbidden from the panic, we would have shed upon you™s®" a store
of water (tears), but the disease (of death) cannot be subsided and the grief opposed, and it
would have been little for yous2"V¥, but it (death) is such, there is no control on reversing it
nor is one able to repel it.
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May my2%s father? and my?%“* mother? be (sacrificed) for yous®¥! Remember us in the

Presence of your*®™¥ Lord?*, and Make us to be from your?s¥s main concerns’.3!

Explanatory Note:

Ahadith are to be considered with background and context, crying and lamenting are very
well proven from the Holy Quran (12:84-86)32, i.e., the crying of Prophet Yaqoob-2s over
the separation of his son (Prophet Yousef-as) - until Prophet Yaqoob-as lost his-2s vision due
to the intensity of crying.

In Sermon 235, Amir Al-Momineen-2%s calms down those around him-2sws near the holy
grave of Rasool-Allahsaww, to console them and restrain them from their pre-Islamic
mourning rituals at the great loss of their beloved Prophetsaww, However, we find in
many Ahadith that Rasool Allah-saww, during his-saww lifetime, had cried over the martyrs

31 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 235
32 Sura Yusuf (Joseph) 12 - From Ayat: 84 to 86
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and did not stop others from crying but rather encouraged them (i.e., Shahadat of Hamza-
asws)

In the same book ‘Nahjul Balagha’, referring to another occasion, Amir Al-Momineen-asws
reminds the warriors of the grief over the martyrdom of their brethren, who lost their
lives in the way of Allah-2z2¥i by reminding them the rights of the martyrs over them: ‘There
is a right for us that we should be thirsty (vearning) for them (mentioning their departure
with heavy hearts) and we should bite the hands upon their separation’ (See the Hadith
below).
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‘He-asws (Ali-asws [bn Abi Talib-2sws) said in one of his-2sws sermons: ‘Where are the people,
those who were called to Al-Islam so they accepted it, and they read the Quran and made
it their judge, and they were urged to the Jihad so they leapt the leaping of the camel to
its children, and they bared the swords from their sheaths and took to the outskirts of the
earth in groups and groups, and rows and rows. Some were killed and some survived.
They were not rejoicing with the life nor were they consoled about the dead ones.

Sl o 52 nt Jo 220 5o N1 2 Sl G o2 8 P e 0GB a ) e 0280 2

A e ¥ S 5 el Wl O W 58 Gl sy

The eyes were dried from the crying, the bellies were flat from the fasting, the lips were
parched from the supplications, the colours were paled from the vigils, and their faces
were dusty as the fearing ones. They are my-2sws brethren, the ones gone away! There is a
right for us that we should be thirsty (yearning) for them and we should bite the hands
upon their separation”.33

Ali-asws’s desire to wail at the grave of Syeda-asws

It is reported in Al-Kafi, Amir ul-Momineen-2s*s said the following at the time of burial of
his-asws wife and daughter of Rasool Allah-saww (Syeda Fatima-asws):
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33 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 66 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 37 H 30
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Greetings of farewell is not what I-asws say, nor out of weariness. So, if [-2sws Jeave, it would
not be from disappointment, and if I-a"s stay it would not be from pessimism with what
Allah-2zwj Promised the patient ones. Alas! And the patience is more fruitful and more
beautiful and were it not for the pre-dominance of the mischievous ones, [-3sws would have
made the place (shrine) and the remaining (here as a caretaker) to be unambiguous and
wailed the wailing of the bereaved mother upon the calamity of the child. (An extract) 34

Rasool Allah-saww Shed tears for his-saww son Ibrahim-

asws
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‘From Abu Abdullah-2sws having said: “The Prophet?s heard a woman, when Usman Bin
Mazoun died, and she was saying, ‘Congratulations to you, O Abu Al-Saib, of the Paradise!’
The Prophetsavw said: ‘And what is your knowledge? It would suffice you to that you
should be saying, ‘He used to love Allah-2zwi Mighty and Majestic and His22wi Rasool-saww’,
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When Ibrahim-s, son-2s of Rasool-Allah-saww passed away, the eyes of Rasool-Allah-saww

filled with tears. Then the Prophet-saww said: ‘The eyes are tearful and the heart is grieving
and we-sa"w are not saying what would Anger the Lord-2z¥j, and [saww am with you-3s, O

Ibrahim-s, grieving’.
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Then the Prophetsaww saw a flaw in his-s grave, so he-savw evened it with his-savw hand,

then said: ‘When one of you does something, so let him be proficient in it". Then he-saww
said: ‘Join with your-2s righteous ancestor Usman Bin Mazoun”.3>

34 Al Kafi V 1 - The Book of Divine Authority, CH 114, H 3 - Al-Kafi (:2&1\ - Volume 1 | (hubeali.com),
35 Bihar Al Anwaar - V 22, The book of our Prophetsavw, P4 Ch 1 H 16
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Rasool Allahsa»w Cried on Martyred Hamza-2sws Ibn
Abu Mutlib-asws
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(An extract - at the end of Battle of Ohad, Rasool Allahsaww asked about his beloved
Uncle): Rasool-Allahsa%w said to Amir Al-Momineen-2sws: ‘O Ali-asws! Search for your-asws
uncle-asws’, Ali-asws went and stopped at Hamza-asws, and he-2sws (also) disliked to return to
Rasool-Allahsaww (to report the mutilated body of Hamza-2sws). So, Rasool-Allah-saww came
until he-savw paused at him-2sws, When he-s2ww saw what had happened with him-2asws, he-
saww cried, then said: ‘By Allah-azwjl [-saww have not paused at any pausing at all more
outrageous to me-saww than this place. If Allah-2#%i were to Enabled me-saw¥ upon Quraysh,
[-saww will reciprocate with seventy of their men’.
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Jibraeel-as descended unto him-saww and said: ‘And if you punish, then retaliate with the
like of that which you were punished with; and if you are patient, [16:126]. Rasool-
Allah-saww said: ‘But, Isaww shall be patient’. Rasool-Allah-saww cast hissaww cloak upon
Hamza-asws which, was upon him-saww, When he-saww extended it upon his-2sws head his-asws
legs were exposed. And when he-saww covered his-asws legs his-2sws head was exposed. So,
he-saww extended it upon his-asws head, and Ali-2s"s cast some grass upon his-2svs |egs.
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He said, ‘And Iblees2 shouted at Al-Medina (during the Battle of Ohad), ‘Muhammad-saww
has been killed!” There did not remain anyone from the women of the Emigrants and the
Helpers except and they came out, and (Syeda) Fatima-2sws daughter-2sws of Rasool-Allah-
saww came out sprinting upon her-2sws feet until she-2sws came to Rasool-Allah-s2"w and sat
in front of himsaww, Whenever Rasool-Allahsaww cried, she-as¥s cried, and whenever he-
saww wailed, she-2sws wailed... (An extract).3¢

Also, in another account (an extract):

36 Bihar Al-Anwaar - V 20, The book of our Prophetsaww, P 3 Ch 12 H 3
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He said, ‘And Rasool-Allah-saww left to go to Al-Medina when the killed ones were buried
(after Battle of Ohad). Hesaww passed by the houses of the clan of Ash’al and clan of Zafar,
and hesaww heard wailing of the lamenters upon their killed ones. The eyes of Rasool-
Allah-saww fijlled up and hesaww cried, then said: ‘But Hamza-2sws js such, no one is crying
for him-asws today’. When Sa’ad bin Muaz and Aseyd Bin Huzeyr heard it, they said, ‘No
woman should cry over her loved ones until (Syeda) Fatima-2sws comes (here to cry over
Hamza-2sws) and she is pleased (with your crying over Hamza-2sws). When Rasool-Allah-
saww_heard the (crying) activity upon Hamza-2sws and hesaww was in the presence of
(Syeda) Fatima-asws at the door of the Masjid, hesaww said: ‘Return, may Allah-2zwj have
Mercy on you, for [-s2ww feel sorry for yourselves (the martyred ones)” (An extract).37

Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Upon the likes of Ja’far-asvs, let
the crying ones cry
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And from Salim Bin Abu Al-Ja’ad who said, ‘Rasool-Allah-savw saw in the dream Ja’far-asws
Bin Abu Talib-asws with two wings stained with the blood”.
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And from Ibn Umar who said, ‘We found what is between the chest of Ja’far-asws and his-
asws shoulders and what faces from it, ninety injuries, what is between the strike of the
sword, and stab of the spear. And when the news of expiry of Ja'far-asws came to the
Prophet-saww, his-asws wife Asma Bint Umays came, and he-s2ww consoled her regarding her
husband Ja’far-asws; and (Syeda) Fatima-2sws came and she?2ws was crying and saying:

‘Waah uncle!’ Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Upon the likes of Ja'far-asws, let the crying ones cry”.
38

Also:
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37 Bihar Al-Anwaar - V 20, The book of our Prophetsawvw, P 3 Ch 12 H 28
38 Bihar Al-Anwaar - V 22, The book of our Prophetsaww, P 4 Ch 5 H 25
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Al-Sadiq=sws said: ‘Rasool-Allahsaww said to (Syeda) Fatima-2sws: ‘Go and cry upon the son
of your-asws uncle-asws, so even if you2sws do not supplicate with heaviness (in your-asws
heart), whatever you-asvs say, you-asws would have been truthful’.
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And Muhammad Bin Is’haq mentioned from Urwa who said, ‘When the companions of
Motah came Rasool-Allah-sa2vw met them and the Muslims were with him-saww, They went
on pouring the soil upon them and saying, ‘O escapers, you have fled in the Way of Allah-
azwjl” Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘They aren’t fleers, but they are the attackers, if Allah-22vi so
Desires”. (An Extract)3°
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(The book) ‘Man La Yahzar Al-Fageeh’ - Al-Sadig2sws said: ‘The Prophetsaww, when the
(news of) expiry of Ja’far-asws Bin Abu Talib-2sws and Zayd Bin Haris came to him-=saww,
whenever he-saww entered hissavw house, he-saww frequented the crying upon them both a

lot, and was sayving: ‘They used to discussed with me-saww and comfort me-saww, and they
are both gone”.40
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Sermon 236 — And from a speech of his®%s
narrating in it mentioning what happened
from him"* after emigration of the
Prophet=?"", then joining with him "W
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‘I*s%s went on to follow the route taken by Rasool-Allah*®*V¥, following his*®*"% mention until
I*W%s ended to Al-Arj’.#
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39 Bihar Al-Anwaar - V 21, The book of our Prophetsavw, P 3 Ch 24 H9
40 Bihar Al-Anwaar - V 21, The book of our Prophetsaww, P 3 Ch 24 H 8
41 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 236
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Sermon 237 — And from a sermon of his@Ws
regarding hastening to the (good) deeds
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‘Work while you are in the breath of life, and the registers are open, and the repentance is
Extended, and the one turning around is being called, and the evil doer is (Given) hope, before
the deeds are frozen, and the opportunity is cut-off, and the term expires, and the door of
repentance is closed, and the Angels ascend.
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A person should take from himself for himself, and take from the living for the deceased, and
from mortal for an immortal, and from a temporal for a permanent.
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A person should fear Allah-*" while he is living to his term and respited to his actions.
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A person should rein himself with its reins, and bridle with its bridles. He would be withheld
with its reins from disobeying Allah-**"l and be guided with its bridle to obey Allah-32%" 42
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Sermon 238 — And from a speech of his "¢
regarding affair of the two arbitrators and
condemnation of people of Syria
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‘Rude, lowly, slaves are gathering from every corner and picked up from every pack, from the
ones it is befitting that he is made to understand, and disciplined, and taught, and trained,
and supervised upon, and to be taking by his hand. They are neither from the Emigrants and
the Helpers, And those who had the home (in Al-Medina), and had the Eman [59:9].

42 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 237
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Indeed! And the people have chosen for themselves the closest of the people from what they
like, and you all are choosing for yourselves the closest of the people from what you dislike.
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And rather, your pact with Abdullah Bin Qays (Abu Musa) yesterday, he was saying, ‘It is a
Fitna, so cut off your bow-strings and sheathe your swords!’” So, if he was truthful, then he
was mistaken with his travelling (with us for this battle) without being coerced. And if he was
lying, so the accusation is necessitated to him.
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So, push in the chest of Amro Bin Al-Aas by (choosing) Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas, and take the
respite of the days and encompass the borders of Al-Islam. Are you not looking at your cities

being raided and to your characters being shot at?’43
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Sermon 239 — And from a sermon of his#"s
mentioning in it Progeny?"* of Muhammad-

Saww
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‘They®%s are the life of knowledge and death of ignorance. You are being informed of
their®"“s forbearance from their®%“s knowledge, and their?"s silence from the wisdom of
their@"s talk. They®"s neither oppose the truth nor do they?"s differ in it.
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They ¥ are the foundations of Al-Islam, and the keys of shelter. By them?*"s, the truth return
to be in its spot, and the falsehood is displaced from its position, and its tongue is cut off from
its base. Understand the Religion and understanding of retention, not understanding of the
hearing and the reports, and surely the reporters of knowledge are many and its shepherds
are few’ .4

43 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 238
44 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 239
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Sermon 240 — From a speech of his®"s to
Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas, and he had come to
him2"Y* with a message from Usman Bin
Affan, and he was besieged, asking him=2*Ws
for going out (on a military expedition) to his
wealth at Yanbu, in order to reduce the
shouting of the people by his®"“* name for

the caliphate, after having had asked him2"s
similar to that from before.
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He @Y said: ‘O Ibn Abbas! Usman does not want except to make me®“s a water-drawing
camel, coming and going. He had sent a message to me that 1®*"* should go out, (then) sends
a message to me™®"s to come back, then now he is sending a message to me#"“s that [sWs
should go out. By Allah-#2%il |-sWs defended him until I feared that I*** would become a

sinner’ %>
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Sermon 241 — And from a speech of his?*"*
urging his®%“s companions by it upon the
Jihad
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45 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 240
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‘And Allah®%i js Calling you to thank Him??, and Assigns His®% Commands to you, and
Respites you in the limited time for you to compete in precedence. So, tighten the girdles,
and fold up the curiosity of the little one, and the determination and the banquets cannot be
gathered together! The sleep would break up the determinations of the day, and the darkness
obliterates memories of critical tasks’.4®
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And may Allah*i Send Salawaat upon our Chief Muhammad-*"* the Ummy Prophets®"¥,
and upon his*®™" Progeny *"*, the lamps for the darkness, and the firmest handhold, and
salute with abundant salutations.
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LETTERS OF AMIR AL-MOMINEEN™°"*
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Letter 1 — And from a letter of his®"s to the
people of Al-Kufa during his?"* travel from
Al-Medina to Al-Basra
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From a letter of his®"* to the people of Al-Kufa at his®"* travelling from Al-Medina to Al-
Basra: ‘From a servant of Allah#"i Amir Al-Momineen"s to the people of Al-Kufa, foreheads
of the Helpers and the peak of the Arabs.
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As for after, I*"s am informing you regarding the matter of Usman until listening to it would
be like seeing it. The people faulted upon him and % was a man from the Emigrants
supporting him the most, and least in faulting him while Talha and Al-Zubeyr were such, their

6 Nahj Al Balagah — Sermon No. 241
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weakest manner regarding him was the exciting, and the kindest of their voices was the harsh,

and an error of anger happened from Ayesha regarding him (Usman).
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A group came to him and killed him, and the people pledged allegiance to me 2% without
being forced nor by compulsion, but willingly, by choice, and they knew that the house of
Emigration had been uprooted with its inhabitants, and they were uprooted with it, and the
cauldron of the army boiled, and the Fitna (discord) was established upon the pivot. So,
hasten to your commanders and rush to fight your enemies, if Allah-#*"I Mighty and Majestic
so Desires” .’
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Letter 2 — And from a letter of his®"* to
them after the conquest of Al-Basra
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‘May Allah-**"i Recompense you all from the people of the cities on behalf of the People "
of the Household of your Prophet™®" as excellently as can be for the workers in His??%i
obedience, and the ones grateful for His*" Bounties, for you heard and obeyed, and were
called, and you answered’ .8
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Letter 3 — And from a letter of his®"* he?®*"*
had written to Shurayh Bin Al-Haris, a judge
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And it is reported that Shurayh Bin Al-Haris, the judge of Amir Al-Momineen®"“s had
purchased a house for eighty Dinars during his®"%s era. That reached him™?%¥s and he®"s called
him and said to him: ‘It has reached me®"* that you have bought a house for eighty Dinars,
and you have written an agreement and got witnesses to witness it?’

47 Nahj Al Balagah — Letter No. 1
48 Nahj Al Balagah — Letter No. 2
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Shurayh said to him®%s, ‘“That has happened, O Amir Al-Momineen "',

Saled 5l G Sln 55 0k e Ml ¥ 5 Sl B Y s Sl G Gl aph g 0 D6 F k) B ) e 6
Lals 43 )

He (the narrator) said, ‘He™®"* looked at him with an angry look, then said: ‘O Shurayh! But
surely there will be coming to you one (Angel of death) who will neither look into your
agreement nor ask you about your proof (witnesses) until he will extract you from it alone
and submit you to your grave purely.
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Look, O Shurayh, you did not happen to buy this house from other than your wealth or paid
the price from other than the means permissible for you, for then you would have lost the
house of the world and the house of the Hereafter (as well).
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But you, if you had come to me?"s during your purchase what you purchased, 1" would
have written out an agreement for you upon this transcript, and you would have turned away
from buying this house for (even) one Dirham nor above it, and the transcript is this: -
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‘This is what has been bought by a humble servant from a deceased who has prepared for the
departure. He bought a house from him, from the houses of deceit from the side of the
perishing (mortals), and area of the ones to be destroyed, and gathered the four boundaries
of this house.
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The first boundary ended up to the invitation of calamities, and the second boundary ends up
to the invitation of the difficulties, and the third boundary ends up to the devastating desires,
and the fourth boundary ends up to the deviating Satan™, and in it begins the door of this

house.
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He has bought this, the one deceived by the hopes from this one, from the one driven by the
death, this house, by the exiting from the honour of the contentment and the entry into
disgrace of the seeking and the submissiveness.
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Thus, whatever this buyer comes across regarding what he has bought, from any level, then
it would be up to the dismantler of the bodies of the kings, and confiscator of the souls of the
tyrants, and remover of the kingdoms of the pharaohs like Chosroe and Caesar, and Tubba
(kings of Yemen), and Himeyr (Sabean rulers), and the one amassing the wealth upon the
wealth.
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So, it is a lot, and the one who builds, and constructs, and decorates, and renews, and hoards,
and preserves, and consideration in his view to be for the children, he (Angel of death) would
take them all to the pausing plains and the Reckoning, and place of the Rewards and the

Punishment, when the Command would occur with a decisive judgment, and over there the
falsifiers would lose out [40:78].
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It has been witnessed upon that by the intellect when he came out from the impact of the
whims and was safe from the attachments of the world’.%°
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Letter 4 — From a letter of his®"s to one of
the commanders of his*"“* army
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‘If they return to the shade of obedience, so that is which we like, and if the matters of the
people turn to the wretchedness and the disobedience, then bear down with the ones who
obey you to the ones who disobey you, and be needless from the ones with you who are
criticising you and are balking (drawing back) from you, for the absence of a half-hearted one
is better than his attendance, and his sitting back is more availing than his getting up’.>®

4 Nahj Al Balagah — Letter No. 3
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Letter 5 — From a letter of his®"* to Ash’as
Bin Qays, and office-bearer at Azerbaijan
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‘And surely your administration isn’t for you as a morsel, but it is an entrustment in your neck,
and you are a shepherd for the ones above you. It isn’t for you that you spy among your
citizens nor take a risk except with a document (as evidence), and in your hands is from the
wealth of Allah??" Mighty and Majestic, and you are my2s“s treasurer until you submit it to
me 2", perhaps 1" will not happen to be an evil ruler to you. And the greetings’.>?
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Letter 6 — And from a letter of his?"* to
Muawiya
S50 F ol Y g 58 8T st 15 06 e thytat i Je SUE 5 5k 5 S5t D p3d s )

‘Indeed, they pledged allegiance to me™"s, the people who had pledged to Abu Bakr and
Umar and Usman, upon what (stipulations) they had pledged to them, so there did not
happen to be for any attendee that he chooses, nor for the absentee that he rejects.
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And rather, the consultation is for the Emigrants and the Helpers, so if they were to unite
upon a man and name him as a leader, that would be a Pleasure for Allah#?¥, and if anyone
were to exit from their affair, either by an accusation or heresy, he would be returned to what
he had exited from, and if he refuses, they would fight him upon his following to be upon
other than the way of the Momineen, and Allah** would be Ruling what he was in charge
of.
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And by my@%sife, O Muawiya! If you were to consider with your intellect besides your whims,
you will find me@"s the most innocent of the people from the blood of Usman. 1" was in
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isolation from it, so if you want to accuse falsely, then accuse falsely whatever comes to you.
And the greetings’.>?
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Letter 7 — And from a letter from him?"s to
his as well
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As for after, there has come to me " connected advice and a letter inked by you due to your
straying, and you have dispatched it with your evil opinion, and (it is) a letter of a person
having no insight for him to guide him nor any leader to guide him. The whim called him, so
he answered it, and the straying led him, so he followed it. So, he was left in confusion and
went astray’.
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And (from this letter) from him™s¥s: ‘Because allegiance is pledged once, then is no second
consideration in it, nor is there any resumption in it of the choice. The one outside from it is

a backstabber, and the one misleading in it is a flatterer’.>3
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Letter 8 — From a letter of his®Ys to Jareer
Bin Abdullah Al-Bajaly when he?"* sent him
to Muawiya
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‘As for after, when my?"* |etter comes to you, then carry Muawiya upon the decision and
seize him with the matter of settlement, then give him a choice between an exiling war or a
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humiliating peace. If he chooses the war, then alienate from him, and if he chooses the peace,
then take his allegiance. And the greetings’.>*
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Letter 9 — And from a letter of his®"s to
Muawiya
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‘Our people intended to murder our Prophet™®"Y and eradicate our roots, and created worries
for us, and dealt harshly with us, and they prevented us the freshness, and they exposed us
to the fear, and had (almost) expelled us to a rugged mountain, and they ignited the war to
us.
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Allah-#"i Determined for us upon protecting His% religion and to defend its sanctity. Our
Momineen sought the Recompense with that and our Kafirs defended out of origin (kinship),
and the ones from the Quraysh who had become Muslims were devoid from what
(predicament) we were in, either due to a pledge defending him or a clan that might arise for
him. Thus, from the killing, he was in a safe place.
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And it was so, whenever the battle reddened and the people crowded, Rasool-Allahsaww
would send ahead hiss™"Y family members to save his*®¥ companions through them from

the heat of the swords and the blades. So Ubeyda Bin Al-Haris was killed on the Day of Badr,
and Hamza™* was killed on the Day of Ohad, and Ja’far? was killed on the Day of Mutah.
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And one person, if I*" so desired IS can name him, wanted the martyrdom which they
wanted, but their deaths had been hastened while his death had been delayed.
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Oh, how strange when 1% have become grouped with the one did not strive as my®"s feet
and there did not happen to be for him like my2** precedence which no one can equate with
me 2"s with the likes of it, except if he were to claim an achievement I"#%* don’t know of nor
do I*Ys think (even) Allah#% Knows of it. And the Praise is for Allah#% upon every situation.
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And as for what you asked of handing over the killers of Usman to you, 1" looked into this
matter and | do not find that handing them over to you or to someone else is possible for
me-asws.
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And by my life! If you do not remove yourself from your error and your wretchedness, you
will recognise them after a little while. They will be seeking you, not encumbering to seek
them, neither in a land, nor sea, nor mountain, nor coast, except the search will worsen you
and (it is) such a burden, facing it will not cheer you, and the greetings be to its deserving
ones’.>
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Letter 10 - And from a letter of his®"s to him
(Muawiya) as well
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‘And how will you deal (with it) when the coverings are uncovered from you of what you are
wrapped into this world. It has attracted you with its adornment and deceived you with its
pleasures. It called you and you answered it, and it led you and you followed it, and it
instructed you and you obeyed it, and there is no doubt that you will be paused at a pausing
upon what no shield upon you (to protect you).
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Leave from this command and take preparations for the Reckoning and be prepared for what
would befall with you, and do not enable the deviants from your ears; and if you do not do
so, 1% |et you know what you are heedless from yourself. Satan has taken you in his clutches,
secured his wishes in you and taken complete control of you like your soul and blood.
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And O Muawiya! And when were you a manager of the citizens and master of the affairs of
the community without any previous precedence, nor any high nobility, and we seek Refuge
with Allah?™ from necessitating the previous misfortunes, and 1% am cautioning from
becoming deliberate in deceptive security, being different in the public and in the private.
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And you have called to the war, so leave aside the people and come out to me?*"$, and excuse
the two parties from the fighting, in order to know which one of us two men has rust upon
his heart and a covering upon his sight. I®%s am father?"s of Al-Hassan?®"s, killer of your
grandfather (Utba Bin Rabie), and your maternal uncle (Al-Waleed Bin Utba), and your brother
(Hanzala Bin Abu Sufyan), cutting them into pieces on the day of Badr, and that sword is still
with me®%s and with that heart 1% shall meet my?5¥s enemies.
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I#s%s have not replaced the religion, nor have I#%s taken a new Prophets®V%, and % am
upon the manifesto which you have wilfully neglected but you had entered into it unwillingly;
and you are claiming that you have come to retaliate for Usman, and you have known where
the blood of Usman has fallen, so (go and) seek it from over there if you were a seeker.
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It is as if %S am seeing you clamouring from the war when it bites you, clamouring of the
camels with the loads, and it is as if your group is calling me™"“s, panicking from the
consecutive strikes and occurrences of death, and slain after slain, calling mes¥s to the Book
of Allah?, and these are either Kafirs, or rejectors, or allegiance breakers!’>®
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Letter 11 - And from an advice of his@"*
advising his®"* army with it having sent it to
the enemy
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When you descend to an enemy or they descend against you, then let (some from) your group
be on overlooking high ground, or at the base of a mountain, or at the banks of the rivers less
there happens to be a retreat for you and there would be a return for you all and let your
battle either be from one aspect or two.
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And make watchers for you to be in high points of the mountain, and high hills lest the enemy
comes to you from a fearful place or safety and know that the vanguard of the (enemy) group
are their eyes while the eyes of the vanguard are their informers.
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And beware of the divisions, so when you descend, then descend together, and when you
depart, then depart together, and when the night overcomes you, then make the spears to
be in a cuff and do not taste the sleep except dozing or napping’.>’
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Letter 12 — And from an advice of his®"%s - he
asws advised Ma’qal Bin Qays Al-Riyahi with
when he?"Ys had dispatched him to Syria
among three thousand vanguard of his#%*
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Fear Allah?, and there is no escape for you from meeting him (Muawiya) nor any endpoint
for you besides him, nor for you to be fighting except the one who fights you, and travel the
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two cool periods, and have midday nap with the people, and be gentle in the journey, and do
not travel at beginning of the night for Allah-***i has Made it for calmness and has Determined
as a stay (and) not for travelling. Therefore, rest your bodies during it and rest your carriers
(animals).
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When you are sure that the pre-dawn has passed or the dawn has broken, then travel upon
the Blessings of Allah®¥, When you meet the enemy, then stand in the middle of your
companions and do not go near the (enemy) people the approach of the one who wants the
battle to erupt, nor distance from them the distancing of the one who fears the battle until
my*¥s orders come to you.
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And do not let hatred for them to carry you upon battling them before you have invited them
(to Truth) and overcoming their excuses’.>®

w ;.\jﬁ\ el V,.})\J\ \/I.li 4\.‘ QL\_.(V,,A 9 13

Chapter 13 — And from a letter of his®"* to
two commanders from commanders of his"
aSWws army
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‘Upon you both and upon the ones in your domain, Malik Bin Al-Ashtar (as commander), so
listen to him and obey and make him to be an armour and a shield, for he is from the ones I
asws neither fear his weakness, nor his stumbling, nor his delaying from what the quickness is
more appropriate, nor rush to what the patience from it is more appropriate’.>°
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Letter 14 — And from an advice of his®%* to
his"* soldiers before meeting the enemy at
Siffeen
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‘Do not fight them until they initiate (against) you, for you, by the Praise of Allah"#*", are upon
an argument, and your leaving them until they initiate you is another argument for you
against them.
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So, when it will be the defeat (for them), by the Permission of Allah?¥, then neither kill any
fleer nor hit a vulnerable, nor attack upon the injured, nor agitate the women by harm, and if
they insult your honour and revile your commanders, so they are weak of strength and the
selves and the intellects. We were commanded with the restraint from them, and they were
Polytheists, and even thought the man used to hit the woman during the pre-Islamic period
with the stone or the stick, he would be shamed by it, and (so would) his posterity from after
him’ .60
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Letter 15 — And from a supplication of his?*"*
he"s used to say when he®"s met the
enemy in war
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‘O Allah?™i1 To You®" the hearts are yearning, and the necks are extending, and the sights
are staring, and the feet are transferring, and the bodies have slimmed.
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‘O Allah#%il The hidden malice has become explicit, and the cauldrons of grudges are boiling.
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O Allah#%il We complain to You@" of the absence of our Prophet*®"¥ and large nhumbers of
our enemies, and dispersion of our whims. ‘Our Lord! Decide between us and our people with
the Truth, and You are the best of the deciders” [7:89] .°*
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Letter 16 — And he®*** had said to his?®*"*
companions during the war
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‘Do not let a retreat be grievous upon you if there is a return after it, nor any withdrawal after
which is an attack, and give the swords their rights, and be determined to the side of the
fallen, and compose yourselves upon the hurling spears, and the striking swords, and kill off
the voices for it is a repellent of the disheartening.
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By the One®% Who Split the seed and Formed the person! They did not become Muslims,

but they submitted and kept the Kufr a secret. When they found supporters upon it, they

manifested it’.62
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Letter 17 - And from a letter of his®"* to
Muawiya in answer of a letter from him to
him-aSWS
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‘And as for your request to me 2" of (letting you have) Syrian, I#¥S am not going to give you
today what 1" had refused you yesterday, and as for your words, ‘The war has consumed
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the Arabs except the last breath remains’, indeed, and the one whom the truth consumes
goes to the Paradise, and the one whom the falsehood consumes, he goes to the Fire.
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And as for our equality in the word and the (numbers of) men, you aren’t most accomplished
upon the doubt than 1" am over the certainty, and the people of Syrian aren’t greedier
upon the world than the people of Al-Irag are upon the Hereafter.
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And as for your words, ‘We are the sons of Abd Manaf’, so we are like that, but Umayya isn’t
like Hashim™s, nor is Harb like Abdul Muttalib®, nor is Abu Sufyan like Abu Talib®®, nor are
the Emigrants like the freed ones (at the conquest of Makkah), nor is the pure-bred like the
adopted, noristhe one on truth like the one on falsehood, nor is the Momin like the hypocrite.
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And evil is the posterity, a posterity following an ancestor having collapsed in the Fire of Hell,
and in our hands, after (all) is the Grace of the Prophet-hood by which we have humiliated
the mighty and revived the servile by it.
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And when Allah?? Let the Arabs enter into His®*" religion in droves, and this community
submitted to Him?? willingly and unwillingly, you were from the ones who had entered into
the religion either being desirous or fearing upon a time the people precedence would
succeed with their swords, and first Emigrants had gone with their merits. Therefore, neither
make a share to be for the Satan™ regarding you, nor a way upon yourself. And the
greetings!’®3
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Letter 18 — And from a letter of his®"* to
Abdullah Bin Abbas, and he was his#%“s
office-bearer upon Al-Basra
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‘Know that Al-Basra is a descending place of Satan™, and a plantation of Fitna, so deal with
its people with the favours and loosen the knots of fear from their hearts.
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And it has reached me your being strict with the clan of Tameem and your harshness upon
them, and that the clan of Tameem are such, no star of theirs disappears except another one
emerges, and they were not preceded in the art of warfare during the pre-Islamic period nor
Islam, and that there is sparkling kinship for them with us and a special relationship. We would
be recompensed upon maintaining it and sinful upon terminating it.
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So, sit back Abu Al-Abbas, may Allah?*¥ have Mercy on you, regarding what flows upon your
hands and your tongues, whether from good or evil, and we are both participants in that, and
be righteous with my2"“s thoughts about you and do not prove me®"* wrong of my 2" view
regarding you. And the greetings!’®

Letter 19 — And from a letter of his®"“* to one
of his®"* office bearers
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‘As for after, the Dahageen (Magians) have complained of harshness from you and rudeness,
and belittling, and strictness. 1”®%* considered, and I*%* do not see them as being rightful,
because they are near to their Shirk and they cannot be excluded and be disloyal to their pact.
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So, wear for them a robe from the leniency with a side from the severity, and deal with them
between the harshness and the kindness, and mingle with them between the drawing near,

and the closeness and the remoteness, and the isolation, if Allah* so Desires’.%®
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Letter 20 — And from a letter of his®"* to
Ziyad Bin Abeeh, and he was a replacement
of his office-bearer Abdullah Bin Abbas upon
Al-Basra, and Abdullah was an office-bearer
of Amir Al-Momineen3"* upon it on that
day, and upon the townships of Ahvaz, and
Faris, and Kirman and other such
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‘By Allah??il |3%s am swearing a solemn oath! If it were to reach me®"s that you have
embezzled anything from the booty of the Muslims, small or big, 1" will be severe upon you
with such severity, it would leave you of little means, heavy back, humiliated of the affairs.
And the greetings!’®®
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Letter 21 — And from a letter of his®"“* to
Ziyad as well
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‘Leave the extravagance for the moderation, and remember tomorrow during the day, and
withhold from the wealth in accordance with your necessities and send forward (to Allah-2"/’s
Way) the excess for a day of your need.
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Are you wishing that Allah?* would Give you the Recompense of the humble ones and you
are from the arrogant ones in His? Presence? And are you coveting and beseeching
regarding the Bounties the weak ones and the widows are wishing for, that the Rewards of
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the charitable ones be obligated for you? And rather, the person would be Recompensed with
what he has left behind and advances to what he had sent forwards. And the greetings’.®’
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Letter 22 — And from letter of his®"* to
Abdullah Bin Al Abbas, may Allah?* the
Exalted have Mercy on him
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And Ibn Abbas said, ‘1 have not benefitted with any speech after the speech of Rasool-
Allah™sa"W [ike my benefitting with this speech:
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(Amir Al-Momineen"s said): ‘As for after, the person gets cheered by coming across what
(he) would not have lost it, and it saddens him the loss of what he was not going to attain.
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Therefore, let your happiness be with what you attain from your Hereafter and let your regret
be upon what you have lost from it, and whatever you have gained from your world, do not

be frequently happy with it, and whatever you have lost from it, do not despair by being
alarmed upon it, and let your worry be regarding what is after the death’.%®
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Letter 23 — From a speech of his@*¥s he?Ws
had said to before his®"* death upon a way
of bequest when Ibn Muljim™, may Allah22!
him™, had struck him-2sws
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‘My2%s advice to you all is that you should not associate anything with Allah®?, and
Muhammad=®"¥, do not waste his*®" Sunnah. Establish these two pillars and ignite these
two lamps, and you will be free of condemnation.
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Yesterday 1% was your companion, and today I"**%¢ am a lesson for you all, and tomorrow
[#sWs shall separate from you. If I5¥s were to live, so I*% shall be in charge of my#¥* blood
(retaliation), and if 1®¥s were to perish, then the perishing is my?¥s Promised event, and if
I3Ws were to recover then the pardoning is drawing closer (to Allah??¥) for me2%s, and it is a
good deed for you all, therefore pardon.
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Do you not love that Allah should Forgive you? [24:22]. By Allah??¥! The abhorrence of the
arrival of death does not panic me@%s, nor do I"*"* dislike it's emergence, and 1% am not
except like a traveller arriving and a seeker who has found (what he is seeking), and what is
in the Presence of Allah is better for the righteous [3:198]’.
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Note — Al-Seyyid Al-Shareef Al-Razi, may Allah@?" be Pleased with him, said, ‘And part of this
speech has passed in what has preceded from the sermon, except that over here there is an

increase in it, obliging its repetition’.%®
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Letter 24 — And from an advice of his@"s
with what is to be done regarding his?"*
wealth, he®"Ys had written it before his?"s
leaving from Siffeen
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‘This is what the servant of Allah-#2%, Ali-®%s Bin Abu Talib Amir Al-Momineens"s s instructing
with regarding his*"s wealth seeking the Face of Allah®?¥ for Him??¥ to Take me?"s to the
Paradise due to it, and Grant me=s"s the wishes’.

And from it: -
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‘So he®%s, Al-Hassan Bin Ali®"s will be standing with that. He"* can consume from it with
the moderation and spend from it with the moderation. If there is an occurrence of death
with Hassan®"Ys while Al-Husayn?"s is still alive, then he#%s will stand with the matter after
him@%s and implement his®"s implementations.
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And for the two sons™®"* of (Syeda) Fatima?¥* from the charity of Ali®*%s, is similar to that
which is for the (other) sons of Ali®"s, and rather s am making the custody of what to the
two sons s of (Syeda) Fatima@"s seeking the Face of Allah*" and drawing closer to Rasool-
Allah*®™" and honouring of his*®"¥ sanctity, and ennobling to his*®"¥ kinship.
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And he®"Ys should stipulate upon the one whom he®%s makes it to, that he should leave the
wealth upon its origin and spend from the fruits wherever he®"s had instructed him with,
and gifted it to, and that he should not sell from the produce of the palm trees of this town
as a deposit until it forms as plants of its land.
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And the one who were from my?"s slave girls, those whom s had circled upon, having a
child for her, or she is pregnant, she should be adhered with her child, and she is from his

share. If her child were to die while she is still alive, then she is free, the slavery would be
relieved from her, and her freedom is the liberation.
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Note — Al-Seyyid Al-Razi Al-Shareef said, ‘His®"* words in this bequest: ‘and that he should

not sell from the produce of the palm trees of this town as a deposit’, is the seedling of the
palm tree, and it’s plural is ‘Wady’.
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And his®"s words: ‘until it forms as plants of its land’, it is from the most eloquent of the
speeches, and the intent with it is that the land having a lot of palm trees in it until the beholder
sees it upon other than that description which it is being recognised with, so its affair is
problematic upon him, and he reckons it as something else’.”®
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Letter 25 — And from a bequest of his@%* he
asws had written it for the one he®"* had
employed upon the charities
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Note — Al-Shareef said, ‘And rather we are mentioning it over here as a summary for it to be
known by it that he ®"s, may the greetings be upon him ", was establishing the pillars of the
truth, and legislating the examples of justice regarding the small matter and its big ones, and
its delicate and its majestic’.
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‘Go upon the fear of Allah?"I Alone, there is no associate for Him#%, and do not frighten any
Muslim nor trespass upon him to his dislike, and do not take from him any more than the
Right of Allah®" in his wealth. When you arrive to the tribe, then descend by their waters
(springs) from without mingling in their houses. Then go to them with the calmness and the
dignity until you stand between them.
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Greet unto them and do not be careless with the greetings to them. Then say, ‘Servants of
Allah?2il The Guardian" of Allah?®¥ and His®" Caliph has sent me to take the Right of
Allah?2% from you which is in your wealth. So, is there any Right of Allah-#*" in your wealth?
Then pay it to His®¥ Guardian@%s’,
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So, if a speaker were to say, ‘No’, do not repeat to him, and if he says, ‘Yes’ to you, then go
with him from without scaring him, or threatening him, or pressuring him, or exhausting him.
Take what he gives you, from gold or silver, and if there were cattle for him or camels, do not
take these except with his permission, for most of it is for him.
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So, when you end up to them, do not enter their enclosure the entering of one overcoming
upon it, nor one who is violent with it, and do not scare an animal nor panic it, and do not
aggrieve its owner regarding them.
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And divide the wealth into two divisions, then give him a choice (of the two). So, when he has
chosen, do no object to what he has chosen. Then divide the remainder into two division,
then give him a choice (of the two). Then (let him) choose (first), do not object to what he has
chosen. Do not cease to do like that until there remain what would fulfil a Right of Allah-2%i
in his wealth. Take possession of the Right of Allah??¥ from it. If he reduces, then mix the two,
the do the like of that which you had done at first, until you take the Right of Allah-?"i in his
wealth.
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And do not take a thin one, nor an old one, nor a broken one, nor an insane one, nor one-
eyed, and do not trust upon it except one whom you trust with his religion to escort the
wealth of the Muslims until he brings it to their ruler, and he would apportion it between
them, and do not rely with it except a compassionate adviser and trustworthy preserver, non-
violent, nor unjust, nor (that who is harsh to) tires them (animals), nor toils (sweat)
them(animals).
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Then bring down to us whatever has been gathered with you, we shall make it to be where
Allah?™ has Commanded with it. So, when your trustee has taken it, then advise to him that
he should neither separate between a she-camel and its young, nor milk its milk (completely)
for that would harm its children, nor exert it in riding and be just between its counterparts
regarding that and between them, and he should rest the tired camels, and ease upon the
ones with thinned out hooves.
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And let him take them to pass by the water-wells, nor turn with them away from the
vegetation of the earth to the barren roads and let him rest them during the (various) times
and feed them by the water and the grass until he comes to us with them by the Permission
of Allah??i, They would be fat, well fed, without fatigue and over-exertion, for us to distribute
these based upon the Book of Allah?¥ and Sunnah of His* Prophet=2¥¥, for that would be
of great for your Recompense and closer to the rightful guidance, if Allah-?" the Exalted so
Desires’.”?
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Letter 26 — And from a pact of his®"* to one
of his?Ws office bearers, and he®"s had sent
him upon the charities

Ao,
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He@%s instructed him with the fear of Allah#¥ in his secretive affairs and hidden works where
there is no witness apart from Him#%, not any Protector besides Him#",
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And he?%s instructed him that he should not do anything from the obedience of Allah-2%i
regarding what is apparent, then oppose it to something else regarding what he does secretly,
and the one who private and open (deeds) do not differ, and his deeds and his words (do not
differ), so he has fulfilled the entrustment and has been sincere of the worship.
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And he®"s instructed him that he should neither bar them nor harm them nor turn away from
them, being with the governmental superiority upon them, for they are brethren in the
religion, and the supporters upon the extraction of the rights.
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And there is an Obligated share for you in these charities and a known right, and participants
of the people of poverty, and the weak, and with disabilities, and we shall fulfil your rights, so
you fulfil their rights, or else you would be in dispute from most of the people on the Day of
Qiyamah, and wretchedness is for the one who is disputed with in the Presence of Allah-32%
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by the poor, and the needy, and the beggars, and the ones turned away, and the ones in debt,
and the (penniless) travellers.
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And the one takes the entrustments lightly and indulges in the betrayal and does not snatch
away his self and his religion away from it, so he has released for himself the humiliation, and
the disgrace in the world and in the Hereafter, he would be of more humiliation and more
disgrace. Their biggest of the betrayals is betraying the community, and the most terrible
deceit is deceiving the Imams2%s, And the greetings’.”?

.- YR | |
fua,\.uv?aﬁcwg_@f\.;é\&_%diia;.x.é_c;a;27

Letter 27 — And from a pact of his®"* to
Muhammad Bin Abu Bakr, may Allah®* be
Pleased with him, when he?®"* collared him
(made him governor of) Egypt
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‘Lower your wings (be humble) to them and soften your sides (be gentle with) them, and
make your face friendly to them, and comfort between them in the words and the
consideration, until the mighty ones do not covet regarding your™ being favourable to them
nor should the weak-ones despair from your justice upon them.
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And, surely Allah??¥ the Exalted will Question you all, community of His®*" servants, about
the small and the big from your deeds, and the apparent and the hidden. So, if He " were
to Punish, then you are the most unjust, and if He®¥ Pardons, then He®" is the most
Honourable.
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And know, servants of Allah-?*Il The pious have gone with the current world and the future
Hereafter. They participated the people of the world in their world, and the people of the
world did not participate with them in their Hereafter. They dwelled in the world with the
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best of what could be dwelled, and they ate the best of what could be eaten and shared from
the world with what the affluent were sharing with, and they took from it what the tyrants,
the arrogant ones had taken.
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Then they transferred away from it with the sufficient provision and the profitable trade. They
had attained the pleasures of asceticism of the world in their world and they were convinced
they would be the neighbours of Allah®*" tomorrow in their Hereafter. Neither would any
supplication be returned to them, nor would any share be reduced for them from the
pleasures.
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Servants of Allah??i! Be cautious of the death and its nearness, and prepare for it a
preparation, for it would come with a mighty matter and a majestic affair with good, no evil
would be with it, ever, or evil nor having any good in it, ever! So, who is closer to the Paradise
than its workers, and who is closer to the Fire than its workers?
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You are the ones to be expelled by the death. If you stay for it, it will seize you, and if you flee
from it, it will catch up with you, and it is more necessitated (to stick) with you than your own
shadow, leading by your forelocks, and the world is being wrapped up from behind you. Be
cautious of a Fire its bottom is remote, and its heat is intense, and its punishment is renewed,
being a house there isn’t any mercy in it, nor will any supplication be heard in it, nor will any
distress be relieved in it.
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And if you can intensify your fear from Allah?** and make your thoughts to be good with
Him?™, then gather between the two, for the servant rather happens to be of good thoughts
with his Lord?*¥ in accordance with his fear from His?*¥ Lord?*¥, and the best of the people
in thoughts with Allah"#2% is their most intense in fearing Allah22,
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And know, O Muhammad Bin Abu Bakr! I"#%¢ have placed you in-charge of a mighty army of
mine@%s as far as I"*%* am concerned, the people of Egypt, so you are duty bound to oppose
against yourself and your benefit from your religion, and if there does not happen to be for
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you except an hour from the time, then do not incur the Wrath of Allah"#?" by pleasing anyone
from His2"i creatures, for in Allah®*"i there is a replacement from others, and there isn’t any
replacement from Allah?¥ in others.
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Pray the Salat to its Prescribed timings and do not be hasty in its timing to be free (before its

prescribed time), nor delay it from its time to be pre-occupied (in your work). And know that
everything from your deeds is pursuant to your Salat.
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Surely, they are not the same, the Imam™?s of guidance and the imam of ruination, and a
friend of the Prophet™®¥% and an enemy of the Prophet*®"¥; and Rasool-Allah*"Y had said to
me: ‘I*®W neither fear upon my=*®"¥ community of any Momin nor any Polytheist.

S5 G ks 5 054 U ok oy i oy i 2l sl 5T 5 sy 0 kS 4020 6T 5 i 0 a5 gl o
As for the Momin, Allah®¥ would Prevent him, due to his Eman, and as for the Polytheist,
Allah??" would Suppress him due to his Shirk. But, 1% fear upon you all every hypocrite at

heart, learned of the tongue, saying what you recognise and doing what you dislike’.”3
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Letter 28 — And from a letter of his®"* in
reply to Muawiya
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Note — Al-Shareef said, ‘And it is from the excellent letters’
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‘As for after, your letter has reached me 2% mentioning the Choosing by Allah??¥ the Exalted
of Muhammad=¥ for His?* religion, and His?% Educating him®%% with the ones from
hiss®W companions who supported him=2"¥_It had been hidden to us for a time, strangeness
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from you, when you have begun informing us with the afflictions of Allah* with us, and
His?" Favours upon us regarding our Prophet™sa"W,

R R TR B AP P S T T SN T A @ PRI AT ‘s oot oo T o8 SE G 2 R
ds Bl 2 O] a1 Ess O3 5 oY LY@ AU sl OF &as) 5 JUad ) eadid o5 51 55s ) 53 Jgtfc,@:%cﬂ&s

So, during that you were like the transporter of the dates to Hajar, or one calling his master
to the duel; and you are claiming that the most superior of the people in Al-Islam are so and
so (Abu Bakr) and so and so (Umar), and you mentioned a matter, if completed, all of it would
detach you, and if it is deficient, its part would not come across you.
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And what are you, and the meritorious and the de-merited ones, and the ruler and the ruled,
and what is for the freed ones (at the conquest of Makkah) and sons of the freed ones, and
the distinction between the first emigrants and the method of their ranks and defined their
classes.

A& 2B 5 3eld Gylas SaF 5 Sall e oY T G VT 4S8 £ 0 G 55 b 5 e ) P o5 A S
;A

Far be it! The arrow has whine (complained) which wasn’t from it. Then he began judging
regarding it, one who had a judgment upon him. Why don’t you squat (sit), O human being,
upon your ribs (hold back), and understand the shortness of your forearm, and hold back
where the Pre-determination has delayed you.
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It is neither against you, overcoming of the overcome, nor is it for you the victory of the
victorious, and you are going around in the wilderness, dodging from the purpose. Do you not
see? IS am not informing you, but I**%s am narrating due to the Favour of Allah?*¥, A group
from the Emigrants were martyred in the Way of Allah"®%, and for each was a merit, to the
extent that when our martyr (Hamza®*) was martyred, it is said, ‘Chief of the martyrs’, and
Rasool-Allah®¥ had particularised him™? with seventy exclamations of Takbeer during
hiss®"W¥ Salat upon him™s,
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Or do you not see that a group, their hands were cut in the Way of Allah-#*%, and for each
there is a merit, to the extent that when it is done with one of us just as was done with one

of them, it is said, ‘The flier in the Paradise and is with the two wings’ (Jafar e Tayyar lbn Abu
Talib2s%s),
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And had Allah®" not Forbidden from it, from purification by the person of his soul, a
mentioner could mention immense merits, hearts of the Momineen would have recognised
it, the ears of the listeners would not forget it.
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So, leave from you, one whose shot is missed by him, for we?** are (foremost) recipients of
our Lord#%‘s (favours) while others receive favours from us?W%s after that. The ancientness
of our®"“s honour and our®"“s usual forbearance upon your people did not prevent usaws
from mingling you with ourselves@"“s, So, we married you and you married us, deeds of the
matches, and although you were not over there (as matches).
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And how could that be like that, and from us@%“* is the Prophet™®¥% and from you is the liar,
and from us®%s is the lion of Allah®*" and from you is the lion of the opposition, and from
us@®%s are two chiefs of the youths of people of the Paradise (Al-Hassan®"“s and Al-
Hussain@"“s), and from you is girls of the Fire, and from us?"s is best woman of the worlds
and from you is the bearer of the firewood, and many more distinctions on our?%s side while
shortcomings (abundant) on yours!
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Our@"Ys |slam is what has been heard (well-known), and (so is) your ignorance what cannot
be defended, and the Book of Allah®*" has Gathered for us what is exceptional about us?"s,
and it is the Word of the Exalted: and the possessors of the relationships, some of them are
closer than the others in the Book of Allah. [8:75]; and Words of the Exalted: Surely the
foremost of people to Ibrahim are those who follow him and this Prophet and those who
are believing; and Allah is the Guardian of the Momineen [3:68].
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Thus we™@%s, at times, are foremost due to the kinship, and at (the same) time are foremost
due to the obedience. And when the Emigrants argued against the Helpers on the day of
Sageefa with (kinship of) Rasool-Allah=2"Y they won over them. So, if the winning happens to

be due to it, then the right is for us?®"* besides you all, and if it happens to be due to
something else, then the Helpers are (correct) upon their claim.
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And you claimed that I®%* have been envious to every caliph and rebelled against all of them,
so if that happens to be like that, then there isn’t any crime upon you, and the excuse happens
to be to you, and that complaint, its shame is apparent from you.
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And you said that 1"®¥s was dragged just as the fearful camel until I®*** pledged allegiance (to
Abu Bakr), and by my?s life, you had intended to condemn but (instead) you have praised,
and (rather than) to humiliate - but (in fact) you have humiliated (yourself); and there is no
fault upon the Muslim if he happens to be oppressed for as long as he does not become
doubtful in his religion, nor suspicious in his certainty.
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This is my % argument (and) is aimed at others, but 1°*** linked it to you from it by a
measurement of what is appropriated from its mention (regarding you).
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Then you mentioned what had happened from my2“s matter and the matter of Usman. So,
it is for you that you be answered about this due to your kinship from him. Which one of us
was more inimical to him and guided to his killers? Is it the one who exerted his help to him,
sat (calmed) him down and restrained him, or the one who whose help he sought, and he
turned away from him and sent the death to him until his Pre-determination came upon him?
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Never! And Allah has Known the hinderers from you and the speakers to their brethren,
‘Come to us!” And none come to the battle except a few [33:18].
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And 1% wasn’t going to present excuses that 1%s was indignant upon him of the

innovations. So, if that was the sin, my#*s rightfulness and my?®"“* guidance is to him, then
sometimes a blamed one has no sin for him, and the thinking has benefitted the one thought

of.
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And 1% do not want except the reforming of whatever | can, and my success is only with
Allah. Upon Him do I rely on and to Him do I turn penitently [11:88].
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And you mentioned that there is nothing for me2¥* and for my companions, in your presence,
except the sword, so it would make one laugh after the crying. When did the clan of Abdul
Muttalib@*s turn away from the enemies and been fearful of the swords? So, wait a little, the
attack of the war will catch up’.
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He will seek you out, the one whom you are seeking, and he would draw closer to you what
you are distancing from, and 1®%s am speeding towards you among a group of the Emigrants
and the Helpers, and the followers with the good deeds, severe is their march, shining in their
austerities, clothed with the trousers of death. The most beloved of their meetings is meeting
their Lord?2",
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They are being accompanied by the offspring of participants of Badr, and Hashemite swords.
You have known the falling of their sharpness in your brother, and your maternal uncle, and
your grandfather, and your family, and it is not far off from the unjust [11:83] .7*
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Letter 29 — And from a letter of his™"s to the
people of Al-Basra
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‘And it has happened from the scattering of your ropes and your wretchedness what you are
not absent from it. 1" had pardoned your criminals and raised the sword away from your
fleeing ones, and IS had accepted your ones coming forward, so if the repulsive affairs and
the foolish views of the unjust are erring you to discard me™¥s and oppose me ", then here
|-asws am.

7 Nahj Al Balagah — Letter No. 28
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[s%s have readied my %S horses and saddled for my?$*s riders, and if you were to pull me2sws
to the travelling to you@W%s, [Ws shall fall (strike) at you with such a striking, the day of the
camel would not happen to be to it (in comparison) except like a lick of the lips, and with (the
fact that) 1" do recognise the ones from you with obedience of his merits, and for the one
with the advices of his rights, without transgressing an accused one to a righteous, nor an
allegiance-breaker to a loyal one!’’®
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Letter 30 — And from a letter of his?@"* to
Muawiya
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‘Fear Allah®*" regarding what you have (amassed) and look into His?* Right upon you and
hope to recognise what you will not be excused due to its ignorance, for there are clear signs

for the obedience and irradiating ways, and a straight argument, and a desired end.
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The clever ones want it while the degenerate (immoral) opposes it. One who turns away from
it deviates from the truth and flounder (fiddles) in the darkness, and Allah-®*" will Change
His#¥ bounties and Release His?**i Punishment with him.
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So (beware) yourself of your (evil habits), for Allah?* has Clarified His®* Way to you and
where your affairs will end with you. You are flowing to the peak of loss and a place of Kufr,
for your self has pulled you to evil and stormed you into error and deliver you to your
destruction and make your path difficult upon you’.”®
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75> Nahj Al Balagah — Letter No. 29
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Letter 31 — And from his®*"* bequest he?"*
had bequeathed to Al-Hassan®"* Bin Ali®"s,
he?*¥s had written to him#** at Al-Hazireen
during his®"s |eaving from Siffeen
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‘From the father@%s (soon) to perish (dies), acknowledger to (hardships of) the times, the
manager of the affairs, the submitter to (calamities) of the times, the condemner of the world,
the dweller in the dwellings of the dead, the one to depart from it tomorrow —
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To the begotten (son), the one hoping to what cannot be realised, the traveller in the way of
the one who has died, exposed to the illnesses, and pledged to the days, and being shot at by
the difficulties, a slave of the world, and a trader of (its) deceptions, a debtor of the dreams,
and a prisoner of the death, and an ally of the worries, and paired to the griefs, and a victim
of the afflictions, and knocked down by the lustful desires, and a replacement of the dead
ones.
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As for after, surely among what is clear from the turning of the world away from me?"¢, and
the onslaught of the times upon me %, and the advancing of the Hereafter towards me=2s“s
impedes me™®"Y* from remembering the ones besides me®"“, and the caring about what is
already behind me™®"Ys, apart from that I®%s should confine myself®"“s with my?"s own
worries, besides worries of the people.
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My W view dissuaded me?"s and turned me®%“s away from my?®"s whims and clarified
my %S whole matter to me?%s, so it led me " to seriousness neither having any playfulness,
and to sincerity not being tainted by lies.
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And 1" found you™@"* as being part of me@%s, but I*"* found you™*"* as being all of me@Ws
to the extent it is as if something were to hit you™"s, it is as if it has hit me™?"s, and it is as if

the death, if it were to come to you™@¥s, it has come to me?%“s, Thus, what concerns yous“s
from your?"s affairs is what concerns me?"“s of my2%s own affairs.
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So, I™%s am writing this letter of mine™®"Y* to you™@"s, for you®"“s to be supported by it,
whether I#%s remain for you@$"s or I#%s perish (die).
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I#W%s hereby advise you@"s with fearing Allah?™, yes, my®"s son®%s, and adhering with
His?"l Commands, and build your?s"s heart with His®*¥ Zikr, and holding tightly with His?%
rope, and whichever means it reliable, from the means between you2"s and Allah=?",
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If you@Ws were to take with it, it will revive your?¥s heart with the preaching, and kill it with
the asceticism, and strengthen it with the certainty, and irradiate it with the wisdom, and
humble it to Allah?™ with remembrance of death, and confess it with the annihilation, and
make it insightful with sufferings of the world, and caution it of the times, and immoralities
of the turnings of the nights and the days.
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And present to it news of the past ones, and remind it of what had afflicted the ones from the
former ones who were before you"s, and travel in their houses and in their tracks and look
into what they had done, and what they had transferred away from, and where they have
gone and descended, for you will find them to have transferred away from their loved ones
and gone to the houses of estrangement, and it is as if, after a little while, you will be like one
of them.
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Therefore, correct your abode and do not sell your@s*s Hereafter for your world and leave the
word regarding what you™"* don’t recognise, and the addressing regarding what you2s%s
have not been encumbered, and refrain from the path when you fear it’s straying, for the
refraining during confusion of the straying is better than embarking in the horrors.
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And instruct with the acts of kindness, you™®"s will become from its people, and dislike the
evil with your®"Ys hands and your®%s tongue, and distance from the one who does it by
your3¥s efforts, and fight in the Way of Allah"®" and is the right of fighting it, and do not let
a blame of a blamer seize you"* regarding Allah-22%,
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And dive into the depths for the truth wherever it may be, and ponder in the religion, and
accustom yourself?“s to be patient upon its abhorrence(s), and best of the morals is being
patient regarding the truth.
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And shelter yourself in your@Ys affairs, all of them, to your?Ys God?™, for you"s will be
sheltering it to a cave (which is) protective, invincible, mighty; and be sincere in the asking to
your?®ws Lord?, for the giving and the depriving is in His®" Hand and frequent the
‘Istikhara’ (seeking the Choice of Allah-#2%),
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And understand my2"* bequest, and do not go to the foolish ones, for the best word is what
benefits, and know that there is no good in a knowledge which does not benefit, nor is there
benefit in a knowledge that you™"s are not entitled (meaningless) to learn it’.

w

& G 3y oall 81 058 Ty dis OF 45 ke Yiias S350 5 8U) oy &350 Lk 351 850 5 T E30 38 86 W ) o &)

o

2 05 i ot 08 2 P T4 s e £yeT, Z . of N L5 e B Lz [T R S
2}&:\5‘ \:,Mgdjgu (VN \:}l}j&f&‘ ole e &@;Mﬂwéwa&bévﬁm' Ol 31 s

Yes, my@Ws son@Wsl When 1% saw myself?*** to have reached (old) age, and saw myselfasws
as having increased in weakness, 1% rushed with bequeathing to you™®"s, and 1" have
referred (certain) characteristics from it before my2*¥s death is hastened with me 2%, besides
[sWs wanted to divulge to you™@"s with what is in my?*"s self (heart), or if there is a reduction
in my 2% view within me®"s just as has been reductions in my?%“s body, or some of the
overwhelming whims might precede me " to you®"*, and so mighty Fitna of the world, so
you®"s may become like the difficult camels.
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And rather, the heart of a youth is like the vacant land. Whatever from a thing is cast into it,
it will accept it, so I"*" rushed to you®¥s with the education before your?%s heart hardens
and your®"Ys mind gets pre-occupied for you™®"s to be accepting with the seriousness of
your@®Ws views of the matter what the people of experience can suffice you?"s of seeking it
with your?®W%s own experience, so you®"s will have been sufficed of the hardships of the
seeking and you will recover from the treatment of the experience.
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So, 1% am giving you™®"s from that what we®"“s had undergone and have clarified for
you@"s what had sometimes been darkened upon us from it.
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Yes, my %S son®%s and even though I*"* have not aged the age of the ones who were before
me@Ws, WS have looked into their deeds and contemplated regarding their news and
travelled in their tracks until 1®%s was counted as being like one of them, but it is as if [#sWs
have aged with what had ended to me of their affairs, with their first ones to their last ones.
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I#s%s recognised the clean of that from it’s filthy, and its beneficial from its harmful, so 12Vs
have purified for you®"“s of every matter, its important ones, and gathered for you@"s its
beautiful, and turned away from you@s"s its unknown.
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And % saw whereby it concerns me®% from your®%s affair what concerns the
compassionate father, and I*¥s have collected upon it of your?"s education, if that were to
happen, and you™®%s are facing the life and the future times, with sound intentions and
truthful soul, and that I**"* should begin you**s by teaching the Book of Allah-**i Mighty and
Majestic and its interpretation, and laws of Al-Islam and its rulings, and its Permissible(s) and
its Prohibitions. I will not exceed that with you™"s to anything else.
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Then I®%s feared to confuse upon you s what the people are differing in of their whims and
their opinions, similar to that which is confusing upon them. The decision of that is upon what
you@"s may dislike as being alerted to. The most beloved to me?"s of your?"s Islam is to a
matter there is no safety upon you®%s with it of the destruction, and I"*%s am hoping that
Allah?2¥ will Incline you"s regarding it for your?s"s rightful guidance, and that He**" should

Guide you™@"s to your®"Ys purpose. Thus, I*% have written this bequest of mine™®"Ys to you"
asws
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And know, O my#W¥s son@"s| The most beloved of what you®*s would take with from my-2sws
bequest is the fear of Allah?¥, and the limitation upon what Allah®*" has Obligated upon
you@%s and the taking with what the former ones from your?s*s forefathers? passed upon,
and the righteous ones from your@%“s family?®s, for they®"“s did not leave looking into
themselves just as you™®"“s are a looker, and thinking just as you™@%s think, then they?Ws
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referred at the end of that to the taking with they?s¥s knew, and the withholding from what
they@%s were not encumbered.
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So, if you™"s refuse yourself®¥s in accepting that besides your?"“s |earning just as they?"s
learnt, then let that seeking of yours?®"s be with the understanding and learning. Do not get
involved in suspicions, and high liabilities; and begin before your looking into that with the
Assistance upon it with your?Ys God??, and the wishing to Him=?" in Inclining you " to it
and leave every impurity or it would enter you@*"* in suspicion or it would deliver you?"s to
straying.
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So, when you™@"s are certain that your?®¥s heart is clear and is humble, and your?s"s view is
complete, and your@“s worries regarding that was one, then look into what is interpreted for
you®%s and that there will not be gathered for you?"s what you#** [ove from yourself?"s,
and free your consideration and your@%s thoughts.
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Then know that you™"“s, rather, would be treading blindly or clinking the dark, and he isn’t a
student of the Religion, one who knocks nor one who mixes, and the withholding from that is
more optimising.
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So, understand my®"s bequest, O my s son"®**, and know that the Owner of death, He"?"i
is the Owner of the life and the Creator, He®® Causes to die, that the Annihilator, He?®™ is
the Reviver, and that the Afflicter, He®" is the Healer, and that the world does not happen
to be for settlement, except upon what Allah?*¥ has Made it to be upon, from the bounties,
and the afflictions, and the Recompensing in the Hereafter.
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Or, whatever He? so Desires from what you** don’t known, and something from that is
problematic upon you@%s, then carry it upon your?s“s ignorance, for the first of what You2?¥
have been Created with is ignorance, then you®"* learnt, for how much who you®"s are
ignorant of from the matters, and your?*s view is confused in it, and your sight has strayed
in it, then you™* are insightful of it after that. Therefore, hold tightly with the One?*i Who
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Created you™®"s, and Sustained you™®"s, and Completed you™"s, and let your?“s worship be
for Him=2¥, and your?"“* desires be to Him??, and your?“ fear be from Him32",
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And know, O my2"s son%s, that no one has received news from Allah®" the Glorious like
what the Rasool*®% had received from Him?2¥, therefore regard him"V as the forerunner
and a guide to the salvation. 1" will spare no effort in advising and you s will never reach
in the consideration for yourself®"s, and even if you™@"“ were to struggle, to the extent of
my s consideration for you?s"s,
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And know, O my2"s son®"s!| Surely if there has been an associate for your?"“s Lord?™, his
messenger would have come to you™®"“s and you™®"“s would have seen the traces of his
kingdom and his authority, and you™®"“* would recognised his works, and his attributes. But
He?2Wi js One God22¥, like what He2"i has Described Himself22%i,
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There is no one to oppose Him?™ in His®" Kingdom, and He?* will not decline ever, and
He?™i did not cease to be before the things. He* is before the primacy, and last after the
things without any endpoint. He®" is Mightier than for His® Lordship to be prove by an
encompassing heart or sight.
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When you#*s have recognised that, then do like what is befitting for the likes of you™"s to
be doing in the smallness of his®Y“ mind, and scarcity of his@%s abilities, and plenty of
incapabilities, and mightiness of his*** needs to his % Lord#" in seeking His?*" obedience,
and the fearing from His®" Punishment, and the dread from His®**i Annoyance, for He?%i
has not Command you@%s except with the good and has not Prohibited you s except from
ugliness.
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O my@Ws son@Wsl |-23Ws have informed you™®%s about the world and its situations, and its
decline, and its transfer, and 1" have informed you about the Hereafter and what is
prepared for its inhabitants therein, and 1" have struck the examples regarding these two
for you™@V¥s to be taking a lesson with it and follow upon it.
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But rather, an example of the one informed of the world is like an example of a group in a
journey. There is news with them of the barren dwelling, so they aim for a fertile, pleasant
green dwelling. So, they endure hardships of the road, and separation of the friends, and
harshness of the journey, and dryness of the meals in order to get to their vast house and
dwelling of their settlement.
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So, they don’t feel any pain of anything from that, nor are they seeing expenditure regarding
it as a loss, nor is there anything more beloved to them than what draws them closer to their
destination and nearer to their places.
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And an example of the one who is deceived by it (world) is like an example of a group who
were at a fertile place, so they were given the news of a barren place, so there wasn’t anything
more abhorrent to them nor anything more terrible in their view, from separation of what
they had been in to what they had attacked upon and were going to.
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O my@%s son@Ws| Make yourself?¥s to be a scale regarding what is between you®%“s and
others, so love (the same) for someone else what you™"s love for yourself®"s, and dislike for
him what you®*"s dislike for it, and do not oppress just as you™@*s don’t like to be oppressed,
and be good just as you®"s would love others to be good to you, and consider ugly from
yourself@%s what you™"s consider ugly from others, and be pleased with the people with
what you are pleased from yourself®%s, and do not say what you@"s don’t know, and even if
it is little what you™@"* know, and do not say what you™"* would not like it to be said for you.
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And know, the self-fascination is opposite to the correctness and an affliction of the minds,
therefore strive in your?¥s toiling and do not be a treasurer for others, and when you?@*“ are
guided to your?"“s purpose, then be as humble as you?"s can be to your?“s Lord2",
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And know, in front of you™¥s there is a path with a far distance and severe adversities, and
there escape for you@*s in it from goodly wants, and a measure of your®"“s requirements
from the provisions along with a light back (less sins), so do not load upon your?"“s back above
your tolerance for the load of that would be a plague upon you.
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And when you®"s find the people of destitution, someone who can carry your?“s provisions
for you@®"“s up to the Day of Qiyamah and be loyal with it tomorrow whereby you will be needy
to it, then seize the opportunity and load it on him, and more from providing him (in the
world) while you?s¥s are able upon it. Perhaps you®¥s will seek him and cannot find him. And
seize the opportunity of the one who wants to borrow from you during the state of your2sws
richness and let his repaying you"* be during a day of your poverty (on the Day of Qiyamah).
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And know that in front of you is a narrow ravine wherein the light-burdened (with sins) will
be in a better state than the heavily burdened one, and the sluggish person will be of an uglier
state than the quick one, and that your?"s descent at it is inevitably either be to the Paradise
or to Fire. Therefore, hesitate for yourself®**s before your?%s descent, and tread the house
before your®"s living in it, for there isn’t any resumption after the death nor any turning
towards the world.
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And know, that the One?®¥ in Whose Hand are treasures of the skies and the earth has
Permitted for you®"“* regarding the supplication and has Guaranteed for you®"s with the
Answering and has Commanded you3"s to ask Him?" for Him=*" to Give you®"s and seek
His@2% Mercy for Him#% to Mercy you2s"s,
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And He?*" has not Made between you?"* and Him?™, someone who will veil you?s*s from
Him?™, and one did not Shelter you?*"* to someone who will intercede for you?¥s to Him32¥i
and did not Prevent you@"s from the repentance if you™?"* were to commit evil.
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And does not Hasten the Punishment to you™"s, and does not Fault you at the repenting, and
does not Expose you™®"s when there is the shame for you@"s firstly and did not Make it
difficult upon you®"s in accepting the repentance and does not Argue with you®"s for the
crime, and He®™ does not despair you?"s from the Mercy.

Page 84 of 112




Nahj Al-Balagah www.hubeali.com

CEENI 6 5 Sl Sb A A 518 Bles Cos 5 Blely Sl Cos 3 Ees I BB s ok
But He®*"i Makes a good deed to be a removal from the sin and Counts your?*s evil deed as
one and Counts your®Ys good deeds as being ten, and He* has Opened for the door of
repentance, and a door of seeking the Forgiveness.
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So, whenever you*s call out to Him??¥, He"#" Hears that, and whenever you s whisper to
Him32%, He* Knows of your?Ys whispering, therefore divulge (disclose) to Him3% with
your?%s needs and broadcast it to yourself?%s and complain to Him??" of your?%“s worries
and seek to Him??" to Remove your?"s distress and seek His*" Assistance upon your3sws
affairs.
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And ask Him*" from treasures of His®*i Mercy, what no one else is able upon giving it, from
the increase in the lifespans, and health of the bodies, and expansion of the sustenance(s).
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Then He?®¥ Made the keys of His*" treasures to be in your?"“s hands with what there is
Permission for you™@"s from asking regarding it. Thus, whenever you?"* so desire to open the
doors of His®" bounties with the supplication and seek the downpour of the rains of His2"
Mercy.
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Do not let the delay in His®® Answering despair you" for the Granting is based upon in
accordance with the intention, and sometimes the Answering is delayed from you**s for that
to be of mightier Recompense for the beggar, and more plentiful for the Granting of the
hopes, and sometimes you@%s ask for the thing, but you™®""s are not Given it and are Given
better than it, in the present and the future, or it is Turned away from you due to what is

better for you@"s,
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Sometimes you " have sought a matter wherein is destruction of your2s¥s religion if youasws
were to be Given it, so let your?"s asking to be regarding what it’s beauty would remain for
you and its scourge will be negated away from you™"s, The wealth, neither will it remain for
you@Ws nor will you@¥s be remaining for it.

,q‘;

s Q) b 5 8l s gl (U] ¢ 28T 5

st ¥ oogall 5 ol ¥ sl 5 Gl Y s el G

Page 85 of 112




Nahj Al-Balagah www.hubeali.com

And know, O my @Y son@%s that you@"s have rather been Created for the Hereafter, not for
the world, and for the annihilation, nor for the remaining (in the world), and for the death,
not for the life (in the world), and you™@*s are (presently) in a house to depart from, and a
house to prepare in, and a path to the Hereafter.
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And you®"s are being chased by the death which a fleer from it cannot be saved from it, nor
can its seeking be missed, and it will inevitably catch him. Therefore, be upon a caution from
it that it will come across you@"s while you are upon a state of an evil deed which you2s%s
have been discussing with yourself?®"s from it with the repentance, so it would be a barrier
between you™®"s and that. Then, you@"* will have destroyed yourselfasws,
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The mention of death
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O my % son%s| Frequent the remembrance of death and remember what you are attacking
upon (going to), and dispersing to after the death, until it does come to you, and you@s%s
would have taken your?@%s caution from it and have strengthened your?s*s support for it, and
it should not come to you™®"Ys suddenly and surprise you.
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And beware of being deceived by the immortality of people of the world deemed to it, and
their inclinations upon it for Allah"#% has Informed you®"s about it and has Obituarised it to
you % [t is an obituary for you™"s about itself and has Uncovered for you™"s about its evils,
for its people are howling dogs, and harmful predatory animals growling at each other, and
its mighty ones devour its weak, and its large ones subdue its small ones.
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(Some) are tied up cattle and others are untied having lost their fodder and are wandering in
ignorance, (like) calamitous flocks wandering in rugged valleys. There isn’t any shepherd for
them to pause them nor any brander to brand them. The world is travelling with them in the
path of the blind, and it has seized their sights from the minarets of guidance. They are
wandering in their bewilderment and are drowning in its bounties, and they had taken it as a
lord, so it played with them and they played with it, and they forgot what is beyond it.
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The kindness in seeking
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Gradually the darkness is disappearing. It is as if the thirsty are arriving. The one who is quick
is about to join.
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And know, O my?"s son@%s| Surely the one whose mount is the night and the day, it will
travel with him, and even if he were to be standing still, and he will cut the journey and even
if he was staying in a valley.
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And know with certainty that you@*"s will never reach your?"“s wishes and will never exceed
your?@Ws term, and you™"s are in a way of the ones who existed before you?"s, Therefore,
be humble in the seeking, and be moderate in the earnings, for sometimes a seeking drags to
a war, and it isn’t so that every seeker will be Graced, nor will every moderate one be
deprived.
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And honour yourself®"“s from every lowliness and even if it were to reach to your?s“s desires,
for you®"s will never be reimbursed with what you had spent from yourself?¥s (honour); and
do not be a slave of others, and Allah*¥ has Made you"* free; and there is no good in any
good which cannot be attained except by evil, nor in an ease which brings hardship (later).
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And beware not to overburden with the bags of greed for these will bring you™®%s to the
springs of destruction; and if you®"Ys have the capacity for there not to be anyone with
bounties between you?"s and Allah?, then do so for you" will realise your3"s portion
and take your?®¥s share, and that the less from Allah-*"i the Glorious is mightier and more
honourable than the lot from His®*¥ creatures, and even thought all of it is from Him22%,
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Various advice(s)
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And rectifying what is excessive from your?"s silence is easier than your?"s recalling what
has escaped from your speaking and protect what is in the container by closing the lid.
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And protecting what is in your?¥s hands is more beloved to me ™" than seeking what is in
the hands of others, and bitterness of the despair is better than seeking to the people, and
the manual labour with the chastity is better than the riches with the immoralities.
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And the person is a guard of his own secrets, and sometimes he strives regarding what is
harmful to him. One who (speaks) a lot is delirious, and one who ponders is insightful.
Associate with the good people, you will become from them, and distance from the evil
people, you will be safe from them.
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The worst food is the Prohibited and being unjust to the weak is the most atrocious of

injustices. When the kindness was an infringement, the infringement would be kindness.
Sometimes the medication would be an illness and the illness would be a medicine.
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And beware of relying upon the hopes for these are merchandise of the idiots; and the
intellect is a protector of the experience, and the best of what?"“s have experience is what

preaches you. Rush to the opportunity before it becomes a grief.
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Every seeker does not achieve nor does every absentee return, and from the spoiling is
wastage of provision and spoiling the Hereafter; and for every matter there is a consequence;
Soon it shall come to you™®"Y* what has been pre-determined for you®“s; a trader is a risk

taker and sometimes a little grows more than a lot does.
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There is no good in an ignoble supporter nor in a contemptible friend; be easy-going with the
times for as long as it’s seating is humbled to you™®"s; and do not take risk with anything
hoping for more than it and beware of the saddlebags riding with you2s"s,
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Carry yourself@%s upon the connecting with your brother during his cutting-off, and upon the
kindness during his abandoning and the drawing closer, and upon the spending during his
miserliness, and the approaching during his distancing, and the gentleness during his
harshness, and the excusing during his offending, to the extent as if you™@"* are a servant for
him and as if he is one with the favours upon you=2s"s,
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And beware of doing that in other than its (appropriate) place, or if you®"“s were to do it to
other than its rightful one; and do not take an enemy of your?"s friend as a friend, you will
antagonise your@%s friend; and be sincere to your?"s friend with the advice, were it be good
or ugly; and swallow the anger for 1% have not seen any gulp sweeter than it in consequence
nor more pleasurable in consequence.
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And be lenient to the one harsh to you™"s, for very soon he will be lenient to you™"“s; and
take the grace upon your?%s enemy for it is sweeter of the two victories; and if you™@"s want
to cut off from your?"s friend, then leave a spot for him from yourself for him to return to, if
that were to occur for him one day.
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And one who thinks goodly with you™?"s, then ratify his thinking, and do not waste a right of
your?Ws prother relying upon what (issues) there are between you@"s and him, for he isn’t a
brother to you™"“s one who wastes his right; and your@"s family should not be the most
miserable of the people due to you™@"s,
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And do not be desirous regarding the one who is abstemious from you?®%“s, nor should
your@®Ws brother be stronger upon cutting off from you?*s than you™"* are upon connecting
with him, nor should he be stronger of the evil than you™"* are upon the good; and do not
let it be grievous upon you™@"s an injustice of the one who is unjust to you™"s, for he is striving
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in his harm and is benefitting you™"; and a recompense of the one who cheers you™"s isn’t
that you™"s should worsen him.
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And know, O my@W¥s son@%s| The sustenance is (two types of) sustenance(s) — a sustenance
you seek and a sustenance seeking you@"s, so if you¥* do not go to it, it will come to youas%s,
How ugly it is, the humbleness during the need and the harshness during the riches. But
rather, for you@"s from your?"s world is what your?"“ abode can be correct with, and if
you@Ws were to panic upon what has escaped from your?"“s hands, then you?"s will panic
upon all what has not arrived to you as%s,
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Be aware upon what has not happened (yet) with what has (already) happened, for the affairs
are similar, and do not be from the ones the preaching does not benefit, except if there is too
much in its pain, for the intellectual takes preaching with the manners while the beasts do
not take preaching except by the beating.
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Drop off from you the arrival of worries with the patient determination and goodly certainty;
one who neglects the moderation would incline away from the correctness; and the
companion is (like one with) lineage, and the friend is one whose absence ratifies him (as a
friend), and the whim is a participant of the blindness.
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And sometimes a remote one is closer than a close one, and a close one is more remote than
a remote one; and the stranger is one who does not happen to have a beloved for him; and
one who transgresses the truth his doctrine will be narrow; and one who is limited upon his
worth it would be more lasting for him.
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And the most trusted means yous"s can take with is a means between you?"s and Allah-?%
the Glorious; and one who does not care about you, so he is your enemy; and the despair
would be a realisation when the greed was a destruction; every defect is not revealed nor is
every opportunity taken.

16 s

[}
v J

g 80U ol te B Al Jaws Led Bl s cas g B0G B 3T eas W Ol 5 il el Tt

'y

Sl dclsf

\

Page 90 of 112




Nahj Al-Balagah www.hubeali.com

And sometimes the seeing one would miss his aim while the blind will get his rightful
guidance; delay the evil (deed) for you™"s can hasten it whenever you®"* so desire; and a
cutting off an ignoramus equates to connecting the intellectual; one who trusts the times, it
will betray him, and one who reveres it, it will debase him.
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And everyone who shoots does not hit the target; when the ruler changes, the times change;
ask about the companion (for travel) before (asking about) the road (starting a journey), and
about the neighbour, before (asking about) the house. Beware of mentioning from the speech
what would be laughed at, and even if you were narrating that from someone else.
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The opinion regarding the woman
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And beware of consulting the women for their opinions are to ruination and their
determinations are to weakness, and refrain upon them of their sights by your veiling them,
for the severe veil would be more lasting upon them, and their emerging is not severer than
your letting enters the one who cannot be trusted upon (from) them, and if you are able that
they do not know anyone other than you, then do so.
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And do not let the woman control of her affairs what exceeds herself, for the woman is a
fragrant basil and she isn’t an administrator, and do not transgress herself with her honour

nor covet her in interceding for others.
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And beware of the (displaying) self-esteem (Ghayra) in other than the place of ‘Ghayra’ for
that would call the healthy woman to the sickness, and the righteous one to the suspicion;

and make for every person from your?®"s servants some work he should be undertaking it,
for it is more appropriate, they will not interfere with each other in serving you?s"s,
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And honour your@"s clan for they are your wings which you can be flying with, and your-asws
origin you@%s will be coming to, and your®"s hand which you?** can be connecting with.
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Entrust to Allah2" your?¥s religion and your?s world and ask Him#" for the best Decree
for you™®"s in the present and the future, and the world and the Hereafter. And the
greetings’.”’

Letter 32 - And from a letter of his®"s to
Muawiya
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‘You have destroyed many types of people having deceived them with your errors, and you
threw them into the waves of your sea, the darkness(es) overwhelmed them, and the
suspicions swayed with them.
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They exceeded from their headings, and they returned upon their heels and turned around
to the backs, and they relied upon their affiliations, except the one who returned (to the
truth), from the people of insights, for they separated from you after having recognised you,
and they fled to Allah?* from supporting you when you carried them upon the difficulties
and deviated with them from the purpose.
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Fear Allah®¥ O Muawiya, regarding yourself, and the pull of Satan™ leading you, for the

world will be cut off from you while the Hereafter is nearby you. And the greetings’.”®
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Letter 33 — And from a letter of his®"Ys to
Qusam Bin Al-Abbas, and he was his#"s
office bearer upon Makkah
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‘As for after, my s informer in the west has written to me#"* [etting me ¥ know that some
people from the people of Syria headed to the season (Hajj) being blind of hearts, deaf of
ears, blind of vision, those confusing truth with the falsehood and obeying the created beings
in disobedience to the Creator.
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And they are milking the world forsaking the religion by it, and they are buying its current for
its future, the righteous, the pious, and they will never succeed except its workers, and he will
not be recompensed the recompense of the evil except its doer.
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So, stand upon what is in your hand, standing of the intelligent, the experienced, and the wise
advisor, and the beneficial to his ruler, the obedience to his Imam?*"s; and beware of what
you may have to excuse from it, and do not become boastful during the bounties, nor
disheartened during the distress. And the greetings’.”®
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Letter 34 — And from a letter of his®"* to
Muhammad Bin Abu Bakr, when it reached
him of his being replaced from Egypt by Al-
Ashtar, and then Al-Ashtar died during his
heading to over there before his arrival to
him
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‘As for after, (news of) your unhappiness has reached me of sending Al-Ashtar to your office,
and 1% did not do that for slowing you down in the struggles, nor to increase you in efforts,
and if I*"s am removing what is under your hand of your authority, 1" would place you in
charge of what is easier to deal with upon you and more attractive governance to you.
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The man who used to rule the affairs of Egypt was an advising man to us and severe against
our enemies of vengeance. May Allah?*" have Mercy on him. His days are completed, and he
met his death, and we are pleased with him. May Allah-**" Accord him His?* Pleasure and
Multiply the Rewards for him.
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Get ready for your enemy and continue upon your insight and prepare for battling the one
who battles you, and call to the Way of your Lord??", and frequent in seeking Assistance with
Allah?2%, He#W will Suffice you of whatever concerns you, and He*" will Assist you upon
what befalls you, if Allah??" so Desires’.8°
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Letter 35 — And from a letter of his®"“* to
Abdullah Bin Al-Abbas, after the murder of
Muhammad Bin Abu Bakr
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‘As for after, Egypt has been conquered and Muhammad Bin Abu Bakr, may Allah-#*" have
mercy on him, has been martyred, so in the Presence of Allah?* we shall reckon it. He@Ws
was a son, an adviser, an office bearer, hard worker, a cutting sword, a cornerstone of
defence.
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Is%s had urged the people upon joining him and ordered them to help him before the death,
and I*"s called them secretly and openly, and repeatedly and initiating. From them were ones
who came unwillingly, and from them were ones making false excuses, and from them were
ones sitting back forsaking (abandoning).
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I3sWs ask Allah @ the Exalted to Make a relief to be for me2"s from them. By Allah®*¥! Had
it not been my eagerness to meet my 2% enemies (in battle) regarding the martyrdom, and
making myself good upon the death, 1" would love not to remain with them even for one
day, nor meet (the enemy) with them, ever!”’8!
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Letter 36 — And from a letter of his®"* to his"
asws brother Ageel, son of Abu Talib™® in
mention of an army he®"* had dispatched to
some of the enemies, and it is a reply of a
letter Ageel had written to him=2s%*

SE T L6 Lo st b 55 5 s k8 sl a5 5T B U Gl DS Gl e L Lt o) 22505

J

w3 16 e e i ] s sy sl u dn las @ B el s B Y

‘%S have released a condensed army from the Muslims to him. When that reached him, he
rolled up fleeing and lowered his head in regret. They caught up with him at one of the roads,
and the sun had turned for the setting. They fought for a little while. It wasn’t except like
pausing for a while until he escaped choking in his own saliva after he had been seized by the
throat, and there had not remained from him apart from the last breath. It was with difficulty
that he escaped.
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So, leave from you Quraysh and their rushing into the straying, and their wandering in the
wretchedness, and their galloping into the labyrinth. They have united upon battling me=2s"s
just as their unison had been upon battling Rasool-Allah*®"¥ before me?"s, Quraysh will get
their Recompense on my%“s behalf, for they cut off my2*s relationships, and they stripped
me %S of the authority of the son™@"W of my2%s uncle™®s.
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And as for what you asked about of my2*s view regarding the battle. My view is that Vs
should fight the cunning one (Muawiya) until 1?*%¢ meet Allah®¥, The abundance of the
people around me % does not increase me™®"Ys in honour, nor does their dispersing away
from me®%s makes me " |lonely, nor reckon the son®%s of your father?®® to be pleading,
scared and even if the people submit him™?"* (to the enemy), nor will he®"s accept to be a
weak person, nor be chained by reins to the leader, nor bend the back for the rider to sit
upon.
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But he™®"s s like what the brother of the clan of Suleym had said (in a couplet), ‘And if you
were to ask me, ‘How are you?’, then | am patient, solid against the suspicions of the times. It
is grievous upon me if you were to see me gloomy, so an enemy would gloat, or a beloved
would worsen” 82

3,{«\.&.4 L\9 “L(\)L_(,A 537
J C: g g J

1c-aSWs

Letter 37 — And from a letter of his to
Muawiya
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‘Glory be to Allah®*¥! How intense is your adherence to the innovative personal desires, and
hesitative bewilderment, along with wasting (ignoring) the realities, and dropping the
trustees which are for Allah®*¥ the Exalted as a requirement as Divine Authorities upon
His?" servants.
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As for your frequenting the argument upon Usman and his killers, rather you had helped

Usman when the help was (actually) for you, and you abandoned him when the help was for
him. And the greetings’.®3

Letter 38 — And from a letter of his®"* to the
people of Egypt when he?*%* made Al Ashtar
a governor upon them
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‘From a servant of Allah®™i Ali®%s Amir Al-Momineen, to the people, those who were
angered for the Sake of Allah"#"l when He#% was disobeyed in His#" earth and His?" Rights
were done away with. The tyranny struck its tent upon the righteous and the immoral, and
the residents and the foreigners, so there was no goodness one could be resting to, neither it
nor any evil one could keep aside from it.
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As for after, I am sending to you a servant from the servants of Allah"#", He neither sleeps
during the days of fear nor does he shy away from the enemies during the times of dread. He
is severer upon the transgressors than the burning of the fire, and he is Malik Bin Al-Haris,
brother of (clan of) Muzhij.
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Listen to him and obey his orders in what is in accordance with the truth for he is a sword
from the swords of Allah-#2%, neither dull of the edge nor improper of the striking. If he orders
you to mobilise, then mobilise, and if he orders you to stay, then stay, for he will neither
advance, nor attack, nor delay, nor send (anyone) ahead except from my2“s orders, and [@sWs
have preferred you all with him over myself*¥s for his advice to you all and severity of his
harshness upon your enemies’.?*
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Letter 39 — And from a letter of his?@*"* to
Amro Bin Al Aas
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‘Surely, you have made your religion as a follower of the world, (following) a person whose
error is apparent, his veil is torn. He disgraces the honourable ones in his gathering, and he
stultifies (humiliates) the forbearing one with his mingling.
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You are following his tracks and seeking his grace, (like) the dog follows the lion, looking at
his paws and awaiting what would be thrown at it from the extras of his prey. Your world is
gone and so has your Hereafter, and if you had taken with the truth, you would have achieved
what you are seeking.
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If Allah2" were to Enable me*"s from you, and from Ibn Abu Sufyan, I**** would recompense
you both with what you have sent ahead, and if % am unable and you two remain alive,
then whatever is in front of you is eviler for you both. And the greetings’.®
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Letter 40 — And from a letter of his®"“* to one
of his®"s office bearers

‘As for after, a matter has reached me?*"* about you, if you have done it, you have Annoyed
your Lord?* and disobeyed your Imams*s, and disgraced your entrustment.
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It has reached me™@"s that you have ruined the land and have seized whatever was under
your feet and have devoured whatever was under your hand. Raise your account to be and
know that the Reckoning of Allah3¥ is mightier than the accounting of the people’.2®
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Letter 41 — From a letter of his®*"s to one of
his?s"s office bearers (Abdullah Ibn Abbas -
Muslims take Ahadith from him)
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‘As for after, I'*"s used to participate you in my#%s entrustments and made you myWs
consultant and my?"“s confidant, and there does not happen to be any man among my2%s
family members more trustworthy than you are regarding myself®%s, to sympathise with
me 2", and as my 2% back-up, and fulfilling the entrustments tome?"s,
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When you (lbn Abbas) saw the times to have overturned upon the son®"s of your uncle®,
and the enemies to have declared war, and entrustments of the people to have been sold-
out, and this community had assaulted and vacated, you (lbn Abbas) overturned to the
sonYs of your uncle™, exposing the shield, so you separated along with the separating ones,
and forsook (abandoned) along with the forsaking ones, and betrayed him#s¥* along with the
betraying ones.
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Thus, you neither comforted the son?"* of your uncle® nor did you fulfil the entrustments,
and it is as if you do not happen to intend Allah*¥ in your Jihad, and it is as if you do not
happen to have any proof from your Lord??¥, and it is as if you were rather plotting with this
community about their world and intending to deceive them of their war booty.
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When the difficulties enabled you in betraying the community, you were quick of the turning
and hastened the pouncing, and you snatched from their wealth whatever you were able
upon which had been protected for their widows and their orphans (like) the snatching by the
wolf a helpless wounded goat. Then you carried it to Al-Hijaz, broadening the chest, carrying
it upon without any guilt of having taken it.
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It is as if there was no father for others, you rolled down upon the people as being your
inheritance from your father and your mother. Glory be to Allah??¥! Are you not believing in
the Hereafter? Are you not fearing from the argument of the Reckoning? O you, the one who
was counted with us as being with the understanding!
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How can you partake drink and food while you know that you are eating unlawfully and
drinking unlawfully, and you are buying the maids and marrying the women from the wealth
of the orphans and the poor and the Momineen and the fighters, the ones Allah®% had
Legalised this wealth upon them and Protects this city by them?
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Fear Allah®, and return to these people their wealth, for you, if you do not do so, then
Allah#% Enables mes"s from you, 1% shall excuse myself3"s to Allah-#?" regarding you and
strike you with my?5¥s sword which no one has been struck by it except he entered the Fire.
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And, by Allah??¥, even if Al-Hassan®%s and Al-Hassan®"s were to do similar to your deed
which you have done, there would not have been any clemency for them2¥s with me?"s nor
any success from mes until 1°*"s would have taken it back from them?*"s and removed the
falsehood from their?s"“s injustices.
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And % swear by Allah®, Lord?*¥ of the worlds! It would not make me"s happy if %
were to take it from their wealth as being permissible for me?¥* and leave it as an inheritance

for the ones after me™asws,
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Have a little shame! It is as if you have reached the limit (of your life), and have already been
buried under the soil, and your deeds are being presented to you at the place which the unjust
one would be calling out in with the regret, and he who wasted would wish for the return
during it: so they called out for escape when it was too late? [38:3] %’
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Letter 42 — And from a letter of his®"* to
Umar Bin Abu Salmah, and he was his2"“s
office bearer upon Al Bahrain, so he
removed him and utilised Nu’'man Bin Ajlan
Al Zarqi in his place
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As for after, I™"s have placed al Numan Bin Al-Ajlan in charge upon Al-Bahrain and have
removed your hand from without any condemnation to you, nor any reproach upon you.
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You have done well in the governance and fulfilled the entrustment, so come back without
any suspicions, nor blame, nor accusation, nor having sinned, for I*%* have intended the
travelling to the oppressors of the people of Syria, and 1®*** would love it if you could attend
with me@¥s, for you are from the one 1" can be backed up with upon fighting the enemy,
and establish the pillars of the religion, if Allah??¥ so Desires’.®®
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Letter 43 — And from a letter of his®"* to
Masqalah Bin Hubeyra Al-Shaybani, and he
was his®"* office bearer upon Ardasheyr
Khura
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‘A matter has reached me*"* about you, if you have done it, you have annoyed your God32%
and disobeyed your Imam™@"s, |t has reached me that you are distributing the war booty of
the Muslims, those who had possessed it by their spears and their horses, and their blood has
been spilt upon it, (distributing it) among the ones with relationships from the Bedouins of
your people.
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By the One?*I Who Split the seed and Formed the person! If that was true, you will be found
lowly to me®%s and be held in light estimation in my 2" presence. Do not underestimate a
right of your Lord?*" and do not better your world by obliterating your religion, for you will
become from the loss incurring office bearers.
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Indeed! And the right of the Muslims from ones before us and before you regarding the

apportionment of this was booty, is the same. They are arriving to it in my " presence and

are returning from it. And the greetings’.®?
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Letter 44 — And from a letter of his®"* to
Ziyad Ibn Abeeh, and it had reached him that
Muawiya had written to him intending to
deceive him with his annexation
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‘And I*"s have come to know that Muawiya has written to you to reduce your understanding
and blunt your sharpness. Be cautious of him, for he is the Satan™® who comes to the people
from his front, and from behind him, and from his right and from his left, in order to storm
him unawares, and take away his zeal.
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And it had happened from Abu Sufyan during the time of Umar Bin Al-Khattab, a slip from the
self-discussion, and an evil suggestion from the evil insinuations of the Satan™. Neither was
any lineage established by it nor any inheritance was deserved by it, and the one attaching
with it was like the uninvited guest pushed away, and the dangling cup’.
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When Ziyad read his%s |etter, he said, ‘He ®"s has testified with it, by Lord 3" of the Kabah!’
And it did not cease to be in his mind until Muawiya claimed him (as his brother)’.
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Al-Razi said, ‘His®"* words: ‘Uninvited guest’ (Waghil), means the man who joins the drinking
group to drink with them, but he is not one of them. He is therefore constantly turned away
and pushed away.
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And as for his®"* words: ‘and the dangling cup’, it is what dangles with the riding animal of

the rider, either a cup, or a mug, or what resembles that, so it tends to dangle all the time
whenever he urges his riding animal and hastens his travel’.°
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Letter 45 — And from a letter of his®"* to
Usman Bin Huneyf Al-Ansari, and he was his
asws office bearer, and it had reached him2%s
that he had been invited to a wedding feast
of a group from its people, so had gone to it.
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His@"s words: ‘As for after, O Ibn Huneyf! It has reached me?**s that a man from the youths
of the people of Basra had called you to a meal, so you hastened to it. A variety had been
prepared for you and the pots were transferred to you, and 1*%* had not thought that you
would have answered to a mean people who turn away their destitute and invite their rich
ones.
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Look at what you are nibbling from these nibbles! Whatever its knowledge is suspicious to
you, so leave it, and whatever you are certain of the goodness of its aspect, then take from it.
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Indeed, and for every follower there is a leader he is being led by and is illuminated with the
light of his knowledge. Indeed, and your Imam™**s has sufficed from his?®"s world with his@Ws
shabby rags (for clothing), and from his?"s food with its two discs (of bread).

V3T Gt e S8 Y 5Ty 8105 e SESTG AN SL 5 ke 50U 5 iy sl 00 5 U8 I8 0908 Y iG] 5 T

G wade be DA 5 M g8 3 G 5 55 0BT BTN A BASTY 3108 Gl e B3 Y 510 3 (1 B35S

Indeed, and you are able upon that, but assist me™®%* with devoutness and the striving. By
Allah?2Wil |-3ws have not hoarded any gold from your world, nor have | hoarded any
plentifulness from your war booties, nor have 1% prepared for my?"s nights except two
shabby clothes, nor have 1"* cut out (for myself®*s) a palm’s width from its land, nor have
IsWs taken from it except like the subsistence of one stabbed in the back (so he can only eat
a little), and it is better in my2"s eyes, and it is weaker than repeated gluttony.
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‘But Fadak used to be in our®%“s hands from all what the sky shaded, but it was coveted upon
by souls of a people, and relinquished from by the souls of others, and Allah??¥ s the best
Judge.
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And what shall I*%* do with Fadak, and other than Fadak, and the self will be found in the
grave tomorrow, cutting off its tracks in the darkness and its news will disappear. It is such a
pit, even if the hands of its diggers were to expand it, the stones and clay will narrow it and
its holes will be blocked by the cumulative soil, and rather, it is my?*"s soul I*"* am presenting
it with the piety so that security will come to me?"“s on the Day of the great fear and be
affirmed upon the slippery sides.
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‘And had I®%s so desired, I*%¢ could have taken to the path to the clearest of this honey, and
the best pulp of this wheat, and the weavings of this silk, but far be it for my2% whims to
overcome me % and my“* greed to lead me®** to choose the foods. Perhaps in Al-Hijaz or
in Al-Yamama there is someone who has no hope for getting the disc (of bread) nor is there
any chance for him with satiation, or should I be spending the night with a full belly and
around me@%s there are empty bellies and thirsty livers?
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Then I*%s would become like what the speaker (poet) said, ‘And it suffices you as an illness
that you spend the night with a full belly and around you there are livers yearning to the
waterskin (pitcher)
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Should I#%* be content from myself®¥s that it would be said to me, ‘Amir Al-Momineen’ while
I#s%s do not participate in the difficulties of the time, or I®"* become an example for them in
the distresses of life? 1% have not been Created to eat the good things like the roaming
animals whose main concern is their fodder, or like the sent animals who is too pre-occupied
from its fodder to understand its purpose of what is intended with it, or should I"#% be left in
vain or neglected in vain, or ™% should pull a rope of straying, or I"®%* should roam the streets
aimlessly?
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And it is as if %S am with a speaker of yours saying, when it was this time, ‘The son@%s of
Abu Talib?VYs, the weakness has made him™?"s to be seated back from fighting the foes and
battling the braves’.
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Indeed! Remember, the tree of the forest is of stronger wood, and green branches and thin
bark, and the vegetation of the wilderness is stronger as firewood and slow in burning out.
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And from Rasool-Allahs2WW |2sWs gm |ike the brother from the brother, and the forearm from
the upper arm. By Allah"#%! Even if the Arabs were to back each other against fighting me3s"s,
I2s%s will not turn around from them, and if an opportunity enables me from their necks, 15"
shall be quick to it and "5 shall struggle until I**"s purify the earth from this perverse person
(Muawiya) and of the inverted body, until the clods are thrown out from between the
harvested seeds’.
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And from this letter, and it is its end (part)

el 4558 el Syl il — i iia g ST S 5 i e EIOT 5 U 2 SIS 6 Bl S S B g g o)

syl s 5 80 10085 18 08 s, 2 D 1 o

To you, O world, get away from me2*s! Your ropes are upon your shoulders and 1" have
slipped away from your claws and have fled from your traps, and 1% am shunning the going
into your slippery paths. Where are the generation which you deceived by your caress? Where
are the communities which you tempted by your décor? Here they are as hostages in the
graves, and contents of the pits.
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By Allah?*Il Had you been a visible person, and a body with feelings, 1% would have applied
upon you the legal penalties of Allah®" among the servants. You have deceived them with
the hopes, and communities you have thrown into the collapse, and kings you submitted to
the ruination, and their resource is a resource of the afflictions where there is neither any
returning nor going.
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Far be it! One who treads in your path slips, and one who rides the waves, drowns, and one
stayed away from your traps was harmonised, and the one safe from you does not care if his
environment is straitened with him, and the world in his presence is like a day its term is
almost coming to an end.
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Get away from me?%s, for by Allah?, 2% will not humble myself®%s to you so you3¥s
would disgrace me?@"“s, nor will I*"s chain myself"* to you so you would lead me®%s, And
I-3sws swear by Allah?" an oath, I*"s exclude myself*¥s in it by a Desire of Allah-32%i| |3sWs ghal|
train myself?®*"s to be pleased with to a disc of bread when %S am able upon it for feeding,
and be content with salt as a seasoning, and 1% shall leave my?*"s eyes to empty themselves
like a spring whose water has depleted, running out of its tears.
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Would the livestock graze to their fill from their pastures, and they lie down, and the goats
satiate from their fodder, and they go to their pens, and Ali®"s would eat from his@Ws
provision so his@%s eyes would be delighted when he®"s follows after the freely roaming
beasts and the pasturing animals?
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Beatitude be for a soul which fulfils to its Lord??" of its obligations, and goes through the
hardship, and avoids the sleep during the night until when the sleep overcomes him, he lies
down in its ground and uses its hands as a pillow among a community whose eyes hold vigil
fearing their Hereafter, and their sides stay away from their lying places, and their lips are
humming with the mention of their Lord?* and are cracked by the prolonged seeking of the
Forgiveness for their sins. They are the party of Allah. Indeed! Surely the party of Allah, they
are the successful ones [58:22].
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So, fear Allah"®, O lIbn Huneyf, and suffice with your own discs of bread for these to become

your escape from the Fire’.*!

dhe on Mo d oS s 46
J O g J

91 Nahj Al Balagah — Letter No. 45

Page 107 of 112




Nahj Al-Balagah www.hubeali.com

Letter 46 — And from a letter of his®"s to one
of his?@Vs office bearers
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‘As for after, you are from the ones I*¥* find backing with upon establishing the religion and
I3sWs can suppress by it the iniquity of the sinner, and I"*%* can defend by it the borders of the
border-towns, the fearful.
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Seek assistance with Allah?? upon worries you (encounter), and mingle the severity with a
portion of leniency, and be kind for as long as kindness was more appropriate, and be
determined with the severity when nothing can avail you except the severity, and lower your
wings towards the citizens and soften your attitude to them, and comfort between them
during the glancing, and the looking, and the gesturing, and the welcoming until the great
ones do not covet regarding your injustice nor do the weak ones despair from your justice.
And the greetings’.%?
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Letter 47 — And from a bequest of his®"* to
Al-Hassan#®"* and Al-Husayn2"* when lbn
Muljim™, may Allah?*" Curse him™, had
struck him=2s"s
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‘I-sWs bequeath to you“s both with fearing Allah?*¥, and you 2" will not seek the world and
even if it seeks you™®¥s, and you"* will not express regret upon anything from it impeded

from youasws,
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And speak the truth and work for the Hereafter and be disputants to the oppressor and
supporters to the oppressed. I**"s bequeath to you®"* two and entirety of my?**s sons, and
my family, then to the one my2"*s letter reached, to be with fear of Allah??¥ systemise your
affairs, and reconcile what is between yourselves, for 12" have heard yoursww
grandfather®%s saying: ‘Reconcile between yourselves is superior to the general Salat and the
Fasts’.
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Allah?2¥l Allah-2% regarding the orphans! Do not be heedless of their mouths nor let them
be dropped in your presence.
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And Allah??1 Allah®*¥ regarding your neighbours, for it is a bequest of your Prophetsa%W,
Hes®" did not cease to bequeath with them until we thought he™®" would make them
inherit.
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And Allah?2il Allah®¥ regarding the Quran! Do not let others precede you all with the
working with it.
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And Allah?2%1 Allah2?% regarding the Salat, for it is a pillar of your religion!
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And Allah22¥! Allah-2" regarding the House of your Lord??*i! Do not keep it empty for as long
as you live, for if it is neglected, you will not be spared.
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And Allah3¥! Allah?" regarding the Jihad with your wealth and yourselves and your tongues
in the Way of Allah®"¥, and upon you is to be with the connecting (the relatives) and the
spending. And beware of the turning away (from each other) and the cutting off (the
relationships).
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Do not neglect enjoining with the good and forbidding from the evil, or your evil ones will rule
over you, then you would be supplicating, but it will not be Answered for you all’.
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Then he®"s said: ‘O sons of Abdul Muttalib?! [ anticipate you will be wading in the blood
of the Muslims with a wading. You will be saying, ‘Amir Al-Momineen?"s has been killed!
Indeed! Do not kill except my2*%s killer due to me"“s, Await, when 1S am dead from this
strike of his™, then strike him™ with (one) strike, and do not trample the man, for % have
heard Rasool-Allah*®"" saying: ‘Beware of the trampling (the dead bodies), and even if it is a
mordacious dog!’®?
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Letter 48 — And from a letter of his?@*"* to
Muawiya
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‘And surely the rebellion and the falsehood abase the person in his religion and his world, and
they manifest his shortcoming in the presence of his critic, and you have known that you will
not realise what has been Ordained to have been lost, and the people have aimed without
right, and they are interpreting upon Allah"#%, but He®*" Belied them.
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So, be cautioned of a day in which he would be joyful, one whose end-result is praise-worthy,
and he would regret, the one who enabled the Satan™ from his (ill) plots and did not resist
him™2. And he (Muawiya) has called to the Judgment of the Quran, and he isn’t from its rightful

ones, and we didn’t answer to you, but we answered the Quran to His®" Judgment’.%*
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Letter 49 — And from a letter of his?@"* to
Muawiya
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‘As for after, the world is a pre-occupation from other than it, and its coveter attains nothing
from it except a door of greed is opened up for him upon it, and he covets it (even more), and
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its coveter will never avail with what he achieves from it, from what he did not reach to from
it.
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And from behind (all) that is the separation of what he had amassed, and loss of what he had
accomplished, and if had he taken a lesson with what has passed, he would have preserved

what had remained. And the greetings’.®>
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Letter 50 - And from a letter of his?"* to his’
asWs commanders upon the army
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‘From a servant of Allah22% Ali@s%s |bn Abi Talib2%s Amir Al-Momineen, to the officers of the
garrisons (barracks). As for after, it is a right upon the ruler that grace of his achievement does
not change him (his behaviour) upon his citizens nor prolong specialising with it, and that
whatever Allah?*¥ has Apportioned for him of His??¥ Bounties should increase him in drawing
closer to His#" servants and kindness upon his brethren.
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Indeed! And it is for you, with me™?"s, that %S should neither retain any secrets besides you
except during a war, nor should 1% fold any matter besides you except regarding a
judgment, nor should 1?"* delay any rights for you from its place, nor should 1?*¥s withhold it
besides part of it, and that you should all be equal in my?*¥s presence regarding the rights.
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When 1% have done that, it would be an Obligation of Allah**I upon you of the favours,
and the obedience to me®%s upon you, and that you should not be deficient from any call nor
overlook any reconciliation, and that you should immerse in the floods to the truth. If you are
not steadfast for me"s upon that, there would not be anyone lesser unto me?"s than the
crooked ones from you.
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Then I shall magnify the punishment to him, and he will not find any allowance in my=2Ws
presence regarding it. So, take this from your commanders and give them from yourselves
what Allah?2¥ can Correct your affairs with it. And the greetings’.%®
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